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Letter From The Publisher 


Welcome to the 20th season of Lindy’s college football publica- 
tions. 

Lindy’s produced its premier issue in 1982 — Lindy’s SEC Football. 
It was a historic year for SEC football — legendary coach Paul “Bear” 
Bryant coached his final Alabama team and Herschel Walker was win- 
ning the Heisman Trophy at Georgia. 

Lindy’s expanded in 1987 to publish five other regional titles: ACC, 
Big Ten, Pac-10, Southwest and Big Eight. In 1996, the Big Eight and 
Southwest conferences merged, and Lindy’s Big 12 was born. In 1998, 
Lindy’s launched its National college edition to complete our current 
lineup of six college annuals. 

In an ongoing effort to improve Lindy’s, we've made a couple of 
additions and changes this year. Lindy’s has expanded Scoping the 
Nation and also added an NFL page for each of our regional titles. | feel 
some graphic changes make this year’s annuals our most attractive 
package ever. 

All of the Lindy’s staples remain in place: in-depth team previews, 
rosters, recruiting, team, player and position rankings ... and our usual 
lineup of comprehensive features. 

Lindy’s is ready for a historic year just like our first one in 1982. 
Two coaches are ready to pass Bryant's Division I-A coaching record of 
323 victories, and, as Dennis Dodd explains in his feature on the “3 
Wise Men” of college football, we might never again see a trio like Joe 
Paterno, Bobby Bowden and Lou Holtz. 

Most of the usual suspects are in the chase for the national title — 
we're picking Florida — and this season the championship game could 
be even more special because for the first time, it will be held in the 
granddaddy of them all, the Rose Bowl. 

[ appreciate your loyalty to Lindy’s, allowing us to continually grow 
and invest in our publications. 

As always, your comments and suggestions are appreciated. 
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NATION? 
PICKS 


i... FLORIDA 


Payback Means Gators Are No. 1 


Getting tired of seeing a Florida team play for the 
national title? Well, this season it looks like we're 
going to have two of them ... and it's the Gators’ turn 

to win it all. 
Why Florida? It’s all about the playmakers. 
Receiver Jabar Gaffney caught 14 touchdown passes last season. Cor- 
nerback Lito Sheppard intercepted six passes, returned one for a score, 
and went the distance twice on punt returns. DE Alex Brown has 20.5 
sacks in the past two seasons. Then, there’s the quarterback position, 
where super sophomore Rex Grossman will get the call. Or, uh, maybe it 
will be super sophomore Brock Berlin. Whatever, either can be really, real- 
ly good ... and Florida has 17 other returning starters from last season’s 

SEC title team. 

THE GOOD NEWS: As usual, Florida has a minefield of a sched- 
ule that includes eight bowl teams, but here’s the nugget of good news: 
Tennessee and Florida State must visit Gainesville. The offense isn’t a 


question; the focus of the spring was often to find fire in a talented-but- 
inconsistent defense. In particular, the force of new D-line coach Ricky 
Hunley’s personality should spark Brown to his full potential as the best 
edge rusher in college football. 

THE BAD NEWS: Winning the national title sure would be a lot 
easier if DT Gerard Warren (the No. 3 pick in the NFL draft) and OT Keny- 
atta Walker (No.14) had stayed around for their senior seasons. And 
maintaining the delicate balance of having two young, quality QBs is a dif- 
ficult task for any coach, although Spurrier seems to be even more baf- 
fled than most. Can he keep Grossman vs. Berlin from becoming a 
disruption? 

OUR CALL: The Gators are athletic, they're experienced and they're 
deep — perhaps as deep as any Florida team under Spurrier. Combine all 
that with what should be a big, fat chip on their shoulders from getting 
whomped by rivals Florida State and Miami last season, and this is the year 
Florida delivers the payback and walks away with all the hardware. 


2. MIAMI 


Coker Is Hurricanes’ Biggest Question 


Butch Davis did the heavy lifting at Miami, rebuild- 

ing the ‘Canes in six seasons that could’ve/should've 
ended in the national title game. And, now, it’s all Larry Coker’s baby. Davis 
bailed in late January for the Cleveland Browns, and Coker was pro- 
moted from within to his first head coaching job since Clarmore (Okla.) 
High in the late 1970s. OK, Larry, show us what you've got. 

THE GOOD NEWS: Blossoming QB Ken Dorsey knows what to do 
with all the time he gets from a marvelous offensive line with bookend 
tackles Bryant McKinnie and Joaquin Gonzalez. Not much will get past 
the quality secondary. 

THE BAD NEWS: This Larry Coker character ... can he coach? He'll 
be tested by Joe Paterno, Frank Beamer and Bobby Bowden this season 
— all on the road. 

OUR CALL: Talent wins out. If you’re good, you're good, so never 
mind those road games. BCS computers willing, Miami reaches the nation- 


al title game. 
i Hey, Major Applewhite, we love you ... but this is 
Chris Simms’ team now, and he’s got all the goods 
to finish what Mack Brown has been building toward for the past three 
seasons — a conference championship. Maybe even a national champi- 
onship. Dare we consider an undefeated season? Texas fans dream big, 
and all the elements are in place for the Horns to deliver. 

THE GOOD NEWS: Let us count the bests: The best quarterback 
duo in the nation, the best young receiving corps in the nation, the best 
schedule in the Big 12. This is huge: Texas misses Nebraska and Kansas 
State in league play. 

THE BAD NEWS: The ‘Horns lost 1,000 pounds of pure NFL tal- 
ent — OT Leonard Davis and DTs Casey Hampton and Shaun Rogers. 
The running game is in the hands of a true freshman, albeit a talented one, 
in Cedric Benson. 

OUR CALL: The window of opportunity will never be wider for UT, 
which will atone for last year’s horrific loss to Oklahoma and carry a 


stacked Big 12. 
OK, consider these guys rebuilt. The Vols are ready 
to make a run at the prize (SEC East), bigger prize 
(SEC title) and biggest prize (national title). An 0-3 SEC start last season 
made it feel like the wheels were coming off, but realistically, it was just 
a young team losing tough games in a tough league. QB Casey Clausen 
and DT John Henderson have turned that worm. 

THE GOOD NEWS: The offensive line, which was almost all new 
last year, is an almost all-veteran crew this year. Yes, there are trips to 
Gainesville and South Bend, but there aren't any other games the Vols won't 
be favored to win. 

THE BAD NEWS: Didn't you read the line above about Gainesville 
and South Bend? The defense needs to reduce the big plays it allows (11 
TDs of longer than 20 yards in 00), and the wideouts need to step up and 
make more big plays. 

OUR CALL: Non-league games against Syracuse and Notre Dame 
give the Vols ample “national pop,” which will allow them to attain and 
sustain a high national ranking even if they aren’t able to emerge from 
The Swamp with a victory. 


3. TEXAS 


Big Offense, Favorable Schedule Power ’Horns 


4. TENNESSEE 


Rebuilt Vols Ready For Power Trip 


5. OKLAHOMA 


Great Expectations Again In Norman 


What will these guys do for an encore? Well, don’t 

look now, but who's to say they can’t keep the Soon- 
er Magic going? Coach Bob Stoops was only kidding (or was he?) when 
he said that the only way to top last year’s 13-0 national championship 
season was to go 14-0 and win a national championship. Hmmm ... he 
then went out and scheduled a potential 14th game for 2001. 

THE GOOD NEWS: This winning thing is very much a habit. Con- 
sider that 13 Orange Bowl starters return to the lineup, and of the nine 
that are gone, only two were NFL draft-worthy. There’s reason to think 
these guys can improve. 

THE BAD NEWS: Well, now that everyone expects them to be 
great, the whole experience changes a great deal. And QB Josh Heupel 
is no longer around to help pull the Sooners out of the fire when 
needed. 

OUR CALL: If they avoid injuries and get just a couple of breaks 
(like last year), there’s no stopping them. Except for Texas, and perhaps 
in Lincoln. 


6. FLORIDA STATE 


In Down Year, Noles Have Loads Of Upside 


Well, here’s your chance to spit on Superman's 

cape. But we aren’t going to do it. We’re smarter 
than that. Sure, Bobby Bowden is coaching one of his least-experienced 
teams in more than a decade, but Chief Whatshisname still is gonna 
throw that spear into the turf, and these Seminoles still will run like a sprint 
team, and Florida State will win 10 or more games. 

THE GOOD NEWS: Guys like DT Darnell Dockett, DT Jeff Womble 
and WR Atrews Bell, etc., are superstars-in-waiting. Although this is the 
best chance yet for another team to capture the ACC, Georgia Tech must 
visit Doak Campbell Stadium. 

THE BAD NEWS: Who's going to play QB, and how well? Heis- 
man winners don’t grow on trees (even in Tallahassee), and a dozen 
other starters will be new, too. Florida, Miami and the pesky Bees are 
loaded and have FSU in their sights. 

OUR CALL: If you name a coach who would not jump at the chance 
to trade his team’s talent with Bowden, you're kidding yourself (OK, 
Spurrier might be the exception). 


Z. NEBRASKA 


Still Tough To Keep Up With Big Red 


How’s this for different: Lindy’s has been doing 

national player ratings since 1992, and this marks 

the first time a Nebraska running back has not been 
mentioned. Maybe the heir apparent at I-back, Dahrran Diedrick, will 
prove us wrong ... but it looks as if Eric Crouch will have to carry even 
more of the load on a bothersome right shoulder that required offsea- 
son surgery. 

THE GOOD NEWS: All roads lead to Lincoln. Nebraska has eight 
home games, including massive tilts against Notre Dame, Kansas State 
and Oklahoma. Eric Crouch is still one of the best running QBs around, 
and is a tough-guy winner. 

THE BAD NEWS: Other than TE Tracey Wistrom, the Huskers 
lack for proven pass catchers. Will an |-back step up? With question- 
able depth and just 11 returning starters, Nebraska's margin of error for 
injuries is thinner than usual. 

OUR CALL: Other Big 12 teams have caught up to Big Red, but 
this won’t be the year that ends the school’s streak of 32 seasons with 
at least nine wins. 


8. UCLA 


Can Toledo’s Team Be Tough Enough? 


OK, we know Bob Toledo can recruit. But if he does- 

n't start winning again — and winning in a big, big 
way — with all of those blue-chippers, there will be some mighty unhap- 
py powder-blue fans in Westwood. UCLA is due for some better luck with 
injuries, and if they are granted it, these talented Bruins will retake con- 
trol of the Pac-10 from the Northwest schools. 

THE GOOD NEWS: No other Pac-10 team can touch UCLA's tal- 
ent, and it's spread throughout every major position group. And here's a 
schedule edge: The Bruins don’t go to the league’s toughest venues — 
Oregon and Washington. 

THE BAD NEWS: Beyond the intangibles — these guys really 
need to prove they have some cajones — the big issue is quarterback 
play. It's been middlin’ since Cade McNown left. Is Cory Paus a champi- 
onship QB? 

OUR CALL: The Bruins put it all together and get to take the trip 
to Phoenix for the Fiesta Bowl (since UCLA's home field is hosting the nation- 


al title game). 
Gr The window is open. And somebody is home. With 
Florida State less than a sure thing for the first time 
since ... let's see, since George O'Leary was a defensive coordinator, the 
Yellow Jackets are ready to seize their chance. George Godsey needs to 
be all the way back from his knee injury, and the team needs to stay healthy 
enough of course. Say it with us: the ACC title really is within reach. 

THE GOOD NEWS: This looks like the most-talented Georgia Tech 
squad since the 1990 national-championship team. There is good speed 
and great experience on a roster that includes playmakers in every posi- 
tion group. 

THE BAD NEWS: Godsey is the can-do guy who can lead the Yel- 
low Jackets through adversity, but he has a knee that can’t take any more 
adversity. As young and vulnerable as FSU might be, Tech still must win 
in Tallahassee on Sept. 15. 

OUR CALL; They can do it ...they can doit ...they can do it ...but 
will they? Almost, but not quite. This could be a two-BCS Bowl season 
for the ACC. 


9. GEORGIA TECH 
Really ... This Could Be Jackets’ Year 


10. OREGON 


Home Cooking Keeps Ducks Fat And Happy 


Since Oregon wins ’em all at home — the Ducks 

are up to 20 in a row at Autzen Stadium — let's 

count six automatic wins for 2001 (yes, yes, we know beating Oregon 

State isn’t that easy). Add in less-than-strenuous road games at Utah 

State, Arizona, Cal and Washington State, and you're up to 10 victories All 

that’s left to win is a season-defining game at UCLA in mid-November. 

THE GOOD NEWS: Mike Bellotti seems committed to stay in 

Eugene, where he churns out one great offense after another. QB Joey 

Harrington, RB Maurice Morris, WR Keenan Howry form a dynamite trio; 
CB Rashad Bauman is a star. 

THE BAD NEWS: The defense has to be rebuilt with seven new 
Starters, and neither line looks particularly strong on paper. There will be 
a new punter, kicker, long-snapper and special teams coordinator. 

OUR CALL; Notas talented overall as UCLA, but the Ducks’ strength 
at home, combined with an easy Pac-10 road slate, gives them a chance 
to win the league. 


11. KANSAS STATE 


Despite Losses, Another Fine Season For 'Cats 


The Kansas State program has reached this kind 

of company: It has finished in the Top 10 in five of 
the past six seasons, matching Nebraska, Florida and Tennessee and 
trailing only Florida State. No matter how big the reloading job is — K- 
State has 11 starters returning, including the punter — the ‘Cats will 
keep knocking on the door of their first Big 12 title. 

THE GOOD NEWS: The linebackers and offensive line are among 
the best in the nation. Lots of hype surrounding the new QB, whoever it 
is — either sophomore Ell Roberson or JC transfer Marc Dunn. 

THE BAD NEWS: Last year’s fine defensive line was mostly seniors, 
and only safety Jon McGraw is left standing in the secondary. Overall, 24 
seniors are gone from last season. 

OUR CALL: Can't count on the Wildcats winning at Nebraska for 
the first time since 1968, so look for a second-place finish in the North 


and a nice bowl. 
Rick Neuheisel has things shaking in Seattle, get- 
ting to the Rose Bowl in only his second season 
with the Huskies. That success, combined with a top-notch recruiting 
class that will become the norm, means Washington is ready to reas- 
sume its place as a full-time Pac-10 monster, just as it was in the early 
90s under Don James. 

THE GOOD NEWS: The Huskies have solved their receiver defi- 
ciencies, and now have one of the best units in the conference. Larry 
Tripplett is the kind of DT stud everyone wants; sophomore RB Rich Alex- 
is is ready for stardom. 

THE BAD NEWS: Marques Tuiasosopo isn’t around to save the 
bacon, and UWis likely to go with Cody Pickett (six career pass attempts) 
at QB. He's working with four new starters on the offensive line. 

OUR CALL: Despite a possible 0-2 start (Michigan, at Miami), the 
Huskies will find their way during the Pac-10 season and be a factor in 
the conference race. 


12. WASHINGTON 


Neuheisel Has Huskies Humming 


13.MISSISSIPPI STATE 


Balanced Dogs Class Of SEC West 


What's this? The Bulldogs have a good offense to 

go with that pop-you-upside-your-head defense? 

Yes sir, which is why they'll roll to their second SEC 
West title in four years and further establish themselves as the best pro- 
gram in the league’s balanced division. You read that right: Best pro- 
gram, not just best team (shuddup Alabama!). 

THE GOOD NEWS: Amazing as it sounds, State has one of the 
best backfields in the country to go with its annually stout offensive 
line. The Mario Haggan-led defense is young in spots (particularly the 
D-Line), but it looks deeper than last year. 

THE BAD NEWS: Spin controllers note. The defense is young in 
spots (particularly the D-Line), and who knows if it is deeper than last 
year. Remember, a few late injuries rolled the Bulldogs off the edge of the 
table. 

OUR CALL: Wayne Madkin has matured into a QB who leads and 
makes plays ... and don’t worry about the defense. These guys will be 
playing Florida twice this season. 


DITKAS RULES 


e« No chick flicks 


No bubble baths 
No talking during football 


And definitely no girly hair spray 


Never stiff 
Never sticky 


Consort hair spray 
‘Cuz guys are different 


14. VIRGINIA TECH 


SY a Vickless In Blacksburg, But Still Tough 


Oh, Michael, we hardly knew ye. Just won't be the 
same without ye. That guy who is taking your place, Grant Noel or some- 
thing like that, says he’s the kind of QB who “can move the chains.” Fine. 
But can he drop back, spin away from two defenders, beat a linebacker 
to the corner, leap over a tackler and leave everyone else in his dust? 
Hmmm ... didn’t think so. 

THE GOOD NEWS: The Hokies defenders are talking about hav- 
ing the best defense in the nation, and they just might be able to back that 
up. Noel, a junior, is unproven, but RB Lee Suggs and WR Andre Davis 
will make his life easier. 

THE BAD NEWS: Other than losing the most exciting player in 
college football, the Hokies need four new offensive linemen. Noel did 
Not distinguish himself during spring practice. Could a true freshman win 
the job in the fall? 

OUR CALL: Tech will dominate early with defense, giving the 
offense time to grow for a season-defining final month, including Miami 
at home on Dec. 1. 


15. NORTHWESTERN 


Will Wildcats Get The Breaks Again? 

The Wildcats were living right last season, winning 

games on a Hail Mary, a fumble by Anthony Thomas 

and prevailing in OT after nailing a 46-yard field 
goal into the wind at the end of regulation. That kind of razor-thin mar- 
gin between winning and losing tends to balance out, but Northwestern's 
roll of good fortune continued when Michigan QB Drew Henson bolted 
in the spring. 

THE GOOD NEWS: Ten starters return from Randy Walker's spread 
offense that stunned the Big Ten by scoring 38.5 points per game. RB Damien 
Anderson is the preseason Heisman favorite after a season of 1,914 yards 
and 22 TDs. 

THE BAD NEWS: Five times last season, the Wildcats failed to 
hold opponents under 41 points. If they're not tougher up front — and 
the personnel isn’t great — the standout linebacking crew will have to 
make too many tackles ... again. 

OUR CALL: When Henson left, the Big Ten race was thrown wide 
open. That allows NU to show that offense wins championships, too. 

oe Forget about these new-fangled Big Ten programs 

that throw, throw, throw. Unlike defending champ 
Purdue and projected champ Northwestern, Michigan will try to earn a 
title the way Bo and Woody did — hand the ball off and play some wicked 
defense. Unexpectedly going from Drew Henson to John Navarre is quite 
a change up, but Lloyd Carr will manage anyway. 

THE GOOD NEWS: Larry Foote, Victor Hobson and Eric Brack- 
ins are as fine as they come at linebacker, and the secondary is full of play- 
makers, too. And, remember, Navarre was quite capable as Henson’s sub 
last season. 

THE BAD NEWS: Even Michigan needs a little time to reload. Not 
only is erstwhile Heisman fave Henson hitting curveballs, but five other 
dearly departed Wolverines — all on offense — were taken among the 
first 43 picks in the draft. 

OUR CALL: Even with only two returning starters on offense, the 


Wolverines will compete for the Big Ten title with the bulk of a defense 
that pitched two shutouts last season. 


16. MICHIGAN 


Wolverines Defense Leads The Way 


17. ALABAMA 


Franchione, Tide On Visionquest 

Dennis Franchione likes to say things like, “this 

team was hungry for direction and a vision.” What- 
ever. But it definitely needed a blueprint for consistency, and that’s what 
his whole career has been about. No more rebuilding from the ground 
up for Coach Fran, just coaching. The talent in Tuscaloosa is such that if 
pointed consistently in the right direction it should win 80 percent off 
the time. 

THE GOOD NEWS; Last year is last year. This year is this year. 
Franchione might just be the guy who can convince these guys that last 
year was just a bad dream, and they can pick up where they left off with 
the SEC title of 1999. 

THE BAD NEWS: The too-balanced QB situation continues to be 
distracting, and guys like LB Saleem Rasheed and WR Freddie Milons might 
really be the players they were in 2000 rather than the stars-in-the-mak- 
ing they looked like in '99. 

OUR CALL: It’s not inconceivable for a team with this experience 
(15 returning starters) and talent to play its way into the Top 10. At least 
they'll come close. 


18. OREGON STATE 


Beavers Build Pac-10 Power In Corvallis 


The day Dennis Erickson was hired was the day 
these little ‘ol pipsqueaks were transformed into 
Godzilla. They tossed aside their woeful history and 
devoured Notre Dame in the Fiesta Bow! on their way to an 11-1 season. 
Erickson, in his third season, will continue to stomp foes through an infu- 
sion of junior college transfers and an offense that just won't quit. 

THE GOOD NEWS: Oregon State has players— RB Ken Simon- 
ton, DB Dennis Weathersby, C Chris Gibson and LB James Allen are 
among the best in the nation. As the Fiesta performance showed, confi- 
dence is not an issue. 

THE BAD NEWS: The Beavers lose their top four pass catchers, 
accounting for 149 receptions for 2,644 yards and 20 touchdowns. And 
both defensive ends, including all-conference pick DeLawrence Grant, 
must be replaced. 

OUR CALL: OSU is ready to contend for a bowl every year, and 
sometimes a major one. With a fairly easy non-league slate, 9-2 or bet- 
ter is within reach in 2001. 


19. LSU 


No Complacency On The Bayou 


The last time the Tigers had Top 25 expectations 

(1997), they fell flat to a losing season. But if 
coach Nick Saban is anything, he is the embodiment of maintaining 
what coaches like to call “competitive disposition.” In other words, 
he'll have their competitive disposition by the neck before he lets this 
team become complacent. That could be the difference between a bowl 
and no bowl. 

THE GOOD NEWS: Virtually the entire defense is back (10 return- 
ing starters), and the offense has a great deal of confidence playing with 
emerging QB Rohan Davey. Josh Reed leads one of the nation’s best 
groups of receivers. 

THE BAD NEWS; Davey has been downright brittle, but since 
Josh Booty left early for the NFL, there’s little depth at QB. The special 
teams must improve just to become average. 

OUR CALL: This team can challenge for the SEC West title, but there’s 
too little margin for error. Getting a second straight bow! will have to be 
enough. 


20. SOUTH CAROLINA 


Gamecocks No Surprise This Season 


Maybe even more amazing than the Gamecocks’ 

resurgence from the pits to a rout of Ohio State in 

the Outback Bowl is the fact that they are perceived 
of being capable of comparable success in 2001. Believe it — Lou Holtz 
has his fellas believing it, and that’s a big part of it. That, and the fact 
that they have 18 starters back from the eight-win season. 

THE GOOD NEWS: Seven home games make for great opportu- 
nities. There are a few elite players (LB Kalimba Edwards, OT Melvin Paige, 
FB Andrew Pinnock, RB Derek Watson), but mostly these guys just play 
good, tough football. 

THE BAD NEWS: As Holtz puts it, the ante has risen ...which 
essentially means that the downside is greater than a year ago, and there 
will be no sneaking up on anybody. And, realistically, the overall talent still 
is barely average in the SEC. 

OUR CALL: Playing seven teams that were in bowls last season, 
plus Alabama, means another eight wins is probably too much to ask. But 
they'll find a way. 


21. COLORADO STATE 


Rams Again Class Of The MWC 

As if they didn’t love coach Sonny Lubick enough 

in Fort Collins, he shrugged off overtures from 

Southern California in the offseason, transforming 
himself from good coach to local legend. Under his watch, the Rams have 
won five conference championships in the past seven seasons (either 
WAC or Mountain West), regardless of the personnel. 

THE GOOD NEWS: Colorado State could have an added dimen- 
sion on offense this season, thanks to option skills of Michigan State 
transfer Bradlee Van Pelt, who battled in the spring with D.J. Busch. The 
receivers are excellent. 

THE BAD NEWS: Running back Cecil Sapp, who had a huge bowl 
game last season, broke his leg in the spring. In three big games — Col- 
orado, UNLV and Louisville — the opponents will be looking to avenge 
losses from last season. 

OUR CALL: CSU is like Oregon from the Pac-10 — the Rams 
always seem greater than the sum of their parts. It’s not wise to start 
going against them now. 


22. NOTRE DAME 


Will Schedule Stifle Irish’s Climb? 

Just in case the Fighting Irish thought they were 

back with the nine-win regular season, Oregon 

State brought them back to earth in the bowl game. 
Whether they can compete with elite speed and talent will be on dis- 
play this season, with games against Nebraska and Tennessee, among 
other toughies. 

THE GOOD NEWS: Coach Bob Davie has the defense playing the 
way he likes (aggressively), and a strong D-Line will really get after foes. 
This is largely a veteran team that should be able to play up from game- 
to-game. 

THE BAD NEWS: Oregon State made this team look like a bunch 
of plodders. And the uncertainty at quarterback (was Matt LoVecchio a 
stop-gap solution or the real thing?) wouldn't seem to lead the Irish to 
the consistency they need. 

OUR CALL: They'll beat a couple of teams they shouldn't, and lose 
to a couple of teams they shouldn't ... and finish 7-4 or so with a trip to 
the Gator Bowl. 


23. CLEMSON 


Dantzler’s Dynamite, Defense Deficient 


At least the Tigers have something ACC rival Flori- 

da State doesn't — a Heisman campaign. The Clem- 
son publicity machine is pushing its “No knocks on Woody” promotion 
in support of Woody Dantzler, but beyond having a superior talent at QB, 
it's hard to see the Tigers catching the Seminoles (or Georgia Tech) this 
season. The Tigers last won the ACC 10 years ago — the year before 
FSU joined the league. 

THE GOOD NEWS: If Dantzler stays healthy, he should finish what 
he started last season — 2,000 yards passing, 1,000 yards rushing. RB 
Travis Zachery can take the pressure off, and Clemson signed the best 
high school receiver class in the nation. 

THE BAD NEWS: The defense went toes up late in the season, allow- 
ing an average of 35 points in the final four games (all against quality oppo- 
nents). With four All-ACC defenders gone, how is that number going to 
go down? 

OUR CALL: Still have a hard time seeing the defense — even after 
a switch to a 4-2-5 scheme — slowing down the big boys. But it will be 
fun to watch the Tigers try to outscore them. 


24. STANFORD 


Fasani Makes Cardinal A Threat 

We're basing this one on the “senior quarterback” 

theory. Teams with good senior quarterbacks find 
ways to win, and the Cardinal has a good one in fifth-year guy Randy 
Fasani. Stanford averaged 29.75 points in his eight starts last season, 
falling off to 7.6 points in the three games he was injured. Fasani has 15 
other returning starters around him, making the Cardinal sneaky good. 

THE GOOD NEWS: Stanford won't have trouble scoring points, 
with Fasani, a backfield tandem that combined for 1,189 yards last sea- 
son and an offensive line that returns its top seven. And you gotta like 
Tyrone Willingham’s tough love. 

THE BAD NEWS: The offense needs to develop a go-to receiver; 
the defense must find a new inside-outside combo to replace DT Willie 
Howard and OLB Riall Johnson. Will Fasani be able to stay healthy? 

OUR CALL: A tough schedule that includes Boston College and Notre 
Dame — and has trips to Oregon and Washington — keeps Stanford 
from climbing higher. 


25. WISCONSIN 


Alvarez Has Badgers Tough Enough 


Barry Alvarez’s teams have been to three of the 

past eight Rose Bowls — as many as Penn State, 
Ohio State and Michigan combined. In Madison, it’s all about the 
program, and it’s still in fine shape after a 9-4 “slump.” We're a little 
skeptical of the two-headed QB of Brooks Bollinger and Jim Sorgi, but 
believe Alvarez can coax these guys into the league race. 

THE GOOD NEWS: First of all, no one should be taking unad- 
vertised discounts on shoes this year. Beyond that, Wisconsin can build 
a winning defense around senior defensive tackle Wendell Bryant and 
cornerback Mike Echols. 

THE BAD NEWS: Star RB Michael Bennett's replacement, Brod- 
erick Williams, suffered a knee injury in the spring, and might miss the 
season. The interior of O-Line was gutted by graduation, and the special 
teams must be rebuilt foot by foot. 

OUR CALL: The teams that gave UW fits last season — the spread 
offenses of Purdue and Northwestern — aren't on the schedule. The Bad- 
gers can gut it out with everyone else. 


Rating the Teams 1-117 


Florida 
Miami 
Texas 
Tennessee 
Oklahoma 


UNLV 
Colorado 
Louisville 
Georgia 

N.C. State 
Purdue 

USC 

East Carolina 
Illinois 

Texas Tech 
Ole Miss 
Pittsburgh 
Southern Miss 
Ohio State 
Texas A&M 
Syracuse 
Michigan St. 
North Carolina 
Minnesota 
Auburn 
Virginia 

BYU 

Marshall 
Arkansas 
Penn State 
Boston College 
Fresno State 
Washington State 
Oklahoma State 
San Diego State 
Arizona 

UAB 

Arizona State 
Temple 

lowa 

Tulane 

New Mexico 
Maryland 
West Virginia 
Toledo 

TCU 

Indiana 

Utah 
Cincinnati 

Cal 

Missouri 


Florida State 
Nebraska 
UCLA 
. Georgia Tech 
. Oregon 


With QB Jason Thomas, the Rebels could shock the nation. 
Veteran team has exciting young QB making plays. 

Veteran team is making a habit of winning these days. 

Can new coach Mark Richt lead Dawgs to big-game wins? 
With Philip Rivers slinging the ball, anything is possible. 
Here's a switch: Boilers count on 'D’ while offense matures. 
Just like last year, QB Carson Palmer due for a breakthrough. 
Pirates could be ready to break through to C-USA title. 
Which was the abberation: 8-4 in '99 or 5-6 in 2000? 
Second year in Mike Leach’s system offsets defensive youth. 
When Eli is done, Peyton and Archie will be just hangers-on. 
Soft early schedule will launch Panthers to another bowl. 
Always-tough non-league slate gives Eagles glass ceiling. 
Welcome Jim Tressel; just don't lose any games, OK? 
Aggies seem to lack difference makers. 

Orangemen must solve OB problems to make real progress. 
Spartans need to score points to go with rugged defense. 
One last chance for QB Ronald Curry to reach greatness. 
Can the Gophers make it three bowls in a row? 


Decimated by draft; could go from first to worst in SEC West. 


Al Groh goes home to take over always-solid program. 
Veteran O-Line will help Gary Crowton in post-Edwards era. 
Still the MAC's best, thanks to quarterback Byron Leftwich. 
After all the injuries, the Hogs are due some breaks. 

JoePa will find a way to win this time ... won't he? 

Third consecutive bowl depends on defensive improvement. 
Bulldogs are best in the WAC, but must win key road games. 
Cougs hitting an up cycle; bowl game within reach. 

QB Aso Pogi fun to watch, but tough to see Cowboys rising. 
Aztecs hope experience leads to improved consistency. 

For now, new sheriff John Mackovic lacks big-time OB. 
Small fan base, young OL stand in way of first bowl. 

New coach Dirk Koetter has enough talent to move up. 

In Owls’ Big East swan song, veteran crew could leave mark. 
Can Hawkeyes build on solid last month of 2000 season? 


Strong finish in 2000 under Chris Scelfo, will keep improving. 


Own offense stands between Lobos and a bow! game. 

Can Ralph Friedgen solve Terps’ late-season swoons? 

Rich Rodriguez's passing attack needs the right players. 
Nifty backfield combo makes Rockets class of MAC West. 
Frogs jump into C-USA just as they start rebuilding project. 
It would seem that anything can penetrate the IU defense. 
Difficult schedule and rebuilding defense are tough combo. 
Need to stay close for K Jonathan Ruffin to make difference. 


With 17 returning starters, Tom Holmoe needs to win ... now. 


New coach Gary Pinkel finds Tigers don't have much teeth. 


11. Kansas State 
12. Washington 
13. Mississippi St. 
14. Virginia Tech 
15. Northwestern 


Central Florida 


._ Western Michigan 
. Vanderbilt 


Air Force 

lowa State 
Rice 

Kentucky 

San Jose State 
Kansas 
Houston 
Middle Tennessee 
Baylor 

Hawaii 

Boise State 
Wyoming 

Ohio 

UTEP 


. Wake Forest 


Memphis 

SMU 

Rutgers 

New Mexico St. 


. Tulsa 


Miami, Ohio 
Duke 

Nevada 

Akron 
Louisiana Tech 


. Idaho 
. Naw 


Ball State 


. Army 


Utah State 
Northern Illinois 


. North Texas 

. Bowling Green 
. Kent State 

. Arkansas State 
. Central Michigan 
. Troy State 


Eastern Michigan 


. South Florida 


Buffalo 
La.-Lafayette 
UConn 
La.-Monroe 


16. Michigan 

17. Alabama 

18. Oregon State 
19. LSU 

20. South Carolina 


21. Colorado State 
22. Notre Dame 
23. Clemson 

24. Stanford 

25. Wisconsin 


Improving defense a big boost for QB Ryan Schneider. 

Bet you didn’t think Gary Darnell would be back, did you? 
Good at skill positions, but this doesn't look like breakthrough. 
Falcons often struggle with new QB, which is what they have. 
Trying to show that they weren't one-year bowl wonders. 
WAC challengers return top RBs and good defensive depth. 
Prolific QB Jared Lorenzen and not much else for new coach. 
Fine RB Deonce Whitaker returns, but defense is the key. 
Against this schedule, could be improved and win 2-3 games. 
Cougars could be the sleeper in deep C-USA. 

Raiders look like the best team in new Sun Belt. 

Bears continue to look for Kevin Steele's first Big 12 win. 
With exciting QB Timmy Chang, Warriors could surprise. 
Broncos enter new league after 10-win season. 

Building is a lengthy process, second-year coach is finding. 
Eighteen starters back from squad that beat two bowl teams. 
Must rebuild after breakthrough season. 

New coach Jim Grobe has 19 starters back from 2-9 team. 
Tommy West gets another chance as a head coach. 

It's hard to see why Mustangs aren't annually at top of WAC. 
James Gandolfini TV ad has Greg Schiano off and running. 
Aggies need to put some defense with varied offense. 
Hurricane could be surprise team with 17 starters back. 
Veteran line will help transition to new quarterback. 

With opener against Florida State, losing streak will hit 13. 
QB David Neill is a big-timer, but Wolfpack still developing. 
Zips fall back after nearly catching Marshall last season. 

Will have eyes opened in first year in competitive WAC. 

QB John Welsh is a good one... but Idaho in Sun Belt? 
Return of QB Brian Madden makes Middies more competitive. 
After five-win season, no sneaking up on anyone this year. 
Turning Black Knights into a throwing team could take time. 
Aggies have exciting RB Emmett White, but no conference. 
High-scoring Huskies have 1,000-yard RB Thomas Hammock. 
Veteran lines have Mean Green looking for breakthrough. 
Speed upgrade needed before wins come for Urban Meyer. 
Woeful offense keeps Flashes in the rankings’ triple digits. 
Indians need to find themselves a defense. 

Chippewas just can't score enough to make move up. 

|-AA power moves up with new “Trojan Spread” offense. 
Both lines improving, but will take their lumps again in 2001. 
In fertile recruiting country, Bulls will rise in near future. 
Bulls still taking baby steps, like getting out of MAC cellar. 
Perhaps joining league will give Cajuns a focus. 

So much depends on the left knee of QB Ryan Tracey. 

Worst team in worst league: A distinction worth avoiding. 


Every year, my players make a fistful of dollars on Opening Day. 
A satchel full in Week Two. A bushel basket in Week Three and 
a cartload in Week Four. Check my September record for the 


last six seasons... see for yourself: 


ball. Sure we win the rest of the year, but 
seldom as big as September. Here's a 
piece of last year's September record so 
you'll know I'm not blowing smoke: 


SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 2 


West Va (-2) Boston Col 34-14 W 
So Miss (+10) Tennessee 16-19 W 
N. Dame (-21/2) TexA&M_ 24-10 W 
Alabama (-6) UCLA 24-25 L 
SMU (+41/2) over Kansas 31-17 W 


Oklahoma (-26) UTEP 55-14 W 
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 3 

Ravens (-21/2) Steelers 16-0 W 
Saints (-1) Lions 10-14 L 


Chargers (+61/2) Raiders 6-9 W 
Panthers(+10!/2) Redskins 17-20  W 


How do you explain this kind of 

success? Simple. While the 
Vegas linesmakers sit 
on their duff guess- 
ing where the line 
OUGHT to be, 


it 


Be 


RIBKS 


that tells us where the line MUST be. 
It's their guesswork versus. our 
homework. No contest! 


Interested? 
Then let’s make a deal: 


* All I want for my record-bust- 
ing month is just $100. (Last year 
even my least ambitious players 
made TWENTY times that.) 


* For your $100, you get my 
September Hotline plays-figure 2 
to 3 college and 2 to 3 NFL games 
every weekend plus Key Mondays. 


* I’m saying that if (for example) 
I give you 25 games, you must 
win at least 20 of them or I have 
to give you October, November 
and December absolutely FREE! 


So it’s all UPSIDE for you and a lot 
of DOWNSIDE for me if I fail. | could 
give you 29-6 for 76% and STILL fall 
short. What a deal. | must be awfully 
confident. And | am! 


Recorded message. No obligation. 


WHAT IF | COME THOUGH © 
AND WE HIT 80%? 

Then you agree to come in for the 
rest of the season for just $150. 
With all those EARLY PROFITS in 
your pocket I know you'll be tickled 
pink. And you WILL win. Last 


October we topped 70%. Most years, 
November is our HOTTEST month. 


BONUS 1: you GET My PRE- 
SEASON FREE. Another $100 value 
and it includes 30 more top plays you 
can make money with. We don't 
ho-hum the pre-season. We win it! 


BONUS 2: you GET My NET- 
WORK BULLETIN NEWSLETTER 
with trends, power ratings, winning 
systems and angles plus analysis and 
64%-accurate picks on all board games. 


So get aboard my August/September 
Win Machine. Remember, early bucks 
are the best. By the time the Vegas man 
starts to catch up, you already have more 
of his money than he can ever win back 
from you. What a great spot to be in! 


A FREE-WHETHER YOU ORDER 
OR NOT - 2 Preview Issues of 
Network Bulletin Newsletter: 

1) College Preview 

2) NFL Preview with Draft 
Analysis. PLUS NEW: "Best 
Offshore Sports Books." Rates 
the books on; service (bonuses, vig, 
odds) and fastest payouts. 


1-800-323-4453 


WANT YOUR WINNERS ON LINE? Browse my 


selection menu plus background & insights at our website: www.jimhurley.com 


4/7-FREE! CALL 1-877-SCORE-10. No need for costly pagers. Get scores in real time, lines, updates. 


Play In Tr OF aE: Thr ee Casinos And Receive ESI 00 In Chips! 


1-888-BET- EASY 


E-3 3B @ - 23 @ —- 3a 7 SB BACK-UP TOLL FREE1-877-690-2387 


@ FREE PAYOUTS EVERYDAY, ANYTIME, WE PAY! 
 SBG GLOBAL has a proven record of nine years of service, security and stability, 

500 fiber optic phone lines and two land-based satellites means NO busy signals, 

@ ()uick, Easy And FREE Account Activation. 
(ne account number accesses all services: call center/ click and bet/ virtual casinos, 
FREE contests and promotions all year long, 

Featured on ESPN, USA Today, NBCI, CNBC, Fox Sports and The Wall Street Journal. 

@ FASTEST PAYOUTS in the industry, Guaranteed! 24 hours a day/7 days a week, 


The World's Largest and Most Respected Sportsbook and Online Casino 


PT ea F Be TULLELDDLT PELs eT T | rryr yd 


come) | 


The Game Will Never Again See a Trio 
Like Paterno, Bowden and Holtz 


BY DENNIS DODD 


History wears white socks this season. It does parlor tricks on national television. It says 
things that would get a less-adored speaker thrown to the politically correct police for 
sentencing. You know history as Joe Paterno, Lou Holtz and Bobby Bowden. But you 


probably won’t know them as coaches for much longer, which is one of the things that 


makes this fall so compelling. In the past year, five of the top nine winningest active 
When will we next see two coaches (Penn State’s Paterno coaches retired, resigned or were fired. But in the new millen- 
and Florida State’s Bowden) destined to break the Division I-A nium, the game has been left not to the young and the restless 
record for career victories in the same season? When will we see but to wise old heads. 
them joined by the only coach in history (Holtz) to lead six pro- Paterno (322), Bowden (315) and Holtz (224) are 1-2-3 in 
grams to bowl games? victories among active coaches. That’s a combined 89 years, 75 
How about never? bowl games and five national titles worth of experience. 
“There will be somebody come along,” said LaVell Edwards And they aren't about to stop anytime soon. 
who retired last season after 29 years at Brigham Young, “but “What is youth?” said Holtz, a national coach of the year can- 
there won't be that whole crew of them, the whole lot.” didate in 2000 at age 63. “I'd rather have my experience than my 
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An old fox like Lou Holtz knows the way to the postseason, having 
directed six programs, including South Carolina last season, to bowls. 


youth.” 

Twenty-nine seasons of experience allowed Holtz to reach 
back for his ol’ fastball once more, transforming South Carolina 
fromran 0-11 laughingstock to 8-4 in 2000: The 7 1/2-game turn- 
around was the best in SEC history and fourth-best in Division I-A 
history. 

Bowden, a Southern gentleman coach, has built a modern 
dynasty, winning two championships while winning at least 10 
games for 14 straight seasons. 

Paterno is the conscience of the game. He has been in State 
College for a half century, 35 years as head coach, completing 
five undefeated seasons and winning two national titles. Standing 
on the brink of history, all Paterno can see are balan 
white socks, not Bear Bryant’s legacy of 323 career victories, J] 
which he'll match with his first victory this season. . 

“| learned from Coach Bryant that | wasn’t as good ¢ acoach a 
I thought | was,” said Paterno in typical self-deprecation. 
“| really believe that when Joe hangs ‘em up he might go 


down as tops,” Bowden once said. “I’m talking, we can go back 


2001 


PHOTO BY STEVE BEYER 


to Rockne, we can go back to my idol, Bear Bryant, go back to 
Bob Neyland. 

“Go back to all the greats. Joe might be the guy everybody 
looks to because — to me, Joe has done everything right. He 
graduates players, he’s articulate and his character is impecca- 
ble.” 

Their ages are both a tribute to their accomplishments and a 
reason to think their success isn’t going to stop any time soon. 
Paterno, 74, is two victories away from breaking Bear Bryant's 
Division I-A victory mark. Bowden, 71, is only nine victories 
away. Both have contracts that run through 2004. 

Holtz, now 64, is just beginning at South Carolina after previ- 
ously leading William & Mary, North Carolina State, Arkansas, 
Minnesota and Notre Dame to bowl games. Holtz recently joined 
the millionaires club with a $175,000 raise that bumped his 
salary to $1.049 million for the next five years. 

Seals and Crofts said it in 1973, the year of Paterno’s third 
undefeated season. 


eicied to ‘what it used to be. I just don t know if coaches will 
stay with it as long. I've been around 47 years. Joe’s been longer 
than me.” 

If there’s ever been as much coaching history headed into 
one year it’s hard to find. Pop Warner, No. 4 on the all-division 
victories list, ended his career 20 years before Bear Bryant (No. 3 
on the list) even started. 

All-time victories leader Eddie Robinson started in 1941 at 
Grambling. That was five years before Amos Alonzo Stagg, sixth 
all-time with 314 victories, ended his career. 

But this trio is a convergence as harmonic as the new millen- 


Thing is, the old ways still work best for this Odd Trio. 
Paterno and Bowden are in position to push the Bear to third 
place in Division I-A by the end of the season. 

Paterno is fying to rebound from a 5-7 season, the worst in 


tor Jerry Sandusky. Starting conte Rast nard Casey had the 
shadow of a possible felony indictment hanging c over him. Bril- 
liant defenders Courtney Brown and LaVar Arrington had 
departed early for the NFL. The team was no doubt effected by 
the spinal injury to Adam Taliaferro. 

“Somebody gets injured and somebody doesn’t pan out or 
freak things happen and they say, ‘Oh, the game has passed 
them by. We need to get a younger guy in there,’ ” Holtz said. 
“That’s what happened to Joe Paterno last year. It's one of those 
years, but | guarantee you he'll be back. 

“I'm a Joe Paterno fan. He’s the best coach on the sideline 
during a game. We've gone in at halftime up by three thinking 

alot] up by 20. No. 1, he lost Jerry Sandusky. You cannot 
minimize the.loss.of that leadership. The players believed in him 
and everything he did. They — defensively last year for 
whatever reason.” 

As for Bowden, his only tough be rat Florida State was, well, 
maybe the first one. He had his only losing record at FSU in 1976 
: ar must have known a storm was gath- 
le first season in Tallahassee. 

m here to spend a couple of days with us and 
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play golf,” Bowden said. 

“We were trying to get a game with him and he wouldn't 
give us one. The year before this job came open, ‘Bama beat 
Florida State 8-7 on a last-second field goal. He said, “We might 
play you again, but it won't be in my time.’” 

And it never was. Bryant passed away six years later at the 
time Bowden was starting one of college football’s most amazing 
dynasties. 

Bowden, born and raised in Birmingham, was once a likely 
candidate to get caught in Bryant's huge shadow. He played 
quarterback for the Crimson Tide as a freshman then transferred to 
Howard College (now Samford University) in Birmingham. He 
didn’t go far for his first assistant coaching job — Howard. 

“The limitless of your mind could possibly see being head 
coach at Howard College one day,” Bowden said. “That's proba- 
bly as far as you could think. Eventually | became head coach 
there. 

“Then it was, ‘Hold it, | might want to move up to a bigger 
range.’ | didn’t know I'd end up at West Virginia and | didn’t 
know I'd end up at Florida State. | always thought I'd end up at 
Alabama or Auburn.” 

Those jobs were taken when Bowden went to ramshackle 
Florida State in 1976. The former women’s teachers 
college had gone through six coaches in the pro- 
gram’s brief 28-year existence to that point. 

“The stadium was 41,000. It looked like an 
erector set,” Bowden said. 

“A lot of times when | first came here, good 
kids wouldn't visit here. When | became the head 
coach, the University of Florida had a television show 
around the state and most of the South. | didn’t even 
have one. We struggled. We finally got in four cities, 
then we got five. Then we got all over the state. It’s 
taken years of building and this is the result.” 

Behold an empire that rules not only Florida 
but also much of college football. 

Son Tommy Bowden is a budding coaching 
star at Clemson. Another son, Terry, was one of the 
winningest coaches in Auburn history — before 
recently becoming an ABC analyst. Jeff Bowden 
replaced Mark Richt during the offseason as Florida State’s offen- 
sive coordinator. 

“When he hired me, | was a graduate assistant,” said Richt, 
who finally left the nest after 13 years to become head coach at 
Georgia. “But he gave me the quarterbacks responsibility. | think 
he came to the first meeting and kind of followed me around the 
first practice. 

“After that he never came to another meeting. What better 
way to motivate a man than to give him responsibility.” 

Left to his own, Richt became one of the hottest coaching 
commodities in the country during the 1990s, having helped 
coached two Heisman Trophy winners (Charlie Ward and Chris 
Weinke). 

“Damn, Florida State amazes me year in and year out,” said 
Oregon State coach Dennis Erickson, who coached against Bow- 
den while at Miami. “They get great players and they know what 
they want for their system. You don’t beat them (in recruiting). 
No one beats them in the state of Florida.” 

Because of his charm, Bowden can say almost anything and 
have it come out the folksy musings of a wise old man. Two sea- 
sons ago, star receiver Peter Warrick almost became a sympa- 
thetic figure, thanks to his coach, even after the infamous Dillard's 
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Bobby Bowden thought his career would take him to Alabama or 
Auburn, but after 315 wins in Tallahassee, he is Mr. Seminole. 


incident. 

“If he goes out and gets a good discount, | want to know 
how he did it,” Bowden said after Warrick was charged with mis- 
demeanor theft in getting a clothing discount from a friendly 
clerk. “But I’m not going to send him to jail. I've tried to not let 
public opinion influence what I do.” 

Maybe those words sound different coming from someone 
else’s mouth, but since it’s Bowden, it usually glides by an ador- 
ing media and public with a hearty chuckle. 

You want to know what really makes these senior citizens 
tick? It’s the juice, and we're not talking the prune variety. 

As the Gamecocks came off the field following an Outback 
Bowl victory over Ohio State on Jan. 1, the 40,000 South Carolina 
fans at Raymond James Stadium gave the team a standing ova- 
tion. 

In 107 years of South Carolina football, Cock-A-Doodle Lou 
had just won the program's second bowl game. 

“We have half of our bowl victories in the history of the 
school,” Holtz said, almost giggling. 

It wasn’t a given that Holtz would return anywhere after leav- 
ing Notre Dame in 1996. His 11 eventful years with the Irish did 
not end well: There were whispers that recruiting had suffered at 
the same time Holtz’s coaching had slipped the final years. Holtz 
got tired of chasing his tail where “we had years when we went 
9-3 and it was a'disastrous year.” 

He still walked away from the Fighting Irish saying, “I will 
always love Notre Dame.” 

Two years ago, a rejuvenated Holtz walked into a deflated 
program in Columbia, S.C., that had five offensive linemen on its 
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roster. By the end of the season, he had used 16. Don’t ask how, 
but let’s just say walk-ons and stray defensive linemen will work 
in a pinch. 

He also used six quarterbacks that year. He hadn’t used up all 
of his amusing magic tricks that he had flashed for Johnny Carson 
on The Tonight Show. 

Still, maybe only Holtz saw a spark after a dreary 0-11 season 
in 1999. Through the misery, fans still continued to pack 
Williams-Brice Stadium each week like it was Florida-Florida State. 

“You make a first down and they start going down by the 
goal posts,” Holtz said. “When we win a championship, I’m afraid 
they're going to tear the stadium down. The goal post won't be 
enough for them.” 

Also two years ago, doctors gave his wife Beth, suffering 
from cancer, a 10-percent chance to live. Holtz certainly didn't 
need the aggravation of trying to mind a failing program at the 
same time. Athletic director Mike McGee asked Holtz three times 
before the coach said “yes.” 

Mostly because Beth, in failing health, saw what another 
chance to win would mean to her husband. 

“| said before we went up for her second cancer surgery, 
“Why do you really want to live?’” Holtz said. “She wanted to see 
more grandchildren born. She wanted to see at least 
one grandchild get married ... and she wanted to see 
the South Carolina fans rewarded.” 

OK, so Holtz is melodramatic. The stories 
become so much schmaltz after a while. So what? 
Someone must be buying it. How do you explain 224 
victories in 29 seasons, |7 of those with ranked 
teams? 

You don't, really. All you really have left are 
the stories that make these men legends. 

Paterno played high school basketball and football at 
Brooklyn Prep against a short, stocky coach at St. 
Cecilia’s over in New Jersey. Years later Paterno 
became close and was allowed to watch Washington 
Redskins practices run by that same coach: Vince 
Lombardi. 

Paterno has become an icon that is still rele- 
vant in his mid-70s. There are a whole line of Paterno 
products. Our favorites are golf balls bearing Paterno’s image that 
supposedly go up the middle three times out of four, and the life- 
size cutouts of JoePa so realistic that neighbors once called police 
to a vacant home. The occupants had put up a Standup Joe ina 
window to ward off intruders. 

Jesuit priests educated both Lombardi and Paterno. Part of 
the Jesuit philosophy is to-allow “freedom within discipline:” It 
was that way with Lombardi’s famed power sweep. It is that way 
with Paterno's sometimes-criticized conservative offense. 

Casey embodied the freedom part of the freedom-within-dis- 
cipline concept on a twisting, turning scramble for a touchdown 
against Illinois. It was voted Play of the Year by one outlet during 
the offseason. Penn State finished 4-4 in the Big Ten and obvi- 
ously isn’t dead yet. Paterno, a huge benefactor of the university's 
library, can speak eloquently on everything from a college foot- 
ball playoff to NCAA issues to world events. When he retires, 
insiders will miss Paterno’s Friday evening hotel bull sessions 
before road games. 

How many coaches have had a book published containing 
nothing more than their famous quotes. Bear Bryant does. And so 
does the guy who is about to pass him — Paterno in “Quotable 
Joe.” 
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Joe Paterno slipped last season to a 5-7 record, but needs two more 
victories to pass Bear Bryant's Division I-A record of 323 wins. 


“If you took 20 guys from the high school, pulled them at 
random and put them in a room to brainstorm about a theoretical 
recommendation for how to reshape America’s foreign policy, | 
guarantee you that Joe would be chairing the meeting within five 
minutes,” Brooklyn Prep classmate Joe Hurley said. 

Paterno can take a joke, too. The story is told of former 
Kansas coach Pepper Rodgers finding Paterno at a coach’s con- 
vention in San Francisco. Kansas lost the 1968 Orange Bowl to 
Penn State 15-14 because it was caught using a 12th player late 
in the game. Years later, Penn State lost a Sugar Bowl game to 
Alabama in the same fashion in the 1970s. 

“This guy jumps out from between parked cars and says, ‘Ha, 
ha, ha, 12 men on the field, fella,” recalls former Big Ten com- 
missioner Wayne Duke. “It was Pepper.” 

"He couldn't wait to rub it in,” Paterno said, failing to sup- 
press a grin. 

Richt already is missing Bowden’s “iffy meetings” the night 
before games. In his hotel room, Bowden would gather his staff 
and run down. a.list of possibilities for the next day’s game — a 
what-if list. 

“It wouldn't be unusual for him to be sitting there in his boxer 
shorts, chewing on a cigar, kind of sitting back and pondering 
something, scratching his head and belly,” Richt said. “There are 
fond memories there.” 

Bowden looks beyond the end of his career and sees the end 
of an era. Athletic directors are much less patient these days. No 
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For Al Groh, the 
chance to return to his 

alma mater of Virginia, 
was something to shout 


‘ 


matter what you think of his coaching style, John Cooper did get 
fired at Ohio State after winning 70 percent of his games — 192 
in his career. 

Cooper's gone. So is the 70-year-old Lavell Edwards. And 
West Virginia’s Don Nehlen ... and Virginia's George Welsh ... 
and Arizona's Dick Tomey ... and Missouri's Larry Smith, all of 
them 60-somethings. Each of these six ranked among the top 11 
active winningest coaches in the nation last season before retiring 
or being shown the door. 

But the Big Three continue to march on. 

“| thought I was tired of coaching,” Holtz said. 
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Back to School 
NFL coaches find campus is cool 


BY DENNIS DODD 


What was Al Groh thinking? 

The question was posed in more than one chat room, sub- 
way, deli and taxi after the New York Jets coach abruptly left on 
Dec. 31 to coach at Virginia, of all places. 

Wherever people met in the ultimate NFL hub city, it was a 
street-corner topic. 

One minute Groh has the Jets running up more than 500 
yards on the eventual Super Bowl champion Ravens. Seven days 
later, he had taken a job in a place called Charlottesville. 

“It was unexpected and kind of surprising to me, as it was a 
lot of other people,” Groh said. 

What we've got going on here is a reverse trend that has 
seen Groh and his peers reconsidering just how attractive it is to 
be an NFL head coach. 

Three former NFL head coaches — Oregon State’s Dennis 
Erickson, USC’s Pete Carroll and Arizona's John Mackovic — now 
lead programs in the Pac-10. Another Pac-10 coach, Stanford’s 
Tyrone Willingham, has significant pro experience as an assistant. 

Former Kansas City Chiefs coach Marty Schottenheimer’s 
name came up at North Carolina before the school hired New 
Orleans Saints assistant John Bunting. Former Dallas Cowboys 
coach Chan Gailey was in the running at Georgia. 

At least five other former NFL head or assistant coaches 
“dropped down” to the college level within the past five years. 

The world wants to know why. There was a time when leav- 
ing the NFL for college was a major step backward. It is suddenly 
acceptable to quit pursuing NFL glamour and power and settle 
for life in a place like Corvallis, Ore. 

“The money is closer, that’s one of the basic reasons,” said 
Erickson, who seemingly was forced to take one of those steps 
down to then-lowly Oregon State when he was fired from the 
Seattle Seahawks in 1998. “Some college coaches probably get 
paid even more.” 

At last count there were 18 college coaches being paid at 
least $1 million per season. Athletic directors hungry for bowl 
games and prestige, aided by a long economic boom, have been 
handing out raises almost nightly. Top coordinators are paid well 


“| wasn't. | was tired of maintaining and | wasn’t even aware 
of it. When you try to maintain something, you never have any 
successes because you're never trying to accomplish anything.” 

Oh, there’s plenty more to accomplish for these wise guys. 

Lucky for us. Once they leave, all those ties to your 
father’s college football will be gone. We'll largely be left with 
trendy new guys like Rick Neuheisel and Bob Stoops, whose 
college football backgrounds don’t even go back as far as 
disco. 

“| have no desire to retire,” Bowden said. “After you retire, 
there's only one big event left.” 
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past six figures at major programs. 

Bind it all together and, “it’s lifestyle and how you want to 
live,” Erickson said. 

Groh, 56, had been on the NFL fast track but saw an opportu- 
nity to return to his alma mater where he played football and 
lacrosse. 

It was going to take someone special to replace George 
Welsh. Groh was it. 

“There were a lot of deep issues involved,” Groh said. “This is 
the only school | would have ever considered because | enjoy the 
NFL very much. | have a lot of contacts within the state. My 
mother lives here, my brother and sister live here.” 

College football looks like a big, comfy barcalounger for 
some. There is pressure, yes, but a different kind of pressure. Illi- 
nois coach Ron Turner was allowed to go 3-19 in his first two sea- 
sons before reviving the Illini. 

“| got back in the college game because | love the college 
game,” said Turner who left the Chicago Bears in 1997 after four 
years as an offensive coordinator. “It’s not a step down, | don’t 
think. | don’t think the perception is there anymore.” 

Bunting left for his alma mater less than two years after win- 
ning a Super Bowl with the St. Louis Rams. Oakland Raiders 
coach Jon Gruden, an Ohio native, was at least somewhat inter- 
ested in the Ohio State vacancy before Jim Tressel came from 
Youngstown State. 

“There are two or three issues,” said Arizona's Mackovic, 
who was the head coach of the Kansas City Chiefs from 1983 to 
1986. 

“Financially, the money is much better. It’s an opportunity for 
a coach to develop his career. With only 32 head coaching jobs in 
the NFL, they're finding an opportunity to come back to the col- 
lege ranks, get the experience, leadership training, personnel 
decisions, dealing with the media. It’s a good training ground. 

“Plus, the work schedule of the NFL has changed dramatically 
in the last five to 10 years. Many of the coaches are working year- 
round. Whereas in the college game, it’s been pretty much a 
year-round situation.” 

A situation where college coaches can find more control. Sea- 
hawks coach Mike Holmgren has made it a career quest for “total 
control” (coach and general manager) that almost every NFL 
coach craves. Guess what? In college, it’s built in. 

It has to be. The coach has to oversee everything from play- 
calling to recruiting to academics. If he does it well enough, he 
becomes a version of Bobby Bowden or Joe Paterno, i.e., the 
modern CEO king/coach with almost unlimited power in a state. 

Despite the pressure and big bucks, college football still has a 
certain charm that money can’t buy. 

Sixteen years after starting his college career at Hawaii, June 
Jones turned down bigger bucks from the San Diego Chargers to 
return to the islands in 1999. 

The glamour of staying in the NFL meant less than coming 
“home.” His wife Diane had beaten cancer. The kids loved the 
islands. Who cared if the program stunk? Jones could watch the 
sun rise over paradise while on his way to the office. 

What clinched Jones’ place in Hawaii's heart was that in this 
age of mega-dollar contracts, he actually turned down money to 
come to the islands. He was making $500,000 with the Chargers. 
Hawaii offered him only $320,000. Jones suggested he could 
make it into a “lifetime job.” 

“Here was a fellow that came to Hawaii, wanted to come 
back to Hawaii,” athletic director Hugh Yoshida said. “He came 
back for all the right reasons, The people in Hawaii really embrace 
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the thought that it’s the land of aloha. It’s a warm, fuzzy feeling 
that Hawaii was a good place to live.” 

Jones solidified his legend status in Hawaii by orchestrating 
the biggest turnaround in Division I-A history. The Rainbows went 
from 0-12 in 1998 to 9-4 in 1999. 

Erickson has achieved similar status after ending Oregon 
State’s 29-year losing streak in 1999 and then leading the fourth- 
ranked Beavers to a Fiesta Bowl-winning season in 2000. It beats 
going 31-33 in four seasons with the Seahawks. 

“It seems like in the NFL now, it’s three or four years and they 
don’t give you an opportunity to do anything,” Erickson said. “For 
the most part in college football they're going to give you an 
opportunity because of the recruiting. In the NFL with free 
agency, obviously those own- 
ers expect it to be done right 
away.” 

When former New Eng- 
land Patriots coach Pete Carroll 
was announced as Southern 
Cal’s new coach on Dec. 15, 
there was an outcry among the 
Trojan faithful. The thinking 
was that athletic director Mike 
Garrett had strung the search, 
waiting for more desirable can- 
didates, and was burned. 

Garrett spun this way: Car- 
roll was his choice all along. In 
fact, Garrett said, Carroll had 
been approached three years 
ago before USC hired Paul Hack- 
ett, another guy with an exten- 
sive NFL resume. 

“| didn’t care,” Carroll said 
of the criticism. “I’m here. That didn’t matter. | don’t think it’s as 
significant as people try to make it.” 

Groh and Carroll have insulated themselves with a staff heavy 
on NFL experience. Carroll, for example, hadn't recruited in 18 
years when he took the Trojan job. Groh spent 16 years as a col- 
lege assistant and head coach, but it had been 13 years since he 
left as South Carolina’s offensive coordinator for the NFL. 

“When | was named head coach of the Jets, Bill Parcells used 
the phrase that, ‘We're all from the same tribe,’” Groh said. 
“What separates the people in the tribe from other tribes is a 
common philosophy, common rituals. All my assistants ended up 
having some kind of exposure to the NFL.” 

What's strange is that there is a potential drain on coaches 
going the other way back to the NFL in a few years. Butch Davis 
left for the Cleveland Browns after rebuilding Miami. Oklahoma's 
Bob Stoops at least expressed interest in Cleveland job, and 
intriguing offers are sure to come his way. 

As Mackovic intimated, colleges could be nothing more than 
a training ground for the young and restless assistants. 

The NFL is paying coordinators in the $500,000 range and 
already has shown an interest in elevating the brightest of the 
college game. 

The 49ers snatched Purdue quarterbacks coach Greg Olson in 
February. It was not a bad time for Olson to leave. All he had 
done was coach the Big Ten’s all-time leading passer, Drew 
Brees. 

If Olson does well maybe someday he'll get a promotion — 
and go back to college. 
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Dennis Erickson’s years with 
the Seattle Seahawks didn't 
compare to the bliss he has 
found in Corvallis, Ore., with 
once-lowly Oregon State. 
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Forget the Five Year Dilan: 


By Dennis Dodd 
Kansas State is ancient history. No, not the 


program. The blueprint for resurrecting the program. Just tear it up. Who among us doesn’t 


remember the self-described Greatest Turnaround in College Football? Eleven years ago 
Kansas State — 165 games below .500 in its history to that point — hired little-known lowa 


offensive coordinator Bill Snyder ... and took off. “Fifteen years ago who would have thought that Virginia Tech 
Today, it is a Top 10 program that competes for a Bow! would have been up where they were?” Florida State coach 
Championship Series berth each season. Bobby Bowden said. “Five years ago who would have thought 
“It takes a while to turn a program around,” K-State president | Oklahoma would be back? The parity thing is going to give 
Jon Wefald said. “With Bill Snyder, it took upwards of three everybody a shot, but a lot of presidents are not willing to wait 
years.” for parity.” 

Sorry, that’s too long by today’s standards. The two-year Actually, parity has become a parody of itself. Kansas State’s 
turnaround is becoming typical. most dramatic two-year improvement in the Snyder era was six 
From bad to pretty good to real good. games when it improved from 1-10 in 1989 to 7-4 in 1991. 

Take more than that and you're taking much too much time Ha, that’s nothing. 
for the anxious boosters, fans and athletic directors. Two of the biggest turnarounds in the game’s history have 
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occurred since 1999. Hawaii made the biggest one-year turn- 
around in history going from 0-12 in 1998 to 9-4 in 1999. South 
Carolina is fourth all-time on the turnaround list after going from 
0-11 in 1999 to 8-4 in 2000. 

That only begins the list. Randy Walker took Northwestern 
from 3-9 in 1998 to Rose Bowl contention in 2000. 

Then there was Oklahoma. 

In two years, the Sooners went from the worst three-year 
period in its history (under John Blake) to a national champi- 
onship under Bob Stoops. 

That, more than any of the turnarounds, instigated something 
we'll call The Bob Stoops Factor: Win now or perish. 

John Cooper spent 13 years winning 70 percent of his games 
at Ohio State and was sacked. Jim Donnan got the axe at Georgia 
despite leading the Bulldogs to four straight bowl games, going 
40-19 in five years. 

Before he had so much as a Big 12 division title, Stoops 
nearly doubled his salary in 2000, receiving a raise to $1.4 mil- 
lion in the middle of his second season. 

“That,” said coaching-search consultant Bill Carr, “created a 
new standard in the industry.” 

And not just for the salary. Presidents and athletic directors 
have become increasingly impatient. 

Those who have the modern blueprint are rewarded hand- 
somely. 

The question, of course, is: “How are they doing it?” 

The easy — and overused answer — is scholarship limita- 
tions. The roster limit was trimmed from 95 to 85 in the early 
1990s. 

It’s hard to explain why and how the talent distribution is 
having such a profound effect now. 

More and more it’s about smarts and sweat to manipulate a 
limited roster into a winner. 

It has gotten to the point that many rosters are virtually inter- 
changeable. Really. 

Scholarship numbers have been dropping since the mid-70s 
when former Big Ten commissioner Wayne Duke was among a 
handful of administrators who advocated downsizing college 
football. 
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BY DENNIS DODD } 


In just his second year at Oklahoma, Bob Stoops’ Sooners 
won a national title and confirmed what many were already 
thinking — rebuilding no longer has to be a long process. 


“You can’t legislate total equality, but you can legislate and 
achieve some equality, some economy and some sanity,” Duke 
said. 

During the downsizing, in a hotel lobby Duke once bumped 
into Barry Switzer who told him, “You're trying to legislate medi- 
ocrity.” 

That argument has grown tired over the years. Attendance is 
up. Postseason television ratings are up. 

No one cares that limited squad sizes forced Tennessee to 
start a true freshman, Michael Munoz, at right tackle last year. 
Fans will cheer for 11 chimpanzees on the field as long as they’re 
wearing State U.’s colors. 

What the limits have done is legislate competitiveness. 

Once a team is competitive, a great catch here, a coaching 
move there, a key recruit here, an injury there, a bit of momen- 
tum here ... well, you've got the recipe for a big-time turn- 
around. 

That basically is the ticket. There are a handful of things that 
each program has done — nearly too obvious to mention, but 
clear goals and tasks just the same: 

» Being well organized, 


The kings of the turnaround, Bill Snyder and Kansas State are 
usually Top [0 material every time they run on the field. 


) Infusing the program with confidence and/or positivity, 

» Recruiting well to need and stressing speed, 

) Emphasizing strong defense, 

» Spreading the field offensively to create matchup advan- 
tages (and having a staff that knows how to take advantage of 
them), 

) And getting a key break here or there. 

Purdue got to its first Rose Bowl in 34 years despite playing 
seven true freshmen last season. Five of those freshmen started. 
Coach Joe Tiller has forced the Big Ten to take notice and adjust 
recruiting-wise by recruiting speed over brawn. You might hit the 
Boilers, but they will run past you. 

“The scholarship reduction has spread the talent around bet- 
ter,” Tiller said. “Due to the sheer numbers, maybe not all of us, 
but a majority of us have to play some freshmen. Then it becomes 
a question of how talented these rascals are getting. 

“What we're looking for, if you describe it in very elementary 
terms, is matchup football. If we're trying to match up one of our 
speed guys versus one of your linebackers, you might consider a 
guy that isn’t quite as big but has the foot speed to run with Pur- 
due receivers.” 

Matchup football binds all the turnarounds together. 

Almost every team in the country runs at least some form of 
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the spread offense to move the ball, and uses the press defense 
to stop it. 

They have to. The spread in the first decade of the 21st cen- 
tury is what the wishbone was to the 1970s. The added advan- 
tage is that it’s easy to recruit to and is the perfect answer against 
bigger, brawnier defenses. 

“It’s an equalizer we have in today’s college football,” said 
South Carolina coach Lou Holtz, whose Notre Dame team won 
the 1988 national championship running the option. “We 
changed our offense, we spread it out. You can present some 
problems with teams today with the skill people who can throw 
and catch.” 

South Carolina turned it around with only one first-team All- 
SEC player on the team selected by the league coaches. 

Oklahoma's undersized Quentin Griffin scored 17 rushing 
touchdowns in 2000. That’s the most at Oklahoma since Billy 
Sims ran for 22 in 1979. 

Northwestern lines up in generally the same offensive forma- 
tion as Purdue. The difference being Walker wants to spread the 
defense to create holes for his running backs. Tiller wants to cre- 
ate mismatches with his receivers. 

One of the original proponents of the one-back offense, Ore- 
gon State coach Dennis Erickson, has a knack for going by land 
and air from the same formation. 

These turnarounds have come not only within the scholarship 
confines, but because of them. 

It has enabled a program like Northwestern to make a couple 
of separate surges — Gary Barnett’s Rose Bowl miracle, and then 
once the bloom fell off that Rose, Walker moved in and nearly 
matched it in his second season. 

A brutal set of sprint drills during his first camp in August 
1999 sent a quarter of the team to the sidelines. Walker might 
not call it the time-tested method of “weeding out” by a new 
coach, but it worked. 

“We subjected them to a lot of things they thought initially 
were impossible,” Walker said. “] don't apologize for it; | do it by 
design.” 

Once he had their bodies, it was easy for Walker to mold 
their minds. Three days after an embarrassing loss to TCU last sea- 
son, Walker lugged a weathered, worn 2-by-4 to practice. 

“Guys,” Walker said, “we could lay a 2-by-4 on the ground 
and every guy could walk across it. On game day they raise it 
about 100 feet. Who wants to walk across that?” 

Four days later, Northwestern won in overtime at Wisconsin. 

“So much of this game is mental, confidence,” Wildcat defen- 
sive end Dwayne Missouri said during the season. “Now we can 
look at that (conditioning) test and say as hard as it sounded a 
year ago, we can do it.” 

Holtz was another manual laborer. The 2000 Gamecocks 
weren't significantly different than the 1999 group that lost every 
game. Holtz, the 64-year-old true believer, thought he saw a 
glimmer of hope during the worst season of his career. 

“We lost a lot of games, but we never lost the team,” Holtz 
said, building for the future. 

“We constantly picked up converts that first year and were 
trying to put people in place. Even though | had a lot of distrac- 
tions, and it was a very depressing year, personally, you just stay 
the course.” 
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Coaching Makes 


In two seasons, the following five programs combined to improve by 29 games from their 1998 record to 2000. Hiring a new coach 
was the decisive event in the turnarounds, but also consider this: Four of the schools switched to a one-back offense, which means 


offense not only sells tickets, it helps win games. 


»B OKLAHOMA 

WHERE THEY WERE: The Sooners were coming off the worst 
three-year stretch in their history, going 12-22 in the John Blake 
era. 

WHO THEY HIRED IN 1999: Bob Stoops, defensive coordinator 
at Florida. 

MAKING CHANGES: Stoops scrapped OU's traditional running 
offense, bringing in Mike Leach from Kentucky to install a wide- 
open passing attack. Stoops found the right positions for Blake's 
talented recruits, and recruited hidden JC gems in QB Josh 
Heupel and LB Torrance Marshall. ’ 

THE RESULT: A 13-0 national championship season in 2000, 
capped by a 13-2 victory over Florida State and Heisman-winning 
quarterback Chris Weinke. 

THE FUTURE: Get used to it — Oklahoma is back among the 
nation’s elite. 


b SOUTH CAROLINA 
WHERE THEY WERE: The program 
had been to only one bowl game in 

10 seasons, and gave Brad Scott his 
walking papers after suffering through 
a 1-10 season. 

WHO THEY HIRED IN 1999: Lou 
Holtz, a winner everywhere he has 
been in college. 

MAKING CHANGES: The Gamecocks 
stumbled to 0-11 in Holtz’s first sea- 
son, although the defense showed 
signs of greatness. In the offseason, 
Holtz switched to a spread offense ... 
and both sides of the ball took flight. 
THE RESULT: An 8-4 season, capped 
by a New Year’s Day 24-7 victory over 
Ohio State in the Outback Bowl. 

THE FUTURE: The SEC East isn’t for the meek, but the Game- 
cocks will be a tough out for Florida, Tennessee and Georgia. 


BD NORTHWESTERN 

WHERE THEY WERE: They were 3-9 when Gary Barnett left for 
Colorado in January of 1999, having retreated from the dizzying 
heights of 1995 (Rose Bowl season) and 1996 (co-Big Ten Cham- 
pionship). 

WHO THEY HIRED IN 1999: Randy Walker, head coach at Miami 
of Ohio. 
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The next step for Lou Holtz is to 
make South Carolina a consistent 
winner in the SEC. 


MAKING CHANGES: Using a conservative offense in 1999, 
Northwestern was a boring 3-8, but the coaching staff took a few 
tips from St. Louis Rams assistant head coach John Matcko, 
switching to a spread offense that created space for RB Damien 
Anderson. 

THE RESULT: An 8-4 bowl season with the offense averaging 
38.6 points — an improvement of nearly 26 points per game. 
THE FUTURE: With 10 starters back on offense, the Wildcats are 
aiming for a Big Ten title ... if the defense steps up. 


b OREGON STATE 

WHERE THEY WERE: The most woebegone program in Amer- 
ica, with an NCAA-record 29 consecutive losing seasons, includ- 
ing an improved 5-6 in Mike Riley's last season. 

WHO THEY HIRED IN 1999: Dennis Erickson, recently fired from 
the Seattle Seahawks, and master of the one-back offense. 
MAKING CHANGES: Erickson built on Riley’s 
progress by bringing big-time credibility and confi- 
dence (national titles with Miami), his offense ... 
and valuable junior college talent. 

THE RESULT: After a 7-5 bowl season in 1999, the 
Beavers soared to 11-1 and a 41-9 flogging of 
Notre Dame in the Fiesta Bowl. 

THE FUTURE; Erickson seems committed to stay- 
ing, so look for the good times to continue to roll in 
Corvallis. 


b AUBURN 

WHERE THEY WERE: The Tigers were suffering 
through a messy divorce from coach Terry Bowden, 
who resigned after a 1-5 start in 1998. Auburn fin- 
ished 3-8 with Bill Oliver as the fill-in coach. 

WHO THEY HIRED IN 1999: Tommy Tuberville, 
head coach at Mississippi. 

MAKING CHANGES: Auburn took a step in the right direction 
with a 5-6 mark in 1999, and then Tuberville upgraded a woeful 
running game with junior college star Rudi Johnson. 

THE RESULT: A 9-4 season and a New Year's Day appearance in 
the Citrus Bowl. 

THE FUTURE: Short-term outlook is iffy because Johnson, fullback 
Heath Evans and WR Ronney Daniels all left early for the NFL. 
Long term, Tuberville built stability at Ole Miss, and appears to 
be doing the same at Auburn as the Tigers might not be the SEC 
West favorite, but they're certainly a team to contend with this 
season. 


And sometimes everything just 
breaks right. 

Trailing Mississippi State 
late in the game at Columbia 
on Sept. 23, the Gamecocks 
pulled off one of the boldest 
finishes in their history. Backup 
quarterback Erik Kimrey, sub- 
bing for a briefly injured Phil 
Petty, hit Jermale Kelly with a 
25-yard touchdown pass on 
fourth-and-10 to beat the Bull- 
dogs. It was Kimrey’s only 
attempt of the game. 

After going oh-for in 1999, 
South Carolina started 4-0 for 
the first time since 1988. Less than three months later, Holtz was 
winning the program's second bowl game in its history, 24-7 
over Ohio State. The seven-game turnaround was the biggest in 
SEC history. 

“If you saw them play the 0-11 year you would have said, 
‘No way,’” Bowden said. “It’s pure will. He’s got it as good as 
anybody.” 

South Carolina makes it a record six programs that Holtz has 
gotten to bowl games, all within two years of taking over. 

Like all great turnarounds, there was a great staff behind 
it. It’s no secret that Holtz’s son Skip, the Gamecocks’ offen- 
sive coordinator, is expected to take over at South Carolina 
when his dad steps down. Charlie Strong was an assistant 
(1991-95) under Steve Spurrier when he turned it around at 
Florida and was at Notre Dame under both Holtz and Bob 
Davie (1995-98). 

“I'm not as hands-on as | was years ago,” Holtz said. “I coach 
not for the money. | enjoy the players. | enjoy being in the locker 
room afterward.” 

Especially after games in the 2000 season, compared to 
1999, 

Like South Carolina, Oregon State was driven to win by pure 
embarrassment. That, and the law of averages. The Beavers 
couldn't continue to be this bad this long in the age of quick turn- 
arounds. 

The fact that it was 29 years between winning seasons for the 
Beavers made the turnaround all that more dramatic. Dennis 
Erickson arrived in 1999 after winning national championships at 
Miami and then wading through a tepid four-year NFL experi- 
ence. 

In Corvallis, he seemed to find pure bliss. His 1999 Beavers 
finished 7-5 and went to their first bowl in 35 years. And then last 
season, they won 11 games and a share of the Pac-10 champi- 
onship. 

Notre Dame seemed to be shocked that little ol’ Oregon 
State was running over, past and around the Irish en route to a 
41-9 Fiesta Bowl victory. 

Hey, the speed was all there for the Irish to scout on game 
film. But videotape cannot replicate the experience of getting 
smoked by Chad Johnson or run over by Ken Simonton. 

At every turn, Erickson didn’t fail to acknowledge the stocked 
cupboard Mike Riley had left him. 
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By demanding more from his 
players physically and men- 
tally, Randy Walker led 
Northwestern to a co-Big 
Ten Championship. 
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Simonton was the first player in conference history to rush for 
1,000 yards in each of his first three seasons. There were at least 
nine other starters on the spring depth chart who were brought in 
by Riley. 

Combine that with Erickson’s deft junior college recruiting 
(and even a few key holdovers from Jerry Pettibone’s recruiting 
efforts) and it was an overnight turnaround that took 30 years. 

“I've always been a huge fan of junior college players 
whether you need nine or one,” Erickson said, “because they're 
usually more mature and junior college coaching is extremely 
good.” 

Junior college recruiting is no longer the high-risk, high- 
reward venture it was in previous years. Because of NCAA restric- 
tions, junior college is virtually the only route for non-qualifiers. 

After two years, coaches get back an improved academic and 
athletic player. The NCAA requires a non-qualifier to earn a JuCo 
degree to be eligible upon transferring to a Division I-A program. 

And the high quality of JC play in states like Kansas, Califor- 
nia, Texas and Mississippi grooms players for the next level. 

Amount of investment by Division | programs? Usually noth- 
ing, except a re-recruitment. 

Oklahoma tured its whole program around by signing a left- 
handed, slow-footed slinger from Snow Junior College in Utah 
who played only the first halves of games because of a rotating 
QB system. All Josh Heupel did was finish second in Heisman 
voting and help the Sooners win the national championship. 

In Oklahoma’s case, there was latent excellence, which had 
gone to sleep under John Blake, who had recruited well but, by 
all accounts, couldn't coach major-college football. 

Enter Stoops who first infused a sense of organization, and 
then plugged the right guys into the right spots. 

Andre Woolfolk moved 
from defense to offense, and 
wound up as a third-team 
all-league receiver. And 
defensive back J.T. Thatcher 
had been a running back, 
punt returner and part-time 
defender before 2000 ... 
when Stoops put him where 
he belonged, and he inter- 
cepted eight passes and 
was named first-team All- 
American. 

For Stoops, the challenge is 
to win another national cham- 
pionship and keep it going. 
For the others — Oregon 
State, South Carolina, North- 
western and the like — it’s 
about keeping it going, too. 
To another bowl game. A 
league championship. A consistent expectation of success, much 
like Kansas State has attained. 

It’s a little like ascending Everest the second time. 

“For a true turnaround you have to look at more than one 
year,” Holtz said. “To me, it’s can we do it two years, three 
years? Even a broken clock is right twice a day.” 


In Joe Tiller’s version of 
matchup football, he'll bet 
his speed guys can beat 
bigger guys. 


Anderson Left 
Standing as 


Offensive Player 


of the Year 


inging through the trees that 

guard Northwestern University’s 

hallowed halls is an annual rite 
of fall. 

Randy Walker plays Sgt. Carter and 
Damien Anderson is Gomer Pyle. 

No, it’s not a high school play 
going on over there in Evanston, Ill. It's 
Walker, the Northwestern coach, 
cutting Anderson, the Wildcats’ star 
tailback, no slack. 

“I've always held him to a higher 
standard,” Walker said. 

“We've put him on a pedestal. 
He's the guy on our football team, our 
offense. I’ve had a couple of talks with 
him saying, ‘Listen, I'm going to be 
tougher on you than anybody else 
because | have to. Because every- 
body's eyes look to you all the time.’” 

So when Anderson jogs off the 
field, instead of sprinting, Walker's 
thundering “Anderson!” replaces Sgt. 
Carter's “Pyle!” 

Shazam, it works every time. 

Anderson is Lindy’s preseason 
Offensive Player of the Year, partly by 
default, but also for all the right rea- 
sons. 

He could have skipped his senior 
season for the NFL, but didn’t. He 
could have transferred when Gary 
Barnett went to Colorado, but didn’t. 
He could have balked at Walker's hard- 
riding style, but didn’t. He could have 
taken the easier road in getting 
through the Big Ten wars, but didn’t. 

“Il saw in him a work ethic, a 
passion before | even knew his name,” 
Walker said. “You pick guys out in 
workouts. He busted his tail in work- 
outs, he stood out. That’s usually a 
pretty good indicator.” 

Defenses might not be able to tackle 
him, but they have to admire him. 

“He graduated in June,” Walker 
said. “He can work on a master’s 
degree or a second major. Now you're 
talking about an African-American, a 
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two-time All-American with a double 
major coming out of Northwestern? He 
might earn a smaller salary by going to 
the NFL.” 

In a year thin on returning offen- 
sive stars, Anderson stands out as the 
best. The 5-11, 204-pound senior from 
Wilmington, Ill., is the nation’s leading 
returning rusher (1,914 yards) and 
Heisman vote getter. Anderson fin- 
ished fifth in the voting, getting one 
fewer first-place vote (six) than Michael 
Vick (seven). 

And if there’s any doubt a North- 
western guy can win the Heisman, 
well, don’t forget Darnell Autry fin- 
ished fourth in 1995. Besides, Ander- 
son has served notice. He is 215 yards 
away from Autry’s school career 
rushing record. And Northwestern will 


be favored by some (including Lindy’s) 
to win the league this year after split- 
ting it three ways with Purdue and 
Michigan last year. 

It also helps that Northwestern 
doesn’t play Michigan or Wisconsin 
and gets three relative non-conference 
softies in UNLV, Navy and Duke. 

“Damien is playing in a league that 
could get it for him,” said Walker, who 
will be starting his third season with 
the Wildcats. “He plays in an offense 
that features him.” 

The preseason honor is Ander- 
son's to lose, but don’t bet your 
personal seat licenses on him. If 
Michael Vick had stayed true to his 
word, we wouldn't have this problem. 
Or if George Steinbrenner didn't give 
Drew Henson 17 million reasons to 
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leave Michigan. 

Only two of the top 10 Heisman 
Trophy vote getters from 2000 are back. 
Only three of the top nine rushers. 

Aside from Anderson, there are 
serious flaws wherever you go. 

Oregon State’s Ken Simonton is 
the first Pac-10 player to rush for at 
least 1,000 yards in his first three 
seasons. He was ninth in Heisman 
voting. That’s nice ... but in the 
Beavers’ offense, he will have to share 
the ball. Simonton should surpass 
1,000 again, but matching his career 
average — 1,329 yards— won't 
guarantee him hardware. 

The last Heisman Trophy winner to 
win it with less than 1,300 yards was 
Syracuse’s Ernie Davis in 1961. Seven- 
teen running backs have won the 
Heisman since then. 

Texas quarterback Chris Simms has 
ripening young receivers, all the talent 
in the world and the perfect publicity 
machine. But the Longhorns might 
have to win a conference title to 


Damien Anderson 
Northwestern 
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Woody Dantzler 
Clemson 


legitimize that talent. 

Senior Deonce Whitaker is the 
second-leading returning rusher with 
1,577 yards. The bad news is that he is 
at attention-starved San Jose State. 

Georgia Tech quarterback George 
Godsey finished sixth in the country in 
passing and was second in completion 
percentage to Josh Heupel. Godsey 
appeared on radar after he gave Florida 
State a huge scare early last season but 
he sat out the spring with a knee 
injury. 

Another quarterback, Indiana's 
Antwaan Randle El, isn’t this year. The 
senior was switched to receiver in the 
spring. He provided a glimpse of the 
future with 223 total yards (rushing, 
passing, receiving) in the spring game. 
That further indicates that Randle EI 
might be the best offensive athlete in 
the country, but it doesn’t do anything 
for his Player of the Year prospects. 

Randle El is now just one of the 
guys as a full-time receiver who will 
moonlight as a quarterback inside the 
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Antonio Bryant 
Pittsburgh 


Ken Simonton 
Oregon State 


20-yard line. Not good news for a 
hardware hopeful. Indiana's leading 
receiver last season — Versie Gaddis 
— caught 29 balls. 

There are other reasons not to be 
impressed. Miami's Ken Dorsey lost 
his top receivers. Nebraska's Eric 
Crouch missed spring with a recur- 
ring shoulder problem. 

Pittsburgh receiver Antonio 
Bryant might be a frontrunner if he 
hadn't been suspended twice during 
the spring. Last year’s Biletnikoff 
Award winner led the nation in 
receiving yards per game, but chose 
the spring to fight with teammates 
during a scrimmage. 

Clemson quarterback Woody 
Dantzler came within a few yards of 
rushing for 1,000 yards and passing 
for 2,000 yards but, like Godsey, was 
hampered by injuries. 

Who is left? 

Nothing but flawed gems ... and 
Gomer Pyle. 

— Dennis Dodd 


Jabar Gaffney 
Florida 


Jerramy Stevens 
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SECOND TEAM 


Clemson 
N’western 
Oregon St. 
Pittsburgh 
Florida 
Washington 
Oregon St. 
Nebraska 
Miami 

Ole Miss 
Florida 
Cincinnati 


Woody Dantzler 
Damien Anderson 
Ken Simonton 
Antonio Bryant 
Jabar Gaffney 
Jerramy Stevens 
Chris Gibson 
Toniu Fonoti 
Bryant MckKinnie 
Terrence Metcalf 
Mike Pearson 
Jonathan Ruffin 


5-11, 200 
5-11, 204 
5-8, 191 
6-2, 185 
6-1, 202 
6-7, 260 
6-3, 279 
6-4, 340 
6-9, 330 
6-3, 315 
6-7,;292 
5-10,185 


Ken Dorsey 

Lee Suggs 

T.J. Duckett 
Andre Davis 

Roy Williams 

Tim Stratton 

Seth McKinney 
Kendall Simmons 
Brett Williams 
Jon Stinchcomb 
Joaquin Gonzalez 
Alex Walls 


6-0, 205 
6-2, 250 
6-1, 200 
6-5, 210 
6-4, 258 
6-3, 302 
6-3, 328 
6-6, 315 
6-6, 266 
6-5, 290 
6-1, 175 


Virginia Tech 
Michigan St. 

. Virginia Tech 

. Texas 

. Purdue 

. Texas A&M 

. Auburn 
Florida State 
Georgia 

. Miami 
Tennessee 


Bryant McKinnie 
Miami (FL) 


Jonathan Ruffin 
Cincinnati 


Mike Pearson 
Florida 


Terrence Metcalf 
Ole Miss 


Toniu Fonoti 
Nebraska 


Chris Gibson 
Oregon State 
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Tennessee’s 
Henderson 
Learned to 
Play Big by 
Playing Low 


ennessee trailed Memphis 10-3 
TE halftime, and John Henderson 

wasn’t happy. He was mad at 
himself, mad at his teammates. 

In the locker room, he grabbed a 
crate full of Gatorade and flung it 
against the wall, splattering liquid 
everywhere. Not a can or a bottle... a 
whole crate. 

Henderson's motivational meth- 
ods got the attention of his team- 
mates, and got himself into what had 
been a listless game. 

“| was fired up the next half and 
came out trying to destroy people,” 
said Henderson, who, at 6-7 and 304 
pounds, is capable of destroying a lot 
of people. 

Tennessee rallied to beat Memphis 
19-17. The Vols won a game they 
might have lost, if not for the leader- 
ship of the junior defensive tackle 
from Nashville. 

Off the field, Henderson is meek 
and mild. That’s why he later said of 
the Gatorade caper: “I think I got a 
couple of teammates’ clothes wet. | 
had to apologize.” 

On the field, he can be a terror. 
He’s almost unstoppable, even if 
double-teamed. As a junior, he 
recorded 12 sacks to become the first 
defensive tackle in more than a 
decade to lead the SEC in that cate- 
gory. 

He had a team-high 64 solo 
tackles, an inordinately high number 
for an interior lineman. 

He won the respect of opposing 
coaches and commentators from coast 
to coast. 

He won the Outland Trophy. 

He was so good, so dominant, he 
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DEFENSIVE PLAYER OF THE YEAR 


seemed too good to return to college 
for another year. 

Yet, he decided to do just that. A 
partial qualifier, Henderson promised 
his mother he would get a degree. 
Even if he knew he'd be a high first- 
round draft choice, he said he was 
coming back to Tennessee for his 
senior season. 

Henderson wants more than a 
degree, however. He wants a ring. 
Because of his academic status com- 
ing out of high school, Henderson 
wasn't allowed to play in 1998, the 
year the Vols won the national cham- 
pionship. He wasn’t allowed to 
receive a national championship ring, 


either. It still eats at him. 

“I’m ready to win a national 
championship and get me a ring,’” he 
said. “I'm still down from the ‘98 
season. That still kind of (bothers) me. 
That’s what | want.’” 

To get it, Henderson, one of five 
team captains, knows he must show 
leadership that hasn't been prevalent 
since Al Wilson took his fire-and- 
brimstone act to the Denver Broncos. 
The Vols went 13-0 in 1998. They’ve 
gone 17-7 since, including a humiliat- 
ing loss to Kansas State in the 2001 
Cotton Bowl. 

“I can be something like Al Wil- 
son,” Henderson said. “] saw how he 


2001 


did it in the ‘98 season and | think | 
can bring that back to the team.” 

Being that kind of leader didn’t 
seem to fit Henderson’s soft-spoken, 
laid-back personality. By his own 
admission, he didn’t play hard every 
snap in high school. He had a reputa- 
tion for loafing. 

“I took plays off,” Henderson said. 
“L really didn’t go as hard as I do 
now.” 

Tennessee defensive coordinator 
John Chavis said Henderson has a 
terrific work ethic. But even Chavis 
wasn't sure if Henderson could make 
the switch from defensive end in high 
school to defensive tackle in college. 

“| didn’t think you could play 
defensive tackle if you were taller than 
6-5,” Chavis said. “John Henderson 
proved me wrong.” 

In truth, Henderson didn’t want to 
play defensive tackle. As an ineligible 
freshman, he said he practiced two 
days at end before being moved to 


John Henderson 
Tennessee 


FIRST TEAM 


Wendell Bryant 
Wisconsin 


tackle. Tennessee had depth at end 
but needed more bodies at tackle. The 
experiment was anything but an 
instant success. 

“| hated it,” Henderson said. “It 
just wasn’t working out for me 
because | was too tall. (Offensive 
tackle) Cosey Coleman kept pushing 
me back 15 yards.” 

Henderson eventually learned to 
stay low, use his hands and master 
the techniques of playing tackle. Now, 
he says, he loves playing the inside 
position. He’s grown so accustomed 
to the position, he’d rather play tackle 
than end in the NFL. 

Asked if UT tricked him by moving 
him to tackle, Henderson said: “No, 
they didn’t trick me. They did good. | 
won the Outland. | thank them for 
moving me — | guess.” 

Henderson is this kind of athlete: 
He was such an outstanding high 
school basketball player that he was 
dubbed “Baby Shaq.” It’s not unusual 


Larry Tripplett 
Washington 


ulius Peppers 
orth Carolina 


to see him chase down a running 
back from behind. He has run 40 
yards in faster than 4.7 seconds. 

It’s that athletic ability — com- 
bined with his size and tempera- 
ment — that has NFL scouts anxious 
to see him this season. 

He has the potential to be the 
No. 1 overall pick in the 2002 NFL 
draft. 

Maybe win another Outland 
Trophy? Maybe match or exceed his 
12 sacks of a year ago? 

Nah ... he’s all about the ring. 
Make it rings — with an “s.” 

Remember, although he talks 
about the national championship, 
the Vols haven’t won an SEC title for 
the past couple of seasons, either. 

One step at a time. 

“| have goals,” he said. “But I'll 
be happy if I only get six or seven 
sacks, as long as | can do my job 
and we win some championships.” 

— By Jimmy Hyams 
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Levar Fisher 
N.C. State 


Rocky Calmus 
Oklahoma 


SECOND TEAM 


Wendell Bryant 
John Henderson 
Julius Peppers 
Larry Tripplett 
Rocky Calmus 
Levar Fisher 
Mario Haggan 
Quentin Jammer 
Lito Sheppard 
Pig Prather 
Edward Reed 
Preston Gruening 


Mario Haggan 
Mississippi State 


2001 


6-4, 293 Sr. 
6-7, 304 Sr. 
6-6, 270 Sr. 
6-1, 300 Sr. 
6-3, 235 Sr. 
6-4, 229 Sr. 


6-3, 253 Jr. 


6-1, 198 Sr. 
5-10, 194Sr. 
6-3, 195 Sr. 
6-0, 190 Sr. 


5-10, 204Jr. 


Quentin Jammer 


Texas 


Wisconsin 
Tennessee 
N. Carolina 
Washington 
Oklahoma 
N.C. State 
Miss.State 
Texas 
Florida 
Miss. State 
Miami 
Minnesota 


Lito Sheppard 


Florida 


6-4,264 Sr. 
6-2, 230 Sr. 
6-3, 280 Jr. 
6-1,260 Sr. 
6-3, 230 Sr. 
6-2, 240 Sr. 
Kalimba Edwards 6-6,260 Sr. 
Rashad Bauman 5-8, 185 Sr. 
Dennis Weathersby 6-1, 201 Jr. 
Mike Doss 5-11, 197 Jr. 
Mike Rumph 6-2, 200 Sr. 
Dave Zastudil 6-3, 230, Sr. 


Alex Brown 
Bryan Knight 
David Pugh 
Greg Gathers 
Jashon Sykes 
Ben Taylor 


tl 


Ed Reed 
Miami (FL) 


Pig Prather 
Mississippi State 


Florida 
Pittsburgh 
Virginia Tech 
Georgia Tech 
Colorado 
Virginia Tech 
S. Carolina 
Oregon 
Oregon State 
Ohio State 
Miami 

Ohio 


Preston Gruening 
Minnesota 
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PLAYER RATINGS 


QUARTERBACKS 


Expectations Amuse 
Longhorns’ Simms 


There is a buzz and Chris Simms hears it. He wouldn't be 

human if he didn’t; but then again, being human isn’t 

what many Texas fans expected when the USA Today 
National Offensive Player of the Year signed with the Long- 
horns in 1999, 

They saw his 6-5 size, factored in his physical talent and 
his NFL pedigree and figured Major Applewhite was fin- 
ished as the starter the moment Simms walked on campus. 

Those people underestimated the baby-faced Apple- 
white’s will and overestimated Simms’ ability to make 
instant use of those talents. Simms didn’t win the starting 
job until after last season, and it took two knee injuries to 
Applewhite and a load of patience on the part of the Texas 
coaching staff for that to happen. 

And for a different kind of buzz to begin. 

For now the expectations aren't just for him to start at 
Texas, or even to win extravagantly at Texas. The expecta- 
tions include a date in New York City in early December and 
the acceptance of that little bronze guy with the stiff-arm. 

“I think it’s crazy. It makes me giggle,” Simms said. 

“| haven’t played a full season yet. To say I’m up for the 
Heisman seems crazy to me. | don’t know what to say.” 

But look around. 

Michael Vick dashed off to the NFL. Drew Henson took 
the baseball money. The remaining college football quarter- 
back class of 2001 is good ... but perhaps only Simms has 


TOP QUARTERBACKS 
CLASS COLLEGE 


. Woody Dantzler Sr. Clemson 
Ken Dorsey Jr. Miami 
Chris Simms Jr. Texas 
Joey Harrington Sr. Oregon 
Jason Thomas Jr. UNLV 
Eric Crouch Sr. Nebraska 
Philip Rivers So. N.C. State 
. Zak Kustok dr. Northwestern 
. George Godsey Sr. Georgia Tech 
. Casey Clausen So. Tennessee 
. Kurt Kittner Sr. Illinois 
. Carson Palmer Jr. USC 
. Byron Leftwich dr. Marshall 
. Dave Ragone dr. Louisville 
. Randy Fasani Sr. Stanford 
. David Garrard Sr. East Carolina 
. Rohan Davey Sr. LSU 
. Wayne Madkin Sr. Mississippi State 
. David Carr Sr. Fresno State 
. David Neill Sr. Nevada 
. Jonathan Smith Sr. Oregon State 
. Kliff Kingsbury Jr. Texas Tech 
. John Welsh Sr. Idaho 
. Jared Lorenzen So. Kentucky 
25. Timmy Chang So. Hawaii 
Rising stars: Rex Grossman, Florida; 
Eli Manning, Mississippi; Craig Ochs, Colorado. 


CONOTRONA 


Chris Simms 


the right combination of size, team, charisma and name 
recognition to truly be a superstar. 

This kind of talk isn’t anything new for the son of former 
New York Giant quarterback and Super Bowl MVP Phil 
Simms, though it comes at a time when he was just starting 
to feel comfortable again. 

“People expected a lot right away,” said the junior from 
Franklin Lakes, N.J. “College football is an entirely different 
game. In high school, I didn’t have to worry about (pass) 
protections. Here | had to learn nine different protections 
the first day.” 

He didn’t feel comfortable, he said, until starting and 
playing the entire game at Kansas last year, when had two 
interceptions returned for scores — one on a two-point 
conversion attempt — but rebounded to throw for 240 
yards and two touchdowns in a Longhorn win. 

“In my case, | didn’t realize the weight was off my chest 
until that game, when | played the whole game. | needed to 
do that,” said Simms, who so values getting snaps in col- 
lege that he’s already promised he'll return for his senior 
year, regardless of what success he has this fall. 

“I'm 100 percent sure,” he said. “The more playing time 
you get in college, the better you'll be. You hear NFL scouts 
talk about it all the time.” 

“He’s been playing with a lot more confidence,” said UT 
offensive coordinator Greg Davis. “The decision to make 
him the guy before spring drills was good, a productive 
thing. It’s allowed him to play with more freedom.” 

And yet have more control. One of Simms’ main goals 
in the spring was to make decisions quicker while being 
more patient. 

“You can’t always look for the 20-yard out or the post,” 
Simms said. “Sometimes you just have to drop it off.” 

Not that Simms can’t be tempted to go long on every 
ball, with a deep receiving stable that includes a pair of 
freshman All-Americans — split end Roy Williams and 
flanker B.J. Johnson — and a sophomore tight end, Bo 
Scaife, who'll allow him to work the middle for big plays. 

“It’s very comforting, of course. And it’s good fora 
quarterback, especially in stats,” Simms said, breaking into 
a grin. 

“I can throw five-yard or 10-yard passes. They can turn 
them into 70-yard or 80-yard touchdowns. With them | 
don’t feel the pressure to throw the ball perfectly. They have 
great hands. | can just go out and throw it. It’s like playing 
backyard football again.” 

— Mark Wangrin 


PHOTO BY JONATHAN DANIEL/ALLSPORT USA 


WORLD’ S LARGEST, LEGAL AND LICENSED SPORTSBOOK 


Some sportsbooks claim 
they're the biggest but... 


ARE THEY??? 


We here at NASA International, know we are the largest and best place to play, however, it's easy to Fadvertise 
and make claims of being bigger or better. 
If you looked at all the advertising in our industry everyone makes the same claim. 


Based on our wanting to back up our advertising, we now offer a challenge 
to all potential customers: Fly to Costa Rica, let us show you our operations. 


If you can find a sportsbook larger and more professional than NASA International, 


WE WILL: 
1- Pay for your vacation to Costa Rica, 


_eeet ae — v2 


¥ ze 
ae 


Bef over the phone 


1- To 999. BE 


Local Number: 011-506-2070640 


Www. hetonstil uy ty 


Alternate Website: www.betonspo 


PLAYER RATINGS 


RUNNING BACKS 


Simonton Poised to 
Make Pac-10 History 


regon State ... Heisman Trophy. 
O For nearly 40 years, it has been nothing short of 
preposterous to use those two phrases without the 
third phrase of “Terry Baker.” 

But with all the changes in Corvallis the past couple of 
years — the name of the stadium, the new athletic facilities, 
the former NFL coach — it’s OK to now merge those two 
thoughts into one sentence ... and throw the words “Ken 
Simonton” into the mix. 

As in Oregon State running back Ken Simonton, who is 
a legitimate candidate for the Heisman Trophy. 

Nobody is snickering at such a notion anymore. Simon- 
ton is OSU’s first threat for the stiff-arming statue since 
quarterback Terry Baker won it in 1962. 

Yes, there have been some fine players in Corvallis over 
the years — but not many. And when the program is living 
through 34 seasons without a bowl game, players don’t get 
noticed. It has been 32 seasons since center John Didion was 
OSU's last consensus All-American (1968). 

But now that the Beavers have had back-to-back winning 
seasons, including last year’s 11-1 campaign complete with 
the Fiesta Bowl blowout of Notre Dame ... well, these guys 
won't stay ignored. 

Simonton, a thick-legged, 5-8, 194-pound dynamo 


TOP RUNNING BACKS 


NAME CLASS COLLEGE 


1. Damien Anderson Sr. Northwestern 
2. Ken Simonton Sr. Oregon State 
3. Lee Suggs Jr. Virginia Tech 
4. T.J. Duckett dr. Michigan State 
5. DeShaun Foster Sr. UCLA 
6. Cedric Cobbs So. Arkansas 
7. Deonce Whitaker Sr. San Jose State 
8. William Green dr. Boston College 
9. Maurice Morris Sr. Oregon 
10. Avon Cobourne Jr. West Virginia 
11. Derek Watson dr. South Carolina 
12. Ennis Haywood Sr. lowa State 
13. Sultan McCullough Sr. USC 
14. Dicenzo Miller Sr. Mississippi State 
15. Tellis Redmon Jr. Minnesota 
16. Chester Taylor Sr. Toledo 
17. Antwoine Womack Sr. Virginia 
18. Quentin Griffin dr. Oklahoma 
19. Earnest Graham Jr. Florida 
20. Josh Scobey Sr. Kansas State 
21. Dontae Walker dr. Mississippi State. 
22. Joe Burns Jr. Georgia Tech 
23. Montrell Lowe dr. Purdue 
24. Derrick Nix Sr. Southern Miss 
25. Travis Zachery Sr. Clemson 


Rising stars: Marcus Houston, Colorado; 
Rich Alexis, Washington; Clarence Farmer, Arizona 


Ken Simonton 


already ranks fifth all-time in Pac-10 rushing with 4,073 
yards, and ninth in scoring with 312 points. 

Barring injury, he should become the first back in Pac-10 
history to gain at least 1,000 yards as a freshman, sopho- 
more, junior and senior — and pass players like Marcus 
Allen, Darrin Nelson and Napoleon Kaufman on the league’s 
career rushing list, all the way up to No. 2 behind Charles 
White. 

“He amazes me every time he plays,” Oregon State 
coach Dennis Erickson said. “I hope he never runs out of 
eligibility.” 

Erickson will be at OSU for the third season, and for the 
third time can count on Simonton for another big year. 

Last year, he rolled up a career-best 1,559 yards and 
scored 19 touchdowns, despite sharing time with talented 
backup Patrick McCall (a transfer from Michigan) in a rota- 
tion that is arguably the best in the nation. 

“We win a lot of games as long as he’s playing,” OSU 
running backs coach Dan Cozzetto said. “In the past, he was 
beat up pretty good by the sixth game. (But in 2000) Patrick 
and Antonio Battle took the load off of him.” 

The plan this year is to again alternate Simonton and 
McCall, a strategy that will benefit the team by keeping both 
of them fresh, but one that could cost him the mega- 
yardage necessary for national recognition. 

No problem. 

“He's just as happy if (McCall) is getting a lot of the 
yards, or if I'm throwing a touchdown pass, as when he’s 
scoring touchdowns,” said quarterback Jonathan Smith. 

“That's been the key throughout, since he first started to 
get some recognition, to where he is now. It’s always been 
about winning games.” 

From 1971 to 1998, the Beavers failed to have a winning 
season. But that’s all turned around quickly since Coach 
Erickson arrived on the scene, inheriting one of Mike Riley’s 
key recruits — Simonton. 

Simonton is the catalyst in Erickson’s one-back set, 
igniting an explosive offense that scored at least 30 points 
in nine of the Beavers’ 12 games. He was elected team 
captain as a junior, a rarity at Oregon State. 

“When the game comes, he’s the one giving the most 
effort and keeping the other guys energized. He’s probably 
the most competitive guy out there, on either side of the 
ball,” Smith said. “It’s that example, come Saturdays, that is 
crucial for us.” 

— Brooks Hatch 
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PLAYER RATINGS 


RECEIVERS 


Never a Dull Moment 
When Bryant is Around 


ntonio Bryant was the final member of Pittsburgh's 
1999 recruiting class, a replacement for another 


player who reneged on a commitment. 

Two years later, he won the Biletnikoff Award as the 
nation’s best receiver. 

Just another example of how you never know what 
you're going to get with Bryant. 

Sometimes humble, sometimes outrageous, an occasional 
troublemaker, frequently entertaining ... his athletic ability 
and contrasting styles certainly make him one to watch in 
2001. 

First of all, Bryant, a 6-2, 185-pound junior, seems gen- 
uinely embarrassed by the attention he got for his fine 
sophomore season — leading the nation with an average of 
130.2 yards a game, being named a consensus All-American 
and winning the Biletnikoff. 

He’s a guy who went for 11 touchdowns, catching 27 
passes of more than 25 yards, including eight of 50 yards or 
longer. 

Extreme plays. And uh, extreme moments, too. 

Panthers coach Walt Harris calls him “passionate” and 
“intense” — nice words for Bryant’s expressiveness on the 


TOP WIDE RECEIVERS 


RK NAME CLASS COLLEGE 
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Antonio Bryant 
Jabar Gaffney 
Andre Davis 
Roy Williams 
Ron Johnson 
Josh Reed 
Terrence Edwards 
Kelly Campbell 
Kareem Kelly 
Lee Mays 
Antwone Savage 
Aaron Lockett 
Donte’ Stallworth 
Brian Poli-Dixon 
Atrews Bell 

John Standeford 
Marquise Walker 
Deion Branch 
Keenan Howry 
Donald Shoals 


TOP TIGHT ENDS 
CLASS 
Jerramy Stevens 
Tim Stratton 
Tracey Wistrom 
Robert Royal 
Jeremy Shockey 
Daniel Graham 
Chris Baker 
Derek Smith 
L.J. Smith 
Randy McMichael 


Pittsburgh 
Florida 
Virginia Tech 
Texas 
Minnesota 
LSU 

Georgia 
Georgia Tech 
USC 

UTEP 
Oklahoma 
Kansas State 
Tennessee 
UCLA 
Florida State 
Purdue 
Michigan 
Louisville 
Oregon 
Tulsa 


COLLEGE 
Washington 
Purdue 
Nebraska 
LSU 

Miami 
Colorado 
Michigan St. 
Kentucky 
Rutgers 
Georgia 


Antonio Bryant 


field. He had several incidents last season when he appeared 
to lose control, either ranting against Harris or quarterback 
John Turman after a play went awry. 

That part can be explained by his pure competitiveness. 
Not as easy to explain away are some off-field indiscretions 
that have landed him in Harris’ doghouse. 

@ He was one of six Pitt players suspended for the first 
game last season after a university investigation of unautho- 
rized use of a campus phone access card. 

@ In January, he was arrested after a verbal dispute with 
a campus police officer over a parking ticket. 

@ In March, he was suspended for the first two spring 
practices after missing two team winter conditioning sessions. 

@ In April, he was barred from the spring game after 
fighting with teammates during a scrimmage. 

Say this: Bryant is not afraid to express himself. 

“| don’t say a lot, so you know when | do say something, 
it means something,” Bryant said. 

He can be brutally honest. 

He admitted that during 1999, when he started and 
became the most prolific freshman receiver in Pitt history, 
he didn’t listen to his coaches much and improvised a lot. 

In the press conference after Pitt beat Penn State last 
season, Bryant proclaimed that the Panthers would beat 
Rutgers badly the next week. (He had eight catches for 
96 yards in a modest 29-17 victory). 

And when he was allowed to join spring practices in 
March after his short suspension, he said: 

“I'm just more hungry. | think I’m a little more vicious 
than some people. I’m just taking things a little bit more 
seriously. It’s like when you go to jail and then you get back 
to civilization. When you come out of jail, you just go wild.” 

The Panthers just hope he goes wild on the field. He’s 
desperately needed in an offense that sputtered in the spring. 

Bryant will be working with a new quarterback, probably 
senior David Priestley. Another change is that he won't have 
Latef Grim lining up on the opposite side to draw attention. 

But defenses knew about Bryant by late last season, and 
that didn’t stop him from making 68 receptions for a Big East- 
record 1,302 yards and 11 touchdowns. He also helped out 
on punt returns with an 11.3-yard average on 16 attempts. 

Pitt has not promoted a player for the Heisman Trophy in 
21 years, since Hugh Green finished fourth, but the Panthers 
have put together a campaign, complete with CD-ROM 
highlights to send to voters. 

Heading into summer, Bryant seemed to be back in the 
coaches’ good graces and poised for a huge season. 

“| don’t know if there’s a football player in America that’s 
better than Antonio Bryant,” Harris said. 


— Shelly Anderson 


PHOTO BY SCOTT HALLERAN/ALLSPORT USA 


Finall 


Everything you need to 
know about FOOTBALL, 
at a touch of a button. 


And it’s FREE! 


FOOTBALL SCORES 


Available All Day & Night on Saturday. 


NORTHCOAST SPORTSLINE 
PLAYS OF THE WEEK 


Four plays of the week. 
Every week . . . Absolutely Free! 


LINE UPDATES, INJURY REPORTS 
Updated daily from 6 Las Vegas Casinos. 
A complete injury report every day - Weather on Sat. 


THE FAMOUS PHIL STEELE’S 
TRENDS & NOTES! 


Selected angles, system of the week, 
MAJOR MOVES & more! 


GUEST HANDICAPPERS! 


Get free plays from some of the nation’s top 
handicappers. A new selection each and 
every day! 


Cleveland .............. 216-228-2777 
Las Vegas ............ 702-736-9300 
Chicago................ 847-963-0010 
Dallas.......ssessess+++» 972-988-6898 
Honolulu .............. 808-949-5147 
New Jersey...........» 973-325-8335 
Atlanta ................ 770-736-7050 
Nebraska ..............402-891-0123 


2) BS) Gl) 


CHOOSE WHat: a 


3 Free Issues of the You WANT.) <4 


Power Sweep Newsletter. (s21 value) | POH HEAR! SaSe eS 
= Spf] \V a/\l] fala aa E) 4 - 

ABSOLUTELY NO SALES PRESSURE Fi 
Call 1-800-654-3448  [(777\~) it 


and mention this ad from Lindy’s Annual Football Magazine hed ff) dd be 


ALSO TRY OUR LOCAL FREE LINES - THE SAME PLAYS THAT ARE ON BUTTON #9 EVERYDAY! 


D.C. 202-728-7542 502-569-1832 Encino 818-377-4537 
Seattle 206-781-5858 503-727-2624 San Diego 858-496-3352 
San Antonio 210-690-7771 504-364-4409 Hartford 860-586-1169 
New York 212-631-1038 510-464-5973 Jacksonville 904-858-3373 


Louisville 
Portland 
New Orleans 
Oakland 


Philadelphia 
Detroit 
Denver 
Miami 
Beverly Hills 
St. Louis 
Indianapolis 
Hollywood 
Oklahoma 
Orlando 
San Jose 
Baltimore 
Pittsburgh 
Milwaukee 
San Fran 


215-602-2219 
248-358-7348 
303-607-7521 
305-460-5784 
310-288-6583 
314-995-9243 
317-578-5436 
323-871-5829 
405-945-2946 
407-245-7324 
408-236-3316 
410-385-9537 
412-734-5348 
414-256-1394 
415-267-5936 


Cincinnati 
Phoenix 
Columbus 
Nashville 
Boston 
Minneapolis 
Alexandria 
Charlotte 
Houston 
Santa Ana 
Staten Island 
Tampa 

Salt Lake City 
St. Pete 
Kansas City 


513-557-2184 
602-351-8619 
614-341-7298 
615-780-3721 
617-499-1916 
651-969-2638 
703-912-1606 
704-559-4157 
713-867-5918 
714-648-2148 
718-390-7296 
727-824-7746 
801-461-9062 
813-273-8165 
816-374-5937 


Riverside 
Sacramento 
Ft. Laud. 


909-424-3432 
916-484-5681 
954-537-3417 


If you do not live in one of the 52 
cities listed, you can use our 
Toll Free Comp Line 


1-800-475-8168 


If you get a busy signal when you call 
this number, you may live in a city 
with one of our local or full service 

lines. Please check the area 
codes on this page. 


PLAYER RATINGS 


OFFENSIVE LINEMEN 


Miami Bookend Tackles 
Arrived Via Different Paths 


ith blue chip recruits abounding, Larry Coker and 
W the other Miami coaches didn't need to bother a 

few years ago to check out low-end prospects like 
Joaquin Gonzalez and Bryant McKinnie. 

Now Coker is glad almost no one else bothered with 
them, either. 

Lacking big-time options out of high school, both play- 
ers set in motion courses that would land them on the same 
line at the same time enjoying the same status — All- 
American senior offensive tackle at Miami. 

Leaving early for the NFL was an option, but the alterna- 
tive — getting even better and vying for a national title — 
was attractive, too. 

“It’s great to have those two guys back,” Coker said, 
which qualified as the understatement of the year ... right up 
until he followed that with, “They've both developed.” 

In a big, big way. 

They've had the size, and now they've got the tech- 
nique, the offense and the exposure to gain notoriety as the 
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TOP CENTERS 
CLASS 

Chris Gibson 

Seth McKinney 

Jeff Faine 

Kyle Young 

LaCharles Bentley 

Dan Koppen 

Ben Claxton 

Josh Melton 

Luke Butkus 

David Schmidgall 


Toniu Fonoti 

Andre Gurode 

Scott Peters 

Antwan Kirk-Hughes 
Chris Fe'esago 

Eric Heitmann 

Will Merritt 

Fred Weary 

Josh Lawson 

Vince Manuwai 


TOP TACKLES 
CLASS 
Bryant MckKinnie 
Mike Pearson 
Terrence Metcalf 
Kendall Simmons 
Brett Williams 
Jon Stinchcomb 
Joaquin Gonzalez 
Mike Williams 
Melvin Paige 
Jermese Jones 


COLLEGE 


Oregon State 
Texas A&M 
Notre Dame 
Clemson 
Ohio State 
Boston Coll. 
Ole Miss 
Arkansas 
Illinois 
Georgia Tech 


COLLEGE 


Nebraska 
Colorado 
Arizona State 
Texas 

San Jose St. 
Stanford 
Clemson 
Tennessee 
Virginia 
Hawaii 


COLLEGE 
Miami 
Florida 
Ole Miss 
Auburn 
Florida State 
Georgia 
Miami 
Texas 
S. Carolina 
Virginia 


Joaquin Gonzalez 


nation’s top bookend tackles. They provide quarterback Ken 
Dorsey time to pick apart defenses and clear the way for one 
of the nation’s most talented backfields. 

Their stories are similar in certain aspects, but only 
connect because they are playing together at Miami. 

Gonzalez grew up a stone’s throw from the Miami 
campus, better known for his brains than his brawn at 
Columbia High School. He posted a 4.0 grade-point aver- 
age, scored a 1,320 on his SAT and had academic scholar- 
ship offers from most of the lvys — but he clung to his 
dream of pulling a Hurricanes jersey over his shoulder pads. 

So instead of going to Harvard or Yale, he walked on 
under then-coach Butch Davis. Soon, he showed that he 
could hold his own in practice. Not much later, the 6-5, 
290-pounder started dominating some of the Big East’s 
best defensive ends, earning a scholarship before his 
sophomore season. 

“He's a brilliant student,” Coker said. “And he’s just 
developed into a good football player.” 

McKinnie, meanwhile, grew up in the Philadelphia 
suburbs. He was the biggest drummer in Woodbury (N.J.) 
High School's band before giving football a try his senior 
year. Although his size enabled him to dominate as a defen- 
sive end, his skills needed the type of refining that two years 
at Lackawanna (Pa.) Junior College provided. 

He moved to offense at Lackawanna, and then the 6-9, 
330-pounder moved to Miami, redshirting the 1999 season. 
Getting a chance as the ‘Canes’ starting left tackle last 
season, McKinnie quickly established himself against the 

best: Florida State All-American defensive end Jamal 
Reynolds entered the game against the Hurricanes with 
10 sacks, but never got within sniffing distance of Dorsey, 
thanks to McKinnie. 

“He was an unproven commodity,” Coker said of McKin- 
nie, who didn’t allow a sack in 2000. 

“It’s pretty obvious with his physical size he’s got some 
tools. It's been a process for him, but he’s certainly been up 
to the challenge. After this last year, he won’t be a secret 
anymore. Everyone will know about him.” 

Together, they anchor a unit that allowed just eight sacks 
last season, and then lost only one starter. 

With that kind of beef up front, it’s no wonder Miami is 
expected to do great things in 2001, even after losing its 
head coach to the NFL. 

It was Butch Davis who received the accolades for 
bringing in the kind of blue chip recruits that helped Miami 
reclaim a spot in the nation’s elite. If Coker continues that 
success this season, it will in large part be due to these two 
guys who almost no one wanted five years ago. 

— Brian Falzarano 
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PLAYER RATINGS 
DEFENSIVE LINEMEN 


Quarterbacks Served Another 
Round of Red-Hot Peppers 


new North Carolina football coach John Bunting was 

absolutely glowing. 

He had just received word that a very important recruiting 
priority had chosen the Tar Heels. 

“We just got our No. | target,” Bunting said. 

A quarterback from Charlotte? A receiver from Durham? 

Nope. Try a defensive end from Chapel Hill — Julius 
Peppers, the pass-rushing fiend who chose to stay in school for 
at least his junior season instead of declaring for the NFL draft. 

“We are tremendously excited,” Bunting said. “Julius is a 
great, great player, and we believe he will be even better (this 
season).” 

Don't go talking crazy, Coach. We know this is your first 


| n early January, a full month before national-signing day, 


TOP DEFENSIVE TACKLES 
RK NAME CLASS COLLEGE 
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John Henderson 
Larry Tripplett 
Wendell Bryant 
David Pugh 
William Joseph 
Nate Dwyer 
Kindal Moorehead 
Ty Warren 

Josh Shaw 

Justin Bannan 
Dorsett Davis 
Darnell Dockett 
Mike Collins 
Jimmy Kennedy 
Eric Manning 
Bernard Riley 
Jason Lohr 
Keoni Fraser 

Jeff Womble 
Marcus Roberson 


Tennessee 
Washington 
Wisconsin 
Virginia Tech 
Miami 

Kansas 
Alabama 
Texas A&M 
Michigan State 
Colorado 
Mississippi State 
Florida State 
Ohio State 
Penn State 
Oregon State 
USC 
Nebraska 
Arizona 
Florida State 
Washington 


TOP DEFENSIVE ENDS 


Julius Peppers 
Alex Brown 

Greg Gathers 
Bryan Knight 
Akin Ayodele 
Dwight Freeney 
Cory Redding 
Terrell Suggs 
Kenyon Coleman 
Will Overstreet 
Anton Palepoi 
Kenny King 
Conner Stephens 
Nathaniel Adibi 
Grant Irons 
Charles Grant 
Alonzo Jackson 
Anthony Weaver 
Michael Josiah 
Nick Rogers 


COLLEGE 
North Carolina 
Florida 
Georgia Tech 
Pittsburgh 
Purdue 
Syracuse 
Texas 
Arizona State 
UCLA 
Tennessee 
UNLV 
Alabama 
Mississippi State 
Virginia Tech 
Notre Dame 
Georgia 
Florida State 
Notre Dame 
Louisville 
Georgia Tech 


year coaching at the 
Division | level, but ... 
come on. Even better? 

Last season, Pep- 
pers was simply domi- 
nant, the best 
pass-rusher in college football. 

The 6-6, 280-pound Peppers entered the season with little 
fanfare after recording six sacks as a redshirt freshman. 

He was known mostly for being a football player who 
banged bodies in the Carolina Blue paint on the basketball 
court in the Dean Dome. The defensive end who got to the 
Final Four. 

Peppers promptly led the country with 15 sacks — and 
was third in the nation with 24 tackles behind the line of 
scrimmage. 

Yet, he says quickly, “I didn’t play as well as | could have. 
| had a pretty good year, but there were games | could have 
done a lot more. | need to get more consistency.” 

It’s a valid point. Peppers started fast and finished strong, 
but in between he had a two-game stretch — against Marshall 
and Georgia Tech — in which he managed just five tackles and 
one sack. 

“You have to grade Julius differently because of his ability 
level,” said former UNC coach Carl Torbush. “He'd have 
games that, for a lot of guys, would be good. But with Julius, 
an A-game for someone else might only be a B-game for him. 
He’s that good.” 

Peppers had his share of A-games. 

There was his four-sack demolition of 6-6, 320-pound 
Virginia offensive tackle Jermese Jones. 

He had three sacks against Pittsburgh left tackle Mark 
Browne, who angered Peppers before the game by saying, 
“I'm not worried about him at all.” 

Against Wake Forest he had two sacks and returned a 
fumble 12 yards for a score. 

He took an interception 27 yards to the house against 
Duke, and added two sacks. 

Yet, the North Carolina defense as a whole was not up to 
expectations. It, too, had a problem with consistency. 

The performances against the ACC’s best teams were 
most telling in the decision to fire Torbush: They lost to Florida 
State, 63-14; to Clemson, 38-24; and to N.C. State, 38-20. 
Those breakdowns are the kinds of things that Bunting is 
charged to eliminate — and Peppers will be a key guy in that 
quest. 

Peppers enters the season as the most dominant defensive 
player in the ACC, and the most recognized two-sport athlete 
in college. Peppers has been the Tar Heels’ key sixth man for 
the past two seasons — averaging 7.1 points and four 
rebounds in the 2000-01 campaign. 

With starting power forward Kris Lang injured, Peppers 
got a couple of starts, including one against Maryland when 
he had 18 points. 

After the game, UNC basketball coach Matt Doherty joked 
— we think he was joking — that maybe Peppers had consid- 
ered leaving school early in the wrong sport. 

Don’t go talking crazy, Coach. 


Julius Peppers 


— Gregg Doyel 
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PLAYER RATINGS 


LINEBACKERS 


‘Plain Jane’ Calmus 
Can Deliver the Pain 


ere are a few sights you'll never see: 
@ Oklahoma linebacker Rocky Calmus walking into a 
team meeting a tad late. 

@ Calmus with platinum-colored hair. 

B® Calmus with earrings and tattoos. 

Here's a sight you'll often see: 

@ Calmus making the tackle. 

He’s the Sooners’ purest linebacker since Brian Bosworth, 
who won the first two Butkus Awards as the nation’s top 
collegiate linebacker in 1985 and ‘86 ... and while they are 
similar statistically, personally, they couldn't be more different. 

Calmus has affectionately been dubbed “the Anti-Boz.” 

“I'm just kind of a plain-Jane guy,” Calmus said. 

Calmus was seven-years old when Bosworth left OU after 


TOP INSIDE LINEBACKERS 


NAME CLASS COLLEGE 


1. Rocky Calmus Oklahoma 
2. Mario Haggan Jr. Mississippi State 
3. Jashon Sykes Sr. Colorado 
4. Robert Thomas Sr. UCLA 
5. Ben Taylor Sr. Virginia Tech 
6. Trev Faulk Jr. LSU 
7. Bradley Jennings Sr. Florida State 
8. Josh Thornhill Sr. Michigan State 
9. Saleem Rasheed Jr. Alabama 
10. Pernell Griffin Sr. East Carolina 
11. Clifton Smith Jr. Syracuse 
12. Larry Foote Sr. Michigan 
13. Billy Silva Sr. Northwestern 
14. Lance Briggs Jr. Arizona 
15. D.D. Lewis Sr. Texas 
16. Terry Pierce So. Kansas State 
17. Justin Ena Sr. BYU 
18. Lawrence Flugence Jr. Texas Tech 
19. Eric Brackins Sr. Michigan 
20. Daryl Smith So. Georgia Tech 


TOP OUTSIDE LINEBACKERS 
CLASS COLLEGE 


NAME 


1 Levar Fisher : N.C. State 
2. Kalimba Edwards Sr. South Carolina 
3. Ben Leber Sr. Kansas State 
4. Napoleon Harris Sr. Northwestern 
5. Eddie Strong Jr. Ole Miss 
6. James Allen Sr. Oregon State 
7. Joe Cooper Sr. Ohio State 
8. Bradie James Jr. LSU 
9. Victor Hobson Jr. Michigan 
10. Boss Bailey Jr. Georgia 
11. Kevin Bentley Sr. Northwestern 
12. Grant Wiley So. West Virginia 
13. Ryan Nece Sr. UCLA 
14. Recardo Wimbush Sr. Georgia Tech 
15. Chad Carson Sr. Clemson 
16. Taylor Suman Sr Temple 
17. Will Weatherspoon Sr. Georgia 
18. Kendyll Pope So. Florida State 
19. Gerald Hayes Pittsburgh 
20. Justin Smith Indiana 


the 1986 season. 

“| remember the 
hair,” said Calmus, who 
grew up in Tulsa and 
starred at storied Jenks 
High School. “But | 
mostly remember how 
he played.” 

The connection was 
strengthened when 
Bosworth, now an actor and XFL color commentator, 
addressed the Sooners before the Rice game last season. 

“I saw him and my eyes lit up, just like a little kid,” Calmus 
said at the time. 

Before Bosworth left the room, Calmus walked over and 
shook his hand. 

“Hi ya, Rock,” Bosworth said with a pat on the back and 
a smile. 

“He knew my name. | got kind of excited,” said Calmus, 
who responded with 14 tackles and a fumble recovery that 
day. 

Calmus, the leader of the defending national champions, 
stands 6-3 and weighs 235 pounds, roughly 30 pounds 
heavier than when he arrived as a freshman. 

But what Calmus lacked in brawn back then, he made up 
for with brains and a natural instinct that amazes coaches. 

“He truly does have that nose for the ball,” said co-defen- 
sive coordinator Brent Venables, who works with the lineback- 
ers. “We try to be a very, very disciplined and structured 
defense. We don’t give guys a lot of leeway to freelance.” 

That includes Calmus ... who does it anyway. 

“I can’t really explain it,” Calmus said. “I just react.” 

“Even when we're not planning on him making plays, 
he somehow finds a way to do it,"’ Venables said. “That's 
what separates him from so many others. Trust me, he does- 
n't bat a thousand when he freelances, and he gets an earful 
when he doesn’t.” 

Calmus is the only Butkus finalist returning from last year. 
The winner, Miami’s Dan Morgan, was a senior. The other 
finalist, Clemson junior Keith Adams, left early for the NFL. 

Calmus will have even more attention on him this 
season because the Sooners are defending national champs 
and because Orange Bowl MVP Torrance Marshall has 
moved on to the NFL. 

Marshall was 246 pounds of muscle, and actually might 
have been the Sooners’ best linebacker last season. He ran the 
40-yard dash in the low 4.4s and had a standing vertical leap 
of 38 1/2 inches. 

If Calmus had Marshall's athleticism? 

“Oh, my goodness. He’d be a terror,” Venables said. 

“He'd break the mold,” co-defensive coordinator Mike 
Stoops said. 

Calmus will have to settle for being a tackling machine. 
He had 128 last season, 17 for loss and three that caused 
fumbles. With QB Josh Heupel gone, there’s no doubt the 
hottest-selling jersey in Norman will be Calmus’ No. 20. 

Venables’ one-year-old son, Jake, already has one. 

“It’s a little weird,” Calmus said of the adoration, “but it’s 
flattering.” 

Well, Rock, here's a little more adoration, from The Boz: 

“He’s got the one characteristic that all great linebackers 
need — total disregard for his own well-being,” Bosworth 
said. “He just sticks his hat into the ring.” 


PHOTO BY JOHN WILUAMSON 


Rocky Calmus 


— John Rohde 
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PLAYER RATINGS 


DEFENSIVE BACKS 


Daughter Mya Helps 
Sheppard be ‘The Man’ 


ito Sheppard looks like Deion Sanders in a Gators 
L uniform. He’s the superb cover guy who makes spectac- 
ular plays and the return guy who makes game-break- 
ing plays. 

It’s a dream role that kids place themselves in as they're 
growing up, but five years ago, Sheppard didn’t have time to 
envision such things. 

He fancied himself a basketball player, so much so that he 
hadn’t even touched a football in his first two years at Raines 
High in Jacksonville. And a week before his 16th birthday, 
Sheppard's future was further clouded when he learned he 
would become a father. 

“When | first found out, | was going into 11th grade and it 


TOP CORNERBACKS 
CLASS COLLEGE 
Florida 


. Lito Sheppard 


2. Quentin Jammer Sr. Texas 
3. Rashad Bauman Sr. Oregon 
4. Dennis Weathersby Jr. Oregon State 
5. Mike Rumph Sr. Miami 
6. Kevin Thomas Sr. UNLV 
7. Sheldon Brown Sr. South Carolina 
8. Andre Lott Sr. Tennessee 
9. Mike Echols Sr. Wisconsin 
10. Keyou Craver Sr. Nebraska 
11. Cedric Henry Sr. Michigan State 
12. Todd Howard Sr. Michigan 
13. Tim Wansley Sr. Georgia 
14. Ricky Manning, Jr. Jr. UCLA 
15. Roderick Babers Jr. Texas 
16. Michael Jolivette So. Arizona 
17. Derrick Strait So. Oklahoma 
18. Bennie Alexander Sr. Florida 
. Eugene Wilson Jr. Illinois 


. Marcus Trufant Jr. Washington State 
TOP SAFETIES 


CLASS COLLEGE 


1. Edward Reed . Miami 

2. Pig Prather Sr. Mississippi State 
3. Mike Doss Jr. Ohio State 
4. Ryan Clark Sr. LSU 

5. Todd Johnson Jr. Florida 

6. Roy Williams Jr. Oklahoma 

7. Anthony Floyd Jr. Louisville 

8. Ramon Walker Jr. Pittsburgh 

9. Michael Lewis Sr. Colorado 
10. Kevin Curtis Sr. Texas Tech 
11. Terrence Holt Jr. N.C. State 
12. Marques Anderson Sr. UCLA 

13. Shawn Hackett Sr. West Virginia 
14. Stuart Schweigert So. Purdue 

15. Tank Williams Sr. Stanford 

16. Chris Hope Sr. Florida State 
17. Cato June Jr. Michigan 

18. Synikar Taylor Sr. Ole Miss 

- Quintin Mikell Boise State 


. Jeremy Muyres Georgia Tech 


scared me,’’ Sheppard 
said. “I didn’t know how 
to react to it.” 

Thanks to the help (A 
of his mother, LaQuita 
Allen, who is helping 
raise her four-year-old 
granddaughter, Shep- 
pard is now more than 
just a father doting on 
his little girl, Mya, although he does plenty of that. 

Sheppard writes Mya’s name on his shoes, on his tape and 
even has it tattooed on his forearms. 

“That's his motivator,” said Allen. “When he ran that punt 
back for a touchdown against South Carolina, she was with me 
in the stands and heard some of the crowd hollering, ‘Lito! 
Lito!’ She hollered, ‘Daddy! Daddy!’ That's his little heart.”’ 

With his daughter serving as inspiration, Sheppard became 
only the fourth sophomore in Florida history to be named first- 
team All-American. 

Just as Jabar Gaffney, his longtime friend and high school 
teammate, emerged as the lightning rod on offense, Sheppard 
has had a Deion-like effect on Florida's defense and special 
teams. He tied for the SEC lead with six interceptions and led 
the league in punt returns. 

Defensive coordinator Jon Hoke pointed out that “(safety) 
Todd Johnson made big plays for us ... (defensive tackle) 
Gerard Warren made big plays ... but Lito’s big plays 
absolutely made the difference in at least three games.”’ 

Sheppard’s heroics provided the difference between 
possibly the Gators’ worst season in 11 years under Steve 
Spurrier and winning their sixth SEC title. The championship 
happened largely because Sheppard had a remarkable knack 
for coming up big in pressure moments. 

@ At Tennessee, he returned an interception 19 yards for 
a touchdown midway through the third quarter, giving Florida 
its first lead. 

B Against Georgia, his zig-zagging 61-yard interception 
return just before halftime set up a tying touchdown and 
reversed momentum for the Gators. 

@ Against South Carolina, his 57-yard punt return in the 
final seconds of the first half gave Florida a 31-21 lead and 
emotionally deflated the Gamecocks in a game that decided 
the SEC East race. 

“We weren't even trying to return that punt,’’ Hoke noted. 
“We were in an all-out block.”’ 

The Gators, who return 17 starters from a 10-3 team that 
lost to Miami in the Sugar Bowl, will be counting on Sheppard 
to make more big plays in 2001, a season that Lindy’s pro- 
jects will end up with a national championship in Gainesville. 

Winning the title game in the Rose Bow! would be a big 
deal for Sheppard, but not as special as the real flower in his 
life, four-year-old Mya. Daddy’s little girl is all over him by 
kickoff. 

There's little expression on Sheppard's face as he talks 
about himself — he’s Deion Sanders minus the self-promotion 
— but he lights up when the conversation turns toward his 
daughter. 

“I love my little girl to death,’’ he said. “That was some- 
thing | was lacking, a father figure, in my childhood. | want to 
be there in her life.”’ 


Lito Sheppard 


— Gene Frenette 
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PLAYER RATINGS 


‘SPECIAL TEAMS 


Randle El — So Much 


More Than a Star QB 


A 


ntwaan Randle El had the paperwork almost done. 
He answered questions about his injury history and 
the names of his parents and other information the 


NFL requires from players entering the draft. 
“You have to get it notarized,” Randle El said. “I think 


they want you to know, ‘This is the real deal. This is it. 
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It might as well have had a box for “do you want your 
college career to end this way?” 


He never sent the form. 


Still, he probably didn’t think his career would end 
this way. 
The great experiment of the spring was having Randle El 
— who was set to become the first player in Division I-A 
history to have four straight seasons with at least 2,500 
yards of total offense — move from quarterback to receiver. 
That will allow the Hoosiers to get quarterback Tommy 
Jones on the field, letting the exciting Randle El go wild 
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Antwaan Randle El 


everywhere else. It’s a bold move for coach Cam Cameron, 
because his job is possibly on the line after four losing 
seasons with the Hoosiers. 

Randle El, who is close to the man he calls “Coach Cam,’ 
was happy to help. 

“Whatever it takes for us to win,” Randle El said. “If 
that’s playing DB, so be it.” 

Seriously? 

“Playing receiver, returning kicks and punts, that kind of 
thing, putting the ball in my hand, that’s what I love,” he 
said. “I love to have the ball. Even playing a little running 
back, that’s something | know I can do.” 

We'll just have to see how this all plays out. Randle El is 
expected to get the call at QB in short-yardage or goal-line 
situations, and also return punts. His overall playing time 
under center is likely to be determined by how well Jones 
plays. 

Either way, Randle El will be one of the most compelling 
athletes of the season. 

There is little the 5-10, 194-pound Randle El can’t do. 
He played basketball at Indiana as a sophomore. Next 
spring, Randle El plans to play baseball for the Hoosiers. The 
Chicago Cubs drafted him out of high school in the 14th 
round. 

That’s all very nice ... but what matters most to Randle El 
is winning. He has never had a winning season with the 
Hoosiers. 

He has started 33 games at quarterback ... and won 11. 
That’s why he came back to school. It isn't how he wanted 
to leave his teammates. 

“| don’t want to live with going through college and not 
going to a bowl game,” Randle El said. “I want to get toa 
bowl game and win a bowl game.” 

He is 681 yards away from the Division I-A record for 
career rushing by a quarterback, set by Dee Dowis of Air 
Force. But it became clear, that for all his wondrous athletic 
ability, his passing hadn't inspired much confidence from 
pro scouts. 

“I feel like | can play quarterback in the NFL,” Randle El 
said. “I talked to many different people who said, ‘Twaan, 
it’s a long shot and you really need to try to play a different 
position.’ 

“| will try to play some other positions. | feel like | have 
too much athletic ability, too much heart, not to be in the 
NFL. I’m not boasting or bragging. But I feel like | am an 
elite athlete. | work extra hard at whatever | do. 

“I will succeed.” 


o 


— Mark Alesia 
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1. Miami The Hurricanes are so embarrassingly rich at running back that 
they could afford to send sophomore stud D.J. Williams back to linebacker in the 
spring. 

As it is, new coach Larry Coker will have to make do, somehow, with NFL- 
sized Najeh Davenport, ultra-productive Clinton Portis (6.3 yards per carry last 
season), and two guys who are all about potential — Jarrett Payton and hotshot 
redshirt freshman Willis McGahee. 

QB Ken Dorsey? His growing calm under fire, as well as that sparkling 25-to- 
5 touchdown-to-interception ratio, make him a Heisman frontrunner ... and Miami 
a national title contender. 


2. Northwestern Spread the field with four receivers so you create 
space to run first, pass second. What a great concept. Many will try to copy 
Randy Walker's genius, but few have a quarterback as crafty and gutty as Zak 
Kustok and no one has a running back who rushed for more yards last season 
than Damien Anderson (2,063, including the bowl). 


3. Florida Do what ever you want, Steve. Rotate them by plays, series, 
quarters or games. Rotate them 90 degrees, rotate them every 5,000 miles. Thing 
is, no matter how much they get spun around, either of the sophomore QBs — 
Rex Grossman or Brock Berlin — will make plays. The running backs have a by- 
committee feel to them as well, with Earnest Graham, Robert Gillespie and lots of 
young ‘uns ready to go. 


4. Mississippi State Only Oregon State can challenge Missis- 
sippi State’s running back combination of Dicenzo Miller and Dontae Walker (308 
carries, 1,845 yards, 19 TDs). And although he doesn’t have a brilliant career 
touchdown-to-interception ratio (29-to-28), Wayne Madkin does have 33 
consecutive starts, completed 56.1 percent of his passes last season and, at 6-4, 
227, is a load to bring down in the open field. 


5. Oregon State The Beavers have two backs for Dennis Erickson’s 
one-back system, guaranteeing that Ken Simonton won't get tired, but perhaps 
costing him valuable Heisman carries when Patrick McCall gets his turns. All QB 
Jonathan Smith does is be smart and make all the key throws — exactly what a 5- 
10 guy needs to do. 


6. Oregon Give us one guy to lead a fourth-quarter drive, and we'd take 
the fiery Joey Harrington. Then put a 1,000-yard rusher like Maurice Morris into 

Oregon's offense, and Mike Bellotti has another winning combination (doesn't he 
always?). In his six seasons, the Ducks have scored 32.7 points per game. 


7. Clemson We'll forgive all-ACC RB Travis Zachery if he gets out- 
rushed by his quarterback. The QB in question, Woody Dantzler, has a chance to 
be that good. If he hadn't been hobbled with injuries late last season, he would 
have become the first player in NCAA history to pass for 2,000 yards and rush for 
1,000 more. 


8. Texas Major Applewhite holds or is tied for 40 Texas records and has 
won 72 percent of his games, although knee injuries (and supremely talented 
Chris Simms) have made him the nation’s best backup. UT will have a new 
starting tailback, but don’t sweat it. There is no shortage of candidates, including 
incoming freshman Cedric Benson, whose signing left ‘Horns fans breathless. 


9. Georgia Tech George Godsey’s tenure as JoeHam’s (yes, one 
word) replacement was supposed to last as long as the life span of an internet 
startup amid a NASDAQ crash, but everyone is still bullish on him despite coming 
off a major knee injury in the bowl game. His 2,906 yards, 23 TDs and overall 


leadership were a revelation, and RB Joe Burns is a nice run-catch threat who 
provides the balance. 


10. Toledo All-MAC QB Tavares Bolden and RB Chester Taylor, the 
nation’s second-leading returning rusher with 1,470 yards, should really take off 
in new coach Tom Amstutz’s spread offense. Taylor, who averaged 5.9 yards and 
scored 18 TDs a year ago, is one of the nation’s hidden gems. 


Rex Grossman (below) will battle Brock Berlin in the 
fall to take control of the Florida offense, which has 
the kind of depth to rival any team in the country. 
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1. Florida Jabar Gaffney led the SEC in receptions as a freshman last 
season (71), making it easy to forget that his partner Reche Caldwell is a darn 
fine receiver, too. There's not a better duo in the country, and in all, the Gators 
return more than 91 percent of their pass-catching production from last season. 
Juniors Aaron Walker and Kirk Wells are also productive, splitting 24 
receptions for 315 yards and 5 TDs. And while there aren't any proven big-play 
receivers after Gaffney and Caldwell, junior Taylor Jacobs has shown promise, 
and Steve Spurrier has some potential gems in guys like sophomores Carlos 
Perez and Kelvin Kight, and redshirt freshmen 0.J. Small and Reggie Vickers. 


2. Texas Having had several months to get over their case of the 
dropsies in the Holiday Bowl, sophomore stars Roy Williams and B.J. Johnson 
are ready to catch everything Chris Simms can throw at their fast, athletic, and 
often wide-open frames. Williams, a graceful 6-5, 210 pounds, is the touchdown- 
maker, with eight, including a 96-yarder against Oklahoma State. Tight end Bo 
Scaife needs to come back from knee surgery to give Simms a nice third target. 


3. Georgia Tech The Yellow Jackets have the talent to finally 
knock Florida State off its ACC perch, and no position at Georgia Tech is stronger 
than receiver. Senior Kerry Campbell is a future high draft pick who will soon own 
all Tech's major receiving records. Kerry Watkins has big-play ability, Will Glover 
has sticky fingers and sophomores Nate Curry and Jonathan Smith ensure that 
the beat goes on. 


4. LSU Jere| Myers dropped off from 64 receptions in 1999 to 29 last 
season, and that was due in part to the quick development of converted RB Josh 
Reed, who zoomed up the learning curve with 65 catches, 1,127 yards and 10 
TDs in his first full season at the position. All these guys need to do now is get 
their big years in sync. TE Robert Royal is a darling of the NFL scouts. 


5. Georgia The Bulldogs return their top six pass catchers from last 
season, and there's still only one senior in the bunch. Terrence Edwards (53 
catches in each of his first two seasons) leads the way, while Damien Gary 
emerged from a series of injuries to post 36 catches. Backups Reggie Brown and 


41. Miami So much for recruiting rankings. Left tackle Bryant McKinnie 
was just a lightly heralded JC transfer and right tackle Joaquin Gonzalez was a 
walk-on. Now, they are the finest bookends in college, and it wouldn't be a 
surprise to see both become first-round picks next April, with McKinnie going 
very early. 

Throw in underrated guard Martin Bibla, and the only glimpses defenders 
get of QB Ken Dorsey is on SportsCenter. And as long as Dorsey stays upright, 
he'll have no trouble finding his new receivers, even if they don’t get open as 
quickly as Santana Moss and Reggie Wayne. 


2. Ole Miss The line has been entrusted to protect the new franchise 
— QB Eli Manning. The Rebs’ front wall yielded only seven sacks a season ago, 
and returns Lindy’s preseason All-American tackle Terrence Metcalf, as well as 
center Ben Claxton (coming back from injury) and Belton Johnson. 


3. Northwestern Somebody had to do all that blocking so Damien 
Anderson and Zak Kustok could do their thing last season, and all those 
somebodies are back. This is the real strength of the team, with three fifth-year 
seniors surrounding the two headliners — guard Jeff Roehl and center Austin 
King, both juniors. 


4. UCLA Bob Toledo's excellent recruiting efforts should begin paying off 
... fight now. The Bruins have three Parade All-Americans along the line, 
including junior tackles Mike Saffer and Bryce Bohlander. With only one senior in 
the projected starting five, these guys are already the best in the Pac-10. 


5. Kansas State Without kicking up a lot of dirt about it, the 
Kansas State line was one of the most effective in the nation last season, yielding 
a mere nine sacks and clearing the way for a school-record 42 rushing touch- 
downs. Three starters are back, notably tackle Thomas Barnett. 


Durell Robinson are former high school studs; TE Randy McMichael does the 
tough work. 


6. Oklahoma Depth, depth, depth. The Sooners return their top eight 
pass catchers from last season, totaling 294 receptions, 3,512 yards and 21 
touchdowns. Did we mention depth? Oklahoma gets it done without a superstar, 
although junior Antwone Savage (50 catches, 621 yards) is on the verge of 
becoming one. Question: Were last year's numbers Heupel-inflated? 


7. Florida State Coming out of the shadows of Peter Warrick and 
Marvin Minnis is Atrews Bell, who quietly caught 10 touchdown passes last fall. 
The thing here, though, is the Seminoles throw waves of receivers at poor 
defensive backs. Pick your poison with a double team, because Robert Morgan, 
Javon Walker, Anquan Boldin (if he's not playing quarterback) and others are 
likely to find paydirt as well. 


8. USC Now that veteran offensive coordinator Norm Chow is doing his 
thing in Los Angeles, maybe Kareem Kelly can become a superstar like Koren 
Robinson did under Chow's watch at North Carolina State last season. Kelly is a 
speedster supreme who is sure to up last year's marks of 55 catches and 796 
yards, Marcell Allmond and Keary Colbert are more good options in a deep, fast, 
corps. 


9. Purdue Joe Tiller is never at a loss for receivers to plug into his 
‘basketball on grass’ offense, and has one of the nation's brightest young 
receivers in long, tall John Standeford, a 6-4 sophomore who hauled in 67 
catches for 744 yards and six touchdowns. Seth Morales is a nice complement, 
and Tim Stratton is likely to catch more passes than any other tight end in the 
nation. 


10. Virginia Tech {t would have been nice to see Andre Davis 
catching long passes from Michael Vick for one more year. Now, we'll get to see 
if Grant Noel has the arm strength to reach one of the fastest guys in college 
football on a fly pattern. On the other side, Emmett Johnson is an emerging star. 


6. Tennessee The Vols were young last year, and it showed at 
times, But a year of maturity for tackles Michael Munoz and Reggie Coleman, 
plus a healthy Fred Weary at guard or center, could make this line leap from a 
question mark to the strength of the offense. But will Munoz’s bum knee even 
allow him to play this fall? 


7. South Carolina ou Holtz doesn't have an excess of 
playmakers on offense, but he does have four returning starters on the offensive 
line who helped grind out eight victories last season in one of the greatest 
turnarounds in college football history. Tackle Melvin Paige is the backbone of 
the unit. 


8. Nebraska What's an offensive line ranking without Nebraska? No 
doubt, the Cornhuskers have holes to fill, losing center Dominic Raiola and the 
right side of the line, but when it comes to the offensive line, Nebraska doesn't 
just reload, it overloads. Toniu Fonoti is Lindy’s top-rated guard, and he’s next to 
Veteran tackle Dave Volk. Let’s just say coaches around the country would swap 
for the new guys sight unseen. 


9. Florida State The Seminoles get the benefit of the doubt, even 
ina “down” year. The projected starting five is all juniors — including marvelous 
left tackle Brett Williams — so next year we'll be back to the familiar “this is the 
best line in school history” talk that seems to burden so many Florida State 
fronts. In the meantime, guys, feel free to drive-block. 


10. Stanford The top seven linemen return, with plenty of mix-and- 
match opportunities. That versatility will be put to good use as Tyrone Willing- 
ham shuffles to find the right combination that likely will include a promotion for 
sophomore tackle Kwame Harris, a former super recruit who got his feet wet last 
season as a true freshman. Otherwise, senior guard Eric Heitmann is the best 
blocker ... for now. 
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UNIT RANKINGS 


DEFENSE 


DEFENSIVE LINES 


One of the reasons we expect an Alabama comeback this 
season is that the Tide will be so tough up front on defense. Dennis Franchione 
had a great end at TCU in Aaron Schobel; in Tuscaloosa, he'll get to mix and 
match with Kenny King and Kindal Moorehead (now, he just needs them to 
avoid the injury bug that took bites out of their 2000 season). 


Jarret Johnson is the steadiest hand along the defensive front, starting games 
at end and tackle last season, making seven sacks. 


Nobody turns out get-to-the-quarterback ends 
like Florida State, and the next great one figures to be junior Alonzo Jackson, 
who will be looking to at least double the six sacks he had last season as a 
sometimes-starter. Sophomore defensive tackles Darnell Dockett and Jeff 
Womble — both returning starters — will soon be immovable up front. 


The Vols defensive line could be ranked just on the 
strength of Outland Trophy winner John Henderson and his 12 sacks, remark- 
able for an interior lineman. Edward Kendrick and Albert Haynesworth provide 
experience at the other tackle spot, while Will Overstreet makes the big plays 
from end. 


Part-time 
Tar Heel hoopster Julius Peppers — the 
nation’s best college athlete? — has an 
unmatched combination of size (6-6, 270), 
speed, strength and stats (15 sacks last 


season) among defensive ends. Ryan Sims 
and Anthony Perkins, both senior returning 
starters, hold things down inside. 


The Boilers’ defense 
could be better than their offense, and 
that’s because all four starters are back on 
the line. Led by end Akin Ayodele, the 
entire line gets after the QB in a hurry (a 
combined 23 sacks), and this could be the 
year they’re tougher against the run (765 
rushing yards allowed in last three 
games). 


Alex Brown is known as 
a big-game player (note to Alex: every 
game is a big game). We'll assume he 
didn’t come back for his senior season to 
coast, and if he doesn’t he'll have a chance 
to be the best end in college, although he'll 
have to get there without Gerard Warren 
helping from the inside. 


Last season, it 
was the A&M linebackers who carried the 
flag of the always-proud Aggies defense. 
The power shifts up front in 2001, with 
300-pound junior Ty Warren having All- 
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American ability and end Rocky Bernard returning from knee surgery. 


Steady and experienced, Notre Dame is looking 
for big years from its ends — Grant Irons returns from shoulder surgery to 
pair with end Anthony Weaver (eight sacks in 2000). Tackle Darrell Campbell is 
seen as having a big future, and with three years of eligibility left, has the room 
to grow into it, 


Here’s the story of the Bruins’ defensive line: It’s deep, it’s 
talented, it’s got a big rep ... and it’s time for the production to match all the 
hype. UCLA has had back-to-back seasons of only 21 sacks. It helps to get DE 
Kenyon Coleman back from a cartilage tear in his knee that robbed him of the 
majority of 2000. 


New Cavs coach Al Groh inherited no returning starters 
at linebacker, but George Welsh was kind enough to leave behind four line 
starters who will become the strength of the defense. It’s an all-senior cast of 
characters on the line, which will use its strength and experience to improve 
on last year’s total of 10 sacks. 


Kenny King and other members of the Alabama defensive front 
were slowed by injuries last season, but its depth and versatility 
make the Tide poised for a bounce-back year. 
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41. Michigan The Michigan Mashers have it all covered, sideline to 
sideline. Each of the three starters — Victor Hobson, Eric Brackins, Larry 
Foote — are candidates for postseason honors. Foote, a returning all-Big Ten 
player, should be even better after increasing his, uh, Foote speed, in the 
spring. Altogether, the trio combined for 31 tackles for loss last season and 
will have to stay at that high level unless talented backups such as Larry 
Stevens prove to be so good that they take away playing time. 


2. Florida Steve Spurrier really liked the way his linebackers were 
playing the pass in the spring, staying disciplined and being more solid in 
zone coverage. Almost everyone is back — six of the top seven — not 
including senior Andra Davis, slated to start after missing most of last season 
with a bad knee. 


3. LSU_ Gerry DiNardo knew what he was getting when he signed the 
two best linebackers in Louisiana in 1999, but Bradie James and Trev Faulk 

weren't ready as true freshmen to save his job. As sophomores, they helped 
Nick Saban lead a turnaround to an 8-4 record. Can they grab an SEC West 

title as juniors? 


4. Georgia Tech The three returning starters at linebacker work 
nicely with a quality defensive line to form one of the best front sevens in the 
country. Middle linebacker Daryl Smith led the Jackets in tackles last season 
(96) as a freshman; Recardo Wimbush, a junior, is the veteran of a still- 
improving group. 


5. Mississippi State Mario Haggan is the top bone-crusher 
in the nation, just another in a long line of snarling Bulldog defenders. Joe 
Lee Dunn’s scheme creates some unusual terminology — the official depth 
chart is a 5-1-5 formation — so Conner Stephens is as much DE as OLB. 


1. Florida The best matchup in the college football can only happen 
at a Florida practice — cornerback Lito Sheppard vs. receiver Jabar Gaffney. 
Something keeps Sheppard sharp, because nobody makes plays in the 
secondary like he does, and he’s got all of his buddies with him. The Gators 
return everyone from last season's two-deep depth chart, which was filled 
with standouts like safety Todd Johnson and other cornerbacks Bennie 
Alexander and Robert Cromartie. Expect Florida to at least equal the league- 
high 24 picks from last season. 


2. Miami Emotional leader Al Blades is gone, although emotion and 
attitude are things the Hurricanes always have in large supply. Strong safety 
Edward Reed (eight interceptions last season) is Lindy’s top-rated safety, and 
Mike Rumph will make a run at being the top cornerback by the end of the 
season. The Hurricanes can stake claim to having the nation’s top secondary 
... to be determined in the national title game? 


3. Texas The most appropriately named cornerback in the nation, 
Texas’ Quentin Jammer, is also one of the best. He’s the show-stopper in a 
unit that ranked first nationally in pass efficiency defense (84.3 rating) and 
allowed teams to complete just over 45 percent of their passes. 


4. Oklahoma Take All-American J.T. Thatcher out of the Sooners 
secondary, and you've still got four guys who just don't get beat very often. 
This is a team that is so confident in its defensive backs, that the nickel 
package is almost OU’s base defense. Having a 221-pound safety who hits like 
Roy Williams makes that much easier. 


5. South Carolima (CB Sheldon Brown leads a secondary that 
has everybody back after being one of the most effective in college football 

last season, limiting foes to just five passing TDs while picking off 20. Willie 
Offard and Rashad Faison (if his shoulder heels from winter surgery) are big 


Whatever. We'll lump him in with Haggan here, and call the Dogs’ ‘backers 
really, really good. 


6. Florida State The athletes keep a-comin’ ... Throughout an 
impressive spring, senior Bradley Jennings showed he is ready to play a 
starring role (his stats say the same thing: 102 tackles last season). He'll be 
joined by sophomore Kendyll Pope on one side, and a newbie on the other 
side. 


7. North Carolina State Outside ‘backer Levar Fisher, 
strong as a bull, made an astounding 166 tackles last season, 15 for loss. In 
the middle, “Thunder Dan” Dantonio Burnette is short (5-foot-10), but 
delivers a wallop, leaving precious little room for running backs to escape 
punishment. 


8. UCLA Robert Thomas is the physical model for a middle ‘backer, 
but what's harder to capture is what coach Bob Toledo calls Thomas’ cobra- 
like quickness. Ryan Nece, among others, is also tough to slither past. Still, 
the Bruins need to toughen up — back to the ways of the 1998 season. 


9. Kansas State The raves are rolling in for Terry Pierce, who 
was selected the Big 12’s top freshman defender last season in a vote of 
league coaches and did nothing in the spring to curb rising expectations. The 
Wildcats already know what they've got in senior Ben Leber — an All- 
American talent. 


10. Northwestern The last time we saw the Wildcats’ defense, 
it was getting de-pantsed by Nebraska in the Alamo Bowl. Northwestern’s 
defense should be more presentable this season, and you can’t ignore the 
numbers from the returning trio of Billy Silva, Napoleon Harris and Kevin 
Bentley (325 tackles last season). 


hitters, Andre Goodman and Kevin House are strong in coverage, and when 
safety Antione Nesmith was injured, Deandre’ Eiland stepped in as a red-hot 
freshman. 


6. Southern California With great depth, the surest thing 
in the Trojans’ secondary is Troy Polamula at strong safety. The corners are 
overloaded with speedster Darrell Rideaux, Kris Richard, Chris Cash ... and 
the return of standout Antuan Simmons, who survived a life-threatening 
abdominal tumor last year. 


7. Georgia Tim Wansley might be the best pure cover guy in the 
SEC, and safeties Jermaine Phillips and Terreal Bierria have good size and 
speed. The Bulldogs had 19 interceptions last season (six by Wansley), and 
will be counted on more this season. 


8. North Carolina The Tar Heels have good experience back 
from a unit that needs to show better hands. DeFonte Coleman and Dexter 
Reid are solid safeties, Errol Hood is a quality cover guy, and Michael Waddell 
has shown the attributes to develop into a great one. Opponents completed 
only 49 percent of their passes, and these guys broke up a ton of balls — but 
only five of them stuck. 


9. Michigan Rated only ninth in the Big Ten in pass defense a year 
ago, the Michigan secondary should be much better ... if it's not, the Wolver- 
ines are in big trouble. Defense must carry the day, and the talent is in place 
to get it done with CB Todd Howard, SS Julius Curry and the return from 
injury of Cato June. 


10. Florida State Several young non-starters played key roles in 
2000, so senior safety Chris Hope isn’t alone back there, even though he's listed 
as the only returning starter. Stanford Samuels, Malcolm Tatum, Abdual Howard 
and Rufus Brown all are high-end guys who showed plenty last season. 


coping the Nation 


é By Don Borst 


Granddaddy's Day 


Can’t beat the pageantry of the Rose Bow! ... 
and, this season, you can’t beat the stakes 


It's time for Granddaddy to take center stage. The greatest And to have an almost sure-fire national championship 
tradition, the biggest stadium, the biggest media market ... game in place of the annual Pac-10 vs. Ben Ten bash will make 
and finally, the biggest game, too. it that much more exceptional. This is one time fans of a 

The Rose Bowl really is special and different than the participating team (and those who aren’t) can justify the hassle 
others. And not just the other bowl games, or bowls in the and cost of attending a bowl game: With the parade, 

Bowl Championship Series ... it’s special and different com- pageantry and general hype involved, this sucker looks 
pared to other major sporting events, period. The like the most memorable college football 
event and what surrounds it rates with yi Iv, . event/game in a generation. 
the Masters, Kentucky Derby, \\ \\ ° @ S)) ; There is, 
and ... well, it’s a short list. \R hues. f 4 ® ‘aa 
A is : SS ie 
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however, one problem: The traffic. 

Starting the national championship game in Pasadena at 5 
o'clock on a workday might make kickoff look like any other 
bowl game ... which is to say, half full. 

Even more valuable that week than a game ticket or 
parade grandstand seat will be a special bus pass to ensure 
getting to the game on time. 


So, who'll get to Pasadena? 

The three-month regular-season serves as a 
process of elimination, but we don’t need to wait that long to 
know we can eliminate the 54 teams that are not in one of the 
six power conferences — the computers and strength of 
schedule ratings essentially exist to weed out those smaller- 
conference teams. 

That leaves the 63 BCS teams, but each of the SEC, Pac-10 
and Big 12 and Big Ten have only about four teams (you know 
who you are) remotely capable of reaching Pasadena this 
season, and there are only two each in the ACC and Big East. 
And we'll give Notre Dame the benefit of the doubt too. 

® If only 21 teams have any business looking in the mirror 
and saying out loud that they can smell these particular Roses, 
we must also recognize that the Pac-10 and Big Ten don’t 
have a complete, dominant team that can sweep the league ... 
and Notre Dame’s tough schedule leaves the Irish as a long 
shot for any BCS bowl. 

@ So, we're down to 12 teams, and realistically, those 
Techs in Virginia and Georgia are not going to be flicking aside 
Miami and Florida State in 2001. In the SEC, the winner of the 
Florida-Tennessee game always has a big ol’ edge, and this 
year that'll be the Gators, winning in Gainesville. 

@ The Big 12 looks like it will eat its young this season, 
and Nebraska and K-State are younger than usual. Defending 
champion Oklahoma doesn’t have a championship quarter- 
back. 

@ So, we've boiled it down to four teams — Texas, Florida, 
Miami and Florida State, and it’s important to note that as 
good as Mack Brown is at building a program, his teams 
always seem to lose at least one game they shouldn't. 

® Down to three, and here’s where the plot thickens: The 
rebuilding Seminoles know how to win the ACC, but they 
don’t have enough to beat Miami or Florida, which will use 
those intrastate victories to get one more intrastate game. 

@ A rematch of last season's Sugar Bowl. But this time, 
played all the way across the continent. 


The biggest bowls 


Now that we have the Rose Bowl matchup settled 
— go ahead and get those non-refundable tickets, we're 
never wrong here at Lindy’s Football Annuals — the other BCS 
bowls set the dominoes in motion for the whole bowl 
framework. Here's how we see it falling: 

After Florida and Miami go to the Rose Bowl as the No. | 
and No. 2 teams, the Fiesta automatically has the Pac-10 and 
Big 12 champions, and the Orange automatically has ACC 
champion Florida State. 

@ That leaves the Sugar to replace SEC champ Florida 
with an at-large team or the Big Ten champion (the bad news 
is that we see that as being Northwestern). That figures to be 
Tennessee because the Vols will be ranked high and would 
bring a ton of fans. Then the Sugar gets its true at-large selec- 
tion (or the Big Ten champion) — and Tennessee-Oklahoma 
makes for a terrific matchup. 

@ The Orange Bowl, then, is left with Northwestern to 
pair up with Florida State. Sorry, Orange Bowl, maybe you'll 
get lucky and Michigan will win the Big Ten. 


ss The BCS matchups 


~ Rose Bowl 
Jan. 3, 2002, 8 p.m. ET 
No. 1 vs. No. 2 
Lindy’s pick: Miami vs. Florida 
Other possible candidates: Florida State, Texas, 
Oklahoma, Nebraska, Oregon, Georgia Tech. 


Fiesta Bowl 

Jan. 1, 2002, 5 p.m. ET 

Pac-10 champ vs. Big 12 champ 

Lindy’s pick: UCLA vs. Texas 

Other highly possible candidates: Oregon, 
Washington, Oregon State, Nebraska, Oklahoma. 


Sugar Bowl 

Jan, 1, 8 p.m. ET 

SEC champ vs. at-large 

Lindy’s pick: Tennessee vs. Oklahoma 

Other highly possible candidates: Florida, 

Notre Dame, Nebraska or Texas (if a Big 12 runner-up), 
Miami or Virginia Tech, Florida State or Georgia Tech. 


Orie Bowl 
Jan. 2, 8 p.m. ET 

ACC or Big East champion vs. at-large 

Lindy’s pick: Florida State vs. Northwestern 
Other possible candidates: Georgia Tech, 
Michigan, Notre Dame, Miami or Virginia Tech. 


Experienced QB 
a key ingredient 


In the past eight seasons, nine teams have been 
declared national champions (remember, in 1997 Michigan 
and Nebraska split the title). Of those nine teams, eight had a 
veteran calling the signals and distributing the ball, with only 
Tennessee's Tee Martin leading a team all the way to No. 1 as 
a first-year starter in 1998. 

This season, in Lindy's preseason Top 10 — presumably all 
10 have a serious shot at the national championship — eight 
have veteran quarterbacks, with the only exceptions being last 
year’s Orange Bowl combatants. 


1. Florida s Sophomore Rex Grossman shared job last year 
with NFL draftee Jesse Palmer. 


2. Miami = Ken Dorsey proved to be a big-timer as a starter 
last season. 


3. Texas = Best QB duo in the country in Chris Simms and 
Major Applewhite. 


4. Tennessee m Casey Clausen’s emergence as frosh starter 
turned around Vols in 2000. 

5. Oklahoma « Nate Hybl or Jason White steps in for Josh 
Heupel; 17 teammates are returning starters. 


6. Florida St. s Much uncertainty, could be youngster or 
converted WR Anquan Boldin. 


7. Nebraska = Eric Crouch is terrific when healthy, but he’s 
been beat up at times. 


8. UCLA = Cory Paus was solid last season, and looks like 
he’s ready to blossom. 


9. Georgia Tech » George Godsey must overcome knee 
injury, but if he does, Bees will buzz. 


10. Oregon w# Returning starter Joey Harrington could rate at 
the top of this list. 
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Tradition required for title run Bowl mess continues 
Yes, there is unprecedented parity in college The postseason confusion continued in the off- 
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football these days, with seven different winners of the Pac-10 
in the past seven years, and six different Big Ten programs 
having a share of the past seven league titles, and four differ- 
ent champions in the Big 12's five years of existence ... 

But to win a national title, you'd better have tradition that 
begets such success. In the past nine years, 10 teams have 
captured at least a share of the national championship, but 
only Florida State in 1993 and Florida in 1996 were first-time 
winners. Certainly their emergence among college football's 
elite has nothing to do with growing parity. 

The 75 quasi-official national championships (the media 
and coaches polls) dating to 1936 have been dispersed 
among just 30 programs, with Oklahoma adding to its 
gluttony last season. 

And since there are 14 one-time champions, that means 
16 programs have shared the other 61 championships among 
their little clique. Here’s the list of champions, with number of 
titles and most-recent crown: 


8 Notre Dame 1988 3 Texas 1979 
7 Oklahoma 2000 2 Florida State 1999 
7 Alabama 1992 2 Tennessee 1998 
5 Nebraska 1997 2 Michigan 1997 
5 Southern Cal 1978 2 Penn State 1986 
4 Miami 1991 2 Pittsburgh 1976 
4 Ohio State 1968 2 Michigan State 1965 
4 Minnesota 1960 2 Army 1945 


1—Florida (1996), Washington (1991), Colorado (1990), Georgia 
Tech (1990), Brigham Young (1984), Clemson (1981), Georgia 
(1980), Syracuse (1959), LSU (1958), Auburn (1957), UCLA (1954), 
Maryland (1953), Texas A&M (1939), Texas Christian (1938). 


é What to do for an encore? 


Oklahoma will be trying to do what two other pairs of 
teams have done in Sooner's history — win back-to-back 
consensus national championships. OU did it under Bud 
Wilkinson in 1955-56, and again under Barry Switzer in 1984- 
85. It has been done six other times, most recently by the 
1994-95 Nebraska Cornhuskers. 

Here’s a glance at how the national champions of the past 
10 years have fared in the following season (final AP poll) — 
none have fallen on their faces: 


1999 FloridaState _ 2000: Reached national title game; finished #3 
1998 _ Tennessee 1999: Finished #9 
1997 Michigan 1998: Shared Big Ten title; finished #12 
Nebraska _—_—-1998: Slumped to #19, worst since 1990 

1996 Florida 1997: Upended by Tennessee, but finished #4 
1995 Nebraska ——_1996: Won Big 12 North; finished #6 
1994 Nebraska 1995: Won national championship 
1993 __ Florida State__ 1994: Won ACC title, finished #4 = 
1992 Alabama_ 1993: Finished #14 _ 
1991 Washington _ 1992: Won Pac-10 title; finished #11 

_ Miami 1992: Reached national title game; finished #3 


season with the two Hawaii games heading to the mainland, 
and the NCAA declaring in the spring that the Micronpc.com 
Bowl still could salvage itself this year. That means the 25 
bowls could grow to 26 in the summer. 

With at least 50 teams bowl-bound — including 38 from 
the power conferences last season (and similar number pro- 
jected for this season) the question becomes, “who ISN'T 
going to make it?” 

Well, our guess is Penn State and a bunch of other guys 
named Joe. Oops, poor choice of terms there. 


@ Who'll break a long drought? 

There's someone every year: In 1995 Northwest- 
ern went to its first bowl in 46 years, in 1996 Navy ended a 
15-year drought, in 1997 New Mexico snapped a 36-year 
hiatus, in 1998 Tulane went for the first time in 11 years, in 
1999 Oregon State ended a 34-year depression, and last 
season it was lowa State going for the first time in 22 years. 

This year, we'd like to think that Indiana or Maryland can 
break their droughts of seven and 10 years. And who knows, 
maybe even Rutgers (22) or Vanderbilt (18 years). Here are the 


current bowl and non-bowl streaks of programs from power 
conferences: 


The bowling teams Bowl? What's a bowl? 


These are the only nine 
programs that have been to a 
bowl in each of the past five 
years — so, fifth-year seniors 
who just left the program 
went bowling every year of 
their college careers: 


These are the only nine 
teams (of the 63 in power 
conferences) that have not 
been to a bow! since their 
current fifth-year seniors 
joined the program: 


22 Rutgers 

32 Nebraska 21 Temple 
26 Michigan 18 Vanderbilt 
19 Florida State 10 Maryland 
12 Tennessee 7 Indi 

10 Florida peas 

8 Kansas State eh CIEL 

8 Virginia Tech SEEKS 

6 Washington 5 Kansas 

5 Wisconsin 4 California 


¢ Preseason, but not classics 
The “preseason classics” are coming to an end in 


2002. The NCAA has eliminated the games beyond next 
season in favor of adding a 12th game to the regular season. 

They might as well have added the 12th game for this 
season — they basically gave everybody the choice of playing 
an extra game, anyway. Including the nine games at Hawaii and 
the six preseason games, that means 22 teams including Hawaii 
will play 12 regular-season games, and Fresno State has 13. 

And that doesn’t even include the league championship 
games in the SEC, Big 12 and MAC. The NCAA approved six 
“preseason exempt” games for the 2001 season, and another 
was given an extension into the summer to try to get itself 
together. Certainly the term “classic” cannot be applied to 
these games. 


Aug. 23 _ Louisville vs. New Mexico St. John Thompson Classic, Louisville, Ky. 
Aug. 25 Nebraska vs. TCU Pigskin Classic, Lincoln, Neb, 

Aug. 25 Wisconsin vs. Virginia Eddie Robinson Classic, Madison, Wis. 
Aug. 25 Oklahoma vs. North Carolina Hispanic College Fund Classic, Norman, Okla. 
Aug. 25 Colorado vs. Fresno State _Jim Thorpe Classic, Boulder, Colo. 
Aug. 26 Syracuse vs. Georgia Tech _ Kickoff Classic, East Rutherford, N.J. 


—_—_—————— eee 
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Pick the 16 scho 


TEAM ROSTER 


es 

Each team roster will consist of 16 schools, Each team owner will 
pick 2 schools in each of the 8 categories. Thus, each team will 
consist of 8 offensive scoring category schools and 8 defensive 
scoring category schools. 

| An individual school can only be picked in one category per week. 

You must have 16 different schools each week. 

You may change any or all of your 16 schools every week. 


LEAGUE FORMATION 


Leagues are formed on a first-come, first-served basis. 
@ 25 teams form a league. 
All teams compete for the overall grand prize. 
@ Play in the same league with your friends. 
For details, call 1-888-676-2248 or visit our Internet site. 


| REPORTS 


es 

} @ Reports will be available via the Internet each Sunday after 5:00 

| PM Central Time. The reports will include your team summary, 
league summary and the top 100 teams overall summary. 

| @ First unofficial Internet reports will be available September 6th. 

5 @ Mailed and faxed reports, if purchased, will be sent every Monday 
beginning September 10, 2001. 


ENTRY DEADLINES 


a 

| @ Internet, telephone, and fax entries will be accepted until 9 PM CT 
on Friday, August 31, 2001. 

@ Mailed entries must be postmarked no later than August 31, 2001 
and received no later than Tuesday, September 4, 2001. Entries 
with invalid postmarks and entries with valid postmarks but 

| received after September 4th will be returned. 

Mail entries with payment to: CDM, Inc./College Football, 11756 
Borman Drive Suite 220, St. Louis, MO 63146. 


| ROSTER CHANGES 


You may change any or all of your 16 schools each week. 

To make changes, an account number, user id and password will 
be provided. 

| @ Changes must be made by 11 AM CT on Saturday in order to be 
effective for the upcoming weekend's games. 

For Thursday and Friday games, the deadline for changes involving 
these schools is 30 minutes prior to the first game played that day. 
Once this deadline has passed, you will not be able to add or drop 
the schools in the early game(s) until the following week. 

@ There will be a $2.00 surcharge per team each time changes are made 
via phone, fax, mail, e-mail, or voice mail rather than via the Intemet. 


COST TO PLAY 


@ $99.95 for each entry. 
@ $20.00 to receive weekly reports via mail or fax. 
| @ There is no charge to make roster changes via the Internet. There 
| is, however, a $2 surcharge per team each time changes are 
made via phone, fax, mail, e-mail or voice mail. 


1. Team Owner Information 


Name 
Team Name 
Address 
City 
Phone 
Email Address 
MC/VISA/DISC 


First College Football Challenge Entry 
Additional Entries Qty __ x $99.95 = 
Weekly Rpts GMail GFax Qty _ x $20.00 = 

TOTAL PAYMENT 

Have you played a CDM Challenge before? 


= NO PURCHASE NECESSARY. To r 
stamped envelope to: CDM, Ine 
i cPyY Gree) auests must be received by August 2 
| mww.cdmene 7s s 
| = families an 4 f ic rs 


that you 


think will 
CDV 


Fantasy Sports 


3 Ways to Earn Cash Prizes 
e League (Top 4 earn prizes) 

¢ Overall (Top 100 earn more cash) 

¢ Weekly (Top team for the week earns $100) 


1 in 25 will earn at least $400 


Overall 
Prizes 
_ (all teams) 
1st 
2nd 


$400 
$200 
$100 


3rd 
4th 
5th 
6th to 10th 
11th to 50th 
5ist to 100th 


$50 Gift Certificate 


Best Team 
Overall 
Each Week 
Earns $100 


SCORING 


Teams in each league are sorted by each team’s total points. The 
team with the highest point total will be first and the team with the 
lowest point total will be last. 

To determine overall standings, all teams in the College Football 
Challenge are sorted by each team’s total points. 

@ Points are accumulated weekly for all 16 schools. The week begins 
with games played on Thursday and ends with games played on 
Sunday. The challenge begins with games played on September 1, 
2001, and ends with games played on December 1, 2001. 

Points from games played on August 30-31, do not count. 

Actual School Points Allowed is based on the final score of the 
game versus the school selected. 

A school’s points are added to your team’s point totals only during 
the weeks that school is on your team roster and only for the 
category for which the school has been selected. 

Category points by a school on your roster but not selected for that 
category do not count. 

@ Points by a school before it was on your roster do not count. 


ADDITIONAL RULES 


@ The College Football Challenge welcomes entries from around 
the world. All fees, however, must be paid with U.S. funds. 

Changes cannot be made until your team has been entered into the 
computer database. Mailed and faxed teams will be entered 
within five working days of receipt. 

Not responsible for lost, late, stolen or misdirected entries or changes. 

Our toll line is 314-991-1511. Our fax number is 314-991-1564. 


have the best perfor 


ll. Team Roster 


ance each weekend 


8 SCORING CATEGORIES 


OFFENSIVE POINTS 

Actual School Points Scored (per pt. scored by sch0ol) ....+sssss+« 1 Point 
Offensive Passing Yards (1 pt. for every 10 yds.) .. 0.10 Point 
Offensive Rushing Yards (1 pt. tor every 10 yds.).. 0.10 Point 
Total Offensive Yards (1 pt. for every 20 yds.) .....ssssesseers0-040,05 Point 


DEFENSIVE POINTS 

Actual School Points Allowed.............. (30 - Pts. Allowed) x 2.0 
Def. Passing Yds. Allowed........(300 - Pass Yds Allowed) x 0.3 
Def. Rushing Yds. Allowed........(200 - Pass Yds Allowed) x 0.3 
Total Def. Yds. Allowed ............(400 - Total Yds Allowed) x 0.3 


Each team owner will pick 2 schools in each of the 8 categories. 
Thus, each team will consist of 8 offensive scoring category 
schools and 8 defensive scoring category schools. 


An individual school can only be picked once per week. 


ID NAME ID NAME ID NAME 

1 AIR FORCE 28 KANSAS ST. 55 RUTGERS 

2 ALABAMA 29 KENTUCKY 56 SAN DIEGO ST. 
3 ARIZONA 30 LOUISVILLE 57 SOUTH CAROLINA 
4 ARIZONA ST. 31 LSU 58 SOUTHERN CAL 
5 ARKANSAS 32 MARYLAND 59 SOUTHERN MISS 
6 ARMY 33 MEMPHIS 60 STANFORD 

7 AUBURN 34 MIAMI-FLORIDA 61 SYRACUSE 

8 BAYLOR 35 MICHIGAN 62 TEMPLE 

9 BOSTON COLLEGE 36 MICHIGAN ST. 63 TENNESSEE 

10 BRIGHAM YOUNG 37 MINNESOTA 64 TEXAS 

11 CALIFORNIA 38 MISSISSIPPI 65 TEXAS A&M 

12 CINCINNATI 39 MISSISSIPPI ST. 66 TEXAS TECH 

13 CLEMSON 40 MISSOURI 67 TULANE 

14 COLORADO 41 NEBRASKA 68 UAB 

15 COLORADO ST. 42 NEW MEXICO 69 UCLA 

16 DUKE 43 NO.CAROLINAST. 70 UNLV 

17 EAST CAROLINA 44 NORTHCAROLINA 71 UTAH 

18 FLORIDA 45 NORTHWESTERN 72 VANDERBILT 

19 FLORIDA ST. 46 NOTRE DAME 73 VIRGINIA 

20 GEORGIA 47 OHIO ST. 74 VIRGINIA TECH 
21 GEORGIA TECH 48 OKLAHOMA 75 WAKE FOREST 
22 HOUSTON 49 OKLAHOMA ST. 76 WASHINGTON 
23 ILLINOIS 50 OREGON 77 WASHINGTON ST. 
24 INDIANA 51 OREGON ST. 78 WEST VIRGINIA 
25 IOWA 52 PENN ST. 79 WISCONSIN 

26 IOWA ST. 53 PITTSBURGH 80 WYOMING 

27 KANSAS 54 PURDUE 


An individual school can only be picked once per week. Feel free to enlarge or use a separate piece of paper 


OFFENSIVE POINTS SCORED 


School #1 id School #2 


DEFENSIVE POINTS ALLOWED 
id School #1 id School #2 


OFFENSIVE PASSING YARDS 


School #1 LT School #2 


OFFENSIVE RUSHING YARDS 
School #1 'd School #2 


OFFENSIVE TOTAL YARDS 


T 
Co 


2001. You must be 18 yea 


Football Challenge is not affiliated in any way with the NCAA. 


DEFENSIVE PASSING YARDS ALLOWED 
School #1 id School #2 


DEFENSIVE RUSHING YARDS ALLOWED 
School #1 i Schoo! #2 


DEFENSIVE TOTAL YARDS ALLOWED 
Schoo! #1 id School #2 


is, MO 63146. Onc request per houschold. One request per envelope. 


ticipate. Void where prohibited by law. No employees of CDM, Inc. of their 


Streaking happy 


These teams have not 
experienced defeat in quite a 
while. Oklahoma, incidental- 
ly, will be at least 20 months 
between losses, since its last 
defeat was to Mississippi in 


Streaking sad 


Here are programs that 
need a win so badly they can 
taste it. It tastes just like the 
dust left by the teams run- 
ning away from them lately. 

The losing streaks: 


the Independence Bowl on 12 Duke 
New Year's Eve 1999, 8 Baylor 
The winning streaks: 8 Kentucky 
12 Oklahoma 8 Louisiana-Monroe 
10 Miami 8 Wyoming 
8 Washington 5 Arizona 
7 Oregon State 5 Kent State 
7 Boise State 5 Memphis 
7 Toledo 4 Seven teams tied 
5 Wisconsin 
4 Four teams tied 


The Millionaires Club 


Athletic directors got busy after 
last season. They were busy with their scythes 
lopping off coaches’ heads, or busy with their 
pens signing their own coaches to lucrative 
extensions or breaking the bank to sign a new 
one. It's gotten to the point in college football 
that becoming a head coach in a major 
program is a rich-man poor-man proposition 
... they make you rich when they give you the .. 
job, then turn you into the poor guy who got “) 
fired too soon. 

On one side of it, more coaches are 
making more money than previously had 
been imaginable in the profession. At least 
18 coaches will be paid at least $1 million to , 
coach their programs this season. Another ( 
handful are within a spitwad of seven figures. ‘\" 

Just a couple of years ago, that number 
was limited to Florida’s Steve Spurrier and 
Florida State’s Bobby Bowden, but now 
nearly one-third of coaches in the 63 big- 
time programs (BCS conferences and Notre 
Dame) are in the club. Is that good or bad? 
Well, good for the coaches ... and for the 
people trying to establish player unions, who 
are well aware that $1 million is very close to a 
typical budget for the scholarships for all 85 players 
on the team. 


Here’s the Millionaire’s Club for 2001: 


Coach School Salary 
Steve Spurrier Florida $2.1M 
Bobby Bowden Florida St. $1.5M 
Barry Alvarez Wisconsin $1.5M 
Mack Brown Texas $1.45M 
Bob Stoops Oklahoma $1.4M 
Phil Fulmer Tennessee $1.3M 
Tommy Bowden Clemson $1.2M 
Nick Saban LSU $1.2M 
Tommy Tuberville Auburn $1.2M 
Pete Carroll USC $1.2M 
Dennis Franchione Alabama $1.1M 
George O'Leary Ga. Tech $1.1M 
Lou Holtz South Carolina $1.05M 
Frank Beamer Va. Tech $1.025M 
Dennis Erickson Oregon St. $1M 
Rick Neuheisel Washington $1M 
R.C. Slocum Texas A&M $1M 
Bill Snyder Kansas St. $1M 


The coaching changes 
On the flipside, more head coaching jobs 


underwent change after last season than at any time in the 
past 20 years. 

The 25 openings were created when 17 guys were 
dumped, three retired, and five left for better jobs. They were 
filled by 17 assistant coaches, seven who left other head 
coaching jobs — including one from the NFL (Al Groh) and 
one from Division I-AA (Jim Tressel) — and one former NFL 
coach who left the unemployment rolls (USC’s Pete Carroll). 


TEAM OUT IN 

Alabama Mike DuBose Dennis Franchione 
Arizona Dick Tomey John Mackovic 
Arizona State Bruce Snyder Dirk Koetter 

Boise State Dirk Koetter Dan Hawkins 


Bowling Green 
Buffalo 


Gary Blackney 
Craig Cirbus 


Urban Meyer 
Jim Hofher 


BYU LaVell Edwards Gary Crowton 
Georgia Jim Donnan Mark Richt 
Kentucky Hal Mumme Guy Morriss 
Maryland Ron Vanderlinden — Ralph Friedgen 
Memphis Rip Scherer Tommy West 
Miami Butch Davis Larry Coker 
Missouri Larry Smith Gary Pinkel 
North Carolina Carl Torbush John Bunting 
Ohio State John Cooper Jim Tressel 
Ohio University Jim Grobe Brian Knorr 
Oklahoma State Bob Simmons Les Miles 
Rutgers Terry Shea Greg Schiano 
San Jose State Dave Baldwin Fitz Hill 
Toledo Gary Pinkel Tom Amstutz 
TCU Dennis Franchione Gary Patterson 
USC Paul Hackett Pete Carroll 
Virginia George Welsh Al Groh 

Wake Forest Jim Caldwell Jim Grobe 
West Virginia Don Nehlen Rich Rodriguez 
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Lindy’s ‘hotseat ratin 


The good news for the profession is that these 
things tend to go in cycles, and we could see this coming 
since only 14 changes were made after the 1999 season. 

Next season figures to be another regrouping year for the 
athletic directors. After all, more than half of the Division I-A 
coaches (63 of 117) have had no more than two years on the 
job, and a few of the others have to be at least somewhat 
satisfied ... don’t they? 

Lindy’s editors gave a 1-5 point subjective “hotseat” 
rating to each coach, noting that 84 coaches should feel safe 
or very safe (unless they break rules or the like) at least until 
the beginning of the 2002 season. That leaves 21 falling into 
the “never know” category, with nine “better show improve- 
ment now” ... and only three heading into the season very 
much on the hotseat. 

Hey, it’s not like it’s news to them — each is in his fifth 
season looking to make a run at something resembling a 
winning season: 


California Tom Holmoe 15-29, 4 years 
Indiana Cam Cameron 13-31, 4 years 
Kansas Terry Allen 18-27, 4 years 


Especially lousy changes 

A couple of these guys “resigned,” but it’s fair to 
say that it wasn’t really their idea. They weren't involved in 
scandals, they weren’t known as jerks (OK, Larry Smith had his 
moments, but everyone knew he was well-meaning), and they 
are good for college football — especially Tomey, Cirbus and 
Simmons. 

This isn't to say that change wasn't the best course of 

action for the athletic director, but we'd be disappointed if the 


A.D. didn’t lose a few nights’ sleep. 


Arizona Dick Tomey (95-64-4, 14 yrs) 
No scandals, but no Rose Bowls, either. 


Arizona State Bruce Snyder (59-45, 9 yrs) 


Couldn't duplicate 1996 near-national title season. 
Bowling Green Gary Blackney (60-50-2, 10 yrs) 


Things had turned sour, but it’s Bowling Green! 
Buffalo Craig Cirbus (19-47, 6 yrs) 


Two years offers no chance for serious transition to Div. I-A. 
Missouri Larry Smith (33-46-1, 7 yrs) 


Expectations are always too high at Mizzou. 
North Carolina Carl Torbush (17-18, 3 yrs) 


His biggest sin was that he wasn’t Mack Brown. 


Oklahoma State Bob Simmons (30-38, 6 yrs) 


Could have had pick of jobs before Stoops got to OU. 
Wake Forest Jim Caldwell (26-63, 8 yrs) 


He finally got Demons to a bowl game in 1999. 


Especially good fits 
Everybody loves their new coach — always 
happens, always will (except maybe at Southern California, 
which has changed every 4-5 years for two decades). But 
three of these jobs seemed to hit a home run: They got just 


the right guy, who looks like an idyllic match for the program, 
university and even the region. 


BYU Gary Crowton (from Chicago) 
Former Cougar staffhand knows a thing or two about passing. 


Rutgers Greg Schiano (assistant at Miami) 


Great recruiter is more of a Jersey guy than Tony Soprano. 


Virginia Al Groh (from NY Jets) 
A dream match for an NFL head coach and his school. 


Running into histo 
Oregon State running back Ken Simonton can 


achieve a level of consistency only four players in major- 
college football have attained: Rushing for 1,000 yards or 
more in each of his four seasons of college football. He's 
increased his total in each of his three years, with 1,028, 
1,486 and 1,559, and needs 1,524 to reach the top five in 
NCAA history (5,597 yards), trailing only four Heisman Trophy 
winners. Also, he needs just six TDs to reach that top five — 
24 TDs to break Miami of Ohio’s“Touchdown Travis” Prentice’s 
career record of 74. 

Here's the quad-grand runners (with Simonton needing 
1,000 yards to join the club), and where they fit on the NCAA 
Division I-A career rushing list: 


Rk Player Team Years Yards TD 
1. Ron Dayne Wisconsin 1996-99 6397 43 
2. Tony Dorsett Pittsburgh 1973-76 6279 43 

16. Denvis Manns New Mexico State 1995-98 4692 23 

27. Amos Lawrence North Carolina 1977-80 4,391 28 

44. Ken Simonton Oregon State 1998- 


4,073 51 


PHOTO BY STEPHEN DUNN/ALLSPORT 


Ken Simonton 


6 Still chasing the Bear 
It was almost as though Bear Bryant was coaching 


against Joe Paterno last season when the venerable Penn State 
coach was about to pass Bryant as the coach with the most 
major-college victories ever. 

At this time last year, JoePa needed only six triumphs to 
reach Bryant’s record of 323, but he wound up with five. But 
just as it has become a foregone conclusion that Paterno will 
pass Bryant, so has it become clear that Florida State’s Bobby 
Bowden will pass Paterno. 


Check out the winning percentages among the three big ‘uns: 


NO. NAME YEARS W-L-T PCT. 
1. Bear Bryant 1945-82 323-85-17 780 

Joe Paterno 1966- 322-90-3 780 
3. Pop Warner 1895-1938 319-106-32 733 
4. Bobby Bowden 1959-62, 70- 315-87-4 781 
5. Amos Alonzo Stagg 1890-1946 314-199-35 -605 
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HEISMAN 
TROPHY 


Outstanding Player 

Downtown Athletic Club of New York 
1. Damien Anderson, rb, Northwestern 
2. Woody Dantzler, qb, Clemson 

3. Ken Dorsey, qb, Miami 

4. Antwaan Randle El, wr-qb-pr, Indiana 
5. Ken Simonton, rb, Oregon State 

6. Chris Simms, qb, Texas 

7. Eric Crouch, qb, Nebraska 

8. John Henderson, dt, Tennessee 

9. Rocky Calmus, Ib, Oklahoma 

10. Jason Thomas, qb, UNLV 


2000 winner: Chris Weinke, qb, Florida State 


BRONKO 
NAGURSKI 
AWARD 


Outstanding Defensive Player 
Charlotte TD Club/FWAA 

1. Rocky Calmus, lb, Oklahoma 

2. John Henderson, dt, Tennessee 

3. Julius Peppers, de, North Carolina 

4. Kalimba Edwards, Ib, South Carolina 
5. Lito Sheppard, db, Florida 


2000 winner: Dan Morgan, lb, Miami 


OUTLAND 
TROPHY 


Interior Lineman 

Football Writers Assn of America 
1. John Henderson, dt, Tennessee 
2. Bryant McKinnie, ot, Miami 

3. Wendell Bryant, dt, Wisconsin 
4. Toniu Fonoti, og, Nebraska 

5. Larry Tripplett, dt, Washington 


2000 winner: John Henderson, dt, Tennessee 


\ LOMBARDI 
AWARD 


Lineman/Linebacker 

Rotary Club of Houston 

1. Julius Peppers, de, North Carolina 
2. John Henderson, dt, Tennessee 

3. Rocky Calmus, lb, Oklahoma 

4. Wendell Bryant, dt, Wisconsin 

5. Toniu Fonoti, og, Nebraska 


2000 winner: Jamal Reynolds, de, Florida St. 


DAVEY 
O’BRIEN 
AWARD 


Quarterback 
Charitable Trust of Fort Worth 
1. Woody Dantzler, Clemson 


2. Ken Dorsey, Miami 

3. Joey Harrington, Oregon 

4. Zak Kustok, Northwestern 

5. Chris Simms, Texas 

2000 winner: Chris Weinke, Florida State 


DOAK 
WALKER 
AWARD 


Running back 

GTE/SMU Athletic Forum, Dallas 

1. Damien Anderson, Northwestern 

2. Ken Simonton, Oregon State 

3. DeShaun Foster, UCLA 

4. Lee Suggs, Virginia Tech 

5. T.J. Duckett, Michigan State 

2000 winner: LaDainian Tomlinson, TCU 


FRED 
BILETNIKOFF 
AWARD 


Wide receiver 

Quarterback Club of Tallahassee 
1. Antonio Bryant, Pittsburgh 

2. Jabar Gaffney, Florida 

3. Andre Davis, Virginia Tech 

4. Ron Johnson, Minnesota 

5. Josh Reed, LSU 


2000 winner: Antonio Bryant, Pittsburgh 


BUTKUS 
AWARD 


Linebacker 

Downtown Athletic Club of Orlando 
1. Rocky Calmus, Oklahoma 

2. Mario Haggan, Mississippi State 
3. Jashon Sykes, Colorado 

4. Trev Faulk, LSU 

5. Saleem Rasheed, Alabama 


2000 winner: Dan Morgan, Miami 


IM 
HORPE 
AWARD 


Defensive back 

Athletic Club of Oklahoma City 

1. Quentin Jammer, cb, Texas 

2. Lito Sheppard, cb, Florida 

3. Pig Prather, s, Mississippi State 

4. Edward Reed, s, Miami 

5. Dennis Weathersby, cb, Oregon State 
2000 winner: Jamar Fletcher, Wisconsin 
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CALL 


AL MOSS 
SPORTS 
SERVICE 


FOR 
WINNING 
FOOTBALL 
SELECTIONS 


Honest 
Competent 
Knowledgeable 
We've beat the game all 9 


years we've been open! 
(and that’s the truth) 


Our Rates 
$65 Weekly 
$500 For the Season 
First week of the season 
free to new callers 


(other discount packages 
are available) 


You must win 
(53%), or your 
subscription 
fee will be 
refunded entirely! 


Call 
AL MOSS 


(800) 711-8800 


After 9 a.m. 
(Pacific Time) 


For more information 
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cCOoOmM PUTER 


COLLEGE 


FOOTBALL 


IBM e PC 


THE MOST REALISTIC STRATEGY/SIMULATION 
COMPUTER GAMES ON THE MARKET TODAY! 


Didn't like the way last season went? 
Would you like to take on FSU and Oklahoma? 

Or, how about 92 Alabama against ‘62 Alabama or ‘72 
USC or even ‘24 Notre Dame with the “Four Horsemen”. 
Well...with 3 in 1 Football you can do just that and 
much, much more! 


With 3 in 1 Football you can play any of OVER 800 total 
teams. Both College & Pro. Virtually every one of the 
I-A and LAA teams from 2000 are included 
as well as the Pro teams from last year. The WFL, WLAF 
and USFL teams are also available. Many, many of the 
greatest College and Pro teams of all time are there, too. 
‘63 Navy, ‘67 USC, ‘71 Oklahoma, ‘45 Army 
and the list goes on and on. 


3 in 1 plays head to head, you vs. computer or computer 
vs. computer. It has an end of game scoring summary, full 
team and individual player stat breakdowns. Stats 
compiler, Standings and League Leaders, you can draft, 
trade or input your own players and teams from scratch. 


As you coach your favorite team to victory you'll be 
amazed at how realistic your QB’s, running backs, 
receivers and kickers perform! 


An extensive auto-scheduler is also included. The entire 
2000 college or Pro schedules can be played by hitting a 
few keystrokes. And if over 800 college and Pro teams 
still isn’t enough, there are many past seasons available. 


ADDITIONAL COLLEGE SEASONS DISKS 
1956-1999 
Pick any 5 seasons for $39.95 
ORDER TODAY! 
Mail check or money order for $39.95 each. 


You may call in and order with VISA or Master Card. 
Please add $4.00 for shipping and handling. 


For more information, call or write for a free brochure. 


1-800-477-7032 


Visit our Web Site at www.lhgames.com 


’ 
| eC ner oe 


P.O. BOX 100594 * NASHVILLE, TN 37224 
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THE 2002 NFL DRAFT 


Here’s our annual look to the future ... 2001 


college players with the brightest NFL futures 
heading into the 2002 NFL Draft 


NO. 


wedfyee)e SIE S282. SOP St 


PLAYER 

John Henderson 
Julius Peppers* 
Bryant McKinnie 
Kalimba Edwards 
Lito Sheppard* 
Larry Tripplett 
Mike Pearson* 
Jabar Gaffney 
Wendell Bryant 


. Antonio Bryant* 
. Jashon Sykes 


Chris Simms* 
Quentin Jammer 
Kelly Campbell 


. Alex Brown 


DeShaun Foster 


. Andre Davis 
. Cedric Cobbs* 
. TJ. Duckett 


Mario Haggan 
Greg Gathers* 
Ron Johnson 

Rocky Calmus 


. Joey Harrington 


Levar Fisher 
Ken Dorsey* 
Lee Suggs* 


. Jason Thomas* 


Saleem Rasheed* 
Edward Reed 


. James Allen 
. Toniu Fonoti* 
. Joaquin Gonzalez 


Ben Leber 
Kurt Kittner 


. Terrence Metcalf 


Maurice Morris 
Brett Williams* 

Robert Thomas 
Mike Rumph 


Dennis Weathersby* 
. Antwaan Randle El 


Mike Williams 
Kendall Simmons 
Melvin Paige 
Damien Anderson 
Robert Royal 

Pig Prather 
Napoleon Harris 
Brian Poli-Dixon 


“Underclassmen 


CB 
WR-KR 


TEAM 
Tennessee 
North Carolina 
Miami 

South Carolina 
Florida 
Washington 
Florida 

Florida 
Wisconsin 
Pittsburgh 
Colorado 
Texas 

Texas 

Georgia Tech 
Florida 

UCLA 

Virginia Tech 
Arkansas 
Michigan State 
Mississippi State 
Georgia Tech 
Minnesota 
Oklahoma 
Oregon 

N.C. State 
Miami 

Virginia Tech 
UNLV 
Alabama 
Miami 

Oregon State 
Nebraska 
Miami 

Kansas State 
Ilinois 

Ole Miss 
Oregon 

Florida State 
UCLA 

Miami 

Oregon State 
Indiana 

Texas 

Auburn 

South Carolina 
Northwestern 
LSU 
Mississippi State 
Northwestern 
UCLA 
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New Orleans Bowl 
New Orleans (Superdome) 


GMAC Mobile Alabama 


Mobile, Ala. (Ladd Peebles Stadium) 


Las Vegas 
Las Vegas (Sam Boyd Stadium) 


Mainstay/Independence 
Shreveport, La. (Independence) 


Galleryfurniture.com 
Houston (Reliant Astrodome) 


Music Cit 


y 
Nashville, Tenn. (Adelphia Coliseum) 


Culligan Holiday 
San Diego (Qualcomm Stadium) 


Crucial.com Humanitarian 
Boise, Idaho (Bronco Stadium) 


Motor City 
Detroit (Silverdome) 


Sylvania Alamo 
San Antonio (Alamodome) 


Insight.com 
Phoenix (Bank One Ballpark) 


San Francisco Jeep 
San Francisco (PacBell Park) 


Wells Fargo Sun 
El Paso, Texas (Sun Bowl) 


AXA/Equitable Liberty 
Memphis, Tenn. (Liberty Bowl) 


Chick-Fil-A Peach 
Atlanta (Georgia Dome) 


Silicon Valley Classic 
San Jose, Calif. (Spartan Stadium) 


Southwestern Bell Cotton 
Dallas (Cotton Bowl) 


Outback 
Tampa (Raymond James Stadium) 


Toyota Gator 
Jacksonville (Alltell Stadium) 


Capital One/Florida Citrus 
Orlando (Citrus Bowl) 


Tostitos Fiesta Bowl 
Tempe, Ariz. (Sun Devil Stadium) 


Nokia Sugar Bowl 
New Orleans (Superdome) 


Jeep Seattle 
Seattle (Safeco Field) 


FedEx Orange Bowl 
Miami (Pro Player) 


Rose Bowl 
Pasadena, Calif. (Rose Bowl) 


Dec. 18, 7 p.m. ET 
Sun Belt #1 vs. MWC #3 


Dec. 19, 8 p.m. ET 
C-USA #2 vs. MAC #1-2 


Dec. 20, 8 p.m. ET 
MWC #2 vs. Open 


Dec. 27, 8 p.m. ET 
SEC #6 vs. Big 12 #6 


Dec. 28, TBD 
C-USA #3 vs. Big 12 #7 


Dec. 28, 5 p.m. ET 
SEC #7 vs. Big East #4 


Dec. 28, 8:30 p.m. ET 
Pac-10 #2 vs. Big 12 #3 


Dec. 28 or Dec. 31 
WAC #2 vs. Open 


Dec. 29, noon 
MAC #1-2 vs. C-USA #4 


Dec. 29, 2:30 p.m. ET 
Big Ten #4 vs. Big 12 #4 


Dec. 29, 5 p.m. ET 
Big East #3 vs. Big 12 #5 


Dec. 30, 5 p.m. ET 
Pac-10 #4-5 vs. Big East #5 


Dec. 31, 2 p.m. ET 
Pac-10 #3 vs. Big Ten #5 


Dec. 31, 4 p.m. ET 
C-USA champ vs. MWC champ 


Dec. 31, 7:30 p.m. ET 
ACC #3 vs. SEC #5 


Dec. 31, TBA 
WAC champ vs. Open 


Jan. 1, 11 a.m. 
SEC #4 vs. Big 12 #2 


Jan. 1, 11 a.m. 
SEC #3 vs. Big Ten #3 


Jan. 1, 12:30 p.m. ET 
Big East #2 vs. ACC #2 


Jan. 1, 1 p.m. ET 
SEC #2 vs. Big Ten #2 


Jan. 1,5 p.m. ET 
Big 12 champ vs. Pac-10 champ 


Jan. 1, 8:30 p.m. ET 
SEC champ vs. BCS open 


Jan. 2, 5 p.m. ET 
Pac-10 #4-5 vs. ACC #4 


Jan. 2, 8:30 p.m. ET 


ACC or Big ae sone vs. BCS open 


Jan. 3, 8 p.m. 
BCS #1 vs. BCS. #2 


Last year: 2001 is first year 
Lindy's pick: Middle Tennessee vs. UNLV 


Last year: Southern Miss 28, TCU 21 
Lindy's pick: East Carolina vs. Marshall 


Last year: UNLV 31, Arkansas 14 
Lindy's pick: BYU vs. Southern Cal 


Last year: Miss. St. 43, Texas A&M 41 
Lindy's pick: Arkansas vs. Texas Tech 


Last year: East Carolina 40, Texas Tech 27 
Lindy's pick: Southern Miss vs. Ole Miss 


Last year: West Virginia 49, Ole Miss 38 
Lindy's pick: South Carolina vs. Pittsburgh 


Last year: Oregon 35, Texas 30 
Lindy's pick: Washington vs. Kansas State 


Last year: Boise State 38, UTEP 23 
Lindy's pick: Rice vs. Washington State 


Last year: Marshall 25, Cincinnati 14 
Lindy's pick: Toledo vs. Cincinnati 


Last year: Nebraska 66, Northwestern 17 
Lindy's pick: Ohio State vs. Texas A&M 


Last year: lowa State 37, Pittsburgh 29 
Lindy's pick: Virginia Tech vs. Colorado 


Last year: Boston College 31, Arizona St. 17 
Lindy's pick: Stanford vs. Syracuse 


Last year: Wisconsin 21, UCLA 20 
Lindy's pick: Oregon vs. Purdue 


Last year: Colorado State 22, Louisville 17 
Lindy's pick: Louisville vs. Colorado State 


Last year: LSU 28, Georgia Tech 14 
Lindy's pick: Clemson vs. Mississippi St. 
Last year: Air Force 37, Fresno State 34 
Lindy's pick: Fresno State vs. Illinois 


Last year: Kansas State 35, Tennessee 21 
Lindy's pick: LSU vs. Nebraska 


Last year: South Carolina 24, Ohio State 7 
Lindy's pick: Georgia vs. Wisconsin 


Last year: Virginia Tech 41, Clemson 20 
Lindy's pick: Notre Dame vs. Georgia Tech 


Last year: Michigan 31, Auburn 28 
Lindy's pick: Alabama vs. Michigan 


Last year: Oregon State 41, Notre Dame 9 
Lindy's pick: Texas vs. UCLA 


Last year: Miami 37, Florida 20 
Lindy's pick: Tennessee vs. Oklahoma 


Last year: Georgia 37, Virginia 14 
Lindy's pick: Oregon State vs. N.C. State 


Last year: Oklahoma13, Florida State 2 
Lindy's pick: Florida State vs. Northwestern 


Last year: Washington 34, Purdue 24 
Lindy's pick: Florida vs. Miami 


Notes: Notre Dame is included as part of Big East bowl pool (other than the league's BCS spot) * SEC order of picks are arranged by geography and 
other factors, not strictly by picking order * Most bowls have options with conferences beyond strict order of standings * The Micronpc.com Bowl is 
not included; it went into the summer still trying to gain NCAA certification. 
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coach for just a couple of hours — long enough for the nation 

to raise its collective eyebrow and ask, “Jim Tressel? Who's 
Jim Tressel?” — when he went recruiting. 

These weren't prospective players Tressel was wooing, but 
a capacity crowd attending OSU's Big Ten basketball game with 
Indiana ... and the statewide television audience tuned in to hear 
his first words to the populace upon becoming the surprise 
choice to succeed John Cooper. 

Poised, confident and apparently at ease in front of 18,500 
scarlet-and-gray loyalists at halftime of the game, Tressel 
absorbed what might well be his only boo-free ovation ever in 
Columbus. 

He played the hushed Value City Arena audience like a 
Stradivarius. 

“| can assure you that you'll be proud of our young people in 
the classroom, in the community and, most especially, in 310 
days in Ann Arbor, Michi ...” 

Thunderous applause drowned whatever else Tressel wanted 
to say, for no message is more melodious to Ohio State fans than 
ill-intentioned plans for their archrival. 

Of course, it’s one thing to promise success and quite 
another to deliver on such guarantees, as Tressel knows all too 
well when reminded of his debut address and the raves it 
received. 

“Now all we have to do,” he says, “is make a first down.” 

That awareness of the necessity to both say and do the right 
things to quicken the heartbeat of OSU's fans and administration 
allowed the 48-year-old Tressel to come from back in the pack 
and emerge as the heir to a legacy that includes Paul Brown and 
Woody Hayes. 

Ohio State flirted with Oklahoma's Bob Stoops and the Oak- 
land Raiders’ Jon Gruden. 

It made a run at Oregon's Mike Bellotti and Stanford's Tyrone 
Willingham. 

It considered Minnesota’s Glen Mason, longtime OSU assis- 
tant Fred Pagac, and even former Buckeyes’ All-American Chris 
Spielman. 

But it hired Tressel, a guy who has never been a head coach 
above the Division I-AA level after winning four national champi- 
onships and going 135-57-2 in 15 seasons at Youngstown State. 

OSU president William Kirwan and athletic director Andy 
Geiger chose Tressel from a field that took them nearly three weeks 
to narrow after they fired Cooper following the Buckeyes’ 24-7 loss 
to 17-point underdog South Carolina in the Outback Bowl. 

That defeat lowered Cooper to 3-8 in bowls and combined 
with his 2-1 1-1 record against Michigan to make the 13-year 
Buckeyes coach 5-19-1 in the two games OSU uses to gauge its 
success. 

That isn't what got Cooper canned, as much as what Geiger 
labeled “an absence of discipline or self-discipline, in terms of the 
behavior of players on and off the football field and a concern 
about competitiveness and competitive spirit in the program.” 

Tressel charmed Ohio State's brass with a no-nonsense repu- 
tation about such shenanigans and his big-picture awareness 
from serving as both Youngstown State’s football coach and ath- 
letic director. 

But what really sold both Geiger and Kirwan was Tressel’s 
missionary zeal for conducting a football program with the same 
in-house attitude as bedtime at The Waltons. 

“This is better than winning the Ohio Lottery, because when 
you win the Ohio Lottery, all you get is money,” Tressel said. 


J: Tressel had been on the job as Ohio State's head football 


“Il get a whole new family. | get a whole new challenge. | get a 
whole new opportunity to impact positively — if | do it right —a 
whole new population.” 

Tressel so frequently equates football with family values and 
so regularly links winning with self-sacrifice that he sometimes 
sounds more like a candidate than a coach. 

Just listen to this from his debut press conference: 

“When you're at a place like Ohio State that’s so visible as an 
outstanding institution and so visible as an outstanding football 
program, it gives even more responsibility — not just to this 
state, but to the country and the world.” 

The world? Corny though that sentiment might sound, it 
formed the foundation for Tressel’s program at Youngstown 
State, one he began building after spending three seasons as 
Ohio State’s quarterback coach under Earle Bruce from 1983 to 
‘85. 

The offensive line coach on that staff was Mason, who many 
thought would realize his career-long, oft-stated dream to coach 
the Buckeyes after leading Minnesota to a 29-17 win over then- 
No. 6 OSU at Ohio Stadium last season. 

“| think Tressel brings a lot to the table,” said Bruce, now a 
radio analyst for the Ohio State games. “I have to say I'm a little 
disappointed for Glen. Who earned the job more than Glen 
Mason?” 

The Tressel-Mason dynamic introduces an interesting ele- 
ment to Ohio State's trip to the Metrodome on Nov. 3. For his 
part, Mason says, “Jim Tressel’s a good coach — | wish him all 
the luck in the world. That’s my school. | hope they win every 
game except one — the game they play against us every year.” 

Tressel’s biggest concern right now isn’t the Gophers, nor is it 
away games at UCLA, Penn State, Michigan State or Michigan. 

It's the Buckeyes’ Sept. 8 opener against Akron, which used 
to be his chief rival at Youngstown State. 

Getting off to anything other than a rousing start would feed 
the notion that Ohio State settled for a small-time coach with ide- 
alized views that worked wonders on a lower level, but won't cut 
it in Division I-A. 

Cooper, after all, was carried off the field and lauded after his 
first game at Ohio State in 1988, only to be heckled mercilessly 
the following week when the Buckeyes lost at Pittsburgh. 

But if the fickle nature of OSU's fans scares him, Tressel’s fear 
isn’t showing. 

“lL understand there are going to be moments that aren't 
comfortable,” he said. “We were the kings of Youngstown, just 
like anyone is the king of Huntington when they win at Marshall, 
or the king of Ann Arbor when you win at Michigan or the king of 
Columbus when you win at Ohio State. 

“But if your self-worth is based on what people think about 
you, then you're going to struggle.” 

Geiger takes the same view of critics who point to his hiring 
of Mark Duffner at Maryland in 1992 as proof the Ohio State AD 
didn’t learn his lesson about elevating head coaches from Divi- 
sion I-AA. 

Duffner was 60-5-1 in six seasons at Holy Cross and won 
National Coach of the Year honors three times. 

Duffner’s struggles at Maryland helped plunge the athletic 
department further into debt, a scenario OSU cannot afford given 
the $1.9 million buyout it paid Cooper and the $1 million it paid 
last year to cover an operating deficit at its four-year-old basket- 
ball arena. 

“Measure the man, not the level, necessarily,” Geiger said. “I 
don’t think the game is that different in concept. His total pro- 
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DOUG PENSINGER/ALLSPORT 


Two 
ords on 


im 
Tressel’ 


Fridge: 


gram at Youngstown State was very, very impressive and exactly 
the type of thing we want to apply here.” 

Ohio State isn’t the first school that tried to lure Tressel out of 
Youngstown. 

Miami was set to hire him in 1995 when Dennis Erickson left 
for the Seattle Seahawks, believing Tressel’s disciplined approach 
was just the tonic for a program torn by a Pell Grant scandal and 
impending NCAA sanctions. 

Tressel pulled out of the running at the last minute because of 
a family situation and was set to finish his career in Youngstown, 
where he won the last of his national championships in 1997. 

The Penguins finished second in the nation in 1999 and were 
eliminated in the first round of the I-AA playoffs last season, fin- 
ishing 9-3. 

Hmmm ... 9-3 ... Bruce posted six straight seasons with that 
record, and was eventually run out of town. In Cooper's last six 
seasons, the Buckeyes averaged 9.5 victories. 

Cooper, however was unable to direct OSU to its first 
national championship since 1968 because of his woeful record 


Michigan 


BY BRUCE 


HOOLEY 


against Michigan. The Buckeyes lost conference championships 
or Rose Bowl berths directly because of losses to the Wolverines 
in 1989, 1993, 1995 and 1997. 

Growing up an Ohio State fan in Berea, a suburb of Cleve- 
land, and having coached for three years at OSU in the early ‘80s, 
Tressel knows the high expectations that await him in his new 
job. 

“Something we've said to our players for 15 years, and we'll 
say it here, is: ‘You get as your work deserves,”” Tressel said. 
“We are going to have to work for everything. We are going to 
have to understand that. 

“There will be moments when we do things well and that will 
be recognized. There also will be moments when we don’t do 
things well and that too will be recognized. 

“Whatever it is we deserve, that is probably what is going to 
happen — whether that is comfortable or not. It would be pre- 
sumptuous to say there’s not going to be pressure. But we're all 
trained for something. I’m looking forward to seeing how good 
my training is.” 
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Wilf Bartholomew 


BY BILL SORRELL 


Seldom has a dare made Will Bartholomew think he’s in over 
his head. 

When challenged by his family to jump into an icy swimming 
pool while it was snowing, Bartholomew took the plunge. 

“| realized | had gained weight when the diving board 
snapped in half. (The board was frozen). | did a back buster. They 
made fun of me,” said Bartholomew. “I’m pretty terrible.” 

Bartholomew likes to beat the odds. “I have a motto: “Always 
do what you're afraid of.’ Not in the stupid sense. Don’t go throw 
yourself off a 200-foot (tall) building. But if it strikes fear in you, 
try to do it.” 

Before Bartholomew, a senior fullback and one of five team 
captains, became one of Tennessee's most versatile offensive 
threats, he faced a broken ankle and second string. Both were 
new experiences. 

He had been the Tennessee Class AAA Athlete of the Year in 
1997 and was All-State in football, wrestling and track. 

After recovering from the ankle injury his freshman season, 
he had to battle Shawn Bryson, now the Buffalo Bills’ starting tail- 
back, at fullback. “He became the man for two years,” said 
Bartholomew, who began to lose his passion to play. “I was just 
consumed with getting through football.” 

In May, 1999 that changed. He married Shelly Moore, Miss 
Teen USA of 1997. “After we married, Christ changed my life. 
Marriage was a huge turning point for me. Shelly made me real- 
ize what a great opportunity | had. God had given me talents and 
abilities.” 

With Bartholomew's ability to run, block, catch and provide 
pass protection, Tennessee coach Phillip Fulmer is proud to have 
him. 

“Will brings great leadership, not only vocally, but by action 
as well,” said Fulmer. 

Fred Weary, a senior offensive guard who is also a captain, 
said that Bartholomew's passion, work ethic and enthusiasm are 
contagious. “His influence carries over to every one of us. Every- 
thing he does is a great example.” 

One of Bartholomew's goals is to continue as a spiritual 
example. “The guys look to me for spiritual leadership. They ask 
me a lot of questions and open their lives up to me. | share Christ 
with a lot of guys on the team.” 

Said Fulmer, “Will is a dedicated Christian. He has become 
the focal point of the spiritual part of our team. We have other 
fine Christian young men, but none are more vocal than Will 
Bartholomew. 

“A Christian background can help any one of us in our daily 
lives and in our professional lives. To say that a football player 
can't be a tough guy and also be a really nice guy is wrong. Will 
has done that.” 

Although Bartholomew became a Christian when he was nine 
years old, he did not fully commit his life to Christ until his high 
school senior year. 

“| realized that | had put so many things, girls, football, popu- 


70 Linby’s FooTeaLt ANNUALS 


+ Faith 


larity, in front of God,” he said. “I realized | wasn’t serving Him 
first. | realized that living for Christ is a daily commitment.” 

Bartholomew, who has been president of Tennessee’s FCA 
chapter, studies his Bible and prays daily. He and Shelly speak to 
youth groups. Both have taught Sunday school. 

He stresses the importance of putting God above all. “My 
basic message is that in high school | lacked a passion for God. 
| describe that passion as loving something more than yourself,” 
he said. 

“You need to put yourself aside and give it all to God. You 
will be blessed because you are living in His will. | wouldn’t be 
here without Him. | wouldn't be married to the woman | am. 
She's a great minister for God.” 

Along with his wife, Bartholomew gets inspiration from his 
family. His father (Sam) and mother (Vicki) are spiritual role mod- 
els. “My father has a steadfast relationship with Christ. He is very 
consistent in his faith.” 

He also has a brother, Bo Bartholomew, who is studying at 
Dallas Theological Seminary. “He never drank. He was never into 
the party scene. He led the way.” 

Bartholomew also has faith that the Vols rebound from an 8-4 
record last year. 

“My attitude is to take care of my business, then try to 
encourage my teammates,” he said. We have to have the goal to 
win every game. If you go into a game without expecting to win, 
you came for the wrong reasons.” 

The NFL is also a goal. But no goal is bigger than proclaiming 
his life verse, Philippians 1:20: “I will no way be ashamed, but 
will have sufficient courage, so 
that now as always Christ will 
be exalted in my body, 
whether by life or by 
death.” 

“Jesus means in 
essence salvation, grace 
and mercy. | never want 
to lack courage,” said 
Bartholomew. 

Still, he said that he 
has never listened to bad 
advice. “] take things as a chal- 
lenge. I'm a firm believer in doing 
the impossible ... but | haven't 
jumped off any more frozen diving 
boards.” 


Bill Sorrell is a pastor and free- 
lance writer in the Memphis area. 
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OREGON 
Leading cheers for the Quack Attack 
is team captain Amber Harshbarger, 
a junior business major from 
Springfield, Oregon, who enjoys 
weight training, horseback riding 
and camping. 


PHOTO BY STEVE BEYER 


AUBURN 
Wendy Willis, an Auburn 
senior with majors in finance 
and marketing, enjoys snow 
skiing and does volunteer 
work with the Humane 
Society. 


PHOTO BY STEVE BEYER 


KENTUCKY 


Native Kentuckian Rachel 
Brown, a sophomore commu- 
nications major, is active in 
the Fellowship of Christian 
Athletes, and is a member of 
the Wildcats’ 2001 national 
champion squad. 

PHOTO BY TOMASSO DEROSA/TDSI 


TEXAS TECH 
Junior advertising major Andrea 
Richards, an honors student who enjoys 
dancing and traveling, has been a mem- 
ber of the Texas Tech pom squad. 

PHOTO BY RON KOVACH 


COLORADO 


Colorado freshman Margot Gage, a psy- 
chology major, made her way to Boulder 
from another Big 12 city — hometown 


Austin, Texas. 
PHOTO BY JOHN BIEVER/ICON SMI 


uCLA 

Brunette sophomore 

Alexa Zanolli, 

a UCLA political SS Se 

science major and j 

Honors Program { - 
"4 


student, is an 
avid college 
football and 


basketball fan. 
PHOTO BY STEVE BEYER 


ALABAMA 


Homecoming attendant Holly 
Johnson, a senior from nearby 
Birmingham, is majoring in Human 
Nutrition and Hospitality 


Management. 
PHOTO BY R.D. MOORE 


TENNESSEE 


Honor student Angie 
Briggs, a Volunteer State 
native who enjoys run- 
ning and snow skiing, is 
a junior nursing major at 


Tennessee. 
PHOTO BY STEVE BEYER 


WEST VIRGINIA 
Morgantown native 
Carrie Marshall, a 
sophomore majoring 
in pre-pharmacy, 
stayed at home 
to cheer for the 


Mountaineers. 
PHOTO BY STEVE BEYER 


CLEMSON 
Sports marketing major Jennifer Seago, 
a three-year Clemson cheerleader, TEXAS 
competes nationally in stunt com- 
petition and coaches high school 


cheerleading. 
PHOTO BY STEVE BEYER 


“Hook ’Em Horns” 
comes naturally for 
the Lone Star State’s 
own Brandi 
Gamble, a 
sophomore 
journalism 
major who 


Uvalde. 
» PHOTO BY 
. DOUG HOLLEMAN 


OHIO STATE 
Jennifer Barr, a senior English 
major from Dublin, Ohio, didn’t 
have far to travel to cheer in 
The Horseshoe for the 
Buckeyes. 


PHOTO BY STEVE BEYER 


US? FIGHTING IRISH 


Husker nation reigning with 
Aesy awaits. There will be more 
red than at a Communist Party 
convention, more racket than at an 
Eminem concert. 
The din will shake the dew off each 


leaf of grass. The Nebraska defense will 


look mad enough to tear limbs off ballcar- 
riers like they were ears of corn off the 
stalk. The national championship already 
will be on the line, and Labor Day left- 
overs will still be in the fridge. 

This is the big-time college football 
atmosphere they promise Notre Dame 
men when they are still altar boys. 

This is the type of theater that culled 
Rice and Montana and Hornung, et al, into 
college football's biggest box-office names. 

This is the environment coach Bob 
Davie’s Irish will face the evening of 
Sept. 8, whether they're ready for prime 
time or not, during their season opener at 
Nebraska. 

A season opener at Nebraska. This is 
like starting dinner with a bowl of battery 
acid, even for Notre Dame. Especially for 
this Notre Dame team, which Davie has 
called his most talented heading into his 


GOAN: Bob Davie — At Notre Dame and 
Overall: 30-19, 4 years 

RETURNING STARTERS: 15; 7 offense 
6 defense, kicker, punter 

PLAYERS TO WATCH: C Jeff Faine, 
QB Matt LoVecchio, FL David Givens, 
SE Arnaz Battle, DE Grant Irons, 
DE Tony Weaver 

PRIMAQY STRENGTL: Defensive line led 
by Irons and Weaver could dominate. The 
Irish retooled defensively last season and 
another year with Davie calling the signals 


fifth season in South Bend. 

But even Davie knows that unless the 
Irish keep their heads, as even the best 
teams in college football have learned in 
Lincoln, they just might get their gold hel- 
mets knocked into a nearby wheat field. 

Memorial Stadium is no place to 


Quarterback Decision Looms; Tough Schedule Awaits 


introduce a new quarterback like Carlyle 
Holiday or Jared Clark to major college 
football, no matter how talented they 
seem. Not when the Huskers are liable to 
turn every “how-do-you-do?” into a 
“where-am-l?” Not when you have a guy 
who's more steady but less spectacular, 
Matt LoVecchio, with eight starts already 
on his resume. 

So when in doubt, and when in Lin- 
coln, Davie figures to choose experience 
over experiment. Every college football 
coach would do the same. 

Right, Beano? 

Whaddya think, Lee? 

That's the right instinct, isn’t it, Ara? 

Or is it? 

Did you see the way Holiday runs the 
option, a conflicted Davie has asked 
aloud, or the way Holiday performs when 
he’s flushed out of the pocket? 

And have you noticed how Clark 


FIGHTING IRISH 


may help keep opponents out of the end 
zone even more consistently. Pass rush is key. 
POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: Can the Irish 
run the ball when it matters? Davie also 
must decide quickly whether LoVecchio 


is his starter or just Keeping the seat warm fF 


for hotshot redshirts Carlyle Holiday or 
Jared Clark. 

OWERWIEW: A killer schedule and 
uncertainty at quarterback and defensive 
secondary could turn what was thought 
to be a promising season into one 
with inconsistency. 


releases the ball with as much effort as it 
takes to wave to his mom, Davie adds, or 
the way Clark moves as comfortably and 
confidently around the pocket as if he 
stitched it himself? 

The sophomores’ talent, rated by 
Davie above LoVecchio's, tempts Davie. 


Teases him. Ultimately, it will test him like 
no other dilemma this season. 

What Davie ultimately opts to do at 
quarterback looms as the biggest decision 
of the fall, and he cannot waste much time 
making it, not with three of the first four 
Irish games on the road against bow! 
teams Nebraska, Purdue and Texas A&M. 

Sticking with LoVecchio, the returning 
starter who had a surmountable edge in 
the spring, likely would preserve the team 
chemistry that Davie credits with Notre 
Dame’s turnaround 9-3 season in 2000. 
But keeping Holiday and/or Clark on the 
sideline, Davie also fears, might be limiting 
a team that he believes possesses enough 
potential to make a run at the national title. 

“Obviously, you think about going to 
Lincoln, Nebraska, going to College Sta- 
tion, you like the idea that you've got a 
quarterback that’s been in a game,” Davie 
said. 

“Now, if those other two quarterbacks 
play better than Matt, how much better are 
they? That’s the decision we have to make. 
They're going to have to be a lot better to 
overtake his experience factor. Are they 
capable of doing that? Sure, they are. 
They're both very talented players. 

“It's the combination of where 
(LoVecchio’s) been, where he’s played, 
and who we play early that gives him the 
advantage. The other two guys will have 
to play much better to be the starting 
quarterback early in the year. But it’s 


JUNIOR TAILBACK JULIUS JONES MISSED 
SPRING PRACTICE FOR DISCIPLINARY 
REASONS, BUT WAS THE IRISH’S LEADING 
RUSHER LAST SEASON WITH 657 YARDS. 
PHOTO BY JOHN WILUAMSON 


76 Linby’s FOOTBALL ANNUALS 


2001 


Name / Posmon Size HOMETOWN HiGH ScHoot / CoueGE 
BEIDATSCH, Brian DL 6-4, 265 Milwaukee, WI Marquette 

Two-year starter @ Played defensive end and offensive guard @ As a senior, had 100 tackles and 15 | 
sacks. | 


BOLEN, Lionel CB 6-1, 185 Westhampton, NJ Rancocas Valley | 
Played comerback and option quarterback as a senior # Had 50 tackles and four interceptions # Had 
900 yards passing and eight touchdowns @ Had 800 yards rushing and six touchdowns # Ran three kick- 
offs back for touchdowns @ Starting guard on basketball team. 


BURRELL, Quentin S 6-1, 185 Decatur, GA Southwest DeKalb 
SuperPrep rated No. 25 player in Georgia # Honorable mention All-State # As a senior, had 90 tackles, 
seven interceptions and 13 passes broken up Had nine interceptions as a junior. 


CAMPBELL, Carlos WR 61,190 Hampton, VA Hampton 
Twortime All-State at defensive back in 2000 and receiver in 1999 @ Two-way starter # Played quarter- 
back as a senior @ As a junior, had 31 receptions for 812 yards and 12 touchdowns @ Had 15 intercep- | 
tions in final two seasons @ Had 75 career receptions for 1,800 yards and 20 touchdowns, 


ELLICK, Dwight CB 5-11, 170 Tampa, FL Wharton 
Asa senior, had 70 tackles, four interceptions and 16 passes broken up @ Had 500 yards receiving and 
six touchdowns at wide receiver # New York 100-meter champion as a junior. 


| GRANT, Ryon RB 6-1, 198 Nyock, NY Don Bosco Prep | 
| CNNSI.com ranked No. 43 player nationally # USA Today New Jersey Player of the Year # Had 1,963 

| yards rushing and 26 touchdowns as a senior # Had 61 tackles and seven interceptions Member of 
basketball team @ Sprinter for track feam, 


HOYTE, Brandon ILB 6-0, 219 Parlin, NJ Sayreville War Memorial | 
As a senior, had 90 tackles, including 25 for loss @ Had 145 tackles and seven sacks as a junior # Also | 
started at quarterback in 1999 and 2000, leading team to state championship game # Four-year starter, 


JONES, Cory RB 6-2, 215 Seattle, WA Kennedy 

SuperPrep ranked No. 3 player in Washington @ Hod 1,441 yards rushing and 25 touchdowns as a 
senior @ Had 20 receptions for 454 yards and six touchdowns @ Returned two interceptions for touch- 
downs Averaged 18 points per game for basketball team # Standout third baseman for baseball team. 


| LEVOIR, Mork TE 67,310 Eden Prairie, MN Eden Prairie 

| Parade All-American USA Today All-American # Rated No. 27 player nationally by Chicago Sun-Times 

| @ Asa senior, helped team to 13-0 record and state championship @ Had 16 receptions for 189 yards 
and four touchdowns @ Had 156 pancake blocks. 


OTREDAME*RECRUITING 


HicH ScHoot / Coulce 


Name / Position Size HOMETOWN 


MAYS, Corey ILB 6-1, 234 Chicago, IL Morgan Park 

USA Today second-feam All-American @ Ranked No. 54 player nationally by Chicago Sun-Times @ Had 
144 tackles and five sacks as a senior @ Had 179 yards rushing on 20 carries # As a junior, had 14 
sacks, 10 tackles for loss, three fumbles recovered and two fumbles caused. 


MITCHELL, Darin OL 6-4, 285 Jonesboro, GA Lovejoy 
PrepStar All-American Rated No. 21 player in Georgia by SuperPrep @ All-State # All-Region # 
Helped team to state playoffs @ Played linebacker on defense. 


POWERS-NEAL Rashon OLB 6-3, 215 St. Paul, MN Cretin-Derham 

All-State at running back and linebacker Helped team to state championship game @ As a senior, had 
2,000 yards rushing, including 300 yards on 12 carries in one game @ Scored 37 touchdowns Had 
961 yards rushing and 22 touchdowns as a junior. 


ROOT, Matt TE 6-6, 225 Tallahassee, FL Florida Christian 
SuperPrep ranked No, 29 player in Florida @ Orlando Sentinel rated No. 78 player in Florida Had 17 
receptions for 271 yards and two touchdowns as a senior @ Also played defensive end. 


SHELTON, Matt WR 61,170 Collierville, TN Collierville High School 
Asa senior, had 258 yards rushing and three touchdowns on 39 carries, despite knee injury that cut sea- 
son in half # Had 17 tackles and two fumbles recovered @ Had 1,212 all-purpose yards as a junior # 
Averaged 39 yards per return on kickoffs with three touchdowns. 


| STEVENSON, DonOl 65, 300 Barrington, IL Barrington 
| Parade All-American @ Ranked No. 95 player nationally by Chicago Sun-Times # Made 63 ey 
| blocks as a senior Played volleyball for wo years. 


THOMPSON, Jeff DL 6-5, 265 Granger Penn 

All-State @ Helped team to state championship @ As a senior, had 48 solo tackles, 44 assists, 16 tackles 
for loss, two interceptions and three sacks # Had 80 tackles, including 20 for loss, and four sacks as a | 
junior. 


TUCK, Justin OL 65, 215 Kellyton, AL Central Coosa County 
SuperPrep rated No, 15 player in Alabama @ All-State @ Had 167 tackles, nine sacks, eight fumbles | 
recovered, seven fumbles coused and two interceptions as a senior @ Had 19 receptions for 324 yards 
ond four touchdowns as tight end, 


WILSON, Marcus RB 5-11, 180 Stoten Island, NY Poly Prep 
SuperPrep ranked No. 10 player in New York @ As a senior, had 1,712 yards rushing and 25 touch: 
downs @ Rushed for 387 yards in one game @ Had 70 tackles and six interceptions at free safety. 
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RESULTS 


INDIVIDUAL STATS 


SCHEDULE 


| (9-3) | > PASSING Sept. 8 atNebraska | 
| | Att Comp Yarps Pcr TD Int 
24 Texas A&M 10 LoVecchio 73-980 58.4 11 Sept. 15 at Purdue | 
| 24 Nebraska 27 19224-46322 op b x 
RUSHING Sept. Michigan State 
23 Purdue 21 Vunecn ava? 
2) Michigan State 27 Jones 162 657 4) 56 7 Sept. 29 at Texas A&M 
Fisher 132 607 4.6 49 6 
20 — Stanford 14 Howard 75 424 57 +80 + +4) ‘| Oct. 6 Pittsburgh 
45 N 14 LoVecchio 72 3004.2 ~—35 2 
ayy RECEIVING Oct. 13 West Virginia 
42 West Virginia 28 Avc 
ifornia 
AeTAIZEDS a pararee ce a a Oct. 20 Southern Califo 
|Getherall 17 Oe OE | 
28 Boston College 16 | Hunter ja eee, 97) ABs 8 Oct. 27 at Boston College 
Fisher 12 106 8.8 36 3 
| 45 Rutgers 17 DEFENSIVE LEADERS Nov. 3 Tennessee 
38 Southern California 21 Tacktes: Denman 84; Driver 65; Boiman 58; Legree 50. Nov. 17 Na 
Fi ta B I INTERCEPTIONS: Israel 3; Driver 2; Walton 2; Weaver 2 g MA 
lesta Bow | QB Sacks: Weaver 8; Roberts 5; Denman 5; Scott 4.5, 
? A] Tack.es For Loss: Denman 14; Weaver 13; Boiman 8. Noy. 24 at Stanford 


Oregon State 
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THE POTENTIAL OF ENDS ANTHONY WEAVER (ABOVE) AND GRANT 
IRONS REMINDS SOME OF ROSS BROWNER AND WILLIE FRY. 
PHOTO BY JOHN WILLIAMSON 


a long season, and all three of them have long careers here, so 
that can change. It all depends on performance.” 

If Davie were to allow himself a moment to reflect on all this, 
and he resists reflection like a vampire, he might find the irony 
quite amusing. A year ago at this time, asking who the best 
Notre Dame quarterback was and how close the Irish really were 
to a national title seemed ludicrous. At that time, Arnaz Battle 
had stepped forward as the unquestioned team leader at quarter- 
back and Notre Dame had settled on the national radar as a dis- 
appointing has-been coming off a 5-7 1999 season. 

Funny how a few breaks can change everything; in this 
case, the left navicular bone in Battle’s wrist. 

He broke it to end his season in the second game of the 
year against Nebraska, which opened the door for LoVecchio’s 
unlikely emergence. The Irish won seven of the eight games 
LoVecchio started as Battle became a wide receiver. 

The secret? Sure, LoVecchio made a difference making good 
enough decisions that Notre Dame committed an NCAA-record— 
low eight turnovers all season. But execution on the field might 
not have had as much to do with Notre Dame's nine victories as 
elocution in the locker room, and Davie worries about his team 
duplicating that personality as much as he worries about any 
position area heading into this season. 

Last season, naturally charismatic players like cornerback 


Brock Williams and guard Mike Gandy possessed the gift for gab 
every locker room needs. This year, through the all-important off- 
season, Notre Dame’s leaders have yet to emerge. 

As difficult as it may be determining who lead the Irish in 
spirit, it’s just as hard predicting who will lead the team in carries. 

Junior tailback Julius Jones, coming off a disappointing sopho- 
more season, missed spring practice for disciplinary reasons. Senior 
tailback Tony Fisher, the most durable runner on the team, is com- 
ing off shoulder surgery. That gave classmate Terrance Howard, 

a slashing cutback runner, a brief chance to show Davie just how 
dangerous he can be. All three probably will share the load, with 
Fisher most likely to get called upon to gain the toughest yards. 

They will run behind an offensive line that lost both its guards 
(Gandy and Jim Jones). Replacing them will be Sean Mahan and 
Casey Robin, joined up front by tackles Jordan Black and Kurt Vollers 
and All-American caliber center Jeff Faine. Not that the group lacks 
motivation, but if they need any they can look at one another and 
say “17” — the number of rushing yards the Irish gained in the Fiesta 
Bowl against a smaller, quicker Oregon State team. 

“We cannot get in situations like we got into in the Fiesta 
Bowl where we couldn't run the football,” Davie said. “We have 
to run the ball.” 

Which means whomever Davie settles on at quarterback must 
throw it enough to keep the linebackers guessing. 

“It’s impossible to throw the ball nine times a game or 10 
times a game and be efficient running the ball unless you’re just 
flat better than the opponents you're playing, if you’re not wish- 
bone, and we're not going to be,” Davie said. “To run the ball, 
you understand the fact we have to throw the ball more effi- 
ciently. It adds balance to our offense.” 

That was the notion behind switching Battle to receiver. The 
senior, seeing three young quarterbacks on the roster, asked to be 
switched when his wrist finally healed in December and Davie 
nearly drooled thinking about his plans for Battle. Battle might run 
as many reverses as down-and-outs, he may return kicks and 
punts, or he might be just a decoy. Doesn’t matter. It beats hold- 
ing a clipboard. 

“| just feel there's a lot of excitement, a lot of juice,” said Bat- 
tle, whom Davie also hinted might take snaps at quarterback dur- 
ing short-yardage plays. 

Battle will share time with big-play threats Javin Hunter and 
David Givens, giving the Irish as much speed at the position as 


they have had in years. 
In fact, Davie dis- THE BEST AND 
THE BRIGHTEST 


puted the notion that 
Oregon State's domi- 
nation of his team in 
the Fiesta Bowl 
exploited Notre 
Dame's glaring lack of 
team speed. 

He pointed out 
that in the winter 
before the 1998 sea- 
son, the Irish had three 
players who ran the 
40-yard dash under 4.5 seconds. Last winter, there were 14 play- 
ers under 4.5. 

“You stand there at that Fiesta Bowl, the way that game 
unraveled. | think that’s fair for people to say that (about team 
speed),” Davie said. “I was also standing there the game before 
in the Los Angeles Coliseum against a team (USC) that through- 


Most Valuable Player 


DE Grant Irons 
Emerging Star 
QB Matt LoVecchio 
Top Newcomer 
RB Ryan Grant 
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No. NAME 

82 Bernard Akoty 

3 Amoz Bottle 

9 JosonBeckstrom 
37 Dovid Bemenderfer 
2% Gorron ible 
78 Jordan Black 

30. Rocky Boimon 

4B Kyle Budinscak 
Darrell Compbell 
64 Jeffrey Compbel 

1 Jered Clk 
81 Jerome Collins 


34 Vontez Duff 

28 Donold Dykes 

19 Glenn Earl 

16 Abram Elam 

52 Jeff Foine 

12. Tomy Fisher 

31 Dwayne Francis 

37 Albert Gembora 

48. Jeeothan Gentine 

83 Josh Gentine 
67 RyonGills 
~ 6 Dovid Givens 
4 Gay Godsey 
4] Mike Gookby 
53 Jason Hahorson 
51 Tyreo Harrison 
83 Brendon Hort 
17° Joey Hildbold 
50 Cedric Hilliard 

7. Carlyle Holiday 
32 Terrance Howard 


Pos, Class 
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. HOMETOWN 


Logos, Nigeria 
Shreveport, LA 
Tuba, OK 
Mishawaka, IN 
Kingwood, TK 
Rowlet, TX 
Cincinnati, OH 
Bridgewater, NJ 
South Holland, ik 
Kolomazoo, Ml 
Sarasoto, FL 
Warrerville, OH 
Prospect Pork, NJ 
Edina, MN 

Sealy, TX 

Poli: Beoch, FL 
Wetroo, NY 
Foxt Wayne 
Copperas Cove, TX 
Hommond, LA 
Lisle, 

Riviera Beach, Fl 
Sonford, FL 
Eudid, OH 
Houston, TX 
Fairfax, VA 
Plymouth, WI 
Phymouh, Wi 
Fawn loke, VA 
Humble, TX 
Tomeo, FL 

Joliet, IL 
Burnsville, MN 
Sulphur Springs, TX 
Birmingham, Ml 
Centreville, VA 
Arlington, TX 

Son Antonio, TX 
Woliegboro, NI 
Orchard Lake, Ml 
The Woodlands, TX 
Lawnside, NJ 
Brendon, FL 
Dolls, TX 

Dols, TX 

Big Stone Gop, VA 


JW Jordon 
Mike Klockner 
Dovid Kowalski 
Matt Kroeger 
Ryon Keger 
Cole Loux 

Tom Lopienski 
Matt LoVeechio 
Sean Mahon 
Chris Mohoney 
Mike McNair 
Dovid Miller 
Sean Milligon 
Mark Mitchell 
Jim Molinaro 
Gerald Morgan 
Jason Murray 
Eric Nelson 
Don Novakov 
Ed O'Connell 
Tim O'Nel 
John Owens 
Billy Polmer 
Geog Pady 


Carlos Pierre-Antoine 


Ryon Roberts 
Casey Robin 
Ronnie Rodomer 
Pot Ryon 
Gerome Sopp 
Jason Sopp 
Matt Sor 
Ryon Scorola 
Nick Setta 
Billy Smell 
Justin Smith 
John Teasdale 
Justin Thomas 
Adom Tibble 
Kurt Vollers 

_ Shane Walton 
Courtney Wotson 
Anthony Weaver 
Andy Wisne 
Cheis Yura 


IRISH SPRING ROSTER 
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2001 PROJECTED DEPTH CHART 


Wr. HOMETOWN 
269 Brooklyn, NY 
155 Newark, OH 
228 — Chicago, Ik 

169 — South Bend 

178 South Bend 

210 Mishawaka 

236 Hudson, OH 

194 Froniklin Lokes, NJ 
20 Tusa, OK 

265 Westford, MA 
237 Ivine, CA 

196 Granger 

286 — Norcross, GA 
220 Memphis, IN 
270 Bethlehem, PA 
261 — Mesquite, TX 

256 — Belle Vernon, PA 
225 Von Nuys, CA 
220 Dallas, x 

207) Ock Lown, i 
170 Troy, 

260 Bowie, MD 

249 Wyniree Hecthrow, FL 
27) ~— Woukesha, WI 
260 Everett, WA 

254 — Lawnside, NJ 
312 Covington, LA 
210 — Morgantown, WV 
231 Bidings, MT 

213 Howston, TX 

229 Bridgeport, CT 
201 lide, 

310 Export, PA 

169 Lockport, fl 

200 Westislip, NY 
197 St Petersburg, FL 
305 Konios City, MO 
243 = Spencer, OK 

201 Nortville, MI 
37) Whittier, CA 

186 SonDiego, CA 
73 Serosota, FL 

276 —Serctoga Spgs, NY 
279 ~~ Tulsa, OK 

202 Morgantown, WV 


SPRING UPDATE 


ead coach Bob Davie hired 

three new assistant coaches — 

Joker Phillips (receivers), 
David Lockwood (secondary) and Bill 
Sheridan (outside linebackers). Phillips 
comes from Minnesota, Lockwood from 
West Virginia and Sheridan from Michi- 
gan State. Ironically, Sheridan was on the 
defensive staff benefiting from Notre 
Dame’s biggest defensive lapse of last sea- 
son that led to the Spartans’ last-minute 
68-yard TD pass to beat the Irish, 27-21. 

Junior kicker Nick Setta, who runs a 
4.4 40-yard dash, ran a leg on Notre 
Dame’s 1,600-meter relay team that fin- 
ished fourth at the Big East Indoor Cham- 
pionships. Now if he could only get a leg 
up on the competition for his position 
once and for all. 

Last year, Setta hit 44 of 45 PATs 
and eight of 14 field goals. “I think Nick 
did a good job,” coach Bob Davie said. 
“But I'd be the first one to tell Nick he 
didn't do a great job, so the job's open.” 

Senior David Miller will challenge 
Setta — again. 

¢ Converted quarterback Arnaz Bat- 
tle, adjusting to his new role as wide 
receiver, expects to take over for the 
graduated Joey Getherall as Notre 
Dame’s big-play threat on punt and kick- 
off returns. 

¢ The Irish has agreed to play Mary- 
land in the season-opening 2002 Kickoff 
Classic in East Rutherford, N.J. 

¢ Looking for a surprise on offense 
and defense for Notre Dame last spring? 
How about senior fullback Mike McNair 
on offense. McNair, called a “freak of 
nature,” coming out of high school never 
has lived up to expectations but flashed 
signs of consistency in the spring. 

On defense, converted wide receiver 
Jerome Collins made a big — and loud — 
impression at outside linebacker filling in 
while injured Rocky Boiman rested. 


QB Matt LoVecchio, So*/Carlyle Holiday, So LE Tony Weaver, Sr*/ Kyle Budinscak, So Collins quickly developed q reputation as 
FB Tom Lopienski, Sr*/ Jason Murray, Sr NG Cedric Hilliard, Jr/ Andy Wisne, Sr | one of the unit s hardest hitters. 5 
TB Julius Jones, Jr*/Tony Fisher, Sr DT Darrell Campbell, Jr/ Greg Pauly, So ‘Tm just aching to hit somebody, 
WR Javin Hunter, Sr/ Omar Jenkins, So | RE Grant Irons, Sr/ Ryan Roberts, Sr* Collins said. 
WR David Givens, Sr/ Amaz Battle, Sr OLB Rocky Boiman, Sr*/ Jerome Collins, So * The Boston College-Notre Dame 
“TE John Owens, Sr/ Gary Godsey, Jr \B Courtney Watson, Jr/ Mike Goolsby, So rivalry just got more interesting: Boston 
iT Jordan Black, Sr*/ Brennan Curtin, Jr rps Tyreo Harrison, Sr*/ Carlos Pierre-Antoine, Sr College A.D. Gene DeFilippo’s son, 
LG Sean Mahan, Sr/ Ryan Gillis, Jr cB Vontez Duff, So/ Preston Jackson, So John, joined Bob Davie’s staff as a gradu- 
‘C— Jeff Faine, Jr*/ JW Jordan, Sr CB Shane Wallon, Sr*/ Cliff Jefferson, Sr | ate assistant. Gene DeFilippo, of course, 
RG Casey Robin, Sr/ Sean Milligan, Jr FS Glenn Earl, Jr/ Donald Dykes, Sr | coached Davie at Youngstown State 
RT Kurt Vollers, Sr*/ Brennan Curtin, Jr SS RonIIsrael, Sr*/ Gerome Sapp, Jr where he advised him to get into the 
~K Nick Setta,Jr*/David Miller, St = ss*s*é‘YSsd|SPS dry Hildbold, Jr*/ Nick Setta Jr coaching profession. 
| | 
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Irish Hope LoVecchio Is The Real Deal 


ne day you're the next Joe Mon- 
O tana. Twenty-four hours later, 
you're the next ... Rusty Lisch? 

So who is the real Matt LoVecchio: The 
unassuming Notre Dame freshman with ice 
pellets in his veins who saved last season by 
winning seven straight starts? 

Or the timid teen-ager with the deer-in- 
the-headlights look hose shakiness on 
Jan. 1 helped make the Fiesta Bowl a 
fiasco? 

“Part of becoming successful is to get 
your butt kicked a little bit,” Notre Dame 
coach Bob Davie said. 

“Certainly we did in the Fiesta Bowl 
(a 41-9 rout by Oregon State). That’s got to 
be worth something.” 

Perhaps one day. But that loss, in which 
Oregon State’s blitzes harassed LoVecchio 
into more interceptions (two) than he had 
thrown all season, loosened his lock on the 
No. 1 quarterback position. 

Davie let fellow sophomores Jared Clark 
and Carlyle Holiday compete for the job this 
spring. LoVecchio still hol a slight edge 
with the season-opener at Nebraska on 
Sept. 8, but he isn’t tattooing “Starting QB” 
on his right shoulder. 


out history is known for having an awful 
lot of speed. We played pretty good there 
to win our ninth game. 

“Obviously, you never have enough 
speed. | should say you always want more 
speed. But we’ve made a lot of strides. 

I do think without a doubt we do have 
enough team speed.” 

Notre Dame will need it on defense to 
replace Williams, the cornerback who 
opted to skip his fifth season. That opened 
the door for sophomore Vontez Duff, who 
will get tested so often this season he 
should carry a No. 2 pencil in his sock. 
Duff joins returning starter Shane Walton 
at cornerback and veterans Ron Israel 
(strong) and Air Force game hero Glenn 
Earl (free) at safety. 

Davie also is looking for an inside line- 
backer to replace MVP Anthony Denman 
alongside returning starter Tyreo Harrison, 
one of the team’s most improved players 
in '00. Candidates include Courtney Wat- 
son and Mike Goolsby, and don’t count 
out freshman Corey Mays. 

Up front, the Irish face fewer questions. 


2001 


“Competition is good,” LoVecchio said. 

“If | get beaten out, | would take that as a 
sign I’ve got to improve.” 

Adds Davie: “It depends on how the other 
quarterbacks perform. The advantage Matt 
has is that he’s played in high-profile 
games.” 

He started eight of them, in fact, after 
taking over for the ineffective Gary God- 
sey midway through the fourth game 
against Michigan State. LoVecchio turned 
a season that looked cursed after starter 
Arnaz Battle was injured against 
Nebraska into one good enough to earn 
Davie a five-year contract extension. 

In posting the best passing efficiency 
numbers at Notre Dame in 10 years 
(73 of 125, 980 yards, 11 TDs, 3 int.), 
LoVecchio reminded many of another 
Irish quarterback with pinpoint accuracy. 
One national magazine even felt 
impressed enou 4 to put him on its “Heis- 
man Hopefuls” Ist for this year. 

“| think | am getting better,” LoVecchio 
said. “I’m learning things. I’m putting on 
weight, and I’m trying not to think ott 
everything too much. Otherwise, it might 
be overwhelming.” 4 


The potential of ends Anthony Weaver and 
Grant Irons remind some graybeards on 
campus of Ross Browner and Willie Fry. 
They will get so much attention from offen- 
sive lines that outside linebacker Rocky 


S DIFFICULT AS 

IT MAY BE 

DETERMINING 
WHO WILL LEAD THE IRISH 


IN SPIRIT, IT’S JUST AS 
HARD PREDICTING WHO 
WILL LEAD THE TEAM 

IN CARRIES. 


Boiman just might wreak enough havoc to 
earn a few All-American votes. 

Inside, Darrell Campbell and Andy 
Wisne anchor a unit longer on depth than 
experience. 


MATT LOVECCHIO POSTED 
THE BEST PASSING EFFICIENCY 
NUMBERS AT NOTRE DAME IN 10 YEARS 
(73 OF 125, 980 YARDS, 11 TDS, 3 INT). 
PHOTO BY TOM PIDGEON/ALLSPORT 


If this unit indeed becomes the best 
defense Davie has coached at Notre Dame, 
which he prophesied as early as last Decem- 
ber before the Fiesta Bowl, it might require 
the same take-no-prisoners scheming the 
Irish utilized in ‘00. Of course, that might 
mean Davie calling the defensive signals 
again, a job he took over in a subtle yet sig- 
nificant coaching move last year. 

That chemistry that Davie talked so 
often about was due in no small part to 
one of the most visible head coaches in 
America making himself one of the most 
involved, too. If Davie were any more 
hands-on during Saturday afternoons, his 
fingers would have left smudges on the 
gold helmets. 

“| kind of enjoy doing it,” Davie said of 
calling the defenses himself. “I think we're 
pretty comfortable with the mechanics of 
it. | would imagine | would continue to.” 

To Davie, an old defensive coordina- 
tor, it just feels right. 

Now if he could only feel as comfort- 
able about choosing a quarterback. 

— David Haugh 
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National Schedules 


1-800-HOLIDAY 


ACC 


CLEMSON 


Sept. 22 
Sept. 29 
Oct. 6 
Oct, 13 
Oct. 20 
Nov, 27 
Nov, 3 
Nov. 17 


Central Florida 
Wolford 

Duke 

Virginia 

at Georgia Tech 
at North Carolina State 
North Corolina 
at Wake Forest 
Florida Stote 

at Maryland 

at South Caroline 


Florida State 
at Rice 
at Clemson 
Northwestern 
at Virginia 
Georgia Tech 
Wake Forest 

‘at Maryland 
Vanderbilt 

North Caroline Stote 
‘ot North Carolina 


FLORIDA STATE 


ot Duke 
Alobama-Birmingham 
Georgia Tech 
ot North Carolina 
Wake Forest 
Miami 
at Virginia 

ind 
at Clemson 
North Carolina State 
ot Florida 


GEORGIA TECH 


Aug. 26 
Sept. 1 
Sept. 8 
Sept. 15 


Sept. 29 
Od. 6 
Oc. 11 
Oct. 20 
Nov, | 
Nov. 10 
Nov. 17 
Nov, 24 


* Kickoff Classic, east Rutherford, NJ 


Syracuse” 

ie Citadel 
at Navy 
ot Florida State 
Clemson 
at Duke 
Maryland 
North Corolina Stote 
North Caroline 
at Virginia 
at Wake Forest 
Georgia 


MARYLAND 


Sept. 1 
Sept. 8 
Sept. 15 
ot 22 


Od 
Oct. 20 
Od, 27 
Nov. 3 
Nov. 10 
Nov. 17 


North Carolina 
Eastern Michigan 
West Virginia 

at Woke Forest 
Virginia 

at Georgia Tech 
Duke 

at Floride State 
Troy State 
Clemson 

at North Carolina State 


NORTH CAROLINA STATE 


Sept, | 
Sept. 8 
Sept. 22 
Sept. 29 
Oct, 6 
Oct, 11 
Oct. 20 
Nov, 27 
Nov. 3 
Nov. 10 
Nov. 17 


Ohio 

Indiana 

at Southern Methodist 
North Carolina 
at Wake Forest 
Clemson 

at Georgia Tech 
Virginia 

ot Duke 

ot Florida State 
Maryland 


NORTH CAROLINA 


at Oklahoma* 

at Maryland 

at Texas 

Southern Methodist 
Florida State 

at North Corolina Stote 
Eas! Carolina 


Oct. 
Oct, 
Nov, 
Nov. 
Nov, 


*Hispanic College Fund Classic, Norman, 
Okla. 


13 
20 

1 
10 
17 


Virginia 

at Clemson 

at Georgia Tech 
Wake Forest 
Duke 


VIRGINIA 


Nov. 


*Eddie Robinson Classic, Madison, Wis. 


He) 


17 


at Wisconsin® 
Richmond 

Penn State 

at Clemson 

Duke 

ot Maryland 

at North Carolina 
Florida State 

at North Carolina Stote 
Wake Forest 
Georgia Tech 
Virginia Tech 


WAKE FOREST 


Sept. 
Sept. 
Sept. 
Sept. 


Sept 
Oct 
Oct 
Oct. 
Nov 
ye 


1 
8 
15 
22 
29 
6 
13 
27 
3 
Ue 


at East Carolina 
Applachian St. 
Norther Illinois 
Maryland 

at Florida State 
North Carolina State 
at Duke 

Clemson 

at Virginia 

at North Carolina 
7 Georgia Tech 


BIG EAST EAST 


BOSTON COLLEGE 


Sept. | West Virginia 
Sept. 8 at Stanford 
Sept. 22 at Navy 

Sept. 29 Army 

Oct. 6 Temple 

Oct, 13 at Virginia Tech 
Oct, 20 Pittsburgh 

Oct. 27 Notre Dome 
Nov, 10 Miami (Fl) 

Nov. 17 ot Rulgers 

Noy, 24 at Syracuse 
Ler ee (FL) 

Sept. ot Penn Sicte 
Sept, } Rutgers 

Sept. 15 Washington 
Sept. 27 at Pittsburgh 
Oct. 6 Troy State 

Oct. 13 at Florida State 
Oct. 25 West Virginia 
Nov. 3 Temple 

Nov. 10 at Boston College 
Nov. 17 Syracuse 

Dec. 1 Virginia Tech 
Ronen eae 

Sept. East Tennessee State 
Sept. 3 South Florida 
Sept, 15 UAB 

Sept. 27 Miami |Fl) 

Oct. 6 at Notre Dome 
Oct. 13 Syracuse 

Oct. 20 at Boston College 
Oct. 27 at Temple 

Nov. 3 Virginia Tech 
Nov. 10 at Ruigers 

Nov. 24 at West Virginia 
RUTGERS 

Aug. 30 ct Buffalo 

Sept. 8 of Miami (Fl) 
Sept. 15 California 

Sept. 22 Virginio Tech 
Sept. 29 Connecticut 
Oct. 6 Syracuse 

Oct. 13 at Temple 

Oct. 20 Navy 

Nov. 3. of West Virginia 
Nov. 10 Pittsburgh 

Nov. 17 Boston College 


SYRACUSE 


Nov. 


24 


Georgia Tech* 
at Tennessee 
Central Florida 
East Carolina 
Auburn 

at Rutgers 

at Pittsburgh 
Temple 

at Virginia Tech 
West Virginia 
at Miami (Fl) 
Boston Coll 


*Kickolf Classic, East Rul iat NJ 


Navy 

Toledo 
Connecticut 

at Bowling Green 
at Boston College 
Rutgers 

Gt Syracuse 
Pittsburgh 

ot Miomi (FL) 
Virginia Tech 

at West Virginia 


yore TECH 


Sept 


Sept. 


Sept. 
Sept. 
Oct. 
Oct. 
Oct 


Noy. 
Nov. 


Nov. 
Dec. 


é 
22 
29 

6 
13 
27 

3 
10 
7 

i 


Connecticut 
Western Michigan 
ot Rutgers 
Central Florida 
at West Virginia 
Boston College 
Syracuse 

at Pittsburgh 

at Temple 

at Virginio 
Miami (Fl 


WEST VIRGINIA 


at Boston College 
Ohio 

at Maryland 
Kent 

Virginia Tech 
ot Notre Dome 
at Miami (Fl) 
Rutgers 

at Syracuse 
Temple 

4 Pittsburgh 


BIG TEN TEN 


ILLINOIS 


Sept. 
Sept. 
Sept. 


Sept. 
Oct 
Oct, 
Oct, 


Nov. 
Nov. 


Nov. 


Nov. 


1 
8 
15 
22 
6 
13 
20 
3 
10 
17 
22 


ot California 
Norhern Illinois 
Louisville 

at Michigon 
Minnesota 

ot Indiana 
Wisconsin 

ot Purdue 
Penn State 

at Ohio Stote 
Northwestern 


INDIANA 


Sept. 


Sept 


Sept. 
Sept. 


Oct, 
Oct. 


8 
15 
22 
29 

6 
13 


. 20 


3 


. 10 
av 
. 24 


at North Carolina State 
Kentucky 

Utah 

Ohio State 

at Wisconsin 
Illinois 

at lowa 
Northwestern 

at Michigan State 
at Penn State 
Purdue 


Kent 

Miami (OH) 

ot lowa State 
Penn State 

ot Purdue 

at Michigan State 
Indiana 
Michigan 

at Wisconsin 

ot Northwestern 
Minnesota 


Cite ah 


Sept. 


Sept. 
Sept, 


Sept 
Oct 
Oct 
Oct 


Nov. 


Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov, 


8 
15 
22 

6 
13 
27 

3 
10 
17 
24 


Miami (CH 

at Washington 
Western Michigan 
Minois 

at Penn State 
Purdue 

at lowa 

at Michigan State 
Minnesota 

at Wisconsin 
Ohio State 


MICHIGAN STATE 


Sept. 


Sept. 
Sept. 
Sept. 


Oct. 


8 
15 
22 
29 
13 


Central Michigan 
Missouri 

at Notre Dame 
at Northwestern 
lowa 


Oct. 20 at Minnesota 
Oct, 27 at Wisconsin 
Nov. 3 Michigan 
Nov. 10 Indiana 
Nov. 17 at Purdue 
Nov. 24 Penn State 


MINNESOTA 

Sept. 1 at Toledo 
Sept. 8 Lovisionolofayette 
Sept. 15 Baylor 

Sept. 29 Purdue 

Oct. 6 atlllinois 

Oct. 13 at Northwestern 
Oct, 20 Michigan State 
Nov, 3 Ohio State 
Nov. 10 at Michigan 
Nov. 17  atlowa 

Nov. 24 Wisconsin 


Sept. 7 at Nevadolos Vegas 
Sept. 15 Navy 

Sept. 22 at Duke 

Sept. 29 Michigan State 
Oct, 6 at Ohio State 
Oct. 13 Minnesota 

Oct. 20 Penn State 

Oct, 27 at Purdue 

Nov. 3 aot Indiana 
Nov. 10 lowa 

Nov. 22 at lilinois 


OHIO STATE 

Sept. 8 Akron 
Sept. 15 San Diego Stote 
Sept. 22 ot UCLA 
Sept. 29 at Indiono 
Oct. 6 Northwestern 
Oct. 13 Wisconsin 
Oct. 27 at Penn Stote 
Nov. 3 at Minnesota 
Nov. 10 Purdue 

Nov. 17° Illinois 
Nov. 24 at Michigan 


PENN STATE 

Sept. | Miami(Fl) 
Sept. 13. at Virginio 

Sept. 22 Wisconsin 

Sept. 29 at lowa 

Oct. 6 Michigan 

Oct. 20 at Northwestern 
Oct. 27 Ohio State 
Nov. 3 Southern Mississippi 
Nov. 10. atlllinois 

Nov. 27  Indiono 

Nov, 24 at Michigan State 


PURDUE 

Sept. 2 at Cincinnati 
Sept. 15 Notre Dome 

Sept. 22 Akron 

Sept. 29 at Minnesota 
Oct, 6 lowa 

Oct, 13° at Michigan 

Oct, 27 Northwestern 
Nov. 3. Illinois 

Nov. 10 at Ohio State 
Nov. 17 Michigan State 
Nov, 24 at Indiana 


WISCONSIN 

Aug. 25 hy inia* 

Sept. 1 regon 
Sept. 8 pace State 
Sept. 15 Western Kentucky 
Sept. 22 at Penn State 
Oct. 6 Indiana 

Oct. 13 at Ohio Stole 
Oct. 20. atlllinois 

Oct. 27 Michigon State 
Nov. 3 lowa 

Nov. 17 Michigan 
Nov. 24 at Minnesota 


*Eddie Robinson Classic, Madison, Wis. 


BIG XIl 


BAYLOR 

Sept. 8 Arkansas State 
Sept. 15 at Minnesota 
Sept. 22 New Mexico 
Sept. 29 at lowa State 
Oct. 6 atTexas A&M 
Oct. 13 Nebraska 
Oct, 20 at Oklahoma 
Oct. 27 Texas Tech 
Nov. 3 Texas 

Nov. 10 at Missouri 
Nov. 17 Oklahoma Stete 


COLORADO 

Aug. 25 Fresno Stote* 

Sept. 1 Colorado State 
Sept. 8 San Jose State 

Sept. 15 at Washington State 
Sept. 22 Kansas 

Oct. 6 atKansas State 
Oct. 13 Texas A&M 

Oct, 20 at Texas 

Oct. 27 at Oklahoma State 


Nov. 3 Missouri 

Nov. 10. at lowa State 

Nov. 24 Nebroska 

*Jim Thorpe Classic, Boulder, Colo. 


IOWA STATE 

Sept. 8 Northern lowo 
Sept. 15 lowa 

Sep. 22 at Ohio 

Sept. 29 Baylor 

Oct, 6 atNebraska 
Oct, 13 at Missouri 
Oct, 20 Oklahoma State 
Oct. 27 at Texas A&M 
Nov. 3 Kansas Stote 
Nov. 10 Colorado 
Nov, 17 at Kansos 


KANSAS 

Sept. 1 Southwest Missouri 
Sept. 8 UCLA 

Sept. 15 Wyoming 
Sept. 22 at Colorado 
Oct. 6 at Texas Tech 
Oct. 13 Oklahoma 
Oct. 20 Missouri 

Oct, 27  atKansas State 
Nov, 3 Nebraska 
Nov, 10 at Texas 

Nov. 17 lows State 


KANSAS STATE 

Sept. 8 at Southern California 
Sept. 15 Louisiana Tech 
Sept. 22 New Mexico State 
Sept. 29 at Oklahoma 

Oct, 6 Colorado 

Oct. 13 at Texas Tech 

Oct, 20 Texas A&M 

Oct, 27 Kansas 

Nov. 3 at lowo State 

Nov. 10 at Nebraska 

Nov. 17 Missouri 


ng 

Sept. Bowling Green 
Sept. 8 Southwest Texas 
Sept. 15 at Michigan State 
Sept. 29 Nebroska 

Oct. 6 at Oklehoma State 
Oct. 13 lows State 

Oct, 20 at Kansas 

Oct. 27 Texas 

Noy. 3 atColorado 

Nov. 10 Baylor 

Nov. 17 at Kansas State 


NEBRASKA 

Aug. 25  Texos Christian* 
Sept. 1 Troy State 

Sept. 8 Notre Dame 
Sept. 15° Rice 

Sept. 29 at Missouri 
Oct, 6 lowa State 
Oct, 13 at Baylor 

Oct. 20 Texos Tech 
Oct, 27 Oklohoma 
Nov. 3 atKansas 
Nov. 10 Kansas Stote 
Nov. 23 at Colorado 
*Pigskin Classic, Lincoln, Neb, 


OKLAHOMA 

Aug A North Corolino* 
Sept, at Air Force 
Sept, 3 North Texas 
Sept. 15 at Tulsa 

Sept. 29 Kansas State 
Oct, 6 Texas** 

Oct, 13 at Kansas 

Oct, 20 Baylor 

Oct. 27 at Nebroska 
Nov, 10 Texas A&M 
Nov. 17 at Texas Tech 
Nov, 24 Oklahoma State 
* Hispanic College Fund Classic, Norman, 
Okla, 

**Dallas 


OKLAHOMA STATE 
Sept. 1 at Southern Mississippi 
Sept. 8 Lovisiana Tech 
Sept. 15 Northern Arizona 
Sept. 22 at Texas A&M 
Oct, 6 Missouri 

Oct. 13° Texas 

Oct. 20 at lows State 
Od. 27 Colorado 

Nov, 10 Texas Tech 
Nov. 17 ot Baylor 

Noy. 24 ot Oklahoma 


TEXAS A&M 

Sept. 1 McNeese State 
Sept. 8 at Wyoming 
Sept. 22 Oklahoma State 
Sept, 29 Notre Dame 
Oct. 6 Baylor 

Oct, 13 at Colorado 
Oct. 20 at Kansas State 
Oct. 27 lowa State 


For reservations: 1-800-HOLIDAY or www.holiday-inn.com 


ee 


YOUR TICKET TO 


ra r . a "* 
MARCHIMADNESS 


Get a Jump on 
March Madness® 2002 
with Holiday Inn® Hotels 


This is no hoop dream! Hundreds of 
Priority Club® members redeemed points 
for March Madness? tickets in 2001! 


YOU could get in the game in 2002! Here's how: 


© Join Priority Club® Worldwide 
It's free & easy! 


© Stay at Holiday Inn hotels 
You'll earn Priority Club points with every stay! 


¢ Save your Priority Club points and redeem 
them for March Madness tickets in 2002. 


Join Priority Club at any Holiday Inn hotel or 
visit www. holiday-inn.com/ncaa. 
It’s free and easy! 
For reservations call 1-800-HOLIDAY. 


Get started today at: 
holiday-inn.com/ncaa 


1-800-HOLIDAY 


Guests with hearing impairments, 
please call 1-800-238-5544 [ITY only). 


*“Your Ticket to March Madness” program open to United States residents, 21 years or older. There is no purchase necessary for eligible Priority Club® members to redeem their Priority Club points for 
any NCAA Package Award. NCAA Package Awards will be in limited supply and available only on a first-come, firstserved basis and only on designated dates. For complete program rules and terms and 
conditions visit www.holiday-inn.com/ncaa. For complete Priority Club® Worldwide program terms and conditions, visit www.priorityclub.com or call the Priority Club Service Center at 1-800-272-9273. 
©2001 Bass Hotels & Resorts, Inc. All rights reserved. Most hotels are independently owned and/or operated. 
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23 at Arizono Stote 


8 San Diego State 
15 at UCLA 
22 at Stantord 
29 San Jose State 
6 Lovisicnolofayette 
13 at Southern Californic 
20 Oregon State 


. 27 Washington 


3 ot Oregon 
10 Washington State 
23° Arizona 


1 Illinois 
8 BYU 
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29 Washington 
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1 Ball State 

8 Mississippi 
15. atlovisiana State 
22 at Syracuse 
29 at Vanderbilt 

6 Mississippi State 
13. Florida 
20. Lovisiona Tech 
27 at Arkansas 
10 at Georgia 
17 Alabama 


1 Marshall 
8 Lovisiona-Monroe 
15 Tennessee 
22 ot Kentucky 
29 Mississippi State 
6 at lovisiona State 
13 at Auburn 
27 Georgia* 
3 Vanderbilt 
10 at South Carolina 
17 Florida State 


* Jacksonville, Flo 


Sept, 
Sept. 
Sept 
Sept 
Oct, 
Oct, 
Oct, 
Oct, 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 


1 Arkansas State 
8 South Carolina 
15 Houston 
29 Arkansas 
6 ot Tennessee 
13. at Vanderbilt 
20 Kentuck 
27 at Florida" 
10 Auburn 
17 ot Mississippi 
24 at Georgia Tech 


"Jacksonville, Fla 


1 Lovisville 

8 Ball Siete 
15 at Indianc 
22. Florida 
39 Mississippi 

6 at South Corolina 
13 Louisiana State 
20 at Georgia 

3 at Mississippi State 
10 at Vanderbilt 
17 Tennessee 


1 Tulane 
8 Utah Stote 
15 Auburn 
22 at Tennessee 
29 Florida 
6 at Kentucky 
13 at Mississippi State 
20 Mississippi 
3 at Alabama 
10 Middle Tennessee State 
24 Arkansas 


1 Memphis 
15 Brigham Young 
22 South Carolina 
29 at Florida 

6 at Auburn 
13 Troy State 


Lovisiana State 
Kentucky 

at Alabama 

at Arkansas 
Mississippi 


Murray State 

at Auburn 
Vonderbilt 

at Kentucky 

ot Arkansas State 
Alabama 

Middle Tennessee State 
at Lovisiona State 
Arkansas 

Georgio 

at Mississippi State 


Boise State 

at Georgia 
Bowling Green 
at Mississippi Stote 
Alaboma 
Kentucky 

at Arkansas 
Vonderbilt 

at Tennessee 
Florida 
Clemson 


Syracuse 

ot Arkansas 

at Florida 
Lovisiona State 
Georgia 

at Alabama 
South Carolina 
at Notre Dame 
Memphis 

at Kentucky 
Vanderbilt 


Middle Tennessee State 
Alcboma 

at Mississippi 
Richmond 
Auburn 

Georgia 

at South Carolina 
at Duke 

at Florida 
Kentucky 

at Tennessee 


at Georgia 

at Baylor 

Nicholls State 
Jocksonville State 
Mississippi 
Lovisionatofayette 
ot North Texas 
Idcho 

at Middle Tennessee State 
ot New Mexico State 
Lovisiono-Monroe 


Washington State 

at Arizona 

at Montana 

at Washington 

Boise State 

at Middle Tennessee State 
at New Mexico State 
Lovisiona-Lafayette 
at Arkansos State 
Lovisiono-Monroe 
North Texas 


Nicholls Stote 

at Minnesota 

at Central Florida 
Southern Mississippi 
Middle Tennessee State 
at Arizona Stole 

at Arkonsas State 

at Idaho 
Louisicno-Monroe 
at North Texas 
New Mexico State 


Sam Houston State 

at Florida 

at Cincinnati 

Middle Tennessee Stote 
New Mexico State 
North Texas 

at Central Florida 
Lovisione-Lafayette 

at Idaho 

Troy State 


Nov 
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at Arkansas State 


17 


30 at Vanderbilt 
8 Troy Stote 

22 at Lovisana-Monroe 

29 at Lovisiono-Lofayette 
6 Idoho 

13 ot North Texas 

20. at Mississippi 

27 New Maxico State 
3 Arkansas State 

10. at Lovisiana State 

17 Connecticut 


23 at Lovisville* 
1 at Texas 
8 Oregon State 
15 at New Mexico 
22 at Kansas State 
29 Louisiana-Monroe 
6 atTulsa 
13 Idaho 
27 at Middle Tennessee 
3 North Texas 
10 Arkansas State 
17 ot Lovisiona-lofayette 


John Thompson Classic, Louisville, Ky 


30 TCU 

8 at Oklahoma 
15 at Arkansas 
22 Texas Tech 
29 at South Florida 

6 at lovisiano-Monroe 
13 Middle Tennessee State 
20 Arkansas State 

3 at New Mexico State 
10 Lovisianatofoyette 
17 at Idaho 


1 at South Carolina 
8 Washington State 
15 Central Michigan 
22 Texas! Paso 
29 atlidaho 
6 atRice 
13. Tulsa 
20 at Fresno State 
27 Nevado 
10 at Howaii 


¥, 17 Son Jose State 


24 at lovisana Tech 


25 at Colorado* 
1 Oregon State 
8 at Wisconsin 
15. Utch Stote 
22. at Tulsa 


#. 29 Louisiane Tech 


6 at Colorado Stote 
20 Boise State 
27 at Hawaii 
3 Rice 
10 at SMU 
17 at Nevoda 
24 San Jose Stote 


*Jim Thorpe Classic, Boulder, Colo. 


Sept 
Sept 
Sept 
Sept. 
Oct. 
Oct 

Oct, 

Oct. 

Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 


Sept 
Sept. 


1 lowe State 

8 Montana 
15 ot Nevado 
29 Rice 

6 atSMU 
13 Texas-El Paso 
20 atTulsa 
27 Fresno State 

3 San Jose State 
10 Boise State 
17 Miami (OH) 
24 Air Force 


1 SMU 
8 at Oklahoma State 


Sept. 15 
Sept. 29 
Oct, 6 
Oct. 13 
Oct, 20 
Oct. 27 
Nov, 3 
Nov. 10 
Nov, 24 
Sept. 1 
Sept. 8 
Sept. 15 
Sept. 22 
Oct. 6 
Oct. 13 
Oct. 20 
Oct. 27 
Nov. 3 
Nov. 17 
Nov. 24 
Sept. | 
Sept. 8 
Sept. 15 
Sept. 29 
Oc. 6 
Oct, 13 
Oct, 20 
Oct. 27 
Nov. 3 
Nov. 10 
Nov. 17 
Nov. 24 
Sept, 1 
Sept. 8 
Sept. 15 
Sept. 22 
Sept. 29 
Od. 6 
Oct. 13 
Oct. 20 
Oct. 27 
Nov. 3 
Nov. 17 
Nov. 24 
Sept, 1 
Sept. 8 
Sept. 15 
Sept, 22 
Oct. 6 
Oct, 13 
Oct. 27 
Nov, 3 
Nov, 10 
Nov, 17 
Nov. 24 
Sept. | 
Sept. 8 
Sept. 22 
Sept, 29 
Oct. 6 
Oct, 13 
Oct. 20 
Oct, 27 
Nov, 10 
Nov. 17 
Nov, 24 
Aug. 30 
Sept. 15 
Sept. 22 
Sept. 29 
Oct. 6 
Oct. 13 
Oct, 20 
Oct, 27 
Nov. 3 
Nov. 10 
Nov, 17 


at Kansas State 
ot Fresno State 
San Jose State 
at Nevada 

ot Auburn 

Rice 

at Tulsa 

ot UTEP 

Boise State 


ot BYU 

at Colorado State 
Hawaii 

at San Jose State 
UNLV 

lovisiana Tech 
at Rice 

at Boise Stole 
SMU 

Fresno Stote 

ot UTEP 


at Houston 
Duke 

ot Nebraska 
ot Hawaii 
Boise State 
at Navy 
Neveda 

at Louisiana Tech 
Fresno State 
Tulsa 

UTEP 

at SMU 


at Southern California 
ot Colorado 
Stanford 
Nevado 

at Arizona State 
at Louisiane Tech 
SMU 

at Texas-£l Paso 
Tulse 

at Hawaii 

at Boise State 

at Fresno State 


at Lovisiana Tech 
TCU 

at North Carolina 
North Carolina State 
Hawaii 

at San Jose State 
Texas-El Paso 

ot Nevade 
Fresno State 

at Tulsa 

Rice 


at New Mexico 
at New Mexico State 
ot Boise State 
Tulsa 

at Alaboma 

at Hawaii 

Son Jose State 
ot SMU 
Louisiana Tech 
ot Rice 

Nevada 


Indiana Stote 

at Oklahoma 
Fresno State 

at UTEP 

New Mexico State 
ot Boise State 
Hawaii 

at San Jose State 
Lovisiana Tech 
at Rice 

SMU 


For reservations: 1-800-HOLIDAY or www.holiday-inn.com 


By Allen Wallace 
SuperPrep 


&) ea Florida State 


Previous six-year rank (3, 15, 4, 1, 3, 2) 

Florida State did what it couldn't do on the field last season — 
finish No. 1. 

Signing Day was a 'Nole roll call of elite talent, including two 
of California's best — DB Dominic Robinson and TE Justin 
Tomerlin — along with nine of Florida’s top 15 prospects. 

Three All-American QBs signed — superstar Joe Mauer, who 
could end up playing professional baseball, in-stater Adrian 
McPherson and Tennessee’s Matt Henshaw. 

FSU doesn't dip into the JC ranks often, but usually gets a 
good one when it does, like first-rate OL Milford Brown from 
Mississippi. Only one pure DL signed on, Donnie Carter from 
Georgia, but as you would expect, he’s another SuperPrep Alll- 
American. 

SuperPrep’s No. 1 LB, Willie Jones and No. 8 DB, Jerome 
Carter, didn’t announce until the final day, cementing FSU’s recruit- 
ing conquest. 


‘S02 


Previous six-year rank (26, 9, 9, 11, 10, 31) 

Five of SuperPrep’s Fie 50 are aboard — no school signed 
more. They are TE Marcus Spears, WR Michael Clayton, DL 
Marquise Hill, OL Ben Wilkerson and TE David Jones. 

Nick Saban closed Louisiana borders to much of the recruit- 
ing world, signing the state's six best prospects and 10 of the top 14. 
The Tigers even went all the way to California for QB Rick Clausen, 
brother of Tennessee frosh sensation QB Casey Clausen. 

Saban sent a few messages with this class: Louisiana is his, 
and he considers Texas (watch for All-American RB Joseph Addai) 
and Florida (three signees) fair game. 


3 


Michigan 


Previous six-year rank (13, 4, 2, 4, 7, 7) 

Four SuperPrep Elite 50 team members are new Wolverines: 
RB Kelly Baraka (broke Notre Dame's heart), DB Ernest Shazor, 
DB Marlin Jackson and DL Pierre Woods. 

Lloyd Carr needed to add defensive line help and Woods is 
joined by Dave Spytek, Pat Massey and Alex Ofili, all superior 
prospects. Although this effort lacks the presence of a big-time prep 
signal-caller, San Diego State transfer Spencer Brinton fills the void. 

With 12 players at 6-4 or over, Carr thinks this is the tallest 
class Michigan has ever had. 
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In all, it's quite a haul for the Wolverines, who looked like they 
were going to walk away with this year’s recruiting contest before 
losing Elite 50 WR Reggie Williams to Washington and two big- 
timers to Penn State: DL Charles Rush and OL Tyler Reed — both 
from Pennsylvania. 


Ua 4, Washington 


Previous six-year rank (21, 42, 35, 21, 31, 23) 

Two of the nation’s top three JC prospects — QB Taylor 
Barton and LB Kai Ellis — both from powerhouse City College of 
San Francisco, enrolled at the semester break and learned the 
system in the spring. 

Another one of their teammates, also a superstar, is headed 
to Seattle in the fall — OL Francisco Tipoti, who is expected to step 
immediately into a starting job. 

This is a class with great balance, both in the trenches and at 
the skill spots, both from the preps for depth and the jucos for 
immediate help. 

Rick Neuheisel, sorely in need of wide receiver help, went all 
the way to Florida to sign speedster Charles Frederick, who will join 
coveted in-stater Reggie Williams, giving the Huskies immediate 
big-play ability. 

Seven of the state’s top 10 prospects decided to stay in 
Seattle. Even Alaska chipped in, supplying All-American DL Tui 
Alailefaleula, who had 38 sacks over the last two years. 


Y > iia 


Previous six-year rank (4, 1, 10, 7, 12, 20) 

There is so much Texas talent that wants to play for Mack 
Brown that the loss of the state’s No. 1 prospect, DL Tommie Harris, 
to Oklahoma, was hardly a defeat. 

RB Cedric Benson, OL Jonathan Scott and athlete Quan 
Cosby lead the hit parade of 10 SuperPrep All-Americans from 
Texas who are headed to Austin. 

An amazing six offensive linemen signed with Texas, only to 
be topped by the potential of the seven DBs on the Longhorns 
signing list. All-American DBs Cedric Griffin, Kendall Briles, 
Michael Huff and Rufus Harris are fantastic. 


Previous six-year rank (19, 36, 20, 24, 32, 27) 

This class didn't happen because of the national champi- 
onship. 

It was looking like a reality long before then, when it became 
clear Bob Stoops had reconfigured the Sooners into a modern 
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passing machine fortified with old-fashioned, smothering defense. 
Six of the top 25 Texas prospects committed to Stoops, who 
also went to Louisiana for QB Brent Rawls. In-state RBs Kejuan 
Jones and Seymore Shaw will give Stoops the ground game to keep 
people honest, and he signed five offensive linemen to pave the way. 
And what's a great Sooners class without a great ‘backer? 
The next great one could be Mike Wilson from Tulsa. 


Previous six-year rank (15, 17, 17, 19, 4, 8) 

The Cornhuskers often sign a sneaky-good class, but we're 
careful not to underrate them. Talented signal callers Mike Stuntz 
and Mike McLaughlin committed long before signing day amid little 
fuss, which is how the Huskers like it. 

This class didn’t end with a Florida State-type bang because it 
didn’t need to, although the final day did bring a nice victory over 
lowa and lowa State, when RB Marquez Simmons said “yes” to 
Frank Solich. He also signed three All-Americans from Colorado (OL 
Gary Pike, rover Philip Bland and athlete Cory Ross). 

This year's class was a worldwide effort: Giant DL Seppo 
Evwaraye (6-5, 325) grew up in Finland and never considered any 
school but Nebraska, which signed one of the nation’s finest defen- 
sive fronts, led by Missouri SuperPrep All-American Jared Helming. 
This class is strong on defensive backs, too. 


AZM Virvinia tech | 


Previous six-year rank (28, 31, 19, 42, 45, UR) 

Start with the nation’s best RB, Pennsylvania's Kevin Jones, 
who chose Frank Beamer over Joe Paterno. 

Jones, amazingly graceful and quick for such a powerful 6-1, 
205-pounder, won't have to worry about carrying the load. 

All-America QB Bryan Randall, who was coveted by 
Tennessee, can’t promise he will become the next Michael Vick ... 
but he was the first player in state history, as a junior, to both pass 
and run for more than a 1,000 yards. He did the same thing as a 
senior. 

Six linemen on defense and three on offense will shore up the 
trenches. In-state All-American DBs DeAngelo Hall and D.J. Walton 
are the future of Beamer’s secondary. The Hokies signed five of the 
top 10 and 12 of the top 26 Virginia prospects, dominating in-state 
recruiting. 


MIAMI 


Previous six-year rank (7, 11, 30, 13, 18, 16) 

Immediately following the shocking departure of Butch Davis 
to the NFL, it looked as if the ‘Canes would suffer on signing day — 
and there were a couple of de-commits, but new coach Larry Coker 
built serious momentum. 

Coker added SuperPrep All-Americans, DL Orien Harris, LB 


Roger Mcintosh and RB Frank Gore. Elite 50 LB Leon Williams 
was also touch and go for a while, but the New Yorker hung tight 
with Coker. Two others who de-committed after Davis left were DE 
Jovonny Ward (Pitt) and TE Kevin Everitt (Texas), but both 
reconsidered, signing with the ‘Canes. 

This class has amazing balance, terrific on both sides of the 
trenches, with nine SuperPrep All-Americans, including Florida DB 
and superior return man Antrel Rolle. 


CAR 10 


BRUINS UCLA 


Previous six-year rank (24, 6, 1, 29, 25, 17) 

Amazing California DBs Matt Ware and Jibril Raymo are true 
headliners of a defensive group that bordered on the fantastic until 
Marvin Simmons de-committed to USC, LB Michael Craven signed 
with Stanford and DL Shaun Cody chose the Trojans. 

So much for the downside. Generally speaking, the better your 
class, the bigger your losses. 

Bob Toledo loaded up on offensive talent with 11 signees, led 
by Arizona WR Junior Taylor, RBs Jason Harrison, Wendell Mathis 
and Tyler Ebell (7,385 career yards and 111 TDs), Pennsylvania TE 
Keith Carter and huge, talented offensive linemen Bob Cleary (6-7, 
285), Ed Blanton (6-9, 300) and Collin Barker (6-8, 300). 


LA 
RL Clemson 


Previous six-year rank (30, 24, 26, 15, 14, 11) 

Rarely do you see a team completely dominate a positional 
group within a state, but that’s what happened here. 

The Tigers managed to capture all three of the state’s national- 
ly coveted WRs: Roscoe Crosby, Airese Curry and Ty Zimmerman. 
That's what happens when you run an offense like Tommy Bowden’s. 

But Bowden actually has a lot more to crow about. He signed 
13 other in-staters, including superb DLs Charles Bennett and Trey 
Tate and TE Ben Hall. Bowden also gained three nationally recog- 
nized linebackers and talented QB Charlie Whitehurst from Georgia, 
which supplied four signees. 

The coach also dipped into his father Bobby's territory, signing 
six prospects from Florida, led by FB Cliff Harrell and SS/LB David 
Dunham. 


—_ se. a 


Previous six-year rank (2, 12, 8, 8, 8, 18) 

The Vols signed the nation’s best group of runners in Derrick 
Tinsley, Cedric Houston, Jabari Davis, and Keldrick Williams, whose 
combined senior numbers were more than 6,000 yards and 90 TDs. 

Phil Fulmer also found superior wide receivers in Montrell 
Jones and Jomo Fagan. Heavily-recruited California LB Kevin 
Simon comes from the fantastic Concord De La Salle program and 
DB Robert Boulware was a SuperPrep Elite 50 honoree. 

One of the more interesting recruits is SuperPrep All-American 
athlete C.F. Fayton from Virginia, who should help at receiver or 
defensive back, if not at quarterback. 


BEE) stantors 


Previous six-year rank (25, 20, 18, 22, 29, 30) 

Only LSU (five) signed more Elite 50 team aes than the 
Cardinal — DE Mark Anderson (SuperPrep’s National Player of the 
Year), RB J.R. Lemon, LB Michael Craven and QB Kyle Matter. 

Both Lemon (Georgia Tech finished No. 2) and Craven (UCLA 
lost this battle) decided in favor of Stanford during the final week 
before Signing Day. But this class isn't just top-heavy. There are also 
three other SuperPrep All-Americans — WRs Justin McCullum and 
Gerren Crochet and DL 0.J. Oshinowo. 

As always, the Stanford class has a strong national flavor, 
with only five of the 18 signees coming from in-state. 

Watch for sleeper Louisiana LB Jon Alston and Georgia FS 
Kevin Schimmelmann to become important parts of this class. 


BIE] Notre Dame 


Previous six-year rank (12, 8, 3, 9, 6, 1) 

The Irish signed an amazing 12 SuperPrep All-Americans, but 
missed out on the top-level star power that Domers like to see on 
signing day. 

At the top of Bob Davie’s list is RB Ryan Grant, a SuperPrep 
Elite 50 pick. The four offensive linemen — Mark LeVoir, Zachary 
Giles, Darin Mitchell and Dan Stevenson — are also superb. 

Davie also added four well-recognized LBs and a couple of 
fine DBs — Lionel Bolen and Dwight Ellick, whom he has targeted 
for corner. But the overall defensive line recruiting was disappointing, 
as was losing out on RB Lydell Ross (Ohio State) and DL Shaun 
Cody (Southern California). 


gory 15 Ohio State 


Previous six-year rank (8, 2, 13, 16, 2, 28) 

Ohio State survived a coaching switch, with new head man 
Jim Tressel closing strongly by signing WR Angelo Chattams, DB 
Justin Fox, RB Maurice Hall and RB Lydell Ross. All had either 
been undecided or wavering from previous commitments. 

Ten in-staters decided in favor of Tressel’s new leadership, 
and the Buckeyes reached as far away as California to bring home 
SuperPrep All-American RB Jaja Riley, giving them three of the 
finest RBs in the nation. 

Defensive line is another particularly strong area (four 
signees), highlighted by in-stater Simon Fraser and Quinton 
Thomas, one of four Floridians on the roster, and Marcus Green 
from Kentucky. 


Previous six-year rank (UR, UR, UR, UR, UR, 44) 
Dennis Erickson hit the recruiting trail hard with elevated 


NATIONAL 
RECRUITING 


hopes for Beaver recruiting and came away with Rose Bowl-type 
talent. 

The class is highlighted by the nation’s No. 2 QB signee, 
Derek Anderson, SuperPrep Elite 100 RB Steven Jackson, five 
DEs (including Alvin Steen, ranked by SuperPrep as the nation's 
28th best JC prospect) and superior California wideouts Jayson 
Boyd and Josh Hawkins. 

Eight California junior college players relocated in Corvallis, 
including three Elite 50 prospects — WR Andre Cyrus, LB Jason 
Lowe and DB D.J. Coote. 


Previous six-year rank (20, 29, 22, UR, UR, UR) 

Remember the name Reggie Benton? He was ranked the 
No. 2 RB in the country by SuperPrep when he signed with Michigan 
in 2000. He is now a part of the Boilers’ 2001 class, giving Joe Tiller 
an explosive counterpart to in-state All-American ball carrier Bran- 
don Jones. 

Six LBs are headed to West Lafayette, led by SuperPrep All- 
American Brent Grover from Kentucky and Texas-bred Brandon 
Villarreal. Boiler coaches are also especially eager to welcome WR 
Kevin Noel, TE Charles Davis and athlete Jared Void, a raw 
speedster from Maryland. 

Tiller, who signed only three from in-state, made an important 
catch in lowa, where he found Kyle Orton, SuperPrep’s No. 3 QB. 
Fellow QB signee Mike Rhinehart (6-5, 235) could be a very good 
TE if he gets tired of competing with the better-regarded Orton. 


Sea] Arkansas 


Previous six-year rank (34, 25, 49, 47, 35, 36) 

The Hogs snuck up on the recruiting world, signing Ahmad 
Carroll, SuperPrep’s No. 2 DB (and No. 9, regardless of position), 
thereby disappointing Florida State and Georgia. 

Arkansas really scored at running back, signing four talented 
players including Elite 50 player De’Arrius Howard. 

Elsewhere, the Hogs signed Shawn Andrews, SuperPrep’s 
No. 3 OL, and coach Houston Nutt helped himself in particular at LB 
(Jeb Huckeba and Pierre Brown are both All-Americans), QB (Matt 
Jones, Tarvaris Jackson) and DB (JC transfer Marvin Jackson, 
Lerinezo Robinson). 


P sc: Southern California 


Previous six-year rank (11, 14, 16, 15, 5, 9) 

The big story for the Trojans was the signing of DL Shaun 
Cody, grabbing him from the grip of Notre Dame, UCLA and Wash- 
ington. 

New coach Pete Carroll made a strong impression on the 
recruiting trail, as the Trojans landed seven SuperPrep All-Ameri- 
cans, including two QBs (Matt Leinart and Billy Hart), as well as DL 
Jason Wardlow. DLs Ray Tago and Mike Patterson help give USC 
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one of the nation’s elite D-line groups. 

SuperPrep All-Americans WR Willie Buchanon, RB Darryl 
Poston and LB Austin Jackson provide skill, versatility and 
toughness. 

Fantastic All-American LB Marvin Simmons signed late with 
the Trojans on March 21, and could play a significant role as a 
freshman if he meets academic standards. 


eB) Georgia Tech | 


Previous six-year rank (18, 16, 44, 25, 11, 25) 

Prime-time QBs came ee all over: reba Bilbo (Miss.), 
Rahshan Johnson (Ohio) and Dawan Landry (Louisiana). 
Remember, A.J. Suggs transferred from Tennessee, too. 

These guys can all run defenses into the ground, and 
SuperPrep ranked Bilbo (also a professional baseball prospect) as 
the nation’s 11th best QB. 

Only six of Tech’s signees are from in-state, but they should- 
n't be overlooked, especially smart, versatile DB Reuben Houston. 
Big RB Brian Johnson (6-3, 240) comes in behind five new O- 
liners, but George O'Leary missed on the runner he most coveted, 
J.R. Lemon, who signed with Stanford. 


pai six-year rank (6, 30, 11, 2, 1, 6) 

Joe Paterno signed five of Pohare: $ top 17 and one of 
the top three, SuperPrep Elite 50 pick Charles Rush, a defensive 
lineman. Rush, along with late decision-maker OL Tyler Reed, gave 
the old master a fantastic finish and crucial victories over Michigan. 

But the Wolverines still signed three of Pennsylvania's top six 
prospects, LB Leon Williams de-committed to Miami and the nation’s 
No. 1 RB, Kevin Jones, also from in-state, picked Virginia Tech. 

PSU returned the favor by beating out Frank Beamer for Elite 
50 QB/DB Michael Robinson. The Nittany Lions didn’t start out as 
fast as in recent years, but finished quicker, signing five SuperPrep 
All-Americans, but no big-time RB. 


So 


Previous six-year rank (46, 28, 32, 23, 43, 37) 

K-State’s class has four SuperPrep All-Americas — RB 
Carlos Alsup, OL Ray Green, WR Jerome Janet and Elite 50 FB 
Ayo Saba from New Jersey. 

But where Bill Snyder often separates himself from the 
competition is through recruiting junior colleges. He signed six from 
SuperPrep’s Elite Juco 100 team, and a total of 10. He has a knack 
for finding superior talent; QB Mark Dunn (No. 13) and WR Taco 
Wallace (No. 48) are the most highly regarded in this class. 

Other prep players who come in with high expectations are 
Kansas City LB Scott Edmonds, Texas DB/WR Cedric Williams 
and smallish Kansas RB Darren Sproles (5-7, 170, 4.4). 


& 23 North Carolina State 


Previous six-year rank (UR, UR, 47, UR, 38, 47) 

Longtime Florida State assistant coach Chuck Amato, in his 
second season with the Wolfpack, is making good use of all his 
Florida connections. 

He went to his old stompin’ grounds and brought back 10 
Floridians in this class, most notably CB/RB Tramain Hall, QB Jay 
Davis and WR Sterling Hicks. 

Alabama LB Avery Gibson and Missouri OL Jed Paulsen 
are other superior out-of-state additions. The best in-staters are LB 
Kenny Covington, WR Dovonte Edwards and RB Lamont Reid. 

This is a very well-balanced class headed by five SuperPrep 
All-Americans, with nine of the signees headed for the trenches and 
the remainder set for skill slots. 


GBI iseosia 


Previous six-year rank (42, 10, 5, 33, 17, 22) 

SuperPrep’s No. 1 ranked QB D.J. Shockley is joined by 17 
other Georgians, including SuperPrep All-Americans LB Marquise 
Elmore, DL Darrius Swain (a Miami de-commit) and OL Russ 
Tanner. 

New coach Mark Richt, a former Florida State assistant, also 
turned the tables on Florida by convincing in-state WR Fred Gibson 
to change his mind in favor of his new regime. 

Although this class looks fantastic in the trenches, the key is 
Shockley, a lifetime ‘Dawg fan with the athleticism to reverse 
Georgia's fortunes in the rival games. 

In all, this class proved that Richt's decision to retain recruit- 
ing coordinator Rodney Garner was well-considered. 


AE] Wisconsin 


Previous six-year rank (22, 47, 27, 30, 21, 14) 

For a power running outfit, these guys sure know how to 
recruit WRs, and Jonathan Orr from Michigan is just one of four 
(Oshkosh’s Darrin Charles goes 6-6, 190) who are bringing their 
talent to Madison. 

SuperPrep All-Americans DL Anttaj Hawthorne (Conn.), DB 
Brett Bell (Ill.), OL Matt Lawrence (Del.), DB Johnny Sylvain 
(N.J.) and Orr headline a class that shows off Barry Alvarez’s 
national reach. 

Alvarez also likes to recruit California — he had nine from 
the Golden State on his team last season — and he signed three 
more, including Los Angeles QB Devin Hollins (6-1, 185, 4.6). 
Everyone else wanted Hollins as an athlete, but Alvarez promised 
to give him a shot at QB. 

Fourteen SuperPrep All-Regionals from Florida, New York, 
Texas, Wisconsin, Illinois, Hawaii, Ohio and lowa also dot the 
landscape — not one of them a ballcarrier. That’s strange. 


101 for 2001 


Quarterbacks 


Joseph Addai 
Derek Anderson 
Brett Basanez 
Kellen Clemens 
Brodie Croyle 
Owen Daniels 
Justin Holland 
Cecil Howard 

Matt Leinart 
Russell Lovett 
Joe Mauer 

Adrian McPherson 
Kyle Orton 

Casey Paus 6-4, 200 
Bryan Randall 6-2, 195 
Don (D.J.) Shockley 6-0, 180 


6-2, 190 
6-6, 225 
6-2, 187 
6-2, 200 
6-3, 200 
6-4, 200 
6-4, 185 
6-3, 190 
6-5, 210 
6-3, 205 
6-4, 210 
6-4, 180 
6-4, 200 


Houston-Sharpstown, TX 
Scappoose, OR 

Arlington Heights-St. Viator, IL 
Burns, OR 


Rainbow City-Westbrook Chr., AL 


Naperville-Central, IL 
Lakewood-Bear Creek, CO 
McKeesport, PA 

Santa Ana-Mater Dei, CA 
Brighton-Horizon, CO 

St. Paul-Cretin-Durham, MN 
Bradenton-Southeast, FL 
Runnells-Southeast Polk, IA 
New Lenox-Lincoln Way, IL 
Williamsburg-Bruton, VA 
Riverdale-North Clayton, GA 


LSU 

Oregon St 
Northwestern 
Oregon 
Alabama 
Wisconsin 
Colorado St 
Syracuse 
USC 
Colorado 
Florida St 
Florida St 
Purdue 
Washington 
Virginia Tech 
Georgia 


Running Backs 


6-1, 185 
6-1, 193 
5-11, 200 
6-3, 225 
5-8, 225 
6-2, 220 
5-10, 180 
5-10, 185 
6-0, 200 
6-2, 205 
6-1, 210 
6-1, 215 
6-2, 215 
5-11, 185 
6-0, 200 
6-0, 200 
6-3, 235 
5-11, 219 
5-11, 185 
6-0, 195 


Kelly Baraka 
Michael Bell 
Cedric Benson 
Brandon Brokaw 
Jabari Davis 

Ty Ericks 
Maurice Hall 
Tramain Hall 
Cedric Houston 
De’Arrius Howard 
Stephen Jackson 
Kevin Jones 

J.R. Lemon 
Damien Nash 
Lydell Ross 
Seymore Shaw 
Eric Shelton 
David Underwood 
Morris Virgil 
Carnell Williams 


Portage-Northern, Ml 
Tolleson-Union, AZ 
Midland-Lee, TX 

Morrisville, PA 

Tucker, GA 

Seattle-O'Dea, WA 
Columbus-Brookhaven, OH 
Deerfield Beach, FL 

Clarendon, AR 

West Memphis, AR 

Las Vegas-El Dorado, NC 
Springfield-Cardinal O'Hara, PA 
Tyrone-Sandy Creek, GA 

St. Louis-Riverview Garden, MO 
Tampa-Gaither, FL 

Shawnee, OK 

Lexington-Bryan Station, KY 
Madisonville, TX 

Urbana, IL 

Etowah, AL 


Wide Receivers 


Carlos Campbell 
Angelo Chattams 
Michael Clayton 
Michael Collins 
Roscoe Crosby 
Airese Currie 
Mike Espy 

Larry Fitzgerald 
Fred Gibson 
Lynzell Jackson 
Montrell Jones 
Anthony Mix 
Robert Strickland 
Junior Taylor 
Reggie Williams 


6-0, 180 
5-11, 180 
6-4, 195 
6-5, 215 
6-2, 195 
5-11, 175 
6-0, 175 
6-3, 205 
6-3, 180 
6-3, 175 
6-2, 190 
6-4, 210 
6-4, 205 
6-3, 185 
6-4, 215 


Hampton, VA 
Dayton-Chaminade, OH 

Baton Rouge-Christian Life, LA 
Commerce, GA 

Union, SC 

Columbia-Richland N.E., SC 
Madiso-Central, MS 
Richfield-Holy Angels, MN 
Waycross-Ware County, GA 
Tempe-Union, AZ 
Louisville-Male, KY 

Bay Minette-Baldwin County, AL 
Detroit-Denby, MI 

Mesa, AZ 

Tacoma-Lakes, WA 


Michigan 
Arizona 
Texas 
Boston College 
Tennessee 
Washington 
Ohio St 

NC State 
Tennessee 
Arkansas 
Oregon St 
Va Tech 
Stanford 
Missouri 
Ohio St 
Oklahoma 
Florida St 
Michigan 
Hlinois 
Auburn 


Notre Dame 
Ohio St 
LSU 
Georgia 
Clemson 
Clemson 
Ole Miss 
Pittsburgh 
Georgia 
Utah 
Tennessee 
Auburn 
Michigan St 
UCLA 
Washington 


NATIONAL 
RECRUITING 


Tight Ends 


6-5, 250 
6-7, 255 
6-7, 245 
6-5, 270 


Keith Carter 
Kyle Ealey 

Pat Estes 
Marcus Spears 


Downingtown, PA 
Westchester-St. Joseph, IL 
Richmond-Benedictine, VA 
Baton Rouge-Southern Lab, LA 


Offensive Linemen 


6-3, 275 
6-7, 275 
6-7, 295 
6-7, 290 
6-5, 305 
6-8, 280 
6-4, 305 
6-8, 300 
6-4, 265 


Lorenzo Alexander 
Bob Cleary 

Blake Larsen 
Mark LeVoir 

Tyler Reed 
Jonathan Scott 
Chris Spencer 
Andrew Whitworth 
Ben Wilkerson 


Berkeley-St. Mary’s, CA 


Atlantic, |A 

Eden Prairie, MN 
Pittsburgh-Jefferson, PA 
Dallas Carter, TX 
Madison-Central, MS 
West Monroe, LA 
Hemphill, TX 


Defensive Ends 


6-5, 225 
6-5, 240 
6-4, 235 
6-4, 275 
6-7, 240 


Ironton, OH 

Los Altos, CA 

Conway, SC 

Marshfield, MA 
Cleveland-St. Ignatius, OH 


Reggie Arden 
Shaun Cody 
George Gause 
Zachary Giles 
Pat Massey 


Defensive Linemen 


6-4, 275 
6-4, 305 
6-3, 280 
6-3, 300 
6-7, 290 
6-3, 285 
6-3, 275 
6-4, 230 


Titus Adams 
Anttaj Hawthorne 
Orien Harris 
Tommy Harris 
Marquise Hill 
Jeff Littlejohn 
Charles Rush 
Leon Williams 


Omaha-Creighton Prep, NE 
Hamden, CT 

Newark, DE 

Killeen-Ellison, TX 

New Orleans-De La Salle, LA 
Gaffney, SC 

Erie-Cathedral Prep, PA 
Brooklyn-Canarsie, NY 


Linebackers 


6-2, 220 
6-2, 225 
6-4, 225 
6-1, 235 
6-4, 240 
6-4, 220 
6-0, 220 
5-11, 220 
6-6, 225 


Michael Craven 
Chauncey Davis 
Marquis Elmore 
Corey Mays 

Matt Roth 
Lemarcus Rowell 
Marvin Simmons 
Kevin Simon 
Pierre Woods 


Westminster-LaQuinta, CA 
Auburndale, FL 
Folkston-Charlton County., GA 
Chicago-Morgan Park, IL 

Villa Park-Willowbrook, IL 
Opelika, AL 

Long Beach-Poly, CA 
Concord-De La Salle, CA 
Cleveland-Glenville, OH 


Defensive Backs 


Brett Bell 6-0, 185 
Robert Boulware 5-11, 180 
Ahman Carroll 6-0, 193 
Jerome Carter 6-1, 205 
Quan Cosby 5-10, 180 
C.J. Fayton 6-2, 180 
Marlin Jackson 6-1, 180 
Derron Johnson 

Dominic Robinson 

Antrel Rolle 

Ernest Shazor 

Craphonso Thorpe 

Maitt Ware 6-4, 195 
Tymere Zimmerman 6-3, 190 


Wheaton-Warrensville So., IL 
Charlotte-Vance, NC 
Atlanta-Douglass, GA 

Lake City-Columbia, FL 

Mart, TX 

Virginia Beach-Princess Anne, VA 
Sharon, PA 
Memphis-Melrose, TN 
Diamond Bar, CA 
Homestead-S. Dade, FL 
Detroit-King, MI 
Tallahassee-Lincoln, FL 

Los Angeles-Loyola, CA 


UCLA 
Michigan 
Virginia 
LSU 


California 


Lake Elsinore-Temescal Canyon, CA UCLA 


lowa 

Notre Dame 
Penn St 
Texas 

Ole Miss 


Ohio State 
USC 

South Carolina 
Notre Dame 
Michigan 


Nebraska 
Wisconsin 
Miami 
Oklahoma 
LSU 
Miami 
Penn State 
Miami 


Stanford 
FSU 
Georgia 
Notre Dame 
lowa 
Auburn 
USC 
Tennessee 
Michigan 


Wisconsin 
Tennessee 
Arkansas 
Florida St 
Texas 
Tennessee 
Michigan 
Memphis 
Florida St 
Miami 
Michigan 
Florida St 
UCLA 


Bennettsville-Marlboro County, SC Clemson 


NATIONAL 
RECRUITING 


Quarterbacks 


James Banks 6-3, 190 Indianapolis-Ben Davis, IN 


102 for 2002 


Steven Bright 6-4, 205 
Duwuan Burton 6-5, 230 
Mike Duda 6-2, 175 
Trent Edwards 6-5, 190 
Matt Gutierrez 6-4, 200 
Reggie McNeal 6-3, 185 
Chris Olsen 6-4, 205 
Ben Olson 6-5, 210 
Marcus Vick 6-0, 175 
Vincent Young 6-5, 190 
Justin Zwick 6-4, 205 


Running Backs 


Lorenzo Booker 
Elijah Brooks 
Brian Calhoun 
Maurice Clarett 
Frederick Collins 
Kenneth Darby 
Hershel Dennis 
Ciatrick Fason 
Albert Hardy 
David Horne 
Michael Johnson 
Tristen (T.A.) McClendon 
Reggie Merriweather 
Jerious Norwood 
Ronnie Osborne 
Danny Phillips 
Dedrick Poole 
Gerald Riggs, Jr. 
Malcolm Ruff 
Brent Thomas 
Nick Turner 
Justin Vincent 
Jawan Walker 
Selvin Young 
J.R. Zwierzynski 


5-11, 175 


Wide Receivers 


Jason Avant 6-3, 
Ike Chekwa 6-2, 
Jemalle Cornelius 6-1, 
Roy Hall 6-3, 
John Harris 6-1, 
Marquis Johnson 6-3, 
Wali Lundy 6-0, 
Mario Raley 6-1, 
Jejuan Rankins 6-1, 
Nathan Schiccatano 6-3, 
Maurice Stovall 6-5, 200 
Carl Tabb 6-2, 180 
Richard Washington 6-0, 175 


Tight Ends 


R.J. Coleman 
Anthony Fasano 
Marcedes Lewis 
Leonard Pope 
Kyle Tatum 

Eric Winston 


Greer-Riverside, SC 
Charlotte-Olympic, NC 
Winnetka-New Trier, IL 
Los Gatos, CA 
Concord-De La Salle, CA 
Lufkin, TX 

Wayne Hills, NJ 

Thousand Oaks, CA 
Newport News-Warwick, VA 
Houston-Madison, TX 
Massillon-Washington, OH 


Ventura-St. Bonaventure, CA 
Hyattsville-DeMatha, MD 
Oak Creek, WI 
Warren-Harding, OH 
Westminster-La Quinta, CA 
Huntsville-Butler, AL 

Long Beach Poly, CA 
Neptune Beach-Fletcher, FL 
Galena Park, TX 
Omaha-Central, NE 

Newport News-Heritage, VA 
Elizabeth City-Albemarle, NC 
North Augusta, SC 

Brandon, MS 

Piedmont, OK 

Belle Mead-Hillsborough, NJ 
Little Rock-Central, AR 
Chattanooga-Red Bank, TN 
Baltimore-Gilman, MD 
Mableston-Pebblebrook, GA 
Atlanta-Washington, GA 
Lake Charles-Barbe, LA 
Erie-Cathedral Prep, PA 
Houston-Jersey Village, TX 
Joliet Catholic, IL 


Chicago-Carver, IL 
Marrero-Arch Bishop Shaw, LA 
Ft. Meade, FL 
Lyndhurst-Brush, OH 
Americus, GA 
Champaign-Centennial, IL 
Delran-Holy Cross 
Charlotte-Independence, NC 
Windsor-Bertie, NC 
Catawissa-Southern Columbia, PA 
Radnor-Carroll, PA 

Ann Arbor-Huron, MI 

Ft. Myers, FL 


Clarksburg-Robert Byrd, WV 
Verona, NJ 

Long Beach Poly, CA 
Americus, GA 

Prattville, AL 

Midland-Lee, TX 


TOP HIGH SCHOOL 
SENIORS 


Offensive Linemen 


Benjie Bell 
Chris Doyle 
Jeff Edwards 
Mark Farris 
Davin Joseph 
Derek Landri 
Jeff Lebby 
Fred Matua 
Shadu Moore 
Bob Morton 
Nathan Rhodes 
Ruben Riley 
Henry Smith 
Rob Smith 
Anthony Wollschlager 


Defensive Ends 


Larry Dibbles 6-3, 265 
Tamba Hali 6-3, 240 
Julian Jenkins 6-5, 220 
Travis Leitko 6-6, 255 


Statesboro, GA 

Santa Ana-Mater Dei, CA 
Atlanta-Marist, GA 
Pittsburgh-North Hills, PA 
Hallandale, FL 
Concord-De La Salle, CA 
Andrews, TX 
Wilmington-Banning, CA 
Paterson-Catholic, NJ 
McKinney, TX 
Bakersfield-East, CA 
Grand Rapids-Creston,, Ml 
Aliceville, AL 

Ft. Thomas-Highlands, KY 
Ft. Lauderdale-St. Thomas 
Aquinas, FL 


Lancaster, TX 

Teaneck, NJ 

College Park-Woodward Aca., GA 
The Woodlands, TX 


Defensive Linemen 


Kedric Golston 6-4, 285 
Willie Henderson 6-7, 270 
Marco Martin 6-4, 290 
Quinn Pitcock 6-4, 285 
Doug Planchard 6-4, 270 
Anthony Spencer 6-4, 245 
Manuel Wright 6-6, 290 


Linebackers 


Bryan Andrews 
Ahmad Brooks 
Marvin Byrdsong 
Bobby Carpenter 
Reginald Cribbs, Jr. 
Mike D'Andrea 
Drushaun Humphreys 
Ricardo Hurley 
Berkley Hutchinson 
Kai Parham 

David Richard 


, 215 
225 
, 230 
. 230 
, 225 
, 230 
, 235 
, 235 
, 230 
, 230 
. 235 


Defensive Backs 


Cardan Alexandar . 190 
Larry Brackins , 195 
Michael Cuba , 185 
Dedrick Harrington . 215 
Kedric Harrington . 180 
Kendrick Muckelroy . 185 
Tyler Palko , 205 
Pat Watkins , 190 
Darren Williams , 205 


ated 


APRAAARMMAAAAAHD 
NYWWOWWWNMWWWD 


Tyrone-Sandy Creek, GA 
Memphis-Ridgeway, TN 
Mesquite, TX 

Piqua, OH 

Baton Rouge-Catholic, LA 
Ft. Wayne-Bishop Luers, IN 
Long Beach Poly, CA 


Lima Senior, OH 
Woodbridge-Hylton, VA 
Longview, TX 

Lancaster, OH 
Chicago-Hubbard, IL 

Avon Lake, OH 
Toledo-Rogers, OH 
Greenwood, SC 

Long Beach, NJ 

Virginia Beach-Princess Anne, VA 
St. Louis-Hazelwood East, MO 


New Smyrna Beach, FL 
Dothan, AL 

Taylor, TX 

Mexico, MO 
Lilington-Western Harnett, NC 
Hallsville, TX 

Imperial-West Allegheny, PA 
Tallahassee-Lincoln, FL 
Clarksdale, MS 
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BIG TEN 


RECRUITING 


Last year, the Wolverines had an average recruiting season 
by Michigan standards. One year later, they are #2 in the nation. 

The Wolverines got RB help with David Underwood of 
Madisonville, TX and Kelly Baraka of Portage, MI. They also got 
the country's 2nd best group of DBs including Markus Curry; 
Braylon Edwards; Marlin Jackson of Sharon, PA; Ernest Shazor of 
Detroit; and Jacob Stewart of Ypsilanti. 

The Wolverines got Ohio's top two prospects, DB Pat 
Massey and DE Pierre Woods. They addressed their OL needs by 
signing Leo Henige of Chesaning, Ml; Matt Lentz of Ortonville, MI; 
Adam Stevavich of Marshfield, WI; and Dan Simelis of Coraopolis, 
PA. WR Tim Massaquio of Allentown, PA could play TE. TE Kyle 
Ealey of Westchester, IL, looks like a NBA power forward. At LB 
the Wolverines got Scott McClintock of Belle Vernon, PA, and land- 
ed Ohio Defensive Player of the Year, Lawrence Reid, plus LB 
Joey Sarantos of Portage, MI. 

This class was rounded out by transfer QB Spencer Brinton 
who played his first year at San Diego State. 

Headliner: RB David Underwood is a 6-0, 220-pound bruis- 
er with excellent speed and great balance. 

Sleeper: LB Joey Sarantos’ desire to attend Michigan was 
so strong he turned down other scholarship offers to walk on in 
Ann Arbor. 

Bottom Line: Michigan entered this recruiting seasron with 
a rarely seen purpose and a determination. Head Coach Lloyd 
Carr and RC Bobby Morrison worked their game plan to perfection. 


Uf Wisconsin 


Despite a brief flirtation with Miami, Head Coach Barry 
Alvarez kept every previously committed blue chipper. The Badgers 
defensive line group is ranked 3rd nationally, led by Anttaj 
Hawthorne. Other DL standouts are Jeff Lang of Greenfield; Mike 
Kleber of Waukesha; Lyle Maiava of Honolulu, Hl; and Jason 
Palermo of Madison. 

Wisconsin got the 8th best DB group led by Brett Bell of 
Wheaton, IL; Robert Brooks from Dallas; Devin Hollins of Los 
Angeles; Scott Starks of St. Louis; and Johnny Sylvain of 
Hackensack, Nu. 

Wisconsin landed WR Darrin Charles, the Wisconsin Player 
of the Year, and the top WR prospect in Michigan, Jon Orr. QB 
Owen Daniels, has potential as a passer and runner. Big things are 
expected from WR Andre Kemp, from Carson, CA. OL signees 
include Donovan Raiola of Honolulu, Hl; Jake Wood of Bettendorf, 
IA; Isaac Ballou of Jacksonville, FL; and Matt Lawrence of 
Millsboro, DE. 

Headliner: QB Owen Daniels of Naperville, IL, has a live 
arm and tremendous running skills. 

Sleeper: Scott Starks is a little known CB prospect with 
blazing speed, tremendous range and outstanding reactions. 

Bottom Line: In the past decade, Barry Alvarez has turned 
a dead-in-the-water team into one of the nation's top programs. 


2001 


Penn State 


It was a good year for talent in Pennsylvania. Western PA 
standouts heading to State College are OL Tyler Reed; TE Andrew 
Richardson; WR Terrance Phillips; and DL Charles Rush. Other 
keystone standouts were DL Dethrell Garcia of Harrisburg; DB 
Andrew Guman of Allentown; OL Tom McHugh of Philadelphia; DL 
Scott Paxson of Philadelphia; WR Ernest Terrell of Norristown; and 
LB LaMar Stewart of Reading. More OL help comes from John 
Wilson of Daytona Beach. A potential blue chipper is TE/DE Isaac 
Smolko, of Springfield, OH. 

Signees with All-American potential include LB Lavan 
Chisley, from Waldorf, MD; WR Chris Harrell, from Euclid, OH; DL 
Matt Rice of Greenbelt, MD; and QB Michael Robinson, from 
Richmond, VA. A great catch was E.Z. Smith of Concord, NC, one 
of the nation's premier centers. 

Headliner: OL Tyler Reed, a 6-4, 300-pounder from 
Pittsburgh Jefferson with quick feet, strength and great technique. 

Sleeper: WR Ernest Terrell is a track star with great size 
and untapped potential at WR. 

Bottom Line: PSU surprisingly waited for premier prospects 
to make late decisions. They still landed many standout players. 


Freshmen of Influence 


QB Joe Mauer 6-4, 205 St. Paul, MN Florida State 
RB Kelly Baraka 6-0, 186 Portage, Ml Michigan 
DL Pat Massey 6-8, 240 Cleveland, OH Michigan 
RB Damien Nash 5-11,180 East St.Louis, IL Missouri 
TE Mark Levoir 6-7, 300 Eden Prairie, MN Notre Dame 
DB Ernest Shazor 6-4, 203 _ Detroit-King, Ml Michigan 
LB Matt Roth 6-4, 240 Villa Park, IL lowa 
WR Larry Fitzgerald 6-3, 205 Richfield, MN Pittsburgh 
LB Corey Mays 6-1, 235 Chicago, IL Notre Dame 
DB Brett Bell 6-1, 185 Wheaton, IL Wisconsin 
DL Pierre Woods 6-6, 215 Cleveland, OH Michigan 
RB Morris Virgil 5-11,185 Urbana, IL Illinois 
QB Brett Basanez 6-2, 187 Arlington Heights, IL Northwestern 
RB Maurice Hall 5-10,183 Columbus, OH Ohio State 
QB Owen Daniels 6-4, 215 Naperville, IL Wisconsin 
WR Robert Strickland 6-4, 205 Detroit, MI Michigan St. 
WR Angelo Chattams 5-11,180 Dayton, OH Ohio State 
QB Casey Paus 6-4, 210 New Lenox, IL Washington 
DL Simon Fraser 6-6, 245 Columbus, OH Ohio State 
WR_ Darrin Charles 6-7, 192 Oshkosh, WI Wisconsin 
TE Trai Essex 6-5, 245 Ft. Wayne, IN Northwestern 
DL Lionel Williams 6-4, 235 Addison Trail, IL Illinois 
LB Pat McShane 6-2, 217 Joliet, IL Boston Coll. 
OL Dan Stevenson 6-6, 300 Barrington, IL Notre Dame 
LB Reggie Arden 6-5, 232 Ironton, OH Ohio State 
LINDY’S FOOTBALL ANNUALS 


BIG TEN 
RECRUITING 


Com Ohio State 


Despite Coach John Cooper's firing, OSU signed RB JaJa 
Riley of San Diego; DL Quinton Thomas of Ft. Lauderdale; WR 
Chris Vance of Fort Scott (KS) CC; DL Marcus Green of Louisville; 
WR Chris Gamble of Ft. Lauderdale; and top national RB prospects 
Maurice Hall of Columbus, OH, and RB Lydell Ross of Tampa. 

Early in-state committed players included LB Reggie Arden, 
WR Angelo Chattams, DB Dustin Fox and DL Simon Fraser. 

Headliner: WR Angelo Chattams caught 85 passes for 1,500 
yds and 21 TDs in 2000. 

Sleeper: WR Chris Vance has the size, speed and attitude to 
make an immediate impact in Columbus. 

Bottom Line: The smartest move that Tressel made after 
excepting the Ohio State job was keeping RC Bill Conley. 


The Illini wanted success in the Chicago area ... and got it. 
Windy City signees are RB James Cooper; DB Sedrick Davenport; 
LB Jim Goranson; DB Chuckie Moore; OL Rob Needham; RB Abe 
Jones; DB Kyle Kleckner; DB Kelvin Hayden; and LB Lionel 
Williams. The biggest Illinois catch was RB Morris Virgil of Urbana. 

Illinois got QB Matt Dlugolecki from Calif. Other signees were 
JC DLs Jamie Hanton of Chaffey CC; Mario Ivy of Ellsworth (IA) JC; 
and PK Steve Weatherford. They got six of St. Louis’ top nine play- 
ers — LB Matt Sinclair; LB T.W. Norman; LB Antonio Mason; OL 
Kyle Schnettgoecke; DL Brian Schaefering and WR Kenrick Jones. 

Headliner: LB Matt Sinclair is a 6-3, 230-pound head knock- 
er with size and explosive speed. 

Sleeper: RB Morris Virgil is an explosive and productive 
back. Look for him to contribute as a true freshman. 

Bottom Line: Although the football season did not go as 
hoped, the recruiting season did. This is a quality class. 


Purdue Head Coach Joe Tiller improved team speed and 
added depth. Their linebackers rank 6th nationally, led by Brent 
Grover, LaDrelle Bryant; Brent Hawkins, Jason Leimberger, Bobby 
Iwuchukwu and Brandon Villarreal. 

OL signees are prep TE Charles Davis of Orchard Lake, MI: 
Matt Knollman of West Chester, OH; Josh Tomsheck of Strongsville, 
OH; Matt Turner of Kirtland, OH; and Brian Wang of Fort Worth. 
They also landed WR Kevin Noel of Naperville, IL; Jerod Void of 
Clinton, MD, QB David Williams, of Dallas; and Jameson Evans of 
Shaker Heights, OH. Also signed were RB Reggie Benton of Grand 
Blanc, Ml; DL Ryan Davis of Millville, NJ; RB Brandon Jones of 
Peru, IN; and Mike Rhinehart of Fort Wayne, IN, who will get a shot 
at QB. Their biggest catch was QB Kyle Orton. 

Headliner: Kyle Orton, one of the nation’s top signal callers. 
The Purdue staff loves his arm strength, size and leadership skills. 

Sleeper: LB Brandon Villarreal is a non-stop defender with 
great strength, surprising speed and tremendous desire. 

Bottom Line: This may be Purdue's most athletic class in 
several years. The staff does a great job. 
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The goal was to take back the state. They succeeded, land- 
ing lowa’s #1 prospect, OL Blake Larsen from Atlantic. In state, 
they also signed TE Ben Gates, DB Mike Follett, OL Ben Cronin, 
LB Matt Neubbauer and TE C.J. Barkema. 

They also signed Florida stars DL Fabian Dodd, DB Antwan 
Allen, WR Darius Butler, and LB Abdul Hodge. JC recruits included 
SS Jermire Roberts of Trinity Valley CC; WR C.J. Jones of Garden 
City (KS) CC; and QB Brad Banks of Hinds (MS) CC. 

Out of state players were DL Lee Gray of Dallas; WR Devon 
Clark of Chicago Heights; DB Adolphus Shelton of Dallas; DB Ed 
Hinkel of Erie, PA; and South Dakota's top prospect QB Chad 
Greenway. Out of state prospects included WR Kahari Stewart from 
Detroit and LB Matt Roth, Illinois' heavyweight wrestling champion. 

Headliner: Matt Roth was the state of Illinois’ top prospect. 
He has great size and aggressive nature. 

Sleeper: DB Chad Greenway, QB from South Dakota is a lit- 
tle known two-way player with outstanding skills. 

Bottom Line: The great recruiting game plan put in by 
Coach Ferentz and his staff is why the class is so well thought of. 


Sp Northwestern | 


This class is Northwestern's best in 10 years, led by QB Brett 
Basanez. He is joined by RB Sundi Brewer-Griffin of St. Paul; TE 
Trai Essex, of Fort Wayne, IN, that state's top prospect; Notre Dame 
transfer WR Jovan Witherspoon; two-way back Ashton Aikens of 
Detroit; and Ohio Player of the Year Jeff Backes of Columbus. 

Defensive signees are DT Tom Derricks from Dallas; DB 
Herschel Henderson of Houston; FB/LB Braden Jones of 
Harrisburg, IL; DL Greg Lutzen of Pewaukee, WI; LB John Pickens 
of Franklin Lakes, NJ; DL David Thompson of Rockledge, FL; DT 
Luis Castillo of Garfield, NJ; CB Jon Fields of Sweeny, TX; Frederic 
Traver of Palmyra, VA; and DL DeMaris Wilson of Harvest, AL. 

Headliner: RB Jeff Backes was voted Ohio's Mr. Football 
last season. He has the potential to play either RB or DB. 

Sleeper: QB Brett Basanez was the most underrated signal 
caller in the nation. He's got great feet, a live arm, big-time smart. 

Bottom Line: Head Coach Randy Walker and RC Kevin 
Wilson did a good job filling their needs at every position. 


& Michigan State 


In-state it was not a great talent year, but MSU got All-State 
OL Gordon Niebylski, TE Jason Randall, LB Ronald Stanley, and 
OL Chris Morris. From Ohio, they got All-State CB Damien Fortson, 
DL Brandon McKinney, DL Alphonso Townsend, and Eric Smith. 

The Spartans biggest in-state catch was WR Robert 
Strickland, one of the state's top three players. They are excited 
about LB recruits Seth Mitchell of Brandywine, MD, and All-East LB 
Mike Bazemore of Philadelphia. Their DL recruits ranked 7th 
nationally and included JC All-American Van Brown of Pasadena 
CC and Matt Askew of Fort Lauderdale. 

Headliner: WR Robert Strickland has Randy Moss leaping 
ability and an aggressive nature. He can also play linebacker. 
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Sleeper: TE Ryan Woods is a 6-5, 230-pounder with 4.8 
speed from Florissant, MO who can catch, run and block. 

Bottom Line: Head Coach Bobby Williams put together an 
outstanding class and filled their needs. 


Minnesota 


In-state the Gophers lost three five-star players, but signed 
RB Marion Barber of Plymouth, the son of the former all-pro RB; OL 
Rob Kraemer, DL Mark Losli, OL Trevor McCulloch, and QB Jared 
Posthumus. Other top signees included DL Keith Lipka, WR Jared 
Ellerson, DB Danny Upchurch, DL Jerry Barnes, OL Rich Ellman 
and OL Mike Nicholson. 

Another Ohioan heading to Minneapolis is LB Charlton 
Keith. DL Kason Love should play soon. Southern signees are WR 
Jakari Wallace of Lauderdale Lakes, FL; LB Terrance Campbell of 
Atlanta; RB Diamos Demerritt and DL Damian Haye, both of Miami. 

Headliner: DL Keith Lipka is an aggressive, quick-footed DT 
who also shows explosive moves to the ball. 

Sleeper: QB Jared Posthumus took a backseat to Joe 
Mauer, but has the potential to make a name for himself. 

Bottom Line: Recruiting was not easy, with Glenn Mason 
seeking the Ohio State job after Jan. 1, but they rebounded well. 


offensive unit,” Owens said. "We feel it's 
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It was a weak Indiana talent year, so IU went out of state. 
From the South, they signed LB Ted Pace of Jupiter, FL; OL Isaac 
Sowells of Louisville; DB Leonard Bryant of Immokalee, FL; and 
RB Yamar Washington and CB Damien Jones, both of Houston. 

From Ohio, they got WR Michael Robinson, LB Carlos 
Tipton, DB Will Lumpkin, and RB Kyle Koester. They signed LB 
Martin Lapostolle of Montreal Canada, that country's top prospect; 
and JC TE Matt Buchholz of San Bernardino Valley CC. DB Willie 
Northern and RB Drew Robinson, both of San Francisco CC, along 
with juco standouts DL Courtney Young of San Francisco CC and 
DB Antonio Watson of Hinds (MS) CC will play immediately. In- 
state the Hoosiers landed All-State kicker Bryan Robertson, DB 
Buster Larkins, RB Courtney Clency and Courtney Roby. 

Headliner: Carlos Tipton is considered one of the best ath- 
letes in the Midwest. He can play DB, LB or RB in college. 

Sleeper: RB Yamar Washington earned All-City honors in 
Houston and averaged over nine yards per carry in 2000. 

Bottom Line: This year's class is a shade behind last 
year's, but the Hoosiers did an excellent job of recruiting their 
needs. 

— Tom Lemming/Prep Football Report 


2000: 6-5 Overall; 5-1 MAC (T-Ist East) 


kron has made a steady climb 
[Ain also-ran to MAC East title 

contender. Taking the next step 
will be difficult for a squad that replaces 
five starters on defense and record-setting 
quarterback Butchie Washington. 

As usual, Akron features a punishing 
running game with junior tailback Brandon 
Payne running behind a physical offensive 
line led by veteran tackles Konrad Dean 
and Jeff Grzeskowiak. Sophomore Bryan 
Shaw will step in at left guard. 

Defenses will stack to stop Payne until 
the Zips show they can throw the ball. 


Nick Sparks, a West Virginia transfer, is the 


frontrunner at quarterback, but senior 
Ryan Uhlenhake is there if he stumbles. 

"Sparks' athleticism gives him an 
edge," Akron coach Lee Owens said. “He's 
probably our second-fastest player. 
Uhlenhake knows the offense better." 

Senior Jake Schifino (42 catches, 778 
yards, 4 TDs) is one of the MAC's better 
receivers. 

‘This team will be built around a strong 


a 
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where we can do the best job of controlling 
the game. We expect to be one of the top 
offensive teams in the conference." 

Akron will gamble more on defense, 
often changing fronts and coverages, while 
blitzing more due to inexperience at out- 
side linebacker and at strong safety. The 
defensive front is solid and deep, with eight 
players expected to share time. 

Owens compares sophomore defen- 
sive end Dwayne LefFall (4.5 sacks last 
year) to former Akron star Jason Taylor, 
now of the Miami Dolphins. LeFall has 
added 20 pounds since last season. 

Inside linebackers Ed March, Terrell 
Colbert and Eric Culberson are veterans. 
True freshman Brendan Banks might start 
outside. Junior Corvin Amos is at one cor- 
ner. Senior Brad Detwiler will be pushed 
by juco transfer Marcus Suber at strong 
safety. Kicker Zack Derr made 11 of 16 
field goals last season. Andy Jerdon aver- 
aged 39.7 yards a punt as a freshman. 
Payne is a premier punt returner. 4 


COACH: Lee Owens —At Akron and 
Overall: 25-41, 6 years 

RETURNING STARTERS: |5; 
7 offense, 6 defense, kicker, punter 

PLAYERS TO WATCH: 18 Brandon 
Payne, T Konrad Dean, WR Jake Schifino, 
LB Ed March, CB Corvin Amos. 

PRIMARY STRENGTHS: The running 
game. A big, physical offensive line led by 
all-conference tackle Konrad Dean blocks 
for 1,000-yard rusher Brandon Payne, 
one of the league's better backs. The kick- 
ing game should be strong. 

POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: A quarter- 
back must be found and the receiving 
corps is thin. Inexperience at linebacker 
and safety, where newcomers must step 
up. Akron plays just four games at home. 

OVERVIEW: |f a quarterback emerges, 
Akron could have enough offense to 
contend in the MAC East. The defense, 
though, combines with a less-than-favor- 
able schedule to make a repeat of last 
season's success unlikely. 
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he staid, storied and stoic Big Ten is 
T taking this New Millennium stuff 
seriously. 

Radical change is afoot in the League that 
Can't Count. 

No more is the mantra being preached 
about defense and a physical running game 
being the keys to a Big Ten championship. 

The evidence is everywhere: 

+ Look at Purdue, where the Boilermakers 
went to the Rose Bowl with a defense that 
finished a middling fifth in the league in 
points allowed and a rushing offense that 
finished ninth. 

+ Look at Northwestern, which shared the 
Big Ten title thanks to a spread offense that 
allowed the Wildcats to succeed despite 
a defense that permitted 38.5 points and 
409 yards per game. 

+ Look at Michigan, which also tied for the 
championship, but only because Lloyd Carr 
took the wraps off an attack that relied on 
Drew Henson and David Terrell playing 
pitch-and-catch so Anthony Thomas could 
run wild. 

+ Look at Wisconsin, which has had eight 
straight seasons with a 1,000-yard rusher, 
but went to a four-wide receiver attack for 
the Sun Bowl and plans to use such forma- 
tions liberally this season. 

+ Look at Minnesota, which also converted to 


the spread and gained a second straight bowl 
bid for only the second time in school history. 

+ Look at Indiana, which is so thirsty to 
keep up with the spread converts that it is 
junking an option offense led by Antwaan 
Randle El for a more-diversified attack where 
he plays wide receiver. 

That's more than half the league now sold 
on the same system that helped Oklahoma 
turn itself from a has-been into a national 
championship team in just two years. 

“Obviously, any time somebody is scoring 
as many points as Northwestern, you just can't 
stand pat," Indiana coach Cam Cameron said. 

The Wildcats, believe it or not, really do 
rate the favorite's role in this league. When 
they were winning back-to-back league titles 
in the mid-1990s, they were never consid- 
ered a preseason power. But in this well-bal- 
anced league, it's difficult to overlook them 
... even though they have only one returning 
starter on the defensive line. 

In years past, that would have been a killer 
for any contender, because presumably the 
new players wouldn't be experienced enough 
to handle the rigors of Big Ten running games. 

But these Wildcats can just sniff at teams 
that score against them, figuring they can still 
outscore foes with quarterback Zak Kustok and 
tailback Damien Anderson leading the way. 

Last year, the Wildcats allowed Wisconsin 


INDIANA IS JUNKING THE OPTION OFFENSE 
LED BY ANTWAAN RANDLE EL, WHO MOVES 
TO WIDE RECEIVER. 

PHOTO BY SCOTT BOEHM 


1. Northwestern 


2. Michigan 


3. Wisconsin 


4, Purdue 


5. Illinois 


6. Ohio State 


7. Michigan St. 


§, Penn State 


10. lowa 


11. Indiana 


GOOD NEWS 
Offense is loaded with weapons, 
starting with Damien Anderson. 


LB Larry Foote and Victor Hobson 
headline a stingy defense. 


Program is solid enough to 
contend every year. 


Ten defensive starters return, giving 
QB Brandon Hance time to mature. 


Lloyd's return at WR gives Illini the 
deep threat they lacked last season. 


Jim Tressel has fans excited 
because he's not John Cooper. 


T.J. Duckett gives MSU a way to 
move the ball in the trenches. 


Offense will be explosive with tal- 
ent, experience at skilled positions. 


Don’t have to answer questions on 
Rashard Casey's legal proceedings. 


Hawkeyes improved last year as the 
season progressed. 


Antwaan Randle El returned for his 
senior season. 


BAD NEWS 
Def. must improve after allowing 
41 or more points five times. 


No Drew Henson, David Terrell or 
Anthony Thomas. Ouch. 


Michael Bennett's defection to the 
NFL imperils ground game. 


Young line won't make things 
easy on Drew Brees’ replacement. 


Mike Cassity has a solid sec- 
ondary, but the DL is thin. 


CBs aren't Winfield or Springs, 
but QB is still Bellisari. 


Can't win Big Ten title with defense 
and running game anymore. 


New defensive chief Moe Ankney 
has little experience to work with. 


Where are the stars? Three asst. 
coaches uncharacteristically left. 


Not enough linemen to make use 
of some talented skill players. 


Antwaan Randle El won't have 
the ball on every play. 


OUR CALL 
Wildcats won't catch anyone by surprise, but are good 
enough anyway to win this well-balanced race. 


The Wolverines will contend, but the offense is just too 
young to make the plays to win the title. 


The defense must be reloaded, and the quarterback contro- 
versy doesn't look like a good thing. 


Boilers’ defense will be hot enough that the offense won't 
need to pile up as many points as usual. 


Illini could be this year's surprise contender if the defense 
can step up and become a tad better than average. 


It's a good thing the first-year coach has a honeymoon in 
Columbus, because he's going to need one. 


Sophomore QB Jeff Smoker must improve dramatically for 
MSU to get bowling after staying home last season. 


A third straight bowl is iffy against a tougher-than-2000 
schedule (replacing Indiana with Michigan). 


That December spent at home last season might not seem 
like an aberration when they take the bow! season off again. 


Even though they appear improved, the eight bowl teams on 
the schedule don’t help coach Kirk Ferentz's rebuilding process. 


Maybe coach Cam Cameron should move Randle El to 
defense, where the Hoosiers need the most help. 


MOST VALUABLE OFFENSIVE DEFENSIVE NEWCOMER:. 
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Damien Anderson T.J. Duckett Wendell Bryant i Maurice Hall —————— ———— 


TB, Northwestern IM) RB, Michigan St. MN DT, Wisconsin (TB, Ohio State QB Zak Kustok Sr. 6-1 200 Northwestern 
RB Damien Anderson Sr. 5-11. 204 Northwestern | 
Anderson, the top returning running back in the country, has had back-to-back ' RB T.J. Duckett Jr. 6-1 252 Michigan State 
1,000-yard seasons. Now that Northwestern has refined its spread attack, lookfor | WR Ron Johnson Sr. 6-3 216 Minnesota 
him to continue to put up big numbers and lead the Wildcats to the league title, WR John Standeford So. 6-4 187 Purdue 
Duckett was still learning to be a running back last season, and this year he fig- TE Tim Stratton Sr. 6-4 258 Purdue 


C _LeCharles Bentley Sr. 6-2 290 Ohio State 


t | nst ing if not physical, an 
ures to ramble to a monster season. The Spartans are nothing if not physical, and Ole Gena Mmicrawell Jn 62 310 Purdue | 


Duckett is the most physical running back in the country. 


Bryant is already a two-time first-team all-league pick, and he could add the 4 ieee Bier a He a ee 
Lombardi or Outland Trophy to his resume this time around. He was a Lombardi { OL Ben Johnson Jr. 6-7 323 Wisconsin 
semifinalist last season and shared conference lineman of the year honors with K Dan Nystrom Jr. 5-11. 194 Minnesota 
Karon Riley of Minnesota. This year, Bryant won't be in a sharing mood. AP Antwaan Randle El Sr. 5-10 190 Indiana 

Hall is one of the most-hyped RB recruits in Columbus in a long time. And if a wa 
there's one thing new Ohio State coach Jim Tressel knows, it's Ohio State history. | — a) &iVaG = (IFSl / Gam 
Expect Tressel to do the same thing this season that Woody Hayes didinthe early © § DL Akin Ayodele Sr. 6-3 253 Purdue 
1970s -- turn the Buckeyes’ ground attack over to a freshman from Columbus. DL Wendell Bryant Sr. 6-4 293 Wisconsin 
Back then it was Archie Griffin. DL Mike Collins Sr. 6-3 290 Ohio State 

DL Josh Shaw Sr. 6-3 281 Michigan State — 
44 points, Michigan 51 points ... and won both games. Believe it: North- LB Larry Foote Sr. 6-1 228 Michigan 
western's tailback is the top Heisman Trophy candidate. LB Napoleon Harris Sr. 6-3 243 Northwestern 
“| think defense is still critical," Michigan coach Lloyd Carr said. “If you LB Josh Thornhill Jr. 6-2 234 Michigan State 
can't tackle, if you can't get people to the football, you are going to get a aie nee E aaa oe Wee 

beat. But | don't think there is any question there has been a change. DB Cedric Henry Sr. 5-10 180 Michigan State | 

“For the last seven or eight years, with the eight- and nine-man fronts, DB Stuart Schweigert So. 6-3 202 Purdue ' 
defensive coaches have had their way. The spread offense has changed that. P Preston Gruening Jr. 5-10 198 Minnesota | 
| think defensive coaches are up against it. And until they come up with some “- + an _ 

concepts that will slow this offense down, you are going to see more of it.” OFFENSE - Second Team 

Kustok’s mobility gives Northwestern essentially a two-back offense QB Kurt Kittner Sr. 6-3 210 Illinois | 
from a one-back set. RB Montrell Lowe Jr. 5-8 192 Purdue 
The other back, Anderson, is so dangerous (2,063 yards, 6.6 yards RB Tellis Redmon Jr. 6-0 197 Minnesota } 
per-carry), he has to command a defense's primary attention. WR Kahlil Hill Sr. 6-3 195 lowa 
That leaves Kustok free to kill teams on the option (505 yards, 9 touchdowns) WR_ Marquise Walker Sr. 6-3 212 Michigan 
or shred them with quick slant pattems (.567 percent, 2,389 yards, 19 TDs). TE Chris Baker Sr. 6-3 265 Michigan State | 
Don't give the Wildcats too much credit, however. They're winning now C Luke Butkus Sr. 6-4 287 Illinois 

with the same philosophies that Purdue coach Joe Tiller brought to the Big OL Bruce Nelson Jr 6-4 275 lowa 
Ten four years ago, the ones he's used to get the Boilermakers to an vr LL fy aS ee Ree 

unpreceuented foul ststehy bows. ' OL Tyson Walter Sr. 6-5 300 Ohio State 

Those who expect Purdue to falter now that Drew Brees has graduated K — Hayden Epstein Sr. 6-2 205 Michigan | 
would do well to remember that in 1997, Tiller's first year, unknown quar- AP Nick Davis Sr. 5-10 183 Wisconsin 

terback Billy Dicken rang up 3,500 yards total offense running Tiller's “bas- a ~ vs 
ketball on grass" system, JE eNok - > ond Trean 

Wisconsin's Alvarez is so convinced the spread is the way to go he'll DL Jim Kennedy Jr. 6-5 330 Penn State ; 
employ it this year with a two-quarterback system of passer Jim Sorgi and DL Shaun Phillips So. 6-3 252 Purdue 

runner Brooks Bollinger. DL Will Smith So. 6-3 240 Ohio State 

Carr was leaning in the same direction until Henson surprised him with DL Greg White Jr. 6-2 265 Minnesota | 

a March decision to sign a professional baseball contract. Now the LB Joe Cooper Sr. 6-0 225 Ohio State i 

Wolverines must go with sophomore John Navarre at quarterback. LB Victor Hobson Jr. 6-1 242 Michigan 

But remember, Navarre had eight touchdown passes and only one intercep- «LB BBilly Silva Sr. 6-3 248 Northwestern 
tion last year in the four games he started before Henson retumed from injury. DB Joey Boese Sr. 5-11 175 Wisconsin 

“I think it's a change in an era," Carr said of the spread. “The last dra- DB Cato June Jr 6-1 213 Michigan 

matic change like this offensively may have been the wishbone, so we're Le ee i oe ea cee 
in a new era. There isn't any question about that." P Steve Fitts Sr. 6-0 201 Illinois 
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2001 NFL DRAFT 


The Big Ten had 40 players drafted by the NFL in April with the average of 3.6 players per team, the most of any conference in college foot- 


ball. The league had eight players selected in the first round, one more than last year. 


Team 
Buffalo 
Tampa Bay 


No. 
144 
174 


Round 
5th 
6th 


Illinois Pos. 
Marques Sullivan = OT 
Jameel Cook FB 


Michigan 
David Terrell 
Steve Hutchinson 
Jeff Backus 
Anthony Thomas 
Maurice Williams 


Michigan State 
ear 

Situpe Peko 

T.J. Turner 


Minnesota 

Willie Middlebrooks CB 
Karon Riley DE 
Ben Hamilton C 
Adam Haayer OT 


Northwestern 
Harold Blackmon 
Dwayne Missouri 


WR 6th Denver 


WR 
0G 
OT 
RB 
OT 


Ist 
Ist 
ist 
2nd 
2nd 


Chicago 
Seattle 
Detroit 
Chicago 
Jacksonville 


CB 
OL 
LB 


7th 
7th 
7th 


202 
217 
239 


Arizona 
N.Y. Jets 
New England 


Denver 24 
Chicago 103 
Denver 113 
Tennessee 199 


ist 
4th 
4th 
6th 


CB 
DE 


7th 
7th 


Seattle 
Baltimore 


210 
231 


CURRENT NFL PLAYERS 

The Big Ten had 231 players on NFL rosters last season. Remember 
that run-first, throw-second (and only in moments of desperation) image 
the Big Ten has had for decades? Well, forget it. If there's one thing the 
conference's population of NFL players proves, it's that wide-open offense 


Ohio State 
Nate Clements 
Ryan Pickett 
Rodney Bailey 
Reggie Germany 
Derek Combs 
Ken-Yon Rambo 


Penn State 
Bhawoh Jue 
Kareem McKenzie 
James Boyd 

Tony Stewart 


Purdue 

Drew Brees 

Matt Light 

Vinny Sutherland 
Chukky Okobi 
Brandon Gorin 


Wisconsin 
Jamar Fletcher 
Michael Bennett 
Chris Chambers 
Casey Rabach 
Bill Ferrario 
Roger Knight 
Jason Doering 
Ross Kolodziej 


TOP 4 PICKS 


The Big Ten has had a remarkable 55 players chosen in the first round of the past 
10 NFL drafts -- with 10 players picked in the top four, led by four Numero Uno 


1 route: 
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or 
DE 
wR 
RB 
WR 


CB 
OT 
$ 
TE 


QB 
OT 
WR 
OL 
OT 


CB 
RB 
WR 
OL 
0G 
LB 
$ 
DE 


Ist 
Ist 
6th 
7th 
7th 
7th 


3rd 
3rd 
3rd 
5th 


2nd 
2nd 
5th 
5th 
7th 


Ist 
Ist 
2nd 
3rd 
4th 
6th 
6th 
7th 
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Team 
Buffalo 
St. Louis 
Pittsburgh 
Buffalo 
Oakland 
Oakland 


Green Bay 
N.Y. Jets 
Jacksonville 
Philadelphia 


San Diego 
New England 
Atlanta 
Pittsburgh 
San Diego 


Miami 
Minnesota 
Miami 
Baltimore 
Green Bay 
Pittsburgh 
Indianapolis 
N.Y. Giants 


Has the size an Ste to beat press CONerau Snort or long, 


Not ‘many oer aus are 243 Ibs and have ote to cover or WRs. 


Throws fo Tbs and ray ice ike off. What s nat to like? 


No. 
24 
29 

181 
214 
228 
229 


71 
79 
94 
147 


32 
48 
136 
146 
201 


26 
27 
52 
92 
105 
182 
193 
230 


is alive and well in the League that Can't Count. Take Michigan, which had ___ selections (most of any conference). Here's a glance at those elite picks: 


42 players in the NFL last season. Sure, there is an ample supply of offen- 
sive linemen and a few running backs, but the position where the Wolver- 
ines have enriched the NFL the most is at quarterback. 

There's Jim Harbaugh, Elvis Grbac, Todd Collins, Tom Brady ... even 
Scott Dreisbach, all of whom got their start calling signals at Michigan. 
Ohio State is getting a reputation for defensive backs, with Shawn Springs, 
Antoine Winfield, Ahmed Plummer and now Antoine Winfield in the NFL, 
but that's no wonder. You're bound to learn how to cover if you're facing 
receivers like Cris Carter, Joey Galloway, David Boston, Terry Glenn, Brian 


Player 
Courtney Brown 
Orlando Pace 
KiJana Carter 
Dan Wilkinson 
LaVar Arrington 
Kevin Hardy 
Shawn Springs 
Simeon Rice 


Charles Woodson 


Pos 
DE 
oT 
RB 
DT 
LB 
LB 
DB 
LB 
CB 


College 
Penn State 
Ohio State 
Penn State 
Ohio State 
Penn State 
Illinois 
Ohio State 
Illinois 
Michigan 


NFL 
Browns 
Rams 
Bengals 
Bengals 
Redskins 
Jaguars 
Seahawks 
Cardinals 
Raiders 


Draft 

2000 
1997 
1995 
1994 
2000 
1996 
1997 
1996 
1998 
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Stablein, Jeff Graham and Rickey Dudley every day in practice. Desmond Howard FL Michigan Redskins 1992 
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Is Moving Randle El a Case of the Cameron Crazies? 


hat the heck, nothing else has worked, so Cam Cameron 
W might as well get a little crazy. 
Call him bold, or imaginative or whatever else you want. 

Yes, desperate might be another word that comes to mind. 

But while the three other coaches who joined the Big Ten with 
him in 1997 — Joe Tiller, Glen Mason and Ron Turner — have experi- 
enced the highs of huge victories, winning seasons and bowl 
games — Cameron has been looking for clues to turn the corner. 

What he’s doing this year, his fifth with the Hoosiers, is perhaps 
the boldest move by a Big Ten coach in decades. 

He's switched his star quarterback, Antwaan Randle El to wide 
receiver. Randle El is only college football’s single most exciting 
player, who was on pace this season to top all quarterbacks in 
NCAA history in rushing. 

The only sure thing for the Hoosiers the past three seasons has 
been Randle El’s creativity and point-producing theatrics. Now 
Cameron is taking that away, or at least toying with it. 

“We'll play him wherever we can get him the football,” Cameron 
said. “He’ll be under center some, too. ... It'll be interesting.” 

That’s an understatement. 

If defensive struggle continue, IU, will need all the points it 
can get. 


That would seem to demand Randle El’s presence at quarterback, 


where he can have his hands on the ball every snap. 

Putting him out wide might seem wise in theory, but new 
QB Tommy Jones has to perform at an extremely high level to 
absolve Cameron of any second-guessing should IU start slow. 

At least the move would seem to be a good one for Randle El's 
football future. Cameron conferred with the NFL Advisory Commit- 
tee after last season and found that his quarterback is projected as 
a receiver/return specialist by the pros. 

“Their perception of him was that he’s not a quarterback, and 
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BigTen Pct. Overall 
27-5 = 844 «41-8 
29°93: 019), 938-12 
22-10 688 33-16 
21-11. 656 =. 35-14 
20-12 625 33-16 
16-16 .500 28-19 
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10-22 313 19-28 
9-23 281 = 14-32 
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that he is an athlete,” Cameron said. “... | still believe, ultimately, 
when he moves to the NFL, they'll find he’s a good enough quar- 
terback to play that position a certain amount of downs in that 
league. 

“They project him as a receiver and a returner — in my mind, he’s 
a quarterback, because I've seen him do it. They haven't.” 

OK ... so to play him at a position other than quarterback seems 
a bit of a reach. But maybe it'll work. 


HEADING TO PASADENA 


Ohio State didn’t lure Jim Tressel from Youngstown State to Ohio 
State by showing him the 2001 schedule. 

Hey, it’s a schedule that guarantees a trip to the Rose Bowl. 

OK, so the Sept. 22 game at UCLA isn't exactly the national title 
game to be played in Pasadena on Jan. 3, but it’s a big one for the 
Buckeyes, who have several other monster road challenges this 
season ... like trips to Penn State and Michigan. 


KEEP TRAVEL PLANS FLEXIBLE 


With the Rose Bowl hosting the national championship game this 
season, the Big Ten becomes the free agent in the postseason. 

Of course, the league and its champion would like nothing better 
than landing in Pasadena, just like always ... but it would take 
a No. 1 or No. 2 finish in the Bowl Championship Series rankings, 
which has yet to happen in the first three years of the BCS. 

Otherwise, the Big Ten champ will go to either the Orange Bowl 
... or the Sugar Bowl ... or possibly even the Fiesta Bowl. 

It’s like this: 

* Fiesta Bowl is set as Pac-10 vs. Big 12 champions 

+ Sugar Bowl will get the SEC champion 

* Orange Bowl will choose between the ACC and Big East champions. 


Comment 

Memories of 1997 national championship are fading 

No wonder Barry Alvarez has a lucrative, long-term contract 
Joe Tiller has taken Boilers to unprecedented 4 straight bowls 
Consecutive disappointing seasons bring coaching change 
Lions missed a bowl last year for the first time since 1988 
Spartans trying to show 2000 (not 1999) was the aberration 
Gophers seek 3 straight bowls for first time in school history 
Wildcats have won or shared three titles in past six years 
Much rebuilding remains for Kirk Ferentz in lowa City 

Illini regressed in 2000, or was it a return to normalcy? 

0 —_ Is this what they had in mind when they hired Cam Cameron? 
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Note: C=Conference championships (including shared titles), M=Major Bowls,B=Bowls 
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The wild-card, of course, is that the Rose Bowl takes the first two 
teams off the top, so any of those “locked in” spots could pop 
wide open for an unattached team, which will be the Big Ten 
champion, Notre Dame, or another at-large team. 


THE BIG ONES 


AUGUST 28 
TT Sc Wall Virginia at Wisconsin 
v3 si te SEPTEMBER | 

As with every odd-numbered season, the schedule changes in Miami (FL) at Penn State Rematch of Nitfany Lions '99 great escape at Miami 
the Big Ten in 2001, with two former opponents dropping off and Wisconsin at Oregon Badgers try to break Oregon's 20-game home streak 

two new ones coming on for each team. SEPTEMBER 8 

Good news: The biggest beneficiary of the league’s play-eight, Akron at Ohio State 

dodge-two schedule is Northwestern, which doesn’t play Wiscon- M 

sin or Michigan this time around. 

Bad news: Who's got the toughest path? Well, that might be 

Minnesota, which has to play everybody except Indiana and Penn 

State (yes, this is a year the Nittany Lions are quite beatable). 


Badgers hope to start fast in Eddie Robinson Classic 


Zips were Jim Tressel's top rival at Youngstown State 
ichigan at Washington Wolverines will battle the noise in Husky Stadium 
SEPTEMBER 13 
Penn State at Virginia Cavs stole Penn State's recruiting coordinator last winter 
SEPTEMBER !5 
lowa at lowa State Hawkeyes have fallen behind in this in-state rivalry 

ROWiL CONNE C TIONS Notre Dame at Purdue Boilermakers seek revenge for frustrating loss last year 

; ? SEPTEMBER 22 
Mich. State at Notre Dame _T.J. Duckett challenges solid Irish defensive front 
Ohio State at UCLA First big challenge for new coach Jim Tressel 
Wisconsin at Penn State Loser will have uphill battle in race for league title 
SEPTEMBER 29 
Mich. State at Northwestern _ Wildcats must defend home field if they want to finish first 
OCTOBER 6 
Michigan at Penn State Always a classic when these two storied programs play 
Northwestern at Ohio State Buckeyes get their first look at the Wildcats’ spread attack 
OCTOBER {3 
Purdue at Michigan Wolverines want revenge after blowing 28-10 lead last year 
Wisconsin at Ohio State Badgers hammered OSU, 42-17, in Horseshoe in '99 
OCTOBER 20 
Penn State at Northwestern _ Wildcats always get up for Paterno’s trip to Evanston 
OCTOBER 27 
Mich. State at Wisconsin Could be a key battle in positioning for bowl berths 
Northwestern at Purdue Offense aplenty given high-powered nature of both teams 
Ohio State at Penn State Buckeyes have won at Beaver Stadium only once since '93 
NOVEMBER 3 
Michigan at Mich. State MSU has Wolverines where they want them ... in East Lansing 
Ohio State at Minnesota Glen Mason hopes to show OSU erred in not hiring him 
Illinois at Purdue Kurt Kitiner might have Illini on a bow! path 
NOVEMBER 10 
Purdue at Ohio State Buckeyes blew Rose Bowl with late loss at Purdue last season 
ARIE NOVEMBER !7 
oa Michigan at Wisconsin Wolverines warm up for OSU with a trip to Madison 
NOVEMBER 22 
Northwestern at Illinois League's best two quarterbacks show their stuff 
NOVEMBER 24 
Ohio State at Michigan 
Penn State at Mich. State 


The Big Ten apparently lost one of its “automatic bowls” for this 
season, when the Micronpc.com Bowl found tough sledding in the 
spring, and went into the summer without NCAA accredidation. 

That left only five bowl spots to the Big Ten, which has averaged 
more than six bowl games a season over the past five years. 
Chances are, though, that a sixth bowl-eligible team would not be 
left without a bow! - there are still five at-large spots out there. 


Big Ten Champion BCS 

Big Ten #2 Florida Citrus Bowl vs. SEC #2 
Big Ten #3 Outback Bowl vs. SEC at-large 
Big Ten #4 Alamo Bowl vs. Big 12 #4 

Big Ten #5 Sun Bowl vs. Pac-10 #3 


Rose Bowl if ranked 1 or 2, otherwise Orange, Sugar or Fiesta 
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Penn State coach Joe Paterno will be 74 this season, but shows 
no signs of letting up. 

Proof of that is apparent in athletic director Tim Curley contact- 
ing Paterno before entering into a scheduling agreement with 
Notre Dame for games in the 2008 and 2009 seasons. 

“| appreciate the fact that he talks to me about scheduling as far 
ahead as the year 2008 and 2009,” Paterno joked. “I appreciate 
he has that kind of confidence in my doctors.” 


+ Wisconsin's hopes for replacing tailback Michael Bennett with 
Broderick Williams took a hit when Williams tore the anterior cru- 
ciate ligament in his left knee on April 2. He should be back about 
the time Big Ten play starts in October. ... 

+ Minnesota has five new assistant coaches this season, including 
defensive coordinator Moe Ankney, who came from Missouri after 
the firing of Larry Smith’s staff. Ankney has 30 years experience, 
almost as long as the man he replaced, David Gibbs, had been alive. 
Gibbs, 32, took a job with the Denver Broncos in the offseason. ... 

+ Never let it be said that Michigan State won't go far and wide 
in search of players. One of the Spartans’ incoming recruits is Peter 
Heyer, a 6-4, 295-pound offensive tackle from Cologne, Germany. 


John Cooper never won in Ann Arbor. Can Jim Tressel? 
Young series has been stellar since starting in 1993 


call that he wasn’t Ohio State’s choice. 

Mason, remember, took Minnesota into Ohio Stadium last year 
and hastened OSU's plummet from No. 5 in the polls with a 29-17 
victory that was the Gophers’ first win in the Horseshoe in 51 years. 

That victory nearly moved Mason to tears, but you have to think 
a second win this season would be even more special. 

Both Tressel and Mason were assistant coaches on Earle Bruce’s 
staff at OSU in the mid-1980s. 


REMARKABLE RECOVERY 


One of the scariest scenes of the 2000 season was Penn State fresh- 
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The Big Ten championship probably won't hinge on the outcome 
of the Ohio State-Minnesota game on Nov. 3 at the Metrodome, 
but it will be a Super Bowl of sorts for some of those involved. 

Last January, when Ohio State was looking for a replacement for 


John Cooper, it interviewed Minnesota coach Glen Mason and kept 
him twisting in the wind before deciding on Jim Tressel. 
Mason wanted the OSU job, so he hung in until the end, despite 
the recruiting damage and public relations nightmare it caused. 
Ohio State had Mason in for his on-site interview the day it 
leaked word of Tressel’s hiring. In fact, Mason wasn’t even home 
from the airport after returning from Columbus when he got the 
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man Adam Taliaferro lying motionless on the turf at Ohio Stadium. 
Taliaferro has made a marvelous recovery from that spinal injury, 
walking out of the rehabilitation center where he went to recover. 
Taliaferro will not play football again, but has resumed a normal 
life. He even threw out the first pitch at the Philadelphia Phillies- 
Chicago Cubs game at Veterans Stadium on April 7. 


— By Bruce Hooley 
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I. Northwestern 


5. Minnesota 
6. Michigan 

7. Michigan St. 
8. Purdue 

9. Ohio State 
10. Iowa 


Il. Penn State 
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8. Michigan St. 


9. Ohio State 


10. Penn State 
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Newly-Found Wealth Spread Around the League 


Every coach wants a guy who's cool under 
pressure and can think on his feet, which is why 
Northwestern's Randy Walker is the envy of the 
conference. In senior Zak Kustok, Walker has the 
ideal operator for the Wildcats’ spread offense. 
The senior can read defenses and find their weak- 
nesses, then check fo the play that exploits the 
mismatch he's located. That renders substitution 
defenses obsolete, because Kustok is savvy 
enough to beat whatever player combination 
a coordinator throws out there. Overall, it doesn't 
look like a particularly strong year for quarter- 
backs in the Big Ten. 

The best one — Michigan golden boy Drew 
Henson — took off in March to pursue that base- 
ball thing in the New York Yankees organization. 
And the second-best one — Indiana's do-it-all 
Antwaan Randle El — was shifted to wide 
receiver in the spring to give coach Cam 
Cameron a look at what he and sophomore 
passer Tommy Jones can do on the field at the 
same fime. Illinois has the steady Kurt Kiftner, 
and Wisconsin has a couple of guys they think 
they can win with — Jim Sorgi and Brooks 
Bollinger ... and Michigan State likes its depth, 
too. 


Somebody better check Joe Tiller's kitchen 
for the formula he's concocted for inventing pass 
catchers. 

Seems as though every season Tiller comes 
up with someone the rest of the league hasn't 
heard of who catches 50 balls and generally 
makes life miserable for the rest of the league. 
Sure, the Boilermakers' pass-happy offense helps 
pad those figures, but the guys still have to hang 
onto the ball. That's where Seth Morales and 
John Standeford come in. They are the heirs to 
guys like Brian Alford and Randall Lane and the 
other unknowns Tiller has unleashed on the 
league. 

Oh, don't forget tight end Tim Stratton. He's 
a likely All-American. Indiana has virtually no 
experienced receivers to call upon ... but the 
Hoosiers have perhaps the most-watched player 
in the Big Ten lining up wide. That, of course, is 
Antwaan Randle El, who is making a move from 
quarterback. He'll sfill line up some at QB, but the 
Hoosiers need to get him out into the open field, 
and this is the best way to do it. 
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1. Michigan St. 4] 
2. Northwestern ~ 4 


8. Ohio State z 
9. Penn State z£ 


9. Michigan St. | 
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Five of the league's top eight ground-gainers 
of last season are back in 2001, led by North- 
western's Damien Anderson, a strong Heisman 
Trophy candidate. 

Still, Michigan State's depth, with power 
back T.J. Duckett and change-of-pace back Little 
John Flowers, gives the Spartans serious 
weapons behind the quarterback. 

Physical football has always been the hall- 
mark of the Big Ten, and there's none more phys- 
ical than the 6-2, 255-pound Duckett. He is 
bigger and faster than NCAA career rushing 
leader and 1999 Heisman Trophy winner Ron 
Dayne. Duckett battled injuries last year, his first 
full season as a starter, but he showed enough 
when he was healthy to throw a major scare into 
G league contemplating him at 100 percent in 
2001. 

It's strange to see Wisconsin way down at 
the bottom of the list because the Badgers have 
had one of the nation's best running games in 
recent seasons. But they expect fo pass the ball 
more this season — they'll have to because 
Michael Bennett left early for the NFL and 
expected starter Broderick Williams suffered 
a torn ACL in spring ball. 


Northwestern didn't put up those gaudy 
offensive numbers last season thanks solely to 
Zak Kustok and Damien Anderson. Somebody 
had to block for those skill-position stars, and the 
bad news for the rest of the Big Ten is that all five 
of the Wildcats’ blockers up front return in 2001. 
Center Austin King and guard Jeff Roehl are the 
headliners that should give Northwestern the kind 
of dominant line Michigan had last season. 

The Wolverines drop back into the middle of 
the pack after losing three linemen who were 
high draft picks. 

Ohio State's line did not perform fo Buckeye 
standards last season, but center LeCharles Bent- 
ley and left tackle Adrien Sanders are exceptional 
— and if tackle Tyson Walter is able to return to 
good health after missing the 2000 season with 
a back infection — OSU could move to the top of 
this list. 

Keep in mind, too, that programs like Indi- 
ana and lowa are counting on veteran lines to 
help them surge in 2001. That leaves Penn State 
(gulp) at the bottom. 
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I. Purdue 

2. Wisconsin 
3. Michigan 

4. Michigan St. 
5. Illinois 

6. Ohio State 


7. Penn State 


8. Northwestern 


9. lowa 
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FENSIVE LINE 


AS always, 


Purdue got to the Rose Bowl last year, 
at times, in spite of its defense. 

But if the Boilermakers are to make it back 
this season, it will be because of that unit ... 
specifically, the guys up front. 

All four starters are back on the defensive 
line, with defensive end Akin Ayodele offering the 
kind of pass-rushing talent that all strong 
defenses feature. He'll be looking to add another 
dozen or so fo his 20 career sacks and the other 
end, sophomore Shaun Phillips, will be trying to 
build on an increasingly productive freshman 
season. 

Phillips and tackle Craig Terrell starled as 
redshirt freshmen, and now can be considered 
veterans who can be turned loose — along with 
veteran tackle Matt Mitrione, who was a second- 
team All-Big Ten selection last season. Most 
coaches in the league would trade their entire 
defensive lines to Wisconsin just for tackle 
Wendell Bryant. Michigan State's Josh Shaw is 
another player who has shown the ability fo 
dominate a game. 
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1. Michigan 
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3. Ohio State 
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As always, it seems, the Big Ten is loaded 
with outstanding linebackers. And not just fine 
individuals, but outstanding linebacker corps. 
Michigan has it covered with three fast, produc- 
tive starters returning in Victor Hobson, Eric 
Brackins and Larry Foote — all candidates for 
post- season honors. The trio combined for 31 
tackles for loss last season, and will look to 
increase that figure, as talented backup Larry 
Stevens pushes for playing time. 

Remember the Alamo Bowl? Northwestern 
does, although if wishes it could forget that 
evening of embarrassment at the feet of 
Nebraska. Still, Billy Silva, Napoleon Harris and 
Kevin Bentley are a quality threesome that can 
lead the way as the Wildcats spend a season 
showing their stuff and erasing that bad image 
from their minds. 

Ohio State's Joe Cooper and Matt Wilhelm 
are another solid pair; Purdue's Landon Johnson 
and Joe Odom have a chance to be special; and 
Michigan State's Josh Thornhill might be the best 
of all. 
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1. Michigan 

2. Purdue 

3. Illinois 

4. Minnesota 

5. Wisconsin 

6. Michigan St. 
7. Northwestern 
8. Ohio State 

9. Penn State 
10. lowa 
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If if's true that failure and tough times make 
players tougher in the long run, then Michigan 
should be strong in the defensive backfield this 
season with senior starters Julius Curry, Cato 
June and Todd Howard returning. The Wolver- 
ines' pass coverage ranked seventh in the league 
a year ago (efficiency ratings), but that doesn't 
begin to tell the story. In some games — hey, 
even in some games in which they blew if — 
Michigan was outstanding. Capturing consis- 
tency is the key, and there's no better sense of 
urgency than that which strikes seniors in their 
final season. Wisconsin must make up for the 
loss of star cornerback Jamar Fletcher, who left 
early for the NFL, and Minnesota has to plug in 
for another first-round cornerback, Willie Middle- 
brooks. Still, the remaining defensive backs in 
those programs showed some good things last 
season, and will continue fo be at the very 
least, better-than-average. 

The Illinois safety duo of Muhammad Abdul- 
lah and Bobby Jackson could be the league's 
best, while Purdue has one of the game's best 
young hitters in safety Stuart Schweigert. 


How good does Minnesota's special teams 
look? Well, they have the league's best punter in 
Preston Gruening, and one of the league's best 
kickers in Dan Nystrom, and one of the league's 
top return specialists in Tellis Redmon. 

Most teams in the Big Ten have somebody 
returning with some serious credentials, such as 
Michigan kicker-punter Hayden Epstein and Pur- 
due kicker Travis Dorsch. 

In the Metrodome, Gruening doesn't have to 
punt into the wind. But he didn't get the wind at 
his back, either, as he established a 44.4-yard 
average last year, while doing a nice job keeping 
opponents pinned back. 

Nystrom didn't have the consistency last 
year (25 for 37) that he had in 1999 (when he 
made his last 12 field goals), but he's got a good 
leg despite dropping into a three-miss slump 
against Wisconsin, which cost him dearly in his 
percentage. 

Michigan's Epstein is much the same in that 
he's shown a great leg and an ability to convert, 
but was not stellar last season after bouncing 
back from an injury. Like Nystrom, he'll be fine 
in 2001. 
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BIG TEN YEAR IN REVIEW: 2000 


THE RACE 


Big Ten football hasn't been too kind to favorites lately. 

In 1999, Penn State was an overwhelming choice to win the league 
and contend for the national championship ... and that all looked good 
before the Nittany Lions lost their last three regular-season games. 

Wisconsin had the same hype last year, but never recovered from an 
athletic shoe scandal that played fast-and-loose with its early season ros- 
ter. The Badgers wound up fifth in the conference and in the Sun Bowl. 

That left the race wide open and nearly every available contender 
took advantage with Michigan, Ohio State, Northwestern and Min- 
nesota trading spots in the driver's seat before Purdue emerged from 
the pack to beat Indiana on the final weekend and secure its first Rose 
Bowl berth since the 1966 season. 


THE CHAMPION 


The Boilermakers didn't go about finishing first in recommended 
fashion, losing their second league game at Penn State and falling 
behind both Michigan and Ohio State by threatening margins at home. 

But with quarterback Drew Brees leading the way, Purdue was 
able to pull out a race in which four teams had a chance for the trip to 
Pasadena entering the final day of play. 

Brees brought the Boilermakers back from a 28-10 halftime 
deficit against Michigan and led a 21-point fourth-quarter rally 
against OSU that included the winning 64-yard touchdown pass with 
less than two minutes left. 

Even with those wins, Purdue still nearly gave up its inside lane 
to the Rose Bowl by losing its next-to-last game at Michigan State, 
30-10. 

Fortunately for the Boilermakers, Northwestern also lost that day 
— at lowa — so Purdue was able to clinch the title on the last day of 
the regular season with an easy 41-13 victory over Indiana. Sign held 
by fan after the game: "1,734 miles to Pasadena.” 

That victory over the Hoosiers supplied the tiebreaker advantage 
over Michigan and the Wildcats. All three teams shared first place at 6-2. 


THE STARS 
OFFENSIVE PLAYER OF THE YEAR: Purdue quarterback Drew Brees 


authored a fitting conclusion to his record-laden career by leading the 
Boilermakers to the Rose Bowl. En route, he became the Big Ten's 
career leader in pass attempts, completions, yards, touchdowns and 
total offense (12,692). In 2000, he passed for 3,393 yards ... and 
really added to his game by rushing for 546 yards. 

DEFENSIVE PLAYER OF THE YEAR: The Big Ten has seldom seen 
a corner like Wisconsin cornerback Jamar Fletcher, who won the Jim 
Thorpe Award as a junior before declaring himself eligible for the NFL 
draft. The consensus All-American had seven interceptions for the 
third consecutive season, despite missing three games due to the 
Wisconsin shoe scandal. Fletcher talked a big game, and always 
seemed to be able to back it up. 

COACH OF THE YEAR: Northwestern's Randy Walker orchestrated 
a 10th-to-first turnaround for the Wildcats, who tied Purdue and 
Michigan for the conference lead with a 6-2 record. He did so in spec- 
tacular fashion. He junked the team's humdrum offense from the year 
before and instituted a spread attack that was equally devastating by 
the run or pass. 


THE BOWLS 


The 2000 bowl season was a step backward for the Big Ten, 
which went 5-0 in the postseason in 1998 and 5-2 in 1999. 

Purdue's loss to Washington in the Rose Bowl marked the Big Ten's 
first defeat in Pasadena since the 1995 season. The Boilers fell behind 
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14-0 in the first quarter, rallied to tie it at 17 in the third, but fell victim 
to too much of Washington quarterback Marques Tuiasosopo. 

Overall, the league went 2-4 in bowl games, including Northwest- 
em’s embarrassing 66-17 loss to Nebraska in the Alamo. Elsewhere, Min- 
nesota blew a 24-8 halftime lead to North Carolina State in the 
Micronpc.com Bowl. And Ohio State was a 17-point favorite against South 
Carolina in the Outback Bowl ... but instead lost by 17. That proved to be 
the game that allowed Ohio State officials to show John Cooper the door. 

No Big Ten team will be guaranteed a berth in the Rose Bow! this sea- 
son, since it will host the BCS national championship game and therefore 
could be without a Big Ten member for the first time since the 1946 season. 


Rose Washington 34, Purdue 24 
Citrus Michigan 31, Auburn 28 
Outback South Carolina 24, Ohio State 7 
Alamo Nebraska 66, Northwestern 17 
Sun Wisconsin 21, UCLA 20 
Micronpe.com N.C. State 38, Minnesota 30 


ALL BIG-TEN TEAM 


OFFENSE — First Team OFFENSE — Second Team 
QB Drew Brees, Purdue QB Antwaan Randle El, Indiana 
RB Damien Anderson, Northwestern RB Michael Bennett, Wisconsin 
RB Anthony Thomas, Michigan RB T.J. Duckett, Michigan State 
WR __ David Terrell, Michigan WR Chris Chambers, Wisconsin 
WR_ Vinny Sutherland, Michigan WR Ron Johnson, Minnesota 
C Ben Hamilton, Minnesota C LeCharles Bentley, Ohio State 
OL Steve Hutchinson, Michigan OL _ Bill Ferrario, Wisconsin 
OL Casey Rabach, Wisconsin OL Ray Redziniak, Illinois 
OL Jeff Backus, Michigan OL Kareem McKenzie, Penn State 
OL = Matt Light, Purdue OL Marques Sullivan, Illinois 
TE Tim Stratton, Purdue TE — Tony Stewart, Penn State 
K Dan Stultz, Ohio State K Dan Nystrom, Minnesota 


DEFENSE — Firsi Team 
Wendell Bryant, Wisconsin 
Dwayne Missouri, Northwestern 
Karon Riley, Minnesota 
Fred Wakefield, Illinois 
Joe Cooper, Ohio State 
Larry Foote, Michigan 
Josh Thornhill, Michigan State 
Nate Clements, Ohio State 
Jamar Fletcher, Wisconsin 
Renaldo Hill, Michigan State 
Willie Middlebrooks, Minnesota 
Kevin Stemke, Wisconsin P 


THE STANDINGS 


Team BigTen Pct. PF PA 
Purdue 6-2 . 243 
Michigan 6-2 

Northwestem 6-2 

Ohio State 5-3 

Wisconsin 

Minnesota 

Penn State 

lowa 


DEFENSE — Second Team 

Akin Ayodele, Purdue 

Justin Kurpeikis, Penn State 
Matt Mitrione, Purdue 

John Schlect, Minnesota 
Napoleon Harris, Northwestern 
Matt Wilhelm, Ohio State 
Justin Smith, Indiana 

James Boyd, Penn State 

Mike Boss, Ohio State 

Mike Echols, Wisconsin 
Richard Newsome, Michigan State 
Preston Gruening, Minnesota 


Illinois 
Michigan State 
Indiana 
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2000 Big Ten Leaders 


PASSING EFFICIENCY 


Drew Henson, Michigan 

Matt Danielson, Northwestern 
John Navarre, Michigan 
Travis Cole, Minnesota 

Asad Abdul-Khaliq, Minnesota 
Drew Brees, Purdue 

Zak Kustok, Northwestern 

Kurt Kittner, Illinois 

Steve Bellisari, Ohio State 
Roger Knight, Wisconsin 


RUSHING 


Damien Anderson, Northwestern 
Michael Bennett, Wisconsin 
Anthony Thomas, Michigan 

TJ Duckett, Michigan State 
Antwaan Randle fl, Indiana 
Tellis Redmon, Minnesota 

Ladell Betts, lowa 

Derek Combs, Ohio State 
Montrell Lowe, Purdue 

Levron Williams, Indiana 


TOTAL OFFENSE PLAYS 
Drew Brees, Purdue 564 
Antwaan Randle El, Indiana 495 
Zak Kustok, Northwestern 480 
Drew Henson, Michigan 244 
Travis Cole, Minnesota 288 
Steve Bellisari, Ohio State 382 
Kurt Kittner, Illinois 341 
Rashard Casey, Penn State 421 


Damien Anderson, Northwestern 293 


Brooks Bollinger, Wisconsin 


333 


3 
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YDS. 1D POINTS 

1852 16 152.7 

151 l 149.9 

583 8 147.2 

1780 im 137.6 

676 7 132.9 

3393 24 132.4 

2251 18 129.7 

1982 18 128.9 

2162 13 122.6 

%6 ] 122.4 

AVG. YDSPG 

6.5 174.0 

5.4 159.8 

5.4 141.0 

5.6 123.0 

5.8 115.5 

45 102.0 

47 90.8 

5.2 86.3 

45 83.5 

7.1 82.1 
PUNTING 


Prest Gruening, Minnesota 
Kevin Stemke, Wisconsin 
Jason Baker, lowa 

J.J, Standring, Northwestern 
Steve Fitts, Illinois 

Craig Jarrett, Michigan State 
Hayden Epstein, Michigan 
David Royer, Penn State 


TOTAL DEFENSE PLAYS 
Michigan State 730 
Ohio State 790 
Purdue 730 
Penn State 883 
Minnesota 804 
Michigan 810 
Wisconsin 839 
Northwestern 837 
Illinois 861 
lowa 902 
Indiana 803 
SCORING DEFENSE 

Ohio State i 
Michigan 1 
Wisconsin 12 
Purdue VW 
Michigan State VW 
Penn State 12 
Minnesota W 
Illinois in} 
lowa 12 
Northwestern 1 
Indiana VW 
RUSHING DEFENSE CAR, 
Ohio State 396 
Purdue 403 
Michigan 425 
Wisconsin 416 
Michigan State 420 
Penn State 513 
Minnesota 468 
Northwestern 470 
Indiana 432 
lowa 521 
Illinois 538 
PASSING DEFENSE ATT. COMP. 
Michigan State 310 160 
Illinois 323, 77: 
Minnesota 336 172 
Purdue 327. 196 
Penn State 370 205 
Ohio State 394 214 
Northwestern 367 194 
Michigan 385 219 
Wisconsin 423 208 
lowa 381 216 
Indiana 371 240 


INTERCEPTIONS G NO. YDS. i) IPG 
Jamar Fletcher, Wisconsin 9 6 159 0 0.7 
Todd Howard, Michigan 1 6 1 0 0.6 
Cedric Henry, Michigan State im 5 118 0 0.5 
Dayid Mitchell, Ohio State 12 5 113 1 0.5 
Mike Echols, Wisconsin i 5 110 1 0.5 
Harol Blackmon, Nothwestern WW 5 18 0 0.5 
Stuart Schweigert, Purdue 1a 5 2 0 0.5 
Nate Clements, Ohio State 1 4 47 0 0.4 
Eugene Wilson, Illinois 11 4 22 0 0.4 
Jason Doering, Wisconsin 10 3 0 0 0.3 
SCORING 1D XP FG PTS, PTPG 
Damien Anderson, Northwestern 22 0 0 132 12.0 
Anthony Thomas, Michigan 17 0 0 102 9.3 
Dan Nystrom, Minnesota 0 31 22 97 8.8 
Dan Stultz, Ohio State 0 33 19 90 8.2 
Tim Long, Northwestern 0 48 12 84 7.6 
Vinny Sutherland, Purdue 12 0 0 72 7.2 
Antwaan Randle El, Indiana 13 (0) 0 78 7.1 
David Terrell, Michigan 13 0 0 78 7.1 
Travis Dorsch, Purdue 0 42 | 75 68 
Vital Pisetsky, Wisconsin 0 28 13 67 6.1 
NO, AVG. RECEIVING G ct. YDS. YDSPG 

46 45.2 Ron Johnson, Minnesota 1 59 1067 97.0 

65 44.8 Chris Chambers, Wisconsin 8 47 774 96.8 

74 42.5 Vinny Sutherland, Purdue 10 65 926 92.6 

64 417 David Terrell, Michigan in 63 994 90.4 

52 40.9 Kevin Kasper, lowa 12 82 1010 84.2 

62 40.8 Ken-Yon Rambo, Ohio State 11 51 729 66.3 

52 39.2 John Standeford, Purdue 11 62 677 61.5 

62 38.9 Marquise Walker, Michigan 11 45 599 54.5 

Tim Stratton, Purdue VW 56 579 52.6 

Kahlil Hill, lowa 12 58 619 51.6 


YDS, YDSPG 
3501 318.3 
3513 319.4 
3745 340.5 
4365 363.8 
4011 364.6 
4193 381.2 
4701 391.8 
4489 408.1 
4537 412.5 
5291 440.9 
5030 457.3 
PTS, AVG. 
198 18.0 
201 18.3 
245 20.4 
232 21.1 
233 21.2 
293 24.4 
280 25.5 
286 26.0 
330 27.5 
334 30.4 
427 38.8 
YDS, YDSPG 
1008 91.6 
1530 139.1 
1673 152.1 
1844 153.7 
1696 154.2 
1867 155.6 
1884 171.3 
1981 180.1 
2050 186.4 
2331 194.2 
2558 232.5 
YDS. _1D_INT. POINTS 
1805 11 12 1646 
A725 Sal lave. 
2127, 15 46 193.4 
2215 13 10 201.4 
2498 16 17 208.2 
2505 14 18 227.7 
2508 23 12 228.0 
2520 13 14 229.1 
2857. 14 20 238.1 
2960 21 9 246.7 
2980 25 4 270.9 


KICKOFF RETURNS NO, 
Ohio State 33 
lowa 50 
Michigan State 37 
Penn State 42 
Purdue 37 
Indiana 62 
Northwestern 46 
Wisconsin 38 
Minnesota 35 
Illinois 45 
Michigan 32 
PUNT RETURNS NO, 
Minnesota 34 
Ohio State 37 
Illinois 22 
Michigan 33 
Northwestern 20 
Wisconsin 22 
Purdue 23 
lowa 23 
Indiana 14 
Michigan State 29 
Penn State 28 
NET PUNTING NO. AVG. 
Wisconsin 65 448 
Minnesota 47 44.3 
lowa 74 42.5 
Michigan State 63 0.1 
Northwestern 64 41,7 
Ohio State 56 38.5 
Illinois 55 39.9 
Michigan 54 39.2 
Penn State 64 37.7 
Purdue 41 38.5 
Indiana 4) 33.0 
TURNOVERS 

Northwestern 13 12 
Michigan 12 14 
Ohio State 10 18 
Wisconsin 7 20 
Penn State CA A 
Minnesota 13 6 
Purdue 9 10 
Illinois 8 12 
lowa ey Ye) 
Michigan State 6 12 
Indiana 10 4 


31.7 
26.2 


+FUM, INT, TOTAL -FUM, INT. TOTAL GAME 
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TOTAL OFFENSE PLAYS 
Northwestern 911 
Purdue 904 
Michigan 800 
Indiana 803 
Minnesota 805 
Illinois 796 
Ohio State 782 
Michigan State 798 
Wisconsin 836 
Penn State 805 
lowa 808 
SCORING OFFENSE G 
Northwestern 11 
Michigan 11 
Purdue 1] 
Minnesota 1 
Indiana 1 
Ohio State 11 
Illinois VW 
Wisconsin 12 
Penn State 12 
Michigan State YW 
lowa 12 
RUSHING OFFENSE CAR, 
Indiana 505 
Northwestern 565 
Michigan 500 
Wisconsin 573 
Minnesota 483 
Michigan State 478 
Illinois 435 
Ohio State 477 
Purdue 415 
Penn State 450 
lowa 404 
PASSING OFFENSE ATT. 
Purdue 489 
Minnesota 322 
Michigan 300 
Northwestern 346 
Illinois 361 
lowa 404 
Ohio State 305 
Michigan State 320 
Penn State 355 
Indiana 298 
Wisconsin 263 
2001 


PHOTO BY JOHN BIEVER/SICONSMI 


amien Anderson loves his dog, Lady. She used to stay 
with him at school, but now lives with his father. 
Her name belies her attitude. 

Lady is a pit bull. 

“| always thought | was the type of athlete the pit bull signi- 
fies,” said Anderson, a Northwestern senior running back and the 
nation’s leading returning rusher. “They’re short in stature, but 
they’re all about business. 

“They're sleek, muscled. I’m not talking about fighting. But 
look in their face and they look at you like they want to get some- 
thing done. That’s my mentality in sports.” 

When he has the ball, defenders don’t usually get a good 
look at Anderson’s face. It’s often his back that they see when he 
breaks away in Northwestern's spread offense. 

But even if one can’t tell by looking at him, Anderson is all 
about business this season as the returning player with the most 
Heisman Trophy votes in 2000. He finished fifth. 

This season sets up well for Anderson. The Wildcats have a 
friendly schedule. 

They don’t play Michigan or Wisconsin, and the non-confer- 
ence games are against UNLV, Navy and Duke. All five starters 
return on the offensive line, including three fifth-year seniors, 

But for all of that, Anderson, who has his degree and will 
compete as a graduate student this season, looked seriously at 
the idea of bolting to the NFL. If a consensus had emerged 
among scouts on his potential, Anderson said his choice would 
have been easy. 

But the word he received from the NFL is that he would be 
taken somewhere between the first and fourth rounds. The low 
end of that range isn’t at all what he has in mind. 

And finishing his college career with a 66-17 loss to Nebraska 
in the Alamo Bowl isn’t what he had in mind, either. 

“He was part of that (redshirt) freshman class that didn’t win 
a Big Ten game (in 1998),” Northwestern coach Randy Walker 
said. “Then they went through a coaching change, and that’s 
never a pleasant thing, especially when I’m the guy that showed 
up. They've been through a lot together.” 

Anderson is from Wilmington High School in Wilmington, Ill., 
a small town south of Chicago. He visited heavyweights, includ- 
ing Notre Dame and Nebraska, before picking Northwestern. 

Anderson's high school junior year was Northwestern’s Rose 
Bowl season. “We called ourselves the ‘Little Town Northwest- 
ern,’” Anderson said. “Our nickname was the Wildcats. | could 
definitely relate to the whole Northwestern scene.” 

In Anderson’s first two seasons after a redshirt year, North- 
western won a total of one Big Ten game. 

Former Wildcats coach Gary Barnett finally left for Colorado 
after Anderson's second season on campus and first playing. 

“He was a pretty big factor in me coming here,” Anderson said. 
“He came in, sweet-talked my mom, sweet-talked my dad. | wanted 
what they had at the time — the Rose Bowl, the Citrus Bowl.” 

What Anderson got was sharing time with another back, and 
he acknowledged acrimony between himself and the coach. 

“At the time, | wasn’t as productive as | thought | could be,” 
Anderson said. “We had a lot of problems.” 

But Anderson defended Barnett’s decision to return home to 
Colorado. Besides, Walker seemed a better fit for him. 

What's more, his teams had 18 players rush for 1,000 yards. 
Two years ago, Anderson became No. 19. 

“Coach Walker, he’s like a second dad to Damien,” Boysen 
Anderson, Damien's first dad, has said. 


Under Walker, Anderson became second-team All-Big Ten as 
a sophomore as voted by the media. He rushed for 1,128 yards. 

At 5-11, 204 pounds, Anderson won't run over many 
defenders. But his numbers show (he has 3,579 yards in his 
career, needing 215 to break Darnell Autry’s school record) that 
he finds a way to get the job done. 

Walker would like to see him add another element to his 
game — pass receiving. Anderson caught 19 passes last season. 

“I've told him he needs to be better in the passing game, just 
for his own benefit,” Walker said. “He wants to play at the next 
level, and he should be a good NFL player, but the thing he can 


Year G At Yd 
1998 12 164 537 3.3 
1999 i 306)" 4728 3.7 


2000 lis 7293 1914 
Career 34 763 3579 4.7 


s Avg 


really improve on is his skill in the passing game.” 

Anderson sought out advice from former Northwestern line- 
backer Barry Gardner of the Philadelphia Eagles and Eagles quar- 
terback Donovan McNabb. Anderson's father has been a union 
negotiator, so no professional agent promising a pot of gold 
would faze him. 

“They made a well-informed, good decision,” Walker said. 
“They weighed a lot of things. They were not going to be bam- 
boozled or sold a bill of goods,” 

But for all the sophistication his family brought to the process 
of weighing Damien's career options, Anderson retains a small- 
town attitude. 

“He's a low-key guy,” quarterback Zak Kustok said. “He’s not 
arrogant. He grew up in Wilmington. It’s not a big city. He’s a 
down-to-earth guy, somebody you want to be friends with if he’s 
a superstar on the field or just a normal guy.” 

During the team’s second practice of spring drills, on a cold 
early evening near Lake Michigan, Walker made sure everyone 
on the field knew Anderson is a normal guy. 

“We ran extra sprints tonight, and he was one of the reasons 
we did it,” Walker said. “I made sure | called him out. | told him, 
‘You're going to be under a microscope more than anybody, and 
I'm going to hold you to a higher standard. It isn’t fair and isn’t 
right, but you're in a different plane.’ 

“A couple times | didn’t see him sprint off the field. That’s 
what we want. Not jogging — sprinting. And he didn’t do it. 
He’s one of the reasons they ran. Not him alone. But he doesn’t 
get excluded, like we didn’t see it. In fact, we're going to see it 
more.” 

And the nation will see more of Anderson, starting with the 
season opener at UNLV, which was moved to a Thursday night 
because of national television. Such are the perks that come with 
having a Heisman candidate on the team. 

“I'm positive about his ability to deal with it,” Walker said. 
“He's a mature kid. He has his head on straight. His values are in 
the right place. 

“Every tailback I’ve been around has a big ego. They all think 
they're pretty good, and he thinks he’s pretty good, like he 
should. But | think he’s going to handle this the right way.” i 
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How Did Oklahoma 
Win the National Title? 
Hint: Start with 

the Coach 


say — that epitomized Oklahoma's national 
championship season. 

Impossible. Might as well try to boil down the New 

Testament into Cliff Notes ... or shush Eminem. 
Imagine Roseanne Barr stuffed into a thong — or 
maybe not. 
The point is that Oklahoma’s rise back to No. 1 
was about so many things that it’s hard to get a han- 
dle on it all. The U.S. Tax Code is easier to understand 
than how the Sooners won their seventh national 
championship. 
Heck, half the time, it wasn’t even about plays: 

— It was the athletic director who grew up in Ft. 
Lauderdale as a house boy for Jackie Gleason making a 
triumphant return to his hometown for a run at the 

national championship. 

— It was Barry Switzer becoming the patron saint of the 
sidelines of the program he once ruled. 

— It was the big-play linebacker Torrance Marshall, whose 
career was dead five years ago when he got thrown out of a 
military junior college in Boonville, Mo. 

— It was about a quarterback who had a tired 
arm, coming through time and again. 
Truth be told, it was a whole lot about the 
discredited former coach John Blake, who 
recruited the core of Oklahoma's players, 
but couldn't coach them out of a closet. 
One thing? Forget it. 
One play? Sheesh, Quentin Grif- 
fin had six runs that might serve 
as a conversation starter on the 
subject. All for touchdowns. In 
one game. Against Texas. 
But if you insist, there is 
one instant that offers a 
small glimpse inside the 
Zen of these Sooners. 
— Oct. 28 in Nor- 
man. The Game of the 
21st Century. No. 3 
Oklahoma vs. No. 1 
Nebraska. The good 
old days were now. 
The game between 
the two old rivals 
finally meant some- 
thing again. 
Oklahoma fell 
behind early 14-0. 
The scrawny left- 
handed quarterback 


Y= want one play. One play — or one thing, you 
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from Aberdeen, S.D., dropped back to throw a 
35-yard pass into a gusting wind, off the wrong foot while 
backpedaling in the face of a Nebraska blitz. 

Touchdown, Josh Heupel. Gaping mouths, Huskers. 

“There's a feel to that,” Oklahoma coach Bob Stoops said 
after being asked how his quarterback could clo everything wrong 
and still succeed. “The kid is blessed. Whatever he does works. 

“You can’t say it’s lucky.” 

The blueprint for Oklahoma success didn’t go by the book. 
The short answer is that the Sooners succeeded because of 
Heupel, runnerup for Heisman Trophy 2000, but that would be 
selling short this weird, wacky story. 

The locals call it Sooner Magic. It was a term coined by Switzer 
in the 1970s and 1980s when Oklahoma made a habit of coming 
from behind against Nebraska. Switzer believed that some piece of 
fortune would come his way against the Cornhuskers. 

In 2000, the whole country was victim to Sooners’ fairy dust. 

But the current edition of Sooner magic actually goes back to 
1998. Having whiffed with Howard Schnellenberger and Blake, 
Oklahoma couldn't afford strike three. 

Athletic director Joe Castiglione talked Oklahoma president 
David Boren into dispensing with usual search-committee proto- 
col. Castiglione wanted a search committee of one — himself. 

Stoops was quickly targeted. He was young (38), smart and 
already had coached the defense of a national championship 
team with Florida in 1996. 

Stoops took Blake’s players following the worst three-year 
period in Oklahoma history and within two years won a national 
championship. 

Quietly, Stoops assembled an all-star cast of coaches. Steve 
Spurrier, Jr., coached the receivers. Coordinators Mark Mangino 
took over for Mike Leach (who became head coach at Texas 
Tech). Brother Mike Stoops, already a budding star at Kansas 
State, took the defense. 

“The Oklahoma turnaround was coaching,” South Carolina 
coach Lou Holtz said. 

“You watch them block, you watch them tackle, you watch 
them excel in every phase of the kicking game. The assistant 
coach is more important than a good athlete. A good assistant 
coach will take a poor athlete and make him decent, make 
a decent one good, and make a good one great.” 

Heupel falls into the last category. The unassuming 22-year- 
old wasn't the most gifted quarterback to ever win a national 
championship but he might have been the most determined. The 
throw could be side-arm, the scrambles were impromptu. Any- 
thing to keep from getting sacked. Anything to get a first down. 

“It was incredible,” Nebraska end Kyle Vanden Bosch said 
after watching Heupel throw the unlikely touchdown. “I don’t 
know if we've ever played a quarterback that good.” 

In many ways Oklahoma lucked into Heupel. He had gone to 
Weber State, but soon junked that idea to go to Snow Junior Col- 
lege where he became an All-American even though he played 
only the first half of games. 

Griffin was a similar find. He was a last-minute signee from 
Aldine, Texas. In addition to those half-dozen touchdowns 
against the Longhorns, Griffin scored on a run for the ages, 

10 yards for the clinching touchdown against Florida State in the 
Orange Bowl. 

Marshall spent two years at Kemper Military Academy in 
Boonville. He survived expulsion to become the only All-Ameri- 
can in the school’s history. The program didn’t survive, dropping 
football after Marshall left. Still lacking graces, it was back home 
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for Marshall to Miami-Dade Community College, a school without 
a football program. 

Talk about dumb luck. Oklahoma wouldn’t have known about 
Marshall, the Orange Bowl MVP, had not his counselor at Miami- 
Dade called an old friend on the Oklahoma staff. Dr. Nick Adamo 
had played high school football in New Castle, Penn., for the son 
of Sooners’ offensive coordinator Mark Mangino. 

“Mark didn't even know him,” Adamo said of Marshall, “and 
didn’t have any scholarships left. Torrance got some film ... sent 
it to him. Mark called him back within 24 hours. He said, ‘Boy, 
we'd like to have this kid.’ It was all luck really.” 

One play? How do you exclude Marshall's clutch interception 
return for a score to beat Texas A&M? It came after linebackers 
coach Brent Venables threatened to cut Marshall's playing time if 
he didn’t start covering A&M's “banana route” in practice. 

When Aggie quarterback Mark Farris dropped back to throw 
in the fourth quarter, Marshall recognized the banana route, 
stepped in front of the receiver and ran 41 of the sweetest yards 
an Oklahoma linebacker has ever run. 

Luck? That wasn’t luck. That was coaching. 

The way things fell into place was almost eerie and totally 
enjoyable. One play? Stoops didn’t make the staff watch any plays 
on film on Wednesday nights. That night was reserved for the staff 
and their families to mingle together at the football offices. Assis- 
tants weren't required in the office until 9 a.m. The extra time, 
Stoops noted, could be used to drive the kids to school. 

Stoops found a tradition-rich but aimless program, and made 
it his own. There was talent, but in 1998, Blake had used three 
different offenses and even more quarterbacks. 

Andre Woolfolk was typical of the depth-chart mess. Wool- 
folk was recruited by Blake out of Denver as a defensive back. 

He played scout team wide receiver as a redshirt in 1998, but 
was listed on the defensive depth chart. 

“I didn’t know what was going to happen,” Woolfolk said. 

“| was already buried on the depth chart on defense. When | saw 
the passing offense, | saw a chance to move over to receiver. 
I'd never been coached at receiver until they came in.” 

Last season Woolfolk was third-team All-Big 12, catching 39 
passes. He made what was arguably the biggest catch of the sea- 
son against Nebraska. While on his back, he caught a tipped pass 
that set up a touchdown. 

All-American defensive back J.T. Thatcher had been a running 
back, punt returner and part-time defender before 2000. In the 
championship season, he flourished with eight interceptions and 
two punt returns for touchdowns. He won the Mosi Tatupu 
Award as Special Teams Player of the Year. 

Offensive tackle Frank Romero railed at being switched from 
defensive end by Stoops after 1998. He had been recruited as the 
third-best defensive lineman in the Big 12 region out of Moore 
(Okla.) High School. 

“At first it was the most frustrating thing to deal with in foot- 
ball,” Romero said. “It turned out to be the best thing that hap- 
pened to me.” 

The All-Big 12 tackle dominated Florida State star defensive 
end Jamal Reynolds in the Orange Bowl. 

Stoops put it all together ... and could do it again. 

Heupel is gone, but the difference from him to the new quar- 
terback requires only the shift of a few consonants. Nate Hybl, a 
transfer from Georgia, will lead 14 returning starters this fall. 

In other words, get ready. It won't be easy but it will be fun. 
One play? 

Roseanne looks gross in a thong, anyway. 
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J. Duckett sees nine defenders in his sleep, creeping, creep- 
ing ever closer to the line of scrimmage. “I still feel them 
around me,” says Michigan State’s junior running back, cov- 

ering his eyes with his hand as if to blind the memories from last 

year. 

“Nine in the box, a person in every gap, a person in each 
hole. And the safeties are right there. They're like, ‘Come here. 
We know you're getting the ball, and you don’t know where 
you're going to go.’ 

“You just have to try to make something happen.” 

As the Spartans’ aerial attack malfunctioned on most of its 
strikes, Duckett’s running room narrowed and his body swelled 
with bruises from his weekly bashes against nine new tacklers. 

Through five games of his sophomore season, Duckett had 
rushed for 810 yards on 144 carries. But his confrontational run- 
ning style and drive to break through that defensive wall started 
to slow him down. 

He was weary, wanting — needing — some reprieve. 

“I love to hit people,” Duckett said. "It's completely different 
if you're playing defense because the whole object is to hit some- 
body as hard as possible to bring them down. But if you can hit 
them as hard as you can and you're still running, oh, | love that.” 

By the eighth game of Duckett's 1,353-yard season, the pun- 
ishment was so debilitating that he only carried one time for two 
yards against Illinois. The very brief outing ultimately shrunk his 
average per game to 123, still 1 1th-best in the nation. 

Not bad for a guy playing with an assortment of ailments for 
most of the second half of the season — hip, ankle, and most 
notably a sprained shoulder. 

The 6-1, 252-pounder from Kalamazoo, Mich., should sur- 
pass last season’s totals with more skill surrounding him this sea- 
son. 

Highly-touted wide receiver Charles Rogers will play after sit- 
ting out his freshman season for academic reasons. His presence 
should at least remove a safety from a gap. 

Sophomore quarterback Jeff Smoker is improved and 
immersed in heated competition with senior Ryan Van Dyke for 
the starting job. No matter who wins the job, or even if they 
share it, their daily trials should make the Spartans’ passing game 
better than its 10 touchdowns and 196 yards per game from a 
year ago. 

“T.J. should reap the benefits of a much better offense,” 
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Michigan State coach 
Bobby Williams said. 
“He had a very good 
season last year and 
is still getting 
better.” 

The bad news is 
that although the 
Spartans return two 
veteran tight ends 
(including All-Ameri- 
can candidate Chris 
Baker) and senior 
wide receiver Herb 
Haygood, they lose 
four starting offen- 
sive linemen. 

In the winter, Duckett and offensive line coach Jeff Stoutland 
could tell from weightlifting sessions and early morning runs that 
the new group was starting to fuse together. 

“Most of the guys played last year because we had so many 
injuries to our offensive line,” Stoutland said. “And T.}. is adapt- 
able, He'll have no problem adjusting.” 

No matter who is around him, Duckett is the most intriguing 
big back in the nation. His combination of size and speed (in the 
4.4-4.5 range) is rare. His upside is off the charts. 

“I don’t think I've ever seen somebody that big run that fast, 
Wisconsin cornerback Mike Echols once said. 

At times, Duckett can carry a nine-man front with him. 
“You're going to have to deal with me bruising,” Duckett 
said. “I’ve got my style, and I like my style. And if you don’t like 

contact, switch sports.” 

Playing in a conventional offense, with defenses always sell- 
ing out to stop the run, didn’t prevent Wisconsin’s Ron Dayne 
from becoming the NCAA major college career rushing leader 
and winning the 1999 Heisman Trophy ... and two Rose Bowls. 

Maybe Duckett can do that, too. 

To get to that level, not only will he have to play great, his 
team will have to be great — and that is what occupies his mind. 

With a 10-2 season as a freshman, Duckett had a taste of the 
big time. And the winning ways continued when the Spartans 
jumped out to a 3-0 start in 2000. Then the Big Ten season 
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began, and Michigan State stumbled to a 5-6 disappointment. 

“I’m just excited to start playing again,” Duckett said. 

“All | hear about nowadays is our record from last season. 
We've got to change that. Losing is a lot different from winning, 
and I really don’t like it.” 

It's good for Michigan State that it has tailback depth in Little 
John Flowers and Tyrell Dortch. Having those guys around means 
that Duckett shouldn’t have to carry 35 times a game — and 
might not get the requisite huge numbers necessary for major 
postseason honors — but that would allow him to shake off some 
bumps and bruises and stay stronger through a full season. 

Not too long ago, Duckett was dishing out those kind of hits. 

Considered the top defensive prep player in the country, he 
was recruited by then-coach Nick Saban to play linebacker. But he 
was so good on offense as a freshman — he had 159 yards and 
four scores in the season-finale against Penn State — the Spartans 
knew they could build an offense around him. 

As for being on the receiving end of all those hits ... well, 
Duckett can handle pain. 

Just after Saban left Michigan State for LSU before the 2000 
Citrus Bowl, Duckett got his tongue pierced. He allowed the 
piercer to clamp his tongue, pull it out, place a cork underneath 
the center and stab a needle — a needle longer than your hand 
— through the tongue. 


Rk. Player Yards Rk. 
1. Lorenzo White (1984-87) 4,887 1 
2. Tico Duckett (1989-92) 4,212 7), 
3. Blake Ezor (1986-89) 3,749 3 
4. Sedrick Irvin (1996-98) 3,504 
5. Duane Goulbourne (1992-96) 2,848 5 
6. Steve Smith (1977-80) 2,676 6 
7. Eric Allen (1969-71) 2,654 he 
8. Marc Renaud (1994-95, 97) 2,331 8 
9. Levi Jackson (1973-76) 2,287 9. 

10. Rich Baes (1973-76) 2,234 10. 

11. Lynn Chandnois (1946-49) 2,093 11. 


WOU Ee 


BY DREW CHABOT 


So, while media members conducted interviews about 
Saban’s sudden departure, Duckett could barely speak ... or con- 
trol the drooling. 

Now, he talks with a small, silver stud shifting around in his 
mouth, reflecting the pain he intentionally endured. 

What he most wants is to be a champion, doing something 
his brother Tico never did in his three seasons as a star running 
back at MSU — get to the Rose Bowl. 

The Spartans showed flashes of brilliance last November, 
swamping ninth-ranked and eventual Big Ten champion Purdue 
30-10 in their home finale. Duckett ran for 174 yards and a score. 

The Spartans’ big back should be in the mix for Big Ten Player 
of the Year honors. 

Duckett’s main rival for Big Ten honors is likely to come from 
Northwestern’s Damien Anderson, a decidedly different style of 
runner in a decidedly different scheme. 

Anderson (a speedy 5-11, 204) gets a chance to play in an 
offense that routinely uses four receivers. So, the only nine-man 
fronts he ever sees is on the goal line ... maybe. 

With Rogers joining the team and with Williams adding big, 
tall receivers through recruiting, the coach said in the spring that 
maybe the Spartans, too, would show some elements of a spread 
offense in 2001. 

Say goodbye to those nine-man fronts, T.J. 


Player Att. Yards Avg. TDs 
. Damien Anderson, Northwestern 263 1,914 6.53 22 
Michael Bennett, Wisconsin 294 1,598 544 10 
. Anthony Thomas, Michigan 287 15551; S405 16 
. Antwaan Randle El, Indiana 218) 1-270) 45183 813 
. Tellis Redmon, Minnesota 251 1,121. 4:47 6 
Ladell Betts, lowa 233 1,090 4.68 5 
. Montrell Lowe, Purdue 206 919 4,46 6 
Derek Combs, Ohio State 167 863 5.17 5 
Levron Williams, Indiana 116 821 7.08 10 
Antoineo Harris, Illinois 192 772 4.02 7 
. Eric McCoo, Penn State 140 692 4.94 5 
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son and a disappointing one in col- 
lege football is razor thin. 

Just ask the Fighting Illini, who 
enjoyed a 7-4 regular season in 1999 
thanks to a 2-1 record in games decided 
by less than seven points. Ranked No. 25 


T: margin between a successful sea- 


ILLINOIS 


FIGHTING 


some huge strides this fall.” 

Whether Illinois has the talent to do 
that, time will tell — particularly on 
defense. With seven starters, led by quar- 
terback Kurt Kittner, back on a productive 
offense, Illinois will score enough points 
to win. The six starters that return from a 


ILLINI 


lacked last season: The confidence to win. 

The word “disappointing” has been 
used so much in downstate Illinois this 
offseason, you would think their nickname 
was the Disappointing Illini, rather than 
the Fighting Illini. That’s a situation Turner 
is determined to change. 


Illini Fighting To Avenge Narrow Losses 


in the 2000 preseason, they began 3-0 
and moved to No. 19 in the the media 
poll. 

Then reality set in. Leading Michigan 
31-21 in the fourth quarter, Illinois col- 
lapsed and lost 35-31. The Illini went 2-3 
in games decided by seven points or less, 
and 2-4 counting a 39-25 loss at Penn 
State in which they were knocking on the 
door in the fourth quarter. 

If they hold on in any of those four 
close losses, they have a winning season. 
Pull out two of them, and they have 
another 7-4 campaign and everyone says 
they are moving right along. 

But they didn’t pull them out. As a 
result, they were flops. 

The Michigan loss, in which Big Ten 
Officials later apologized for two blown 
fumble calls that went against Illinois, was 
especially crushing. 

But the pattern of losing close wasn't 
simply luck. It was the sign of a team that 
lacked the difference-making talent to get 
the job done when it counted most. Good 
teams win close games; other teams 
don't. And the painful truth is, Illinois sim- 
ply didn’t have enough talented players 
to succeed. Developing players capable of 
winning when the game is on the line will 
be the top priority when the Illini try to 
get back on the right track this fall. 

“We're really hungry and anxious to 
prove (1999) was not a fluke, and that last 
year was a fluke,” said coach Ron Turner. 
“We all believe we have the ability to take 


IN ‘99, THE RUNNING BACK TANDEM OF 
ROCKY HARVEY (LEFT) AND STEVE HAVARD 
COMBINED FOR 17 RUSHING TOUCHDOWNS. 
PHOTO BY TOMASSO DEROSA/TDS! 


porous defense are another matter. 

Wrenching as the losses were, they 
were what you would expect from a 
defense that ranked 113th out of 114 
Division I-A teams against the run. 

Just how costly the losses were 
became evident after the season, when 
Turner fired defensive coordinator Tim 
Kish and two other defensive assistants. 
Replacing Kish is Mike Cassity, who 
headed up an effective, aggressive 
defense at Oklahoma State. 

However, the biggest addition this 
season figures to be someone who was at 
Illinois all along. Brandon Lloyd, a swift 
wideout who emerged as a star of the 
1999 team, is expected to return with 
a flourish after sitting out last fall due to 
a freak offseason broken leg. 

With Lloyd catching the deep balls 
that were missing last fall, Illinois also 
hopes to rediscover another element it 


2000: 5-6 overall, 2-6 Big Ten (T-9th} 
| COACH: Ron Turner —At Illinois: 16-29, 
| 4 years; Overall: 23-33, 5 years 
| RETURNING STARTERS: 15; 7 offense, 
6 defense, kicker, punter 
PLAYERS TO WATCH: 08 Kurt Kittner, 
} RB Rocky Harvey, WR Brandon Lloyd, 
LB Jerry Schumacher, CB Eugene Wilson, 
SSBobbyJackson 
PRIMARY STRENGTH: Kittner directs a 
passing game that could regain its 1999 
excellence if Lloyd, who missed last sea- 
son with a broken leg, returns to provide 


“We were disappointed about going 
5-6. We had six games that came down 
to the last few minutes and we only found 
a way to win two of them,” Turner said. 
“We have to find a way to win those close 
games down the stretch. So much of that 
to me is mental, believing you're going to 
find a way to get it done. We have to 
regain that swagger.” 

No question, mental toughness is 
important. And bringing in new defensive 
coaches also could help. 

But in Illinois’ case, the key will be to 
find more players with the physical talent 
to back things up. 

The offense has the potential to be as 
effective as it was in 1999, when it scored 
a school-record 32.3 points a game. 

Kittner, a senior who could be the 
best quarterback in the Big Ten, remains 
an old-fashioned drop-back-and-gun-it 


the deep threat Illinois lacked last season. 
POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: New defen- 
sive coordinator Mike Casssity, who likes 
an attacking scheme, must mold a front 
seven that was pushed around last fall. 
OVERVIEW: Illinois has capable players, 


but is short on difference makers on both 
sides of the ball. In an increasingly deep 
Big Ten, some youngsters will have to 
step up if the Illini is to bounce back and 
Post their second winning campaign in 
three seasons. 
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GHTINGALLINIPREGRUITING 


Name / Position Size HOMETOWN HiGH ScHoot / CouEGe Name / Posmon Size HOMETOWN Hick ScHoot / CouEcE 
COOPER, James DB 5-11, 185 South Holland Thornton Township | MATHA, Ryan DT 6-1, 250 Dixon Dixon 
All-Area @ Helped team to state playoffs as a senior # As a junior, had 27 tackles and one interception. | | Three-year All-Conference @ Area Player of the Year @ As a senior, had 68 solo tackles, eight sacks, one inter- 
ception, nine fumbles recovered, five fumbles caused and six kicks blocked @ Three-year letterman in football @ 
DAVENPORT, Sedrick DB 6-0, 175 Bolingbrook Bolingbrook Also lettered in track and wrestling. 
SuperPrep All-Midwest Region @ All-State Two-time All-Conference As a senior, had 70 tackles and three | 
interceptions @ Had 1,000 yards receiving @ Returned two kickoffs for 90 yards. | MOORE, Chuck DB 6-4, 200 Elk Grove Elk Grove 
SuperPrep All-American @ Street & Smith All-American @ Played safety and quarterback as a senior @ Had 
DLUGOLECKI, Matt 8 6-5, 220 Coto De Caza, CA Sonta Margarita | 400 yards passing, 600 yards rushing and one reception # Had 24 tackles, two interceptions and six passes 
| SuperPrep All-Far West Region @ Long Beach Press-Telegram Best of the West @ All-Conference @ League | broken up @ Three-year letterman. 
Offensive Player of the Year @ Had 1,307 yards passing and 17 touchdowns as a senior @ Three-year letter- 
man in football @ Also lettered in baseball and basketball. | NEEDHAM, Rob OL 6-6, 305 Aslington Heights Rolling Meadows 
| SuperPrep All-Midwest Region @ All-State @ All-Conference @ As a senior, graded 95 percent on blocking 
FLISAKOWSKI, CoryFB 6-2, 215 Stevens Point, WI Stevens Point Senior Area assignments @ Graded 90 percent on blocking assignments as a junior @ Three-year letterman in football and 
All-State @ Three-time All-Conference @ As a senior, had 1,047 yards rushing and 10 touchdowns @ Had | | track. 
1,959 yards rushing and 21 touchdowns as a junior # Averaged seven yards per carry for career. | | 
| | NORMAN, TW. |B 6-3, 240 Stockton, MO Stockton 
GORANSON, Jim LB 6-4, 220 Elk Grove Elk Grove | | USA Today honorable mention All-American @ SuperPrep All-American # All-State # Two-time All-Conference 
Enrolled in January  SuperPrep All-Midwest Region All-State @ Had 101 tackles, eight sacks and three inter- at linebacker, running back and punter Had 141 taddles, five sacks ond three interceptions as a senior # Hod 
ceptions as a senior @ Three-year letterman in track, a in one gome @ Had two 20:plus tockle games in career @ Four-year letterman in foot 
ball and basketball. 
HANTON, Jomie DT 64, 290 Corona, CA Chaffey College 
Second-team All-Conference @ As a sophomore, had 45 tackles and six quarterback sacks @ Also lettered in | SCHAEFERING, Bricn |B 6-5, 210 St. Louis, MO Hazelwood East 
football and track in high school. SuperPrep All-Midwest Region @ All-State @ Two-time All-Conference @ As a senior, had 130 tackles, seven 
| | sacks and two interceptions @ Had 22 solo tackles in one game @ Averaged 46.93 yards per punt # Had 60 
IVY, Mario DE 6-3, 225 Edwardsville Ellsworth JC tackles and six punts blocked as a junior @ Three-year letterman. 
All-Region @ All-Conference @ Conference Defensive Most Valuable Player # Second-team prep All-State  All- 
Conference # St. Louis Post-Dispatch All-Area, SCHNETIGOECKE, Kyle OL 6-4, 252 St. Louis, MO Chaminade College Prep 
SuperPrep All-Midwest Region @ Three-time All-Conference # Two-time All-Metro @ Three-year letterman in 
JONES, Abe RB 5-11, 179 Rolling Meadows Rolling Meadows football Also lettered in basketball and trock. 
SuperPrep All-Midwest Region @ Two-time All-Conference @ Had 1,100 yards rushing as o senior @ As a 
junior, had 2,280 yards rushing and 30 touchdowns @ Four-year letterman in track. SINCLAIR, Mat LB 6-3, 225 St. Louis, MO St. Louis University High 
] USA Today honorable mention All-American @ PreoStar All-American @ SuperPrep Midwest Defensive Player 
JONES, Kendrick WR 6-3, 170 East St, Louis East St. Louis of the Year @ Had 121 solo tackles, 14 assists, two fumbles recovered and two interceptions as a senior # Aver- 
| St. Louis PosDispatch All-Metro # As a senior, had 27 receptions for 739 yards, including one 99-yarder for | aged 12 tackles per game @ Had 25 receptions for 530 yards as tight end @ Three-year letterman in football 
touchdown @ Retumed 90-yard kickoff for touchdown @ Two-year letterman in football and basketball. 
| JORDAN, Toman DB 5-11, 180 Tempe, AZ Marcos De Niza | VIRGIL, Morris RB 5-10, 185 Urbona Urbana 
All-State @ Had 18 solo fockles, three interceptions and one fumble caused as a senior # Hod 27 receptions for | USA Today honorable mention All-American All-State @ All-Conference @ As a senior, had 1,585 yards 
564 yards and 15 touchdowns @ Averaged 25 yards per kickoff return @ Three-year letterman. rushing and 29 touchdowns @ Three-year letterman in football Four-year letterman in track. 
KLECKNER, Kyle D8 6-0, 185 Downers Grove Downers Grove North WEATHERFORD, Steve PK 6-4, 205 Terre Haute, IN Terre Haute North 
All-State @ All-Area @ Conference Player of the Year @ As a senior, had 850 yards rushing and 1,032 yards Two-time All-State # Made 55-yard field goal and seven others over 40 yards @ Made 37 of 40 extra point 
passing @ Had 10 receptions for 186 yards @ Three-year letterman in football . | attempts # Averaged 45.4 yards per punt @ Had two interceptions, including one returned for touchdown, as | 
| strong safety @ Three-time All-State in track Three-time All-County in soccer. | 
MASON, Antonio LB 6-0, 240 St. Louis, MO Pattonville | 
St. Louis Post-Dispatch All-Metro # All-State @ All-Conference @ Helped team fo state championship game | WILLIAMS, Lionel DL 65, 240 Addison Addison Trail 
Had 128 solo tackles and 67 assists as a senior @ As a junior, had 38 solo tackles, 28 assists, one interception | SuperPrep All-American @ Two-time All-State @ As a senior, had 80 tackles and 25 sacks # Four-year 
and three fumbles recovered, | | letterman. 
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RESULTS INDIVIDUAL STATS SCHEDULE 


(5-6, 2-6) PASSING Sept. 1 at California 
: NAME Att Comp Yarpos Pct TD Int - 
35 Middle Tennessee 6 |Kittner  297—«'173'=«1982 58.2 18 8 Sept. 8 — Northern Illinois 
> | | Ward Vy Sun wLeee) o7TeD bane =— 
| 49 — San Diego State Say y eP (oan amen 
17 California 15 | YaRDs ie ar 
3 Sept. 22. at Michigan 
31. Michigan 35 
10M ; mv | Oct. 6 Minnesota 
innesota : == 
31 lowa 0) RECEIVING Oct. ] 3 at Indiana 
Yarps AVG 4 . 
| 25 Penn State 39 Lewis 40 544136 «55s Oct. 20 Wisconsin 
Cook 34 2sn 64 sGeat |) || 
10 ~~ Michigan State 14 Mnochowd 30 SE A eer | Nov. 3. at Purdue 
5 Young 7 403. 149 57. +O = 
A2 Ind 35 
2] Ohio State 24 Tacktes: Franklin 109; Schumacher 104; Abdullah 90. Nov. 17 at Ohio State | 
|| INTERCEPTIONS: Wilson 4; Jackson 2; Franklin 1. s 
23 Northwestern 61 QB Sacks: Wakefield 9; Washington 8; Moore 3. | | Nov. 22 Northwestern 


—. | Tacktes For Loss: Wakefield 21; Washington 16. 


118 Linpy’s Footsau ANNUALS 2001 


ANGE 


KURT KITTNER REMAINS A DROP-BACK-AND-GUN-IT 
QUARTERBACK WITH A GOOD FEEL FOR 
WHERE HIS RECEIVERS ARE GOING TO BE. 


PHOTO BY STEVE SWOPE 


terback Walter Young 
did a lot of nice things 
at receiver. But they 
didn’t have the separa- 
tion speed that allowed 
Illinois to pull out 
games. 

Scoring dropped 
from 32.3 points a 
game to 26.7 points a 
game. For a team like 
Illinois, those 5.6 points 
were the difference 
between a joyous bowIl- 
trip season and grind- 
your-teeth 
disappointment. 

That’s especially true 
at Illinois because until it 
proves otherwise, the 
defense will have its 
hands full, particularly 
against the bruising run- 
ning games it will 
encounter in Big Ten 
play. 

The Illini (232.5 yards 
a game) allowed nearly 
30 more rushing yards 
than Northwestern, the 
next-worst run defense 
in the conference, and 


thrower with a strong arm and a good feel 
for where his receivers are going to be. 

If Lloyd, who finished third in the Big Ten 
in the high jump and the 60-meter hur- 
dles, can pick up where he left off in 
1999, when he caught 30 passes for 511 
yards, Kittner figures he also has a chance 
to look like the unflappable quarterback 
who threw for 24 touchdowns and five 
interceptions in 1999, rather than the QB 
who threw 18 TDs and eight picks in 2000. 

“I've heard a lot of people say he did- 
n't have the year last year that he had the 
year before,” Turner said. “But after look- 
ing at the film, you have a different point 
of view. He played as well as he did the 
year before. But he didn’t have Brandon 
Lloyd, the home run threat, and that 
affects everything.” 

It affected the running game. In ‘99, 
the running back tandem of Rocky Harvey 
and Steve Havard combined for 17 rush- 
ing touchdowns. Last year, running 
behind the same line, Harvey and Antoi- 
neo Harris ran for 10 touchdowns. 

Former walkons Greg Lewis and 
Aaron Moorehead, and converted quar- 


— they were eighth in total 
defense (412.5 yards a 
game). 

Still, Turner thinks Cassity, whose 
Oklahoma State defense gave national 
champion Oklahoma its toughest game 
last fall, can get things turned around. 
Cassity is expected to bring a scheme that 
has elements of the 46 defense that the 
1985 Super Bowl champion Chicago Bears 
played under Buddy Ryan, courtesy of 
Ryan’s son, Rob, who was co-coordinator 
with Cassity at Oklahoma State before 
departing for the NFL. 

Also joining the defensive staff are 
safeties coach Mike Mallory, an All-Amer- 
ican linebacker at Michigan whose father, 
Bill, coached at Indiana; and defensive line 
coach Donnie Thompson, a longtime 
North Carolina assistant. 

“The biggest change you'll see defen- 
sively is we're going to be much more 
aggressive,” Turner said. “I feel good 
about our defense. | think our defense this 
year is where our offense was two years 
ago. Two years ago, there was a lot of 
uncertainty on offense, but we had a lot of 
good players who were given an opportu- 
nity and they stepped up. | see our 
defense in pretty much the same situation 


right now.” 

The secondary lacks depth at corner, 
but has a good core — talented, experi- 
enced safeties Muhammad Abdullah and 
Bobby Jackson, and cornerback Eugene 
Wilson. At the other corner, converted 
safety Marc Jackson, Bobby's brother, was 
No. 1 in spring ball. 

Christian Morton, a highly-regarded 
quarterback prospect from St. Louis, 
worked at cornerback during the spring, 
and has the speed to excel on defense. 
Morton, a sophomore who was the fastest 
player on the team last year, is considered 
the future at quarterback. He returned 
eight punts for 195 yards last season, 
including an 80-yard touchdown against 
Indiana, but balked at Turner’s request 
that he play wide receiver, saying he 
wanted to focus on quarterback. 

That decision, which Turner lamented 
publicly, might have made the difference 
in terms of helping win a couple of more 
games. There doesn’t seem to be any lin- 
gering fallout. Morton, who has Randle El- 
like skills, faced another season of waiting 
his turn behind Kittner at quarterback, but 
could help out on defense this year. 

Linebacker is a bigger question mark 
than the secondary. Jerry Schumacher isn’t 
overpowering physically, but has a great 
knack for getting to the ball. The rest of 
the linebackers are newcomers. Junior col- 
lege transfer Mario lvy and redshirt fresh- 
man Lamont Holden are competing for 


THE BEST AND 
THE BRIGHTEST 


Most Valuable Player 
OB Kurt Kittner 


Emerging Star 

WR Brandon Lloyd 

Top Newcomer 
DB Mike Hall 


one of the open linebacking jobs. Sopho- 
more Ty Myers and redshirt freshman Lee 
Sicinski are competing for the other. Con- 
sidering that Myers, who made two tack- 
les last year, is the only player in that 
quartet with Big Ten experience, Turner 
and Cassity will be looking for help in fall 
camp from a highly-regarded group of 
incoming freshman linebackers. 

Defensive line also is a shaky area for 
Illinois. End Terrell Washington and tackle 
Brandon Moore, the senior returnees, will 
need plenty of help. Turner hopes 
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FIGHTING ILLINI SPRING ROSTER 


No. NAME Pos. Class 
7 Mohammed Abdiloh SS 
4 Ade Adeyemo WR fr 
13) Nano Agora DB/WR So 
85. Chris Alon WR OS 
18 Kevin Anderson a: 
70. PobickBobeock =«sLUsdr 
33 Joe Bevis os 
89 Kenny Boyle T'S 
== Oo sk 

| 73 Sean Bobi ot 
| 71 tke Buus a & 
44 Peter Christoblakos K br 
~ 9 Jamo! Clark WR 
76 Clrk Coins Tf 
72 Don Cer a 
24 Corey Dovis oS 
&4 Dovid Dil Oo - 
54 Ed Donoghue ov k 
G7 Mica Okey) TES lk 
53. _ Jim Ferguson A %& 
10. Steve Fits arr 
$5 hoe Gol — 
45 Mike Gawelek Bb Fr 
| 91 ChalesGisrop OTS 
47 Sim Goronson Bb Fr 
92 Jomie Honton ie 
31 Anloineo Hors ten 

"23 Rody Honey we & 
49 rod Hoywood BS 
“22 MaatHenderon @ Ff 
@ DoeHidebod = Ol Fr 
@ AaenHoke OL 
80 Brion Hodges Es 
48 lomont Holden DE Ft 
7 Moreus Hood 8 Fr 
43. Anhony Hurd Jats: 
"95. Mario hy Te. ok 
"38. Chis ok 8 oF 
"2 tthykion =O 
4 iMate odontal nk Ir 


. HOMETOWN 


Country Cub Hil 


Gorgon Tech 
Corvallis, OR 
Corvallis, OR 


Wr. HOMETOWN 


55. Bret Kouter DT 3.257 _Horrsburg, PA 
21 Potrick King K Fr S11 178 Fredericksburg, VA 
15 Kort Kiter CB & 69 210 Sdombug 
61 ByonKoh = skCiCéSOsCG 265 Wentnvdle, MO 
19 Mark Korbeld C8 of Gl 209 Sklouis, MO 
87 ey Kuloga OL & 65 305 Secnde,A 
39 Coloslotimne = Bk «= OG] 215 Po 
17 Greg lewis WR ok 60 184 Matteson 
8 Brandon Uoyd WR So 62 184 Bh Springs, MO 
90 Rebbylng =si(‘éi“=*C*«*:*«C«C« Chomp 
56 Mike Molezyk 1S & 51) 242 Loke Zurich 
74. Mike Moloney OE fF 63 25 ke 
“81 Anhony Mellon =«odTE. Ss. 242Offolon 
3 Eric McGoey WR So 63 265 Wheokn 
38 Mott Minnes P fr 63 223  Urbono 
96 Brondon Moore D & 63 25 GoyN 
86 AcronMocreeod = WR k 63 185 Deerbel 
5 Christion Morton CBS «61 «180 SK lewis, MO 
36 Clotyon Mallen So G1 (223 Mattoon 
7 TyMyes 1B SoG 222 Springheld, OH 
93 Mike O'Brien DE So 66 232 Ocklown 
57 Mike Porro Tee 6&1 218 Chicago 
"79 Tony Poshos O i 65 330. lodpot 
9d, Senor Pony, DE So 64 220 Maywood 
82 Nick Pozzo $ & 61 190 Fronklor 
75. Duke Peson it OL Fr 65 290  SonDiego,CA 
62. Pokick Rowse GS & 60. 27 Gorman 
"78 Chris Rds OL So 66 282 Linchahe. 

58 ef Rubin OT SS 64 281 Awe 

42 IenySchmche = BO «63-230. Chicago 

4) lee Scns iB oF 61 25 bbe 

88 Dwoyne Smith WR So 62 190 Ronkul 

98 Derick Sirong eS GL Gep 
18 Ut = CiK:SOC«SOSCOS OND CRocknd 
11 asin Weed BS 63 1% Campoin 
85. Terel Woshing DE & «64 27 Si leuis, MO 
2B EygeneWien == Bk = GO 183. MenihdeN 
18 Wober Young GBR 6S. 218 Pork Forest 
Roser ond depth chor subjet o change 


2001 PROJECTED DEPTH CHART 


QB Kurt Kittner, Sr*/Dustin Ward, So | 


WR Brandon Uoyd, So/Greg Lewis, Jr* 
WR Dwayne Smith, So/Walter Young, Jr 
TE Brian Hodges, Sr/Kenny Boyle, So 5 
‘LT Sean Bubin, So or David Diehl, Jr 
ice ~ Jay Kulaga, Sr*/Brian Koch, Fr 
(a Luke Butkus, Sr*/Duke Preston, Fr 
RG Patrick Babcock, Fr or Aaron Hodges, So 


RT Tony Pashos, Jr*/Clark Collins, So 


Kou: Tubbs, Jr* or Peter Christofilakos, Jr 


DE Terrell Washington, Sr* or Derrick Strong, So 


‘DT Brett Kautter, Jr/Charles Gilstrap, So 
OT Brandon Moore, Sr*/Jeff Ruffin, So 


DE Mike O'Brien, So/ Robby Long, Sr 
\B Mario Ivy, Jr/Lamont Holden, Fr 
\B Jerry Schumacher, Jr*/Mike Gawelek, Fr 

LB “Ty Myers, So/JoeBevis,So 

fe Eugene Wilson, Jr*/Nana Agyman, So 


CB Christian Morton, So/Jamaal Clark, So 


FS Muhammad Abdullah, Sr*/Mare Jackson, 
ss Bobby Jackson, Sr*/Kevin Anderson, Fr 


P Steve Fitts, Sr*/Matt Minnes, Fr 


SPRING UPDATE 


tar sophomore wideout Brandon 

Lloyd, who missed last season 

with a broken left femur, had a 
very encouraging spring while being held 
out of contact, and that bodes well for 
what promises to be an excellent set of 
wide receivers. Lloyd caught a 47-yard 
touchdown from Kurt Kittner on the 
No. 1 offense’s first play of the spring 
game. 

“T'll be where I want to be for the start 
of fall camp,” said Lloyd, who's excited 
about the receiver corps. “It’s wonderful 
to have this many people you can put out 
there who can make plays.” 

Sophomore Dwayne Smith, another 
speedster, emerged as the other starting 
receiver after improving his pass-catching 
during a spring practice in which he was 
named the most improved offensive 
player. 

Greg Lewis, Eric McGoey, Walter 
Young and Aaron Moorehead, who all 
saw significant playing time last fall, also 
will be targets. “We have six or seven 
guys that are real good receivers, so our 
depth is terrific,” said Kittner, who com- 
pleted 16 of 19 for 232 yards and three 
touchdowns in the spring game. 

¢ Christian Morton, the erstwhile 
high-school quarterback sensation who is 
Illinois’ fastest player, will head into spring 
camp a serious contender for a starting 
cornerback job. Mike Hall, a junior col- 
lege All-American from Bakersfield, Calif., 
might have something to say about that. 
But Morton, because of his exceptional 
athleticism, will get a long look. 

“Things weren't working out at quar- 
terback, so I went to coach Turner and 
made the move,” said Morton, who 
changed his stance after refusing to play 
wideout last fall. “That's life. To reach the 
ultimate goal, you have to make adjust- 
ments. My ultimate goal is to get to the 
NFL, so | had to move to corner. My plan 
is to stay on defense and help this team 
win.” 

* Defensive end Derrick Strong, who 
was named the most improved defensive 
player of spring practice, is being counted 
on to bolster a shaky pass rush. 

Strong is challenging returnee Terrell 
Washington for the starting job. “It’s 1 
and 1A,” Turner said. “Derrick has an 
uncanny ability coming off the edge.” 
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AT THE TOP OF LUKE’S TO-DO LIST 
1S FOLLOWING IN THE FOOTSTEPS 
OF UNCLE DICK AND COUSIN MARK. 
PHOTO BY STEVE BEYER 


improved depth will make a difference. 
He’s particularly high on sophomores Der- 
tick Strong, Charles Gilstrap and Jemari 
Perry, who head up a group that were 
forced to play as true freshmen last fall. 

“At linebacker, we're going to be very 
young, but the positives are that we have 
a lot of athleticism and depth there” 
Turner said. “We're also going to have the 
most depth upfront defensively that 
we've had since I’ve been here. We lost 
five defensive linemen last season and 
that really took its toll.” 

If Illinois is going to be successful, it 
will be by having a capable offense not 
putting its defense in many uncomfortable 
positions, as was the case in 1999. 

With a healthy Lloyd, who broke a leg 
when he caught his foot between a curb 
and a concrete parking block last July, the 
offense has a good chance to succeed. He 
and Kittner are an excellent combination, 
and an experienced corps of wide 
receivers should give plenty of passing 


Luke Wants Family Reunion in Pasadena 


here’s one common thread 
[ terre this year’s Illinois football 
team and the school’s last two 
Rose Bowl teams. 

All three teams had a Butkus in the 
starting lineup. The tradition started 
with legendary Dick Butkus at line- 
backer in 1963. It continued with 
Dick’s nephew, Mark, at defensive 
tackle in 1983. 


For Luke, the twin incentives are 
erasing memories of last year’s disap- 
pointing 5-6 season and making the 
most of his final college campaign. 

“It’s strange,” said Luke, whose 
father, Ron — the fifth of nine children 
(Dick was the youngest) — played 
briefly at Illinois in the ‘50s. “Seein 
Ray Redziniak and Fred Wakefiel 
(who did not redshirt) on the sidelines 

The tradition has continued with seemed weird. They were in my class. 
another of Dick’s nephews, Luke, a We played together the last four years, 
senior who is entering his third season _ and they're done already. I’m so glad 
as Illinois’ center. | have this year left.” 

Even though Luke has to be more At the top of Luke’s to-do list is fol- 
disciplined as an offensive lineman, lowing in the footsteps of Uncle Dick 
Illinois coach Ron Turner sees that same _—_ and cousin Mark by helping Illinois 
nasty streak for which Dick Butkus was _return to the Rose Bowl. While that 
known. might seem like a tall order, Luke thinks 

“You can’t run around and play the Illini will shake off the letdown of 
quite as reckless on offense, but Luke 2000. 
gets after it,” “We can bounce back,” he said. 


’ Turner said. “He likes to 
compete hard. He has the mentality “| could feel it from the fight we showed 
in spring practice. Last year, we lost 


you want in an offensive lineman.” 
Illinois is touting Luke, an All-Big three games by 11 points? It stung. 
Ten honorable mention in 2000, for That gives us more drive for this 
more postseason honors this season. year. We're not going to make the 
mental mistakes we dd in those games. 
We can taste it. We want to get there.” 
Spoken like a Butkus. 0 


And Illinois’ offensive line should be 
among the best in the conference, 
which will help those efforts. 


options. Running backs Harvey and Harris 
are capable, and center Luke Butkus, left 
guard Jay Kulaga and right tackle Tony 
Pashos anchor what should be a solid line. 


new starter Brian Hodges essentially shared 
the job with Josh Whitman, will be depth. 

With Purdue’s Drew Brees, Michigan's 
Drew Henson and Penn State’s Rashard 
Casey gone, Kittner and Northwestern's 
Zak Kustok figure to battle for All-Big Ten 
quarterback, if not more honors. Kittner, 
who has thrown 42 of his 43 touchdowns 
in the last two years, is within sight of Jack 
Trudeau's school record of 55 career 
touchdown throws. With 5,466 passing 
yards, he is on pace to wind up second to 
Trudeau (8,725) in that category. 

Behind Kittner is sophomore Dustin 
Ward, a competent home-grown backup 
from Champaign. Morton is the future. 
The Illinois offense will have a very differ- 
ent feel when Kittner, who who heads 
into his third season, is gone in 2002. 

But that should put some urgency in 
the Illini when they have the ball this fall. 
The real questions they must answer will 
come when opponents have the ball. 

— Herb Gould 


RINGING IN NEW 

DEFENSIVE 

COACHES ALSO 
COULD HELP. BUT IN ILLI- 


NOIS’ CASE, THE KEY WILL BE 
TO FIND MORE PLAYERS WITH 
THE PHYSICAL TALENT TO 
BACK THINGS UP. 


The surprise early departure of Jameel 
Cook, a solid pass-catching fullback, will 
hurt. The main concern at tight end, where 
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ig 


hile the key to Indiana having its 
first winning season under fifth- 
year coach Cam Cameron this 


year is undoubtedly to develop a vastly 
improved defense, the talk of the 
Hoosiers’ camp has been a position 
switch on the offensive side of the ball. 


Antwaan Randle El — Mr. Elusive 
himself — is making the move from quar- 
terback to wide receiver. 

A bold move, indeed. 

The guy who has better statistics the 
past two seasons than Michael Vick. The 
guy who, quite frankly, has been the most 
productive dual-threat quarterback in the 
nation. 

The guy who has passed for 5,805 
yards and 33 touchdowns and rushed for 
2,931 yards and 36 TDs during his 33- 
game career will not have the ball in his 
hands on every play. 

While opposing defensive coordina- 
tors might smile at that thought, Cameron 
is convinced it will be a good move for 
the Hoosiers. 

For three reasons: 

1. Randle El’s quickness and great 
hands will make him an outstanding 
wideout. 

“We know Antwaan can be an excel- 
lent wide receiver,” Cameron said. “This 
year it takes on a little bit more signifi- 
cance because we lost our top three wide 
receivers. Moving him there gets us bet- 
ter in a hurry.” 

2. Cameron believes one of the other 
quarterbacks — juniors Tommy Jones and 
Gibran Hamdan or redshirt freshman 
Patrick Thompson — can produce. Jones, 
a strong-armed flinger from Ohio who has 
been Randle El’s backup the past two 
years, is most likely to get the nod. 

“It gives these other guys an opportu- 


RANDLE EL CAME CLOSE TO JUMPING 
TO THE NFL INSTEAD OF RETURNING 
FOR HIS SENIOR SEASON. 

PHOTO BY JOHN GRIESHOP/ICON SMI 


INDIANA 


nity to show they can play,” Cameron 
said. “I really think one of the three, if not 
one of the two — Tommy or Gibran — 
will surface as someone we can really play 
well with. Whichever guy it is, | think 
you'll hear that guy’s name mentioned 
among the better quarterbacks in the 


Hoosiers Hopes Hinge on Defense ... and the Great Experiment 


country.” 

3. The offense won't be so much of 
a one-man operation. 

“We've gotten away from everybody 
standing around waiting for Antwaan to 
make a play every time,” Cameron said. 
“Because now the ball’s in another quar- 
terback’s hands first, and we're getting 
our tight ends and running backs more 
involved. I’ve been really pleased with 
what I’ve seen offensively.” 

Randle El, running the Indiana option 
attack to near-perfection, has been the 
heart and soul of the Hoosiers’ offense the 
past three seasons. 

He's the first Big Ten quarterback to 
rush for 1,000 yards (1,270 in 11 games) 
in a single season. He’s one of only two 
Division I-A players (joining former Michi- 
gan QB Rick Leach) to score 200 points 
and pass for 200 points in his career. 

But Randle El is fine with the move to 


| 2000: 3-8 overall; 2-6 Big Ten (T-9th) 
COACH: Cam Cameron —At Indiana and 
Overall: 13-31, 4 years 


RETURNING STARTERS: |7: 8 offense, 


} 8 defense, punter 
| PLAYERS TO WATCH: WR-OB Antwaan 


Randle El, QB Tommy Jones, TB Levron 
Williams, FB Jeremi Johnson, MG Kemp 
Rasmussen, LB Justin Smith, CB Sharrod 
Wallace 

PRIMARY STRENGTH: One of the best 
offenses in the country, led by one of the 
best all-around athletes in Antwaan Ran- 


receiver. 

“I would rather still be at quarterback 
because not having the ball every play, 
| kind of want that, but in time, I'll get 
used to playing receiver,” he said. “It is 
a challenge.” A challenge made easier 
because of his quarterbacking experience. 


He's an expert at reading defenses, 
and knowing what the quarterback 
expects of his receivers. 

“It’s definitely helped a lot, just know- 
ing where a quarterback wants his 
receivers to be,” Randle El said. “Every 
coverage the defense runs, I'm going to 
know what route to run against it. I’m run- 
ning my routes good, but I want to run 
them perfect. 

“l'll run the deep route every blue 
moon, but I kind of like to catch the ball 
early and run with it. I’ve really been 
focused on taking pride in catching the 
ball and making plays.” 

Blocking? 

That’s another story. 

“I'm not big on that yet,” Randle El 
said, flashing his trademark grin. 

But then he added, “When the fall 
comes around, I'll be one of the best 


dle El, who this year is being moved to 
WR, although he'll also likely still play 
some at OB. 

POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: There is noth- 
ing new here. The defense has been 
among the worst in Division I-A in recent 
years. 

OVERVIEW: For IU to have a winning sea- 
son, it needs the Great Experiment on 
offense (the move of Randle El to wide 
receiver) to work as well as expected and 
for the defense to be much improved. 
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OOSIERS*REGRUITING 


Name / Postion Size HOMETOWN HiGH ScHoot / CouEGE Name / Posmon Size HOMETOWN HicH ScHoot / CouEce 
ADEYANJU, VicorDE 6:5, 215 Chicago, IL Currie |_| PACE, Ted iB 6-1, 185 Jupiter, FL Williom T. Dwyer 
As a senior, had 45 tackles, including 17 tackles for loss, and 10 sacks in five games @ Also played wide | SuperPrep rated No. 6 linebacker and Top 50 player in Florida @ As a senior, had 103 tackles @ Helped team | 
receiver Suffered a broken leg halfway through the season @ Runs 4.5 in the 40-yard dash. | to state championship game Had 79 tackles, 11 sacks ond three blocked kicks as a junior @ Runs 4.38 in the 
| 40-yard dash, 
hr ea ees 5-10, 180 nee th Immokalee | S 
31 solo tackles, three interceptions and two fumbles recovered 0s « senior @ Hod 103 yards rushing ond | «| ROBERTSON, BryanK «5-9, 180 Seymour Seymour 
two touchdowns on 10 carries @ Had 16 receptions for 339 yards and three touchdowns @ Runs 4.38 in the All-State All-Conference Put 57 of 70 kickolfs into the end zone for touchbacks as a senior @ As a junior, 
40-yord dash. | kicked a state-record 61-yard field goal @ Made 13 field goals, including five over 50 yards. 
BUCHHOLZ, Mait TE 6-4, 235 Son Bernardino, CA San Bemardino Valley College ROBINSON, Dru RB 5-10, 195 Orville, OH City College of San Francisco 
Hos three years eligibility remaining @ Honorable mention All-Foothill Conference @ As a junior college fresh- Played comerback and running back at City College @ USA Today honorable mention prep All-American # 
man, had 34 receptions for 300 yards @ Two-time prep All-Conference @ Played tight end and defensive end in | | Helped team to state championship @ As a senior, scored 29 rushing touchdowns, including 18 for at least 30 
high school, yards @ Hod 34 receptions for 422 yards and three touchdowns @ State champion in the 100-meter dash @ 
Helped track team to state championship. 
CLENCY, Courtney RB 5-10, 185 Indionapolis Pork Tudor 
Gatorade Indiana Player of the Year # All-State Had 5,116 career yards rushing and 69 touchdowns # Hod | | ROBINSON, Michael WR 6-6, 210 Orrville, OH Fork Union (VA) Military Acad. | 
1,254 yards rushing and 20 touchdowns as a senior @ Returned two punts for touchdowns @ As a junior, | | Did not play football until his junior year of high school @ Had 35 receptions for 900 yards and 21 touchdowns 
returned 12 punts for o 28.5 average and four touchdowns (three other touchdowns nullified by penalties). | Bi c gu Sh bro eeciaal hex soten bach dowpehs gexb Ion a0 eack ook | 
| | 
HATCHER, Brandon DT 6-2, 275 Detroit, Ml Cass Technical ROBY, Courtney WR 6-1, 180 Indianapolis North Central 
Detroit Free Press Dream Team All-State  All-Metro @ As a senior, had 57 tockles, including 15 tack- As a senior, had 55 carries for 539 yards and six touchdowns Had 12 receptions for 296 yards and three 
ie for loss and nine sacks # Graded 94 percent on blocking assignments as a starter on the offensive touchdowns @ Returned three kickoffs for touchdowns @ Had 55 tackles as defensive back. 
ine. 
SOWELLS, Iscac OL 6-5, 290 Lovisville, KY Doss 
JONES, Damien DB 5-10, 185 Houson, TX Sterling | Four-year starter # Two-way lineman @ Had 12 solo tackles against state champion Male as a senior  Mem- 
District Defensive Player of the Yeor # District leader in interceptions with eight, returning five for touchdowns, as | box ofa barked cd took oma © Trot ck coe 
@ senior @ Helped team fo district championship @ Returned seven punts, induding five for touchdowns. 
SULLIVAN, Jason RB 6-1, 235 Staten Island, NY Monsignor Farrell 
KOESTER, Kyle FB 6-1, 250 Cincinnati, OH Elder SuperPrep All-American, rated No. 1 running back in New York @ Helped team to city championship @ As a 
Division Player of the Year # Had 4,300 career rushing yords @ Had 1,474 yards rushing ond 17 touchdowns senior, had 1,660 yards rushing and 18 touchdowns @ Had 22 receptions for 500 yards @ Member of the 
Qs a senior # Had 25 receptions for 271 yards @ Averaged 40.9 yards per punt @ As a junior, hod 1,501 | track team @ Throws shot put. 
yards rushing and 15 touchdowns. | 
| TIPTON, Carlos LB 6-3, 200 Cincinnati, OH Winton Woods 
LAPOSTOLLE, Martin LB 6-2, 240 Montreal, Quebec, Canada Cegep du Vieux All-League @ All-District @ Had 752 yards rushing and nine touchdowns os a junior @ Runs 4.5 in the 40-yard | 
Enrolled at Indiana in January @ Participated in spring practice @ Rivals100.com rated No. 1 linebacker in dosh  Two-fime district chompion in the 110-meter high hurdles. 
Canada @ As a senior, had 70 tackles and six sacks, | 
| WASHINGTON, Yomor RB 5-10, 200 Houston, TX Klein Forest 
LARKINS, Buster DB 5-11, 180 Indicnopolis Cathedral | Greater Houston Touchdown Club Offensive Player of the Year # As a senior, had 1,712 yards rushing on 225 
Had 32 tackles, including three for loss, three interceptions and two blocked kicks os a senior @ Had 11 recep: | carries @ Hod 4,518 yards rushing and 52 touchdowns during freshman and sophomore seasons @ Had over 
fions for 263 yards and two touchdowns @ As a junior, had 54 tackles and eight interceptions. 7,100 career rushing yords and scored 80 touchdowns. 
} 
LUMPKIN, Will DB 5-11, 192 Dayton, OH TroWwood-Madison WATSON, Anionio S 61,198 Kankakee, IL Hinds (MS} CC | 
Second-team All-State @ As a senior, had 68 tackles, including four sacks, five interceptions and two fumbles Participated in spring practice @ SupesPrep ranked No. 1 junior college defensive back and No. 7 player over- 
caused @ Had 25 receptions for 273 yards @ Member of baseball team # Ran 4x100-meter relay. | all nohonally @ 
NORTHERN, Willie D8 61,195 Quincy, FL Gity College of San Francisco YOUNG, Courtney DT 6-5, 282 Bartow, FL City College of San Francisco. | 
Participated in spring practice # SuperPrep ranked No. 3 junior college defensive back nationally  All-Golden SuperPrep rated No. 8 junior college defensive lineman nationally @ Helped team to 12-0 record and California 
Gate Conference @ Attended Aubum University in 1998 @ Hod 73 receptions for 1,540 yards in final wo prep | Community College state championship @ All-Gateway Conference @ Originally signed with Miami (FL) # USA 
seasons @ SuperPrep All-American. Today honorable mention prep All-Americon. 


AWOOKCATMHHEHGOOSIERS 


RESULTS INDIVIDUAL STATS SCHEDULE 


(3-8, 2-6) PASSING Sept. 8 — atNorth Carolina State 
— ——- —-— NAME Att Comp Yarpos Pct TD Int | — 
38 N.C. State 4] Randle El 277 133-1783 48.0 10 14| | Sept. 15 Kentucky 
a3 == | Jones 16 6 5/37 On| — Ss = 
oe Kentucky ees RUSHING Sept. 22. Utah 
42 Cincinnati 6 | NAME No Yarpds AvG lc 1D 2 ; ——— 
— ——| |RondleEl 218 1270 58 62 13 Sept. 29 — Ohio State 
45 lowa 33 Williams 116 821 7.1 56 10 : = 
== Lewis 67 73. 56) 43S 3 | =| Oct. ~6 ~~ at Wisconsin 
33. Northwestern 45 | Hogan 55 ES ee SE i —— 
= ie Michi = Fa RECEIVING Oct. 13 Illinois 
q eegan NAME No Yaros AvG lc 1D Oct. 20 “> I = 
Bic ws AMinnescha 43 |Gaddis 29 «554. 19.1. 70S 3 | ch atiowa 
= - Dorsey 27 514 19.0 57 3 Sines ciauaeaen : —_ 
Williams 20 Tidmat 5 Gomeal aoe 20 - 
24 Penn State — 27 Graham 17 198 116 39 | — — 
35 Illinois 42 DEFENSIVE LEADERS | Nov. 10 at Michigan State 
. : — Tacktes: Anderson 92; Smith 74; Wallace 49; Schaffer 47. | Nov. 17 at Penn State } 
h, 22 Wisconsin 43 INTERCEPTIONS: Anderson 2; Mandina 2; Floyd 1. ‘ ay = | 
QB Sacks: Smith, J. 6; Barnett 3; Smith, D. 3; Wallace 2. | 
13 Purdue Al Tackies For Loss: Smith, J. 14; Schaffer 9; Rasmussen 9 | Nov. 24 Purdue 
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blockers on the team.” 

Randle El, who came close to jumping 
to the NFL instead of returning for his 
senior season, admits that losing has been 
tough. But he’s convinced the Hoosiers 
are about to turn the corner. 

“One of the biggest things is that 
I told Coach Cam a long time ago that if 
he’s here my fifth year, then I'll be here 
with him,” Randle El said. “But I had got- 
ten to the point at the end of last season 
where | felt like | really didn’t have a grasp 
on this team and where we are. 

“The losing got to me. But my dad’s 
always taught me that you don’t start 
something and not finish it.” 

When Randle El checked with the NFL 
Advisory Committee after last season, he 
found out that quarterback might not be 
his position in the pros. 

While Cameron claims that the move 
to receiver wasn’t made with the NFL, or 
the Heisman Trophy campaign, in mind, 
Randle El is hoping that showing his ver- 
satility will help both causes. Besides 
catching passes and running reverses, 
Randle El will return punts, be the 
Hoosiers’ “pooch” punter and also play 
some quarterback this season. 

“I’m not saying this to be selfish, but 
if the Heisman is there, and we win, I'll 
have a chance,” Randle EI said. “It will 
hurt me if | go out and drop a bunch of 
passes. But if | can play receiver and also 
go back to quarterback, play both, and do 


| THE BEST anp 
THE BRIGHTEST 


Most Valuable Player 
WR/OB Antwaan Randle El 
Emerging Star 
OB Tommy Jones 
Top Newcomer 
DT Courtney Young 


it effectively and really mess up defenses, 
then | think it will help me.” 

The move to receiver isn’t quite yet 
etched in stone, but Cameron claims the 
only way it won't happen is if he’s con- 
vinced during preseason practice that 
none of the other QBs can do the job. 

Jones has the inside track, partly 
because Hamdan has split time the past 
couple of springs with the Indiana base- 
ball team and Thompson is just a redshirt 
freshman. 

While Jones’ experience is limited — 


he’s completed 10 of 25 passes for 
134 yards, with no touchdowns and 
two interceptions in game action — 
the past two seasons, he came out of 
Eaton, Ohio, ranked as one of the top 
prep quarterbacks in the nation. 

“It was frustrating,” Jones said of 
being a little-used backup the past 
two seasons. “] thought about leav- 
ing a couple of times. But now, 
knowing it’s going to happen, it’s 
exciting. I'm ready and doing every- 
thing I can to show the guys that I’m 
ready. 

“It's very exciting directing this 
offense. Especially with all the 
weapons we have, and with 
Antwaan at receiver. | can’t wait for 
this season. Our offense was so good 
last year, and now we have more 
weapons.” 

The Hoosiers have quality and 
depth at running back, led by tailback 
Levron Williams and big (275-pound) 
fullback Jeremi Johnson. Williams has 
rushed for more than 800 yards in 
each of the past two seasons. John- 
son, 15 pounds lighter, was a bull 
during spring practice and his role as 
a runner will increase this season. 

Cameron also is high on backups 
Brian Lewis, Rashon Myles and junior 
college transfer Dru Robinson. 

“Coming out of spring practice, 
the most improved area on offense was 
our running backs,” Cameron said. “Jeremi 
Johnson is playing the best he’s played.” 

The line is a veteran unit, with Craig 
Osika at center, guards Enoch DeMar and 
Anthony Oakley and tackle A.C. Myler. 
Former tight end Bobby Brandt could start 
at the other tackle. 

“We're going to be better across the 
board,” Cameron said. 

He’s confident the Hoosiers will be 
able to move the ball through the air. 

“Antwaan and Henry Frazier are two 
extremely talented receivers,” he said. 
“We've got four young guys (L.J. Parker, 
Glenn Johnson, Travis Haney and David 
Lewis) who have to come along ina 
hurry. They're all extremely talented; they 
just need to get a little bigger, stronger 
and tougher mentally. 

“But from top to bottom, we're going 
to have six receivers that in time can be 
a nice group of Big Ten-caliber receivers. 
Probably the best group of hands we've 
had since we've been here.” 

But no matter how good the offense, 
which averaged an impressive 439.5 
yards and 30.6 points a game last year, 
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SHERROD WALLACE WILL PROVIDE IMPROVEMENT 
IN THE SECONDARY THIS YEAR. 
PHOTO BY TOMASSO DEROSSA/TDS! 


hopes on that elusive winning season 
depend on drastic improvement from 
a defense that allowed a whopping 

457.5 yards and 38.5 points a game. 

Eight returning starters and some 
promising newcomers give reason to 
believe the defense will be better. James 
Bell returning for his second season as 
defensive coordinator should help, too. 

With three of the front four — Derek 
Barnett, Kemp Rasmussen and Dominique 
Smith — plus future star Steve Williams, 
who played some at tackle last year as 
a true freshman but will be at end this 
season, the Hoosiers’ defensive line could 
be formidable. 

The linebackers have showed promise 
but never lived up to their promise in past 
years. But with seniors Justin Smith and 
Devin Schaffer, a three-year starter, plus 
promising sophomore Brandonn Baker in 
the middle, Cameron hopes that will 
change this year. 

Indiana was burned for almost 3,000 
yards passing last season, but there could 
be vast improvement in the secondary 
this year. Sharrod Wallace, Joe Gonzalez 
and Ron Bethel are returning starters. 
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HOOSIERS SPRING ROSTER 


Pos, Class Hr. Wr. HOMETOWN 


&@ Trevor Abbs OL ik 66 262 Kerdohile 
T7hekaden WR 61 186 NewPolesing 
85 Stephen Anhory «TE sk 63. 260_Bowing Green, KY 
44 Brondon Boker MB So 60 240 Howon, TX 
99 DerkBomet DE & 63 26 Ewonwille 

71 Chis Bayh Bf S10 214 Chewy Chose, MD 
18 BretBeds DBS 510 213 Concord OH 
90 Jeremy Bekher DE Ok 61 255 Movinsvte 

15 RonBehel = Sk. 21S Lenina, KY 
4% RobBoxhrd «FB So.—«6-0 241 Blocmfald Pils, 
79 Bobby Brndt irae yi 200 lamar PA 
2B Adam Broucher TRansso 5701S Ren Gore LT 
49 Reber Brown B % 61 2) Wome 

10 Mot Cohen 08 So 60 178 Evonsvile 
BAC GC kw 57 186) Gncmol 

“13. Randy Cole IBF «S10. 210 Richmond 

50. GiinChisopher §=««G-=——So G1 284 Grond Rog, Mi 
56 Jodie Gemons DE of 62 251 lowngM 

70 Enoch DeMar Th) en Gah a1 eden 

24 Marcus Floyd @® S& 59 184 Bortow,fl 

59 Hermon Fower DE ok 61 260 Kolomo 

6 Hany Frais WR & 60 179 Volkio,CA 

@ kndhiek D2, 270. loomingion 

53 Calin Frost IS S511 214 Indcnopols 
Téa\eon yar OT fF 68 326 Whielnd 
BibaGo (Kh 160) 8 | Bonde 

65. Mot Genoxc OL & 6&8 289 Modesto, CA 
25: he Gonder “Sk 60 202 Awnloke, OH 
55 lomolusGomon «Gk Sk 317 Woy 

V4 Greg Goss BB) S57" 168” taonophs 
Git Aaen Pelerwcn ATE Fru GST ES Gace 
17 Gibron Hondon CB ok © 65 225. N. Potomac, MD 
38 Ryon Honve P So 62215 Orbndo FL 
8) TroisHoey =s«WROr GA 205 Orne Poh A 
7. Wichoe Hanley So 51) 172 Owensboro, KY 
‘72. Chris Jahnke Cf 65 21 louise, KY 
MiGeglney ==SSSS) SAL 5B. 172 liken 

9 Genn Johnson WR 511186 Clewison, FL 
iiibem hace Bok SN) O77 bowie, KY 


No. NAME Pos, Class Hr, Wr. HOMETOWN 


21 Herone-Daze Jones OB Fr 5-11 202 — lowisville KY 
14 Tormey Jones GB So 63 241 Exton, OH 

97 Mara Lopostele (BF G1. 208 Mente, Cuekec 
Day tea lot So 57 197 Stlous, MO 
88 Dovid lewis WR Fr 60 174 Tere Houle 
31 Rico Loyd CB fr Sil 157 — Dumbries, VA 
93 khnlumpin == sDEsd G2 283 Worren,CH 
3 Wait Mason DB So 59 (172 ‘Choris, 
36 Shane Moat 1B ok = 511 226-_Bloomington 
Piya nn i ee or ey 
A. Rochon Myles So «1218s, K 

95 Seon Nekon DE 63 261 Keterng, OH 
“5B DovnNen = BF 69 20 Dera M 
61 AnhonyOnlley =«s«G 63 290 Houston, TX 

74 Craig Osko CS 6h 29) Hobart 

10. Ui. Porker WR &1 210 Grond Ropids, MI 
54 Don Philips D of 64 20 Mshowko 

91 Bi Rodke DE fr 62 231 Wedlebonon 
1) Anwoon Rondel = ATH-—sSr—«S10.«*190 Riverdale, 
DF Kap fooniees DL Ss 63 250 Hodey, Ml 

30 DruRobinson ok 59 188 Orville, OH 
TS. DemSdois 0 COILS WNG1 0202 idompalals a. 
52 Beau Schwegman Oh Fr = 62-283 Lawrenceburg 
98 Dominique Smith DT S 63 23 Cohmbio,SC 
27 hin Smah OBS 60.) 213 | cknopoks 
1B KeinSth = OB fr 61 218 Conn 
42. Doone Sone B % 59 17 Boul 
"78. Cy Swor OL F 65 22 idCH 
@& Bret Toyox T & 68) "20h. lToy,M 

16 Pokicthompscn «GBs «62219 ‘Potenon,NJ 
88. Aaron Uder Kok 64 25 Poloma, MD 
77 Jacob Wogner Ql Fr «= 68-94 Springheld, OH 
22. Starred Wollce CS 58183 Horraburg, PA 
57 Kyle Wontner ‘Sf 58 28 Plinteld 
DivksoneWew 08.) JS Konkan 
5 Levon Wilions @ oS 63 2 Fonds 

ie ee, ee ee 
29 Clarence Young S So 60 189 Debot, MI 
Roster ond deph chrt subject o chonge 


2001 PROJECTED DEPTH CHART 


Tommy Jones, Jr/ Antwaan Randle El, Sr 
FB Jeremi Johnson, Jr/Rashon Myles, So 


TB Levron Williams, Sr*/Brian Lewis, Fr 


WR Antwaan Randle El, Sr*/Glenn Johnson, Jr 


WR Henry Frazier, Sr/David Lewis, Fr 


TE Aaron ‘Halterman, Fr/Stephen Anthony, Jr 
“IT AC. Myler, Jr*/Clay Stuart, Fr : 
ici Anthony Oakley, So*/Colin Christopher, So 
ie “Craig Osika, Sr*/Chris Jahnke, Fr 
RG Enoch DeMor, Jr*/Jamarkus Gorman, Sr* 

RT Bobby Brandt, Jr*/Brett Taylor, Jr 


K Adam Braucher, So/ Bryan Robertson, Fr 


DE Derek Barnett, Jr*/Jodie Clemons, Fr 
MG Kemp Rasmussen, Sr*/Jamil Frink, Jr 
DT Dominique Smith, Sr*/Jason Fryar, Fr 
DE Steve Williams, So/Herman Fowler, Jr 
WLB Justin Smith, Sr*/Herana-Daze Jones, Fr 
MLB Brandonn Baker, So/Robert Brown, So 
SLB Devin Schaffer, Sr*/Scott Genord, sae 
cB Michael Hanley, So/Rico Uoyd, Fr 
cB Sharrod Wallace, Sr*/, Marcus Floyd, Sr 
SS Joe Gonzalez, Jr/Antonio Watson, Jr 
FS Ron Bethel, Jr*/Willie Northern, Jr 
Pp Ryan Homre, So*/Antwaan Randle El, Sr 


SPRING UPDATE 


ndiana coach Cam Cameron con- 

tinues to look to Winston-Salem, 

N.C., for coaching replacements 
on his staff. Cameron has hired three 
former Wake Forest assistants in the 
past two seasons. Last year, it was 
defensive coordinator James Bell, and 
this year it’s Gerald Carr and Diron 
Reynolds. 

Carr will coach the quarterbacks and 
coordinate Indiana’s passing game in 
2001, after he spent last season as the 
QB/WR coach for the Carolina Cobras 
of the Arena Football League, which fol- 
lowed one season at Wake Forest. He’s 
also coached with Philadelphia in the 
NFL and at North Carolina, Arizona, 
Washington State, Akron and Davidson 
in the college ranks. 

Reynolds will coach the defensive 
tackles at Indiana. While coaching the 
outside linebackers at Wake Forest the 
past two seasons, Reynolds worked for 
Bell, on the same staff with Carr. With 
the addition of Reynolds, Hoosiers’ 
assistant Dick Flynn, who coached the 
defensive tackles last year, will switch to 
the defensive ends. 

With the hiring of Carr and 
Reynolds, five of the Hoosiers’ nine 
assistants are African-American, includ- 
ing assistant head coach Anthony 
Thompson (who also coaches the run- 
ning backs) and Bell as the defensive 
coordinator. 

Indiana is one of only 11 football 
programs in Division I-A to be recog- 
nized by the American Football Coaches 
Association the past two years for its 
graduation rate. Over 70 percent of the 
Hoosiers’ seniors have earned their 
degree the past two years, including 30 
of 32 last year. Fourteen of Indiana's 
current 15 seniors are on schedule to 
receive their degrees. 

After Indiana’s spring game ended in 
a 21-21 tie, Cameron said, “As of 
(now), we'll play two quarterbacks, and 
I think you can see why.” Antwaan Ran- 
dle El, being switched to wide receiver, 
caught five passes for 37 yards in the 
first half and then moved to QB in the 
second half and led his team to three 
touchdowns. Junior QB Tommy Jones 
completed 15 of 25 passes for 162 
yards and two TDs. 
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SMITH IS JUST NOW BECOMING TOTALLY 
COMFORTABLE AT THE POSITION. 
PHOTO BY STEVE BEYER 


And help is on the way in Michael Hanley, 
one of the top talents on the team who 
missed last season because of academics, 
highly-regarded redshirt freshman Rico 
Lloyd and two of the nation’s top-rated 
junior college defensive backs last season, 
Antonio Watson and Willie Northern. 

“There's no question the talent has 
improved dramatically,” Wallace said 
about the defense and the secondary. 
“The main thing is guys are getting more 
comfortable, older and mature. And 
they’re confident in their ability to make 
plays. | feel real good about the defense.” 

Cameron puts part of the blame on 
the linebackers for Indiana's problems in 
defending the pass last season. 

“Our safeties at times were forced to 
be overcommitted to the run because of 
the opportunities we didn’t take advan- 
tage of at linebacker,” he said. “And when 
the safeties start getting overcommitted, 
the ball starts going over their heads. 

We cannot let that happen this year.” 


Winning Would Close The Resume 


ustin Smith has done it all 
J during his career at Indiana. 
Except play for a winning foot- 
ball team. 

He’s been a four-year starter, as 
a safety his first season and as a weak- 
side linebacker since then. He was 
a Butkus Award nominee last season. 
Plus, he’s an Academic All-American. 

But this year, as a senior, he’d like 
to add that winning season to his 
resume. 

“Knowing this is my last time 
around, | have no choice but to leave 
everything on the field,” said Smith, 
who’s from Indianapolis. “It’s not like 
I can look back after the season and 
wish | would have done better. 

“| have to know after every game 
that | gave 110 percent. And know that 
| did everything | could possibly do to 
help us win.” 

He’s done that plenty during his 
Indiana career. 

A team captain and second-team 
All-Big Ten pick in 2000, he was the 
Hoosiers’ second-leading tackler with 
74, 

Even though he led Indiana with 89 
tackles (despite playing the entire year 


With four consecutive losing seasons 
and with a new athletic director, Michael 
McNeely, taking over this summer, 
Cameron knows this could be a make or 


ANDLE EL, RUNNING 
THE INDIANA 
OPTION ATTACK TO 


NEAR-PERFECTION, HAS BEEN 


THE HEART AND SOUL OF THE 
HOOSIERS’ OFFENSE THE PAST 
THREE SEASONS. 


break season for him. 
But with 16 starters returning and a 
boost from some promising youngsters, 


with a broken wrist) in 1999, his first 
season as a linebacker, coach Cam 
Cameron believes Smith is just now 
becoming totally comfortable at the 
position. 

“He’s extremely bright, but he’s 
still learning the game,” Cameron said. 
“| think this is the year he’s going to 
really turn himself loose. We expect 
him to have an All-Big Ten-type 
season.” 

Smith almost apologizes because 
his overall grade point average has 
“slipped” to 3.2. After football, he 
plans to go to law school. 

On target to receive his bachelor’s 
degree in accounting this summer, this 
fall he'll focus on trying to help improve 
Indiana’s defense so he and the 
Hoosiers can finally enjoy that winning 
season. 

“| totally feel comfortable at line- 
backer now,” Smith said. “A big part 
of my game now is playing by instinct 
and not being mechanical 

“I’m not going to allow us to be 
sub-par. This is my last chance to help 
this defense have a name in the Big 
Ten. | totally feel confident this is the 
year.” 


Cameron is confident his program is 
knocking on the door. 

“I'm excited about the season, for 
a lot of reasons,” Cameron said. “First and 
foremost, we're going to have our best 
team. 

“The whole approach we've taken is, 
let’s keep this thing in perspective. We 
lost four games in the last minute last 
year. And let’s say we had won all four 
(to finish 7-4 instead of 3-8). We're the 
same group of guys. It’s the same 
approach. And everybody would think, 
boy, we're doing everything exactly the 
way we should be doing it. 

“So we've continued to try to just 
improve what we're doing. Continue to 
stay focused and believe in what we're 
doing. We're close. We're on the right 
track. | think everyone in our organization 
understands that. That’s why we have an 
opportunity to take our season from a 
year ago and completely flip flop it.” 

— Tom Kubat 
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ou heard the words so many times 
Vis winter they started to wear on 
you like loose cartilage. “Too close 
to call” became America’s unwelcome 
and unofficial credo during the Bush-Gore 
ridiculousness. 
Take away the dangling chads, and 


put the political spinmeisters in shoulder- 
pads. Put them at the University of lowa 
and put them at quarterback. 

You have “Too close to call 2001: The 
struggle for lowa quarterback.” Too close 
to call will hang in the air until fall two-a- 
days begin in August, or whenever lowa 
coach Kirk Ferentz punches a ballot. 

Through lowa’s spring game in mid- 
April, none of the three candidates for 
No. 1 planted a flag in the position. Senior 
Kyle McCann, sophomore Jon Beutjer and 
junior college transfer Brad Banks have 
done nothing to separate themselves. 

“I’m sure we'll have one (a quarterback 
controversy) sooner or later whenever we 
have to make that decision,” Ferentz said. 
“Anytime you've got more than one candi- 
date that’s going to be the case. 

“Right now, | don’t think it’s advanta- 
geous, from my perspective, to make a 
call. | think it’s too close to call.” 

Too close to call. Judging what Fer- 
entz has to go on, it’s the Florida primary 
all over again. 

“I hope we don’t have to do one of 
those recalls,” Ferentz joked. “I think (the 
decision) will be very subjective. Nothing 
is clear cut right now.” 

McCann has a tentative hold on No. 1 
going into fall camp. His best argument is 
his steady performance in lowa’s final four 
games last season, when the Hawkeyes 
picked up two of their three victories and 
nearly swept three games in November. 

McCann has shown the resilience of 


DECISION MAKING AND NUMBERS LIKE 
79 COMPLETIONS FOR 862 YARDS, FOUR 
INTERCEPTIONS AND FIVE TOUCHDOWNS 

MARK KYLE MCCANN’S EFFECTIVENESS. 

PHOTO BY STEVE BEYER 


IOWA 


73 HAWKEY 


a door-to-door salesman in his four years 
in and out of the lineup. Last season, 
Beutjer leapfrogged McCann from No. 3 
to No. 1 when Scott Mullen was 
demoted. 

When Beutjer suffered an ankle injury 
that kept him out of the final four games, 


Hawkeye Bowl Trip? Too Close To Call 


the Hawkeyes turned to a beleaguered 
McCann, who completed 58 percent of 
his passes and won two of four starts after 
spending 17 games between starts. 

“To his credit, he’s remained focused 
on being our quarterback,” Ferentz said. 
“He's taken some tough blows. The day 
we moved Jon up, Jon was the only one 
happy about that. 

“Kyle was mad, | said, ‘Hey fine, be 
mad at me. I’m OK with that.” (But) it 
never took away from his preparation, his 
focus, and that says an awful lot about a 
young guy. And when he got his chance, 
he took advantage.” 

McCann had 79 completions for 862 
yards, four interceptions and five touch- 
downs. The numbers don’t bear out his 
effectiveness. 

He won on guile. His decision-making 
was impeccable in a 26-23 overtime win 
at Penn State, rushing for 78 yards on 16 


200: 3-9 overall; 3-5 Big Ten (8th) 
OOO: Kirk Ferentz - At lowa: 4-19, 
2 years; Overall: 16-40, 5 years 


RETURNING STARTERS: 17: 8 offense, 


8 defense, kicker 
PLAYERS TO WATCH: RB Ladell Betts, 


WAR/KR Kahlil Hill, OB Kyle McCann, 
WR CJ. Jones, DE Aaron Kampman, 
DT Derrick Pickens, DT Jerry Montgomery, 
SS Bob Sanders 

PRIMARY STRENGTHS: Lacell Betts is 
a steadying force for an offense that does- 
n't have a clear-cut No. | quarterback 


carries. He was sharp in the 27-17 upset 
over Northwestern, completing 17 of 27 
for 250 yards and a pair of TDs. 

“From the neck up, that’s a big part of 
football, that’s a big part of quarterback,” 
Ferentz said. “That is Kyle’s No. 1 
attribute.” 


McCann is the elder statesman of the 
trio. He’s been the guy or the guy-behind- 
the-guy for four years now. If he’s sweat- 
ing the decision, he’s not showing it. 

“I've been going about my business 
the same way for four years,” McCann 
said. “Things don’t change with me. You 
just go in and work hard and do the best 
you can. That’s what I'll continue to do.” 

In four starts last season, Beutjer 
flashed an accurate arm, quick feet and 
freshman inexperience. 

He was smart bomb accurate in his 
debut against Indiana, when he com- 
pleted 30 of 47 for 380 yards and four 
TDs. He was lawn darts inaccurate against 
Illinois, when he completed 17 of 32 for 
173 yards and two interceptions. He was 
also sacked four times. 

The week before, he helped lowa end a 
school-record 13-game losing streak, a 21- 


choice. lowa has a shot at having one of 
the Big Ten’s top defensive lines. 

POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: The offensive 
line is still shaky. It has a veteran corps, 
but is inexperienced at tackle. The sec- 
ondary must sustain the improvement it 
showed at the end of last year. 

OVE VIEW: Best-case scenario has the 
Hawkeyes making their first bowl appear- 
ance since 1997. Worst case has lowa fail- 
ing in the close games that make or break 
seasons. 


2001 


Linpy’'s FootBal. ANNUALS 129 


IAWKEVES*REGRUITING 


HicH ScHoot / Couece 


SizE HOMETOWN 


ALLEN, Antwan DB 5-10, 160 Tampe, FL 
Two-time All-Conference Team captain as junior ond senior @ Led team in interceptions for last three seasons 
@ Holds school record for pass deflections with 19 @ Had 210 career tackles, including 12 tackles for loss. 


Name / Position 


BANKS, Brod QB 6-1, 180 Belle Glode, FL Hinds (MS) CC 
Participated in spring practice @ Originally enrolled at Central Florida # As a junior college sophomore, led | 
team to 11-1 record and Mississippi junior college championship Had 2,000 yards passing and 16 touch- | 
downs @ Had 500 yards rushing with 13 touchdowns @ Played wide receiver as freshman, | 


BARKEMA, CJ). TE 6-8, 235 Muscatine Muscatine 

Rivals 100.com rated No. 43 tight end nationally @ All-Sto!e @ Two-time All-Conference # Had 52 receptions 
for 648 yards and 12 touchdowns as a senior @ Set school record with 1.4 receptions in one game. 

BOHNET, Mat G8 63,210 Grond Ledge, Mi Grom lacie 
PrepStar honorable mention All-American @ All-State # Two-time All-Conference @ As a senior, completed 123 
of 207 passes for 2,052 yards and 17 touchdowns @ Had 390 yards rushing and 13 touchdowns. 


BUTLER, Darius WR 61,190 Plantation, FL Plantation 
SuperPrep All-Southeast Region # Honorable mention All-State @ Had 120 career receptions for 2,000 yards @ 
| Three-year letterman in football and basketball 


CLARK, De’Von WR 6:3, 160 South Holland, IL Morian Catholic 
All-Conference @ Had 95 coreer receptions for 1,645 yards and 22 touchdowns @ As a senior, had 44 recep- 
fions for 840 yards and 10 touchdowns @ Had 28 receptions for 480 yards and 10 touchdowns as a senior. 


CRONIN, Ben OL 6-5, 270 Ames Ames 
USA Today honorable mention All:American @ PrepStar All-American @ Two-time All-State @ Two-fime All- 
Conference @ Team captain @ Three-year letterman in track. 


DODD, Fabian Di 6-3, 280 Louderhill, FL Piper 
All-State @ Two-time All-Conference Had 223 career tackles, 18 sacks and seven fumbles recovered @ As a 
senior, had 68 tackles, five sacks and three fumbles recovered. | 


FERENTZ, Brian OL 6-2, 245 lowa City City High 
All-State @ All-Conference @ Team captain @ Started on offense ond defense Four-year letterman in wrestling. | 
FOLLETT, Mike DB 65,215 West Des Moines Volley 


Ranked No. 73 safety nationally by Rivals!00.com # Twortime All-Conference @ Two-year starter at quarter- 
back # Completed 58 passes for 984 yards with just four interceptions # Had 589 yards rushing and 111 touch- 
downs @ Had 20 career rushing touchdowns # Member of basketball and soccer teams. 


| GATES, Ben TE 66, 235 Toledo South Toma 
All-State # Two-time All-Conference @ Team captain # Had 1,434 career receiving yards and 14 touchdowns 
@ Had 19 sacks and five punts blocked as defensive end, 


GRAY, Lee DL 6-6, 270 Dallas, TX Bishop Dunne 
All-State on offense and defense @ District Defensive Most Valuable Player @ Team captain @ Had 74 tackles as 
a senior @ Had 27 receptions for 347 yards and six touchdowns @ Had 100 career tackles. 


Size HOMETOWN Hic ScHoot / Couece 


GREENWAY, Chod DB 6-4,215 Mt. Vernon, SD Mt. Vernon 

Gatorade South Dakota Player of the Year # Three-time All-State # Three-time All-Conference @ Played quar- 
terbock and free safety Helped team fo wo consecutive state championships @ Hod 364 career rushing | 
attempts for 3,118 yards @ Completed 171 of 290 passes for 2,572 yards @ Had 407 career tackles and 23 
interceptions @ As a senior, had 132 tackles and four interceptions @ Lettered in football, basketball, baseball | 
ond track. } 


HINKEL, Ed DB 6-1, 170 Erie, PA Cathedral Prep 

| All-State @ Conference Defensive Player of the Year @ Completed 67 of 142 career passes for 1,483 yards and 
22 touchdowns @ Had 1,034 yards rushing and 16 scores @ Had 30 career receptions for 774 yards and 10 
| touchdowns @ Had 108 career tackles and 16 interceptions @ Had school record nine career punts returned for 
| touchdowns # Averaged 36.4 yards per punt # Letered in football, basketball and track. 


HODGE, Abdul LB 6-2, 220 Fort Lauderdale, FL Boyd Anderson 
SuperPrep All-American All-State @ Three-year letterman @ Hod 308 career tackles, 22 sacks, six intercep- 
fions and eight fumbles recovered, including two returned for touchdowns @ Four-year letterman 


Name / Posmon 


JONES, C.J. WR 6-0, 185 Boynton Beoch, FL Garden City {KS} CC 
Elite 16 junior college AlltAmerican @ As a sophomore, hod 42 receptions for 927 yards and 10 touchdowns @ | 
Retumed eight punts for touchdowns # Prep All-State @ Four-year letterman in football and track. 


LARSEN, Blake OL 67,34 Allantic Atfontic | 
Parade All-American @ USA Today All-American # Gatorade lowa Player of the Year @ Ranked No. 1 offen: | 
sive lineman nationally by PrepStar Detroit Free Press All-Midwest All-State @ Four-year starter Four-year 
letterman in basketball and track # Averaged 18 points and 10 rebounds per game for basketball team. 


NEUBAUER, Matt OLB 6-6, 225 lowa Falls lowa Falls 
| All-Conference linebacker and punter @ Also played tight end @ As a senior, had 70 tackles and one intercep- 
| tion despite only playing five games @ Averaged 39 yards per punt @ Hod 263 career tockles. 


ROBERTS, Jeremire DB 6-2, 210 Port Arthur, TX Trinity Valley (TX) CC 
Second-team junior college All-American # Set conference record for interceptions with 11, retuming hwo 
for touchdowns @ As a sophomore, had 130 tackles @ Prep All-District as a senior quarterback # Team 
captain. 


| ROTH, Mait LB 6-4, 245 Villa Park, IL Willowbrook 
Reebok All-American @ All-State @ Conference Defensive Player of the Year @ Had 271 tackles, 
| 52 tackles for loss and 15 sacks in final wo seasons @ Had 161 tackles, 23 tackles for loss, four sacks, 
12 kicks blocked ond 10 fumbles caused as a senior @ Had four rushing touchdowns Four-year 
letterman. 


SHELTON, Adolphus DB 5-10, 165 Dallas, TX Carter 
Had 73 career tackles and four interceptions @ As a senior, had 38 tackles and two interceptions @ Three-year 
letterman in football @ Four-year letterman in track @ State qualifier in 100- and 200-meter dashes. 


STEWART, Kehari WR 6-6, 230 Detroit, MI 
All-State @ All-City @ Had 62 tackles and 27 sacks as a senior @ Averaged 18 yard: 
sons @ Three-year letterman in basketball at center. 


Finney 
s per catch in final two sea- 


RESULTS 


SCHEDULE 


| 
| (3-9, 3-5) PASSING MM Sept. 1 Kent 
Arr Comp Yarps Pct 
7 Kansas State 27 [Mullen 141,74 877-525 5 Sept. 8 Miami (OH) | 
2] Western Michigan 7 | McCann 136 79 862 58.1 5 4) | 
RUSHING Sept. 15 at lowa State 
14 lowa State 24 NAME No Yaros Ave Lc 1D | 
1a) GNebrka 42 Betts 23309047 65S | Sept. 29 Penn State 
| Allen 34 135 4.0 15 0 ; 
33 Indiana A5 | Crockett 7 7 aes a0 Oct. 6  atPurdue 
| Pollio 3 13 4.3 5 0} 
21. Michigan State 16 RECEIVING Oct. 13. at Michigan State 
0 Illinois 31 No Yaros  AvG 
Kasper Fe i Clnies eae) | Oct. 20 Indiana 
10 — Ohio State 38 Hill 8 AAs OFS eS) | a 
Trippeer 19 1988 «99 ~«#2418 + ~©0| ~+| Oct. 27 Michigan 
7 Wisconsin 13 | Barton 18 O77 esi 39 1 
D2. ‘PaanSinis 23 DEFENSIVE LEADERS Nov. 3 at Wisconsin 
Tacktes: Meyer 92; Woods 91; Kampman 86; Dolezal 70. N 10 t North t 
27 Northwestern 7 INTERCEPTIONS: Hansen 3; Dodge 2; Woods 1. ee cease eS ody 
| 3 Pi : : ; Herr: | = 
24 Minnesota a7 | QB Sacks: Pickens 6; Cole 5; Kampman 3; Herron 3. | Minnesota 


| Tacktes For Loss: Montgomery 11; Pickens 10. 


130 Linpy’s Footeatt ANNUALS 


2001 


16 victory over Michigan State. He com- 
pleted five of seven passes on the final drive, 
including three on third down and the game- 
winner, a 43-yard screen to Kevin Kasper. 

Beutjer knows he faces long odds to 
win a job that he won, but eventually lost 
because of injury. After spending the win- 
ter as a practice body for the lowa basket- 
ball team, he also knows he needs to add 
weight (he’s a spindly 6-5, 200 pounds) 
and work on reading defenses. 

“T'll do anything I can. Sacrifice every- 
thing,” he said. “No.1 is definitely my 
goal. I’m basically going to live in the film 
room this summer.” 

Banks, a 6-1, 185-pounder, is the wild 
card. 

He passed for 2,065 yards and 15 TDs 
while leading Hinds (Miss.) Community 
College to an 11-1 record and the Missis- 
sippi state junior college title last season. 
He also rushed for almost 500 yards. 

Ferentz said he could see a package 
that would use Banks as a change-of-pace 
type quarterback. 

“We might bring him in to change the 
tempo,” Ferentz said.“That might be a 
strategy we employ. I’m not saying we 
will or won't, but I think we'd certainly 
consider it.” 

The quarterback will lean on senior 
Ladell Betts, one of the Big Ten’s top 
returning running backs. The QB also will 
have senior wideout Kahlil Hill, who fin- 
ished seventh in the Big Ten last season 


THE BEST anpD 
THE BRIGHTEST 


Most Valuable Player 
RB Ladell Betts 


Emerging Star 

OT Robert Gallery 

Top Newcomer 
DB Jeremire Roberts 


with 121.2 all-purpose yards per game. 
An emerging offensive line should help, 
too. 

The Hawkeyes netted 1,090 rushing 
yards last season. Betts gained 1,090 
yards last season. It’s elementary that 
Ladell Betts is lowa’s running game. 

Betts notched his first 1 ,000-yard sea- 
son. He rushed for more than 100 yards in 
four games. He is third on lowa’s career 
rushing list with 2,626 yards, needing 
1,530 yards to become the career leader. 

“He’s certainly proven his standing on 


the football team,” Ferentz said. “I'd 
be surprised and disappointed if he 
didn't perform at a really high level 
this year.” 

Senior fullback Jeremy Allen is 
one of lowa’s more intriguing play- 
ers. A weight standout in track, the 
6-1, 240-pounder had his junior sea- 
son destroyed by ankle injuries. But 
between injuries, he was a bruising 
runner who showed good hands. 

After missing his sophomore sea- 
son due to suspension, Hill has posi- 
tioned himself for a big senior year. 
The keyword is positioned. 

“I think it’s fair to say (Kahlil) has 
had a rough road,” Ferentz said. “The 
way he’s dealt with it, he’s been 
very, very positive. He’s a quiet guy. 
To me, his actions speak loudly.” 

Hill, a 6-3, 195-pounder who 
missed a lot of spring with a leg 
injury, caught 58 passes for 619 
yards last season. He also averaged 
27.2 yards on kick returns and 9.6 
yards on punt returns. 

He is the headliner in a group of 
unheralded and inexperienced 
receivers. Senior Chris Oliver is the 
best of the rest. He averaged 20.6 
yards per catch. 

Senior Tim Dodge moved back 


KAHLIL HILL IS THE HEADLINER 
IN A GROUP OF UNHERALDED RECEIVERS. 
PHOTO BY JOHN WILLIAMSON 


to receiver after struggling as a cor- 
nerback last season. Sophomore Mo 
Brown, junior college transfer C.J. Jones 
and freshman Warren Holloway and Dar- 
ius Butler could figure. 

lowa tight ends have caught two TD 
passes in three years. But that could 
change. Converted linebacker Dallas Clark 
caught a team-high three receptions for 
55 yards in the spring game, including a 
19-yard TD. 

lowa’s offensive line is looking for a 
renaissance. While rifling through eight 
combinations of starters in 12 games last 
season, the Hawkeyes allowed a whop- 
ping 57 sacks. 

The inside is locked down, with jour- 
neyman junior Bruce Nelson sliding from 
guard to center. Nelson hasn't missed 
a snap in two seasons. After missing 
much of the season with a knee injury, 
guard Eric Steinbach returned to pick up 
the running game in the final month. 
Senior Alonzo Cunningham will slide from 
tackle to guard, a position that should 
play to his body (6-4, 300) and quickness. 

The tackles will be somewhat inexpe- 
rienced. Giant sophomore Robert Gallery 
(6-7, 305) is expected to hold down left 
tackle. He switched to tackle from tight 
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end midway through last season. Sopho- 
more Sam Aiello is the No. 1 right tackle 
going into fall. He battled inexperience 
and an irregular heartbeat while learning 
on the job last season. 

lowa’s defense ran through an early- 
season gauntlet, facing Big 12 bowl vic- 
tors Nebraska, Kansas State and lowa 
State, and the Hawkeyes’ statistics never 
really recovered. They finished 108th out 
of 114 Division | teams in total defense, 
allowing 440.9 yards per game. 

What the stats don’t show is the arc of 
improvement. With a few holes plugged 
in the secondary, the same lowa defense 
that was gutted early stung high-powered 
Northwestern in November, holding the 
Wildcats to 17 points and more than 100 
yards below their average output. 

The front seven will be heard from this 
season. Ends Aaron Kampman and Colin 
Cole and tackles Derrick Pickens and Jerry 
Montgomery give a blend of muscle and 
speed. Pickens led lowa with seven sacks. 
Montgomery had a team-high 11 tackles 
for loss. Kampman should be a year better 
after making the switch from linebacker. 

“This is the most physical we've been 
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HAWKEYES SPRING ROSTER SPRING UPDATE 


Pos. Class Hr. . HOMETOWN Pos. Cuass Hr, Wr. HOMETOWN posh hotel, a balcony, a hot 
76 Som Aielo OL_$o 65 310 Cont Sto, Md Don Kat CB fr & 1219 Brookfield, WI tub and, of course, the beauty 
47 Jeremy Allen St G1 240_Indionopalis, IN 53. Willlock OL 3.255 Nowa Springs f Miami Beach h 
87 Kody Asis OL fe) 162 35) CodorFole 50 George Levis 1B So 63 230 ‘Fi Louderdab, FL of Miami Beach — the : 
49 Jonathon Bobineoux DL So. 2—«255.—‘Port Athur, TK 29) lernelé Levis RB Fr «S11 208 Bloomfield, CT women, the ocean, the women. This 
7 eee Ok 61 185 mae FL 70 Andy Lightfoot a s&s 66 294 Des Plaines, iL was December. They were a million 
51 Fred Borr B ok 62 28 on, FL 32 Sicko Mossoquci RB = S11 200 Evonston IL g 7 
79 Kehin Bell OT Fr 62 300 Olive Bronch, MS 4 Kyle McCann GBS 65 214 Geson miles from the dreary Midwestern 
4 lodel Bets RB Se S11 215 Blue Springs, MO 90 Bloke McKibbin TE Ft 64 215  Urbondde weather they left back home. Blake 
16 Jon Beuter OB So 65 200 Wheaton IL 23 MarqueasNelourin —sB_sdk_ «SSB «175 St Louis, MO Larsen and Matt Roth were soaking in 
31 Chorlie Bodiford Bo Fr 62235 Miami, FL 58 Peter NkMahon OL fr 67 312 Wahlert their football recruiting trip to Miami. 
4 Scot Boleyn Dk = S11 195 Dubuque 57 Brion Meidiinger O S 66 30 Comcl Bhs “They had usi hotel.” 
75 Kory Borchers OL % 66 20 leMos 30 Roger Meyer IBS 63 24d ‘Rock Ropids SY NANS Neal aWeSPMe DO, 
68. occ Bowers Of 65° 265. Sem Gly 59-_lahn Mickelon Df 63 245 WetOsMons | Said Roth, a 6-4, 245-pound linebacker 
1 David Brody GB fr =~ 602-205. Som Diego, CA 43 Aaron Mickens FB/DE Fr S10 235. Copperas Cove, TX from Villa Park (Ill.) Willowbrook High 
9 Maurie Brown WR So 62 210 Louderdole, FL 91 Jerry Monigemery DLS 63300 Mesquile, NV « : 
8 Mikkel Brown DBS 510-195 Glen Rock, NI 80 John Moncheiser,i| TE =r |S Gh 248 Salle, School. “Hot tubs in the room and on 
84 Tony Bute Bok 64 212” ~bowaCly 70 Broaden in 6 20” Bineabng the balcony. You could see the whole 
10 Note Compbell WR fr 510 195 Gene, 13. Ramon Ochoa WR So 510189 Maywood, CA city and the beach. It was beautiful.” 
40 Edgor Crvondes FB So 63-240. Maywood, CA 28 Cody O'Hore DL Sr 4 270 Wawerly Larsen is a 6-7. 300-pound offen- 
66 Erik Chinander Oe 60 280 Allison 6 Chris Oliver WR Sr 62210 Flossmoor, IL F li f Atl ti | t 
44 Dols Clerk Tk G4 24 Liemore 25. Derek Poge Dk 61 203 Pinel Se Se Oy eeu etae ep ae 
3B yon Cork DBF 64 210 Woke 78 Oringheo Poyne DL So 59 25) Davenport flights from Atlantic the Ocean. 
% Jared Clauss DL So 65 287 West Des Moines 92. Derrick Pickens DL Sr 62-284 Houston, TX “The hotel was nice, but the women 
94 Colin Cole DL Je 62300 Platoon, FL 73. David Porter O S 67 316 Belevil IL » : : : ’ 
3. Sean Considine DB fr «= 60190 Byron, It 5. Dovid Roh QB S 65 1% Edina, MN ren Larsen said. At this point you're : 
15 Robbie Crocket RS 60 207 Bote Creek, Ml 36 Soot athe RB ok 60 285 lowly | thinking Iowa is in deep doo-doo. But it 
74 Honea Cwrrioghom OLS Gd 305) kway 57 Tom Revok BF 63 2%0 Loker WN was about this point when Roth turned 
$ aay ol . 64 290 Boulder, CO 98 Deereck wee DE fr 65 260 Hees to Larsen, while they enjoyed the hot 
im WR 510 180 Brin 71 Eric Rotwel OLS 63 0 Meforond, WI ; 
39 Mie Dolea B63 240 Nohtomed, MN 2 fred Rl (So 58 177 baie, M tub on the balcony, and said he was 
Chagos Ej OB fr 60 200 CedorRopids 33 Bob Sonders DBS 58 194 Erie,PA going to play football at Iowa. 
89 Nick Eller TE So 64 248 Hubbard 19 Benny Sopp DB So $1018] FA. Louderdole, FL “My jaw just dropped,” Larsen said. 
69 Marsholl Freemon Oo Fr 64 210 Geneseo, it 12 so Sy WR fr 6&1 (180 Gy mI always felt strongly about lowa. And 
78 Robert Gallery OL So 67 300 Masorvile 20 Chris Smith DB So S11 195 Paris, 1X ae in Miami and f the b 
52 JocebGoncorcayk Bsr «220i IL 85 Bon Sobieski OLS 65305 Mahomed, MN tere am in Miami and one of the best 
34 Aaron Grevng SoS 207 Ames 42. Gront Steen 1B So 63 238 Emmehbug linebackers in the country tells me he’s 
10 Shone Hall : DBS S11 201 Bumwville, MN 56 Eric Steinbach O k 67 2 newt IL going to Iowa. That hit the switch with 
17 Aromis Haralson OB OFF 63 197 FA. louderdale, FL 21 Matt Stockdole DB Sr «= 510 188 lowo Follls, 14 . ‘ 
63 Jory Helms DL So 2 ~— 265. Chicago, IL 94 Andy Thorn TE Fr = 5-255 Waterford, Ml me. | set When do you want to 
3 Kohli Hil WR & 63 195 lowaCiy 64 Pee Troyer Ok 63 20 Milen, WI commit: 
48 Howard Hodges DL So 62 235 Copperas Cove, TX 96 John Troynee DL S61 247 Mion, WI ¢ After spring, junior offensive line- 
“ ene “ . = : be — “ Sania = . 3 . sa man Bruce Nelson will have touched 
i Z J 0 () if 7 \ ty . 
81 Tony Jockson Te. oh 63 265 — Ypsilonti, MI 58 Scot Webb Oo st 62 295  Sigouney them all. As a freshman, he switched 
35 Erk Jensen TE So 63 259 Appleton, WI 12 Nick Whisker ok 63 205 bwCy from tight end and started at left tackle. 
5. DJ. Johnson DB dr = 510192 Nopervile, It 22 Dan Wilioms WR Jr 6&2 190 Midian, VA Last year, he played guard. He'll begin 
WR of & fi 35. Atal - 
82 Jhonte Jones 62 170 lene 53 Kevin Worthy B® So 62 235 Aboll, AL fall drills as the No. 1 center. 
85 Nate Koeding KP So 6-0 165 Corolle 
54 Aaron Kamoman DL St 6A (282 Kesley Roster ond depth subject to change. V Left tackle Robert Gallery, a 6-7, 
— <a es = = ~~ 305-pound sophomore, is the square 
2001 PROJECTED DEPTH CHART peg in an athletic family. His oldest 
brother, Jay, played a few years of 
football at Coe College in Cedar Rapids, 
QB Kyle McCann, Sr*/Jon Beuljer, So | | DE — Colin Cole, Jr/Joe Uselman, Sr | Towa. Nick was an All-Big Ten punter 
RB —_Ladell Betts, Sr*/Jermelle Lewis, Fr DT Derrick Pickens, Sr*/Jared Clauss, So for Iowa in 1995. Julie Gallery is a 
FB Jeremy Allen, Sr*/ Robbie Crockett, Sr DT —_ Jerry Montgomery, Sr*/Cody O'Hare, Sr senior high jumper on the lowa women’s 
SE Kahlil Hill, Sr*/Maurice Brown, So DE Aaron Kampman, Sr*/Howard Hodges, So track team. And John, the youngest, will 
” ~ we ies Jones, Jr | OLB con Steen, een So. walk-on at lowa asa punter. 
EK Jawan ie 7 Meyer, Sr*/Mi sr 5 ey 
i las Clark, Jr/Eri patel So | MLB yer, Sr i e Dolezal, Sr © There's hope that junior tackle 
iT Robert Gallery, So*/David Porter, Sr WLB Fred Barr, Jr/Kevin Worthy, So F Oe 
at Ea : noe Ben Sobieski will return to 100 percent 
G ric Steinbach, Jr*/Andy Lightfoot, Jr ike Matt Stockdale, Sr*/Aramis Haralson, Fr : 
C Bruce Nelson, Jr*/Eric Rothwell, So RC _ Benny Sapp, So*/Adolphus Shelton, Fr before fall drills. The 6-5, 300-pounder 
RG Alonzo Cunningham, Sr*/Sam Aiello, So SS Bob Sanders, So*/Derek Pagel, Jr has missed consecutive seasons because 
RT __ Kory Borchers, So/Blake Larsen, Fr FS Jeremire Roberts, Jr/Chris Smith, So of shoulder surgery. Sobieski was held 
K Nate Kaeding, So*/Nate Campbell, Jr | P David Bradley, Fr/Nate Kaeding, So out of contact during spring practice. 
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SENIOR LADELL BETTS IS ONE OF THE BIG 
TEN’S TOP RETURNING RUNNING BACKS. 
PHOTO BY STEVE BEYER 


up front on both sides of the ball since 
| have been here,” Kampman said. “I 
really feel that the work in the weight 
room is starting to pay off.” 

Outside linebacker is a concern. 
Sophomores Grant Steen and George 
Lewis are competing. Senior R.]. Meyer 
and junior Fred Barr hold down the other 
two spots. Meyer was lowa’s No, 2 tack- 
ler with 95. If senior middle linebacker 
Mike Dolezal returns from a shoulder 
injury, depth will be plentiful. 

The secondary underwent a major 
makeover last season. When the staff 
finally settled on cornerbacks Benny Sapp 
and Matt Stockdale, the sieve closed. 
Sapp finished among Big Ten leaders with 
14 pass breakups. Stockdale broke up 
seven passes in just three starts. 

The makeover didn’t stop at corner. 
After making a mark with huge hits on 
special teams, sophomore Bob Sanders 
finally shoved his way to the front of the 
line at strong safety. He didn’t disappoint, 


Apologies Needed? All Betts Are Off 


sually, it’s the offensive linemen 
[rte open the thank-you notes. 

You know, the ones from the 
overjoyed running back who’s bene- 
fited from their gripping and grunting 
up front. 

At lowa the past few years, it’s 
been the other way around. And 
instead of thank-you notes, running 
back Ladell Betts could have expected 
letters of apology. 

“About overlooking that 290-pound 
defensive tackle, lade | just want to 
say...” 

‘ “| never once saw Ladell display 
any frustration, any negative body lan- 
guage, anything,” lowa coach Kirk Fer- 
eniz said, “I think in a normal person, 
that would’ve been normal sbevier, 

It was frustrating. But he was encourag- 
ing. He never had a bad word about 
his teammates.” 

As the newbies have learned on the 
job, Betts has managed to keep his 
cool, his bendable body parts and 
some nice stats. 

You don’t have to squint to see 
Betts managed fo squeeze ina few 
positives between the linebackers last 
season. He put up his first 1,000- 


becoming a nuisance in blitz packages 

and a fire-breathing nuisance in run sup- 
port. Juco transfer Jeremire Roberts, who 
intercepted 11 passes last season at Trin- 


ity Valley Community College (TX), is a 
prime candidate at free safety. 
The special teams question is finding 


yard season at lowa, rushing 232 
times for 1,090 yards, hee also 
happened to be lowa’s total net rush- 
ing yards. He averaged 4.7 yards a 
carry and missed just a few downs 
because of injury. 

Betts is comfortable being “the 
guy.” He sets the example with his 
work ethic. He is maniacal about 

reparation, hogging every practice 
rep that the Be will a ae him to 
have. 

“| don’t like to be the guy standin 
on the side watching,” Betts said. “! like 
to do what everybody else is doing.” 

Really ... 

“Believe it or not, Im a really nice 
guy, but on the field, I’m kind of 
aggressive. | like to go out there and 
get banged around and bang people 
up a bit.” 

... he does. 

“| like to think I’m a tough runner. 
| like to finish every run. | like to scratch 
and claw for every yard | can get. 
| don’t like to go down easy. | don’t like 
to let one person take me down. That's 
the job of being a running back.” 

Scratching and clawing. Hey, it 
could come to that. 4 


a replacement for punter Jason Baker, who 
held the position for four years. Freshman 
David Bradley, recruited as a quarterback, 
is the frontrunner, battling kicker Nate 
Kaeding. Bradley averaged 42.1 yards on 
10 punts in the spring game. 

Kaeding is unquestioned at kicker. 

He has a streak of seven straight field 
goals going into the season. 

The Hawkeyes haven't had a winning 
season in three years and haven't been to 
a bowl game since the 1997 Sun Bowl. 

In ‘O1, the goal is a bowl. 

Well, kind of. Don’t bet the mortgage; 
don’t get ahead of yourself; don't buy a 
non-refundable ticket to Pasadena, just 
know that Ferentz doesn’t wince when 
bowl is mentioned. 

“Now that we've experienced the 
highs and lows, | think it’s fair to say we 
want to win more, obviously,” Ferentz 
said. “Certainly, we'll have the goal of 
going to a bowl, no question about that.” 

— Mike Koolbeck 
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he day he announced he had 
[ secees to accept a $17 million offer 
to play baseball for the New York 
Yankees and to pass up his senior season 
at Michigan, Drew Henson was asked if 
his departure killed any chance the 
Wolverines had of challenging for a fourth 


Big Ten championship in five seasons. 

Henson shook his head. 

“Michigan is Michigan,” he said sim- 
ply. “Long after Coach (Lloyd) Carr, me 
and my teammates are gone, Michigan 
will still be here and it will still be success- 
ful. | am just another player coming 
through and trying to leave a mark and 
trying to win championships. The team 
will be fine. The coaching staff is outstand- 
ing. My teammates will be motivated. 

I don't worry about them at all.” 

He might not, but Carr certainly has 
good reason to. With Henson's surprising 
announcement during the first week of 
spring practice, Michigan was suddenly 
left with an offense that bore no resem- 
blance to the one that tore through the 
Big Ten last season. 

U-M expected it had to do a rebuild- 
ing job on offense. Tailback Anthony 
Thomas, Michigan’s all-time leading 
rusher, had graduated. So had four-fifths 
of the offensive line that helped make 
Thomas’ rushing record possible. Junior 
wide receiver David Terrell jumped to the 
NEL. 

Those were all tremendous hits. Hen- 
son's departure was like being blindsided. 
“That offense was awfully special,” 
Carr said. “It’s as good an offense as I’ve 

been around.” 

It was indeed. U-M was one of three 
teams to average more than 200 yards 
rushing and 200 yards passing a game 
last season. The offense overcame a 21-7 


THE WOLVERINES ARE ESPECIALLY 
STRONG AT LINEBACKER WHERE 
JUNIOR VICTOR HOBSON RETURNS. 
PHOTO BY STEVE BEYERS 


Wins Will be Abundant Despite 


MICHIGAN 


WOLVERINES 


deficit to win 35-31 at Illinois. It was 
nearly perfect in scoring 28 points on four 
first-half possessions at Purdue. It crushed 
Indiana. It put up an astounding 51 points 
in a heart-breaking three-point loss at 
Northwestern. 

And it mustered enough big plays 


and points to defeat Ohio State in Colum- 
bus and Auburn in the Citrus Bowl. 

“That offense was everything a quar- 
terback could ask for,” Henson said. 
“Anthony was a tremendous running 
back, and the offensive line was outstand- 
ing all season. We had so many guys to 
go to in the passing game. It was fun 
knowing that week to week we had all 
those weapons capable of scoring points.” 

The cupboard isn't exactly bare. It 
never is at Michigan. But Carr has never 
had a rebuilding job like this one. With the 
exception of Henson, who started for the 
first time last season after alternating with 
and backing up Tom Brady for two sea- 
sons, every departing player was a major 
contributor for at least two seasons. 
Thomas and two of his blockers, Steve 
Hutchinson and Jeff Backus, helped the 
Wolverines win the national championship 
in 1997. 


} 2000: 9-3 overall; 6-2 in Big Ten (T-Ist) 

} COACH: Lloyd Carr —At Michigan and 

| Overall: 58-16, 6 years 

| RETURNING STARTERS: | 3; 4 offense, 
] 8 defense, kicker/punter 

| PLAYERS TO WATCH: FB BJ. Askew, 

| WRs Marquise Walker and Ronald Bel- 


lamy, LBs Victor Hobson and Larry Foote, 
DE Dan Rumishek, SS Julius Curry, CB 
Todd Howard, K-P Hayden Epstein 

| PRIMARY STRENGTH: Experience on 
defense. U-M defenders struggled last sea- 
son, but the front seven is as good as any in 


Heavy Losses 


“We're going to have to plug a lot of 
young guys into those positions, but they 
have been around the guys who were the 
starters,” Carr said. “Hopefully, they’ve 
learned some things from them.” 

And some learned by doing, most 
notably third-year sophomore quarterback 


John Navarre and sophomore tailback 
Chris Perry. 

In much the same way as he is on the 
spot now, Navarre started the first four 
games last season in place of the injured 
Henson. In his first two appearances, he 
completed over 73 percent of his passes, 
throwing seven touchdowns and no inter- 
ceptions in wins against Bowling Green 
and Rice. After those two games, he led 
the nation in passing efficiency. 

But he struggled when the Wolver- 
ines hit the road. He completed just one 
of his 10 pass attempts and threw his only 
interception of the season in the second 
half of a 23-20 loss at UCLA, and he had 
trouble moving the offense in the first half 
at Illinois the following weekend. Henson 
replaced him for the final series of the first 
half in that game, and Navarre returned to 
his backup role. 


the Big Ten. Secondary should benefit from 
arrival of four first-year defensive backs. 

POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: The offense. 
The Wolverines graduated enough top 
talent to put together a decent NFL squad 
and OB Drew Henson is now playing for 
the New York Yankees. 

OWERVIEW: The good news — most of 
the defense is back. The bad news is — it 
is pretty much the same unit that gave up 
record yardage totals last season. With so 
many big-play stars gone, the offense is 
likely to take a while to come together. 
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OLVERINES*REGRUITING 


Name / Position Size HOMETOWN HicH ScHoot / Cousce 


BARAKA, Kelly RB 6-0, 180 Portage Northem 

USA Today All-American # Parade All-American @ As a senior, had 1,624 yards rushing and 26 touch- 
downs on 169 carries, despite missing two games @ Had seven receptions for 115 yards @ Set school 
record with 309 yards rushing in one game @ Had six touchdowns in one game on only 13 carries @ 
State champion in 100- and 200-meter dashes. 


BRINTON, SpencerQB 6-5, 220 Hemet, CA San Diego State 
Transferred from San Diego State @ Had two years eligibility remaining # Has completed two-year Mor- | 


mon mission, 


| CURRY, Markus DB 6-0, 180 Detroit Valley Forge Prep 
Participated in spring practice. 
EALEY, Kyle TE 67, 240 Broadview, IL St. Joseph 


Prep Football Report All-American @ PrepStar Dream Team @ As a junior, caught 25 passes for 421 
yards. 


EDWARDS, Braylon WR 6-3, 192 Harper Woods Bishop Gallagher 
Played only one season @ Had 28 receptions for 470 yards and five touchdowns # Had 73 tackles, 
seven sacks and five interceptions @ Runs 4.5 in the 40-yard dash. 


HENIGE, Leo OL 65,315 Chesaning Chesaning 

Prep Football Report All-American  All-Stote # Four-year starter @ Helped team to state championship 
as a sophomore @ Had 200 career pancake blocks and never allowed a sack @ As a senior, had 46 | 
| tackles, four sacks and fwo field goals blocked. 


JACKSON, Marlin DB 6-1, 180 Sharon, PA Sharon 
| USA Today All-American @ Had 84 tackles, five interceptions and 11 passes broken up as a senior # 
Kickoff returner @ Runs 4.4 in the 40-yard dash. 


LENTZ, Matt OL 66, 305 Ortonville Brandon 
SuperPrep All-American @ Prep Football Report All-Midwest Region # Two-way starter. 


| MASSAQUOI, Tim WR = 6-4, 215 Breinigsville, PA Parkland 
| Averaged 20 yards per reception during final hwo seasons @ Had 70 tackles and two interceptions, 


MASSEY, Patrick DL 6-8, 235 Brecksville, OH St. Ignatius 
USA Today second-team All-American @ Top prospect in Ohio @ As a senior, had 20 sacks, indluding | 
four in one game, and almost 30 quarterback hurries Standout basketball player. 


MCCLINTOCK, Scott LB 6-3, 225 Belle Vernon, PA Belle Vernon 

Had 172 tackles, one interception retumed for touchdown, three fumbles caused, two passes broken up 
and six sacks as a senior Had 700 yards rushing and seven touchdowns # Had 900 all-purpose 
yards. 


RESULTS 


INDIVIDUAL STATS 


Name / Position Size HOMETOWN Hich ScHoo / Couece 


OFILI, Alex DL 6-4, 230 Ypsilonti Ypsilanti | 
Second-team All-Metro @ As a senior, had 80 tackles and nine sacks @ Could play defensive end or out- 
side linebacker. 


REID, Lawrence LB 61,215 Pickerington, OH Pickerington 
Ohio Defensive Player of the Year # Had 128 tackles, eight sacks and 25 tackles for loss as a 
senior. 


| SANDERSON, Sean RB 6-3, 270 Knoxville, TIN Farragut 

All-State at running back @ Also played linebacker @ As a senior, had 1,013 yards rushing and 22 
| touchdowns on 126 carries @ Had 16 receptions for 385 yards and five touchdowns. 
| SARANTOS, Joey |B 63,215 Portage Northem 
| All-State @ Three-time All-Conference @ Had 100 tackles, 15 tackles for loss and five sacks as a senior # 
| As a junior, had 100 tackles. 


SHAZOR, Ernest DB 6-4, 210 Detroit King 

| USA Today All-American @ Parade AllAmerican # As a senior, had 97 tackles, eight interceptions and 
two punts blocked @ Had seven interceptions as a junior @ Runs 10,7 in the 100-yard dash @ Played 
free safety and comerback during prep career. 


SIMELIS, Dan OL 


6-6, 295 Coraoplis, PA Montour | 
PrepStar Dream Team @ Prep Football Report All-American. 
SPYTEK, David DL 6-7, 242 Pewaukee, WI Catholic Memorial 


Has 30 sacks in final two seasons @ Standout power forward for the basketball team @ High jumps for 
| the track team. 


| STENAVICH, AdomOL 65,260 ‘Marshfield, WI Marshfield 
| Prep Football Report All-American # All-State at offensive tackle # Had 48 tackles and five quarterback 
socks at defensive tackle. 


STEWART, JocobDB 511,196 Ypsilanti Ypsilanti 
Prep Football Report All-Midwest Region @ Had 65 tackles and three interceptions as a senior. 


| UNDERWOOD, David RB 6-0, 220 Madisonville, TX Madisonville 
| As a senior, had 1,548 yards rushing and 34 touchdowns @ Hod 1,231 yards rushing and 11 touch- 
| downs as a junior @ Runs the 100-meter dash for track team. 


WOODS Pierre Di 66, 225 Cleveland, OH Glenville 

USA Today second-team All-American @ Had 89 tackles, 15 sacks and 20 tackles for loss as a senior # 
Also played fight end @ Has a 36-inch vertical jump @ Runs the 100-meter and long jumps for the track 
team 


- : : ——— 


AWOOKATHHEWOLVERINES 


SCHEDULE 


(9-3, 6-2) ___Passine Sept. 1 Miami (OH) 
; Att Comp Yarps Pct TD _ Int 
42 Bowling Green 7 Henson 237. 146 2146 61.6 «18 «4 Sept. 8 at Washington 
38 Rice Navarre 77 40 583 519 8 1] 
RUSHING Sept. 15 Western Michigan 
2 So 23 Name No_—Yaros_~«=AvG:~—oiLG | a 
35 Illinois 31 [Thomas 319 1733 54 68 18 | Sept. 22 _ lllinois 
= 3 Perry Th 417 5.4 42 5 
13 Wisconsin 10 | Cross 27 eae | 0 | Oct. 6 — atPenn State 
31 Purdue 32 Bellamy 11 99 9.0 28 0 
RECEIVING Oct. 13 Purdue 
ary acing 9 No Yawos Ave 
14. Michigan State 0 Terrell 7 130«16957,—sa|_—'|; OC. 27 ~— at lowa 
Walker 49 699 14.3 75 4 nya 
5] Northwestern 54 Askew 18 257 AS 83! | Nov. 3  atMichigan State 
Thomas 17 271 #159 ~~ 70 1 
33 Penn State 1] . 
: DEFENSIVE LEADERS Nov. 10 Minnesota 
38 oO as State 26 | TACKLES: Patman 86; Foote 84; Curry 59; Hobson 58. Nov. ] 7 at Wisconsin 
Citrus BowL | | INTERCEPTIONS: Howard 6; Patmon 3; Foote 2; Curry 2. ' 
QB Sacks: Hobson 3; Brackins 2; Stevens 2; Wilson 2. | ; 
31 Avbum ms | Tacktes For Loss: Hobson 12; Foote 10; Brackins 9. | Noy. 24 — Ohio State 
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“Last year was a great experience for 
me,” Navarre said. “It helped me a lot, 
and it is so beneficial in terms of what 
happened this spring. It’s been easier to 
step in and take control. | feel a lot more 
comfortable than | did last season. I'm not 
as nervous as | was last year.” 

Who backs up Navarre is not nearly so 
clear. Classmate Andy Mignery and red- 
shirt freshman Jermaine Gonzalez are pos- 
sibilities. The wild card in the quarterback 
race is sophomore left-hander Spencer 
Brinton, a former San Diego State starter 
who is returning from a two-year Morman 
mission to South Africa. No one knows 
how quickly he can regain his form and 
learn the Michigan system. 

Perry, who emerged as Thomas’ 
backup and heir apparent last season, has 
the potential to be as productive a runner 
as Thomas. Perry was Michigan's second- 
leading rusher last season as a true fresh- 
man, carrying the ball 77 times for 417 
yards and five touchdowns. His per-game 
rushing average of 41.7 yards paled in 
comparison to Thomas’ 144.4-yard aver- 
age, but the two tailbacks had identical 
5.4 yards-per-carry averages. 

Because Thomas carried so much of 
the rushing load the past two seasons, the 
Wolverines are starting almost from 
scratch in the backfield. Junior fullback 
B.J. Askew did most of his damage in the 
passing game — scoring three touch- 
downs receiving and none rushing — 


THE BEST AND 
THE BRIGHTEST 


Most Valuable Player 
WR Marquise Walker 


Emerging Star 
OB John Navarre 

Top Newcomer 
RB Kelly Baraka 


but he'd like to get more of the carries. 
Highly-regarded freshmen Kelly Baraka 
and David Underwood will fight for play- 
ing time at tailback with veterans Walter 
Cross and Ryan Beard. 

Terrell was one of the best big-play 
receivers ever to play at Michigan, but the 
Wolverines had depth to spare at that 
position. Senior Marquise Walker, who 
averaged 14.3 yards a catch last season, 
is likeliest to become Michigan's go-to 
receiver. Junior Ronald Bellamy and 
sophomores Calvin Bell and Tyrece Butler 


all have outstanding speed and 
hands. 

But any success the Wolverines 
have on offense next season will 
have to start up front, as it tradition- 
ally does in Ann Arbor. Michigan has 
a lot of experience and muscle to 
replace up front. 

Only two returning offensive 
linemen have appreciable playing 
experience. Jonathan Goodwin 
started at right guard during the final 
nine games of the season. His 
backup, Ben Mast, started the first 
three games of the season at that 
position. Goodwin could remain at 
guard, or he might move to center to 
help stabilize the line, as Zach Adami 
did in 1997, 

“A number of our young linemen 
got some playing time early, but 
because most of our games weren't 
settled until the fourth quarter, we 
did not have the opportunity to play 
a lot of people,” Carr said. “But they 
did benefit from playing behind some 
tremendous veterans.” 

Third-year sophomores Tony 
Pape and Demeterious Solomon are 
expected to step into the tackle 
spots. Fifth-year senior Kurt Ander- 
son, fourth-year juniors Joe Denay 
and Dave Petruziello (a converted 
defensive lineman) and third-year 
sophomore Courtney Morgan all have 
designs on an interior line position. All of 
Michigan's tight ends return, and Carr is 
hoping that Shawn Thompson can return 
completely healthy from a knee injury that 
caused him to miss nearly all of the 2000 
season. 

“Every offensive lineman feels good 
about where we are at this point,” 
Petruziello said. “We're much further 
ahead than where Coach Carr said he 
thought we would be. It’s a credit to 
every guy who has worked very hard. 
The chemistry is starting to come 
together, but we all understand that we 
still have a lot of work to do.” 

Carr said he believes the defense, 
which gave up record yardage totals in 
losses at Purdue and Northwestern, will 
be much improved this season. Eight 
starters return, as do senior defensive 
lineman Jake Frysinger and junior strong 
safety Cato June, who both sat out last 
season with injuries. 

“When you lose players like that for 
an entire season, that takes something 
away from your team,” Carr said. “That 
forces you to play guys who might not be 


SENIOR MARQUISE WALKER IS LIKELY TO 
BECOME MICHIGAN’S GO-TO RECEIVER 
PHOTO BY JOE ROBINS 


ready yet. That doesn’t mean they won't 
play hard, but they won't be at the same 
level as the guys they replace. Everybody 
faces the same depth issue. When some- 
one gets hurt, it’s hard to stay at the same 
level. 

“There's no doubt last year's defense 
was the youngest we've had in a long 
time. The good news is that most of them 
are back and all of them can improve. The 
question is: Will they be motivated to do 
that?” 

Fifteen of Michigan's top 17 tacklers 
return from last season. The Wolverines 
are especially strong at linebacker, where 
all three starters return: seniors Eric Brack- 
ins and Larry Foote and junior Victor Hob- 
son. Also back are several quality 
backups, including sophomore Carl Diggs, 
who played well against Penn State and 
Ohio State in place of the injured Brackins. 

The much-maligned secondary should 
be better. Veterans Todd Howard, Julius 
Curry, Jeremy LeSueur and Brandon 
Williams will be pushed for playing time 
by four freshmen: cornerbacks Marlin Jack- 
son and Markus Curry and safeties Ernest 


Shazor and Jacob Stewart. 
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. HOMETOWN 


71 Kurt Anderson OX & 64 299 Glenbrook, I 
44 Dave Armstrong FR dr = 63254 Doylestown, PA 
"5 BU. Askew fk «63 «224 Gnannai, OH 
75. Devid Boos OF. 65 299 Sorowt, Fl 
“64 Stephen Boker Bk = G1 244 Volley Steam, NY 
29 Ryon Beord RB So 59-209 Houston, TK 
27 Covin Bel WR So 61 190 SimiVolley,CA 
“19 Rona Bellamy WR ke 60193 NewOrleons, LA 
61 Josh Blockmon OQ fF 65 29 Jeckson 
60 Grant Bowman DL So G1 281 ~—Blcklick, OH 
34 Phil Brobbs KK So 1197 Midond 
Al Timeny Brocken RB Fr «= «S10. 203 White Cosde, LA 
51 Eric Brockins WB Se 62 235 Pigeon Forge, IN 
45. Philip Brockins TE So  &4 222 FigeonForge, IN 
“65 AndyBrown A S 62 2% Grondledge 
© 9 Tyroce Ber WR So 63 204 _Indhonopols, IN 
91 Emeonvel Cosseus «1B So. 6:2 237 Montreal, Quebec 
17° Seon Cassidy GB of «4 217 Columbus, OH 
55 Andy Chrstote Of 63 279 Gonna, OH 
39 Evan Coleman RB Sr 0-269 Houston, TX 
31 Zio Combs WR fr S11 169 Lexington, KY 
8 Wolter Cross RB Sr S11 209 Washington, MD 
33 Brent Cummings WR So SIl 184 Beldng 
% Julius Curry SS a4 60 191 Detrot 
30. Markus Curry B® Fr 60 180 Detroit ~ 
63. PJ. Cwayna IB Se = S11 225. Grond Ropids 
15. Travis DeMeester Tok = 63233 Ludington 
73 Joe Denay OQ kb 67 BB byGy 
43 Corl Diggs 1B So 1-245 Worren, OH 
24 Charles Drake 0B ok ©1197 LosAngeles, CA 
89 Deiton Dubuc TE ip 64 249 — Fabreville, Quebec 
38 Kevin Dudley Fr «= -208—_—Brookvile, Ind 
85 Tyler Ecker TE: “Pr 66 243 ElDorodoHiills, CA 

| 25. Hayden Epstein FKP Se &2 205 Condi. CA 
88 Adom Finley P/PK Fr = 3-226 Greenwood, IN 
86 Jim Fisher T fr 65 225 Huron, OH 
17 Lowry Foote 1B Se ~=& 1228‘ Debot 
99 Joke Frysinger 0 & &4 277 Groselle 
64 Jef Gaston OL Fr «5S (262—_ Ridgewood, NJ 
82 Joe Ghannam ° So 60 184 Farmington 
18 JermoineGonzoles 08 fr 62 20) Ponte 
78 Jonathan Goodwin OL Sr 64 294 Cobmbio, SC 
6 Victor Habon OB sk 61 242 Mt. Lourel, NJ 
3 Tedd Howard CBS == 510183 Bolingbrook, k 
90 Noman Hever Oh So 65 278 Peoria, AZ 
83 Bennie Joppry 1c 64 258 —Wayzoto, MN 
28 Anthony Jordon BS = 60 -226-—_Nersay City, NI 
2 Cato June FS Je 1213 Weshinglon, OC 
12. Mike Koselitz CB So &4 210 Grosse Pointe City 


Wr. HOMETOWN 


RB So 64 236 Montreal, Quebec 

37 Toch Kouknan 1B So 61-222 Claremont, CA 
22 Ross Kesler WR Fr 62 178 ~ Worsaw, IN 
62. Brodie Kilion OB S 63 230 Dearbom 

36 Brion Loler WR ofr S11 176 Formingion Hil 
97 Shawn lazous DE 63 278 GanclFulon, OH 
21 Jeremy LeSveur CB So 60191 ~—-Holy Springs, MS 
52 Ross Mann SFr &1 20 ‘Pikevile, KY 
20 Michael Manning CG  S& 62 2B Worcester, MA 
58 Roy Manning 1B Fr | 62213 Sognaw 

72. Ben Mast OS 64 298 Massilon, OH 
14 Andy Mignery CB So «63 «234 Homillon, OH 
70 Jeremy Miller SS = 60-225 Swanton, OH 
62. Courmey Morgan A So &2 299 los Angeles, CA 
49 Kirk Moundros fOr 6&2 237 Formingion Hills 
38 Bloke Nosi Bok = 60189 Lansing 

16 John Navarre CB So «S242 Cudahy, WI 

& Troy Nienberg KK ofr. «S270 Ottawa, OH 
53 Shantee Orr RB So 61 246 Detroit 

28 Scolt Ponique fk = 510-253 Santo Ana, CA 
77 Tony Pape O So 66 299 Clarendon Hil, Ik 
57 Dave Pearson Dh So 62 274 Brighton 

97 whe Peel K Fr 60-193 Grand Ropids 
23 Chris Perry RB So 62-228 Advance, NC 
76 Dove Petruziello OL Jt = 4 283 Menor, OH 
55 Jeremy Reod 1B Fr = & 1-228 Son Diego, CA 
7 set Rich FB So S11 230 Youngstown, OH 
2% Aaron Richards WR S 58 176 Reading 

88 Gory Rose DL oS 64 285 Qrinnesec 

40 Eric Rose TS = 63-240 iberal, KS 

92. Don Rumishek DO & 63 27 Adison, lL 

81 Bill Seymour TE Sr 3-252 Granger, IN 
50 Joe Sgroi B ok «SI 216 Phymouh 

22 Jon Shaw S So 511197 Coral Springs, FL 
13. Brion Smalls @® bk 56 167 Willomsbug, VA 
82 Rudy Smith WR & 63 217. Knowille, IN 
74 Demeterivs Solomon OQ So 66 27 Flint 

42 John Spytek B So 63 243 Pewaukee, WI 
99 Andy Stejskol WR fr 63.170 An Atbor 

13. Lory Stevens RB So 63 229 Tacoma, WA 
84 Shawn Thompson TE S& 64 254  Soginaw 

30 Tod Von Pel Bk = (185 510 Owosso 

4 Marquise Walker WR 63 212 — Syrocuse, NY 
32. Kolby Wells 1B Fr. «= & 2-247 Summer Field, FL 
12 Brandon Willioms Cok = S11 180 Omcha, ND 
49 Michoe! Wiliams B fF 60 20 Flim 

68 John Wood O 4s 64 273 Gncinnat, OH 
33 Chorles Young it WR fr $10 186 Flint 
Roster ond depth chart subject fo change. 


2001 PROJECTED DEPTH CHART 


John Navarre, So/Andy Mignery, So 
FB B.J. Askew, Jr*/Dave Armstrong, Jr : 
TB Chris Perry, So/Walter Cross, Sr 

WR Marquise Walker, Sr*/Tyrece Butler, So 

WR Ronald Bellamy, Jr/Calvin Bell, So 
TE Bill Seymour, Sr*/Bennie Joppru, Jr 
ihe Tony Pape, So/Jeff Gaston, Fr 
LG Joe Denay, Jr/Kurt Anderson, Sr 
C Jonathan Goodwin, Sr*/ Courtney Morgan, So 

RG Ben Mast, Sr/Dave Petruziello, Jr 
RT —_Demeterious Solomon, So/David Baas, Fr 

K Hayden Epstein, Sr*/Phil Brabbs, Jr 


\— 


Larry Stevens, So/Shantee Orr, So 
Jake Frysinger, Sr/Norman Heuer, So 
Grant Bowman, So/Gary Rose, Sr 
Dan Rumishek, Jr*/Evan Coleman, Sr 


Eric Brackins, Sr*/Carl Diggs, So 
Larry Foote, Sr*/Anthony Jordan, Sr 
Todd Howard, Sr*/Markus Curry, Fr 


Jeremy LeSueur, So/Brandon Williams, Jr 
Cato June, Jr/Ernest Shazor, Fr 
SS Julius Curry, Jr*/Charles Drake, Jr 
P Hayden Epstein, Sr*/Adam Finley, So 


DE 

DT 
NG 

DE 

“LB Victor Hobson, Jr*/John Spytek, So 

LB 

iw 

cB 

cB 

FS 


SPRING UPDATE 


‘0 former defensive linemen 
appear to have found their niche 
on Michigan’s rebuilt offensive 

line. 

Fifth-year senior Kurt Anderson, who 
played both linebacker and defensive end 
before moving to the offensive line before 
last season, is challenging to be U-M’s 
starting center next season. Fourth-year 
junior Dave Petruziello, who played three 
seasons at defensive tackle and end, is 
looking for playing time at right guard. 

“| felt I've played well in the past, but 
it’s pretty tough to crack the lineup when 
you're behind three All-Americans,” 
Anderson said. “But this is the best spring 
I've had since I've been here. I decided that 
now it was my chance. I knew I had to 
step it up. 

Anderson's development this spring at 
center gives U-M coaches flexibility in 
where to use senior Jonathan Goodwin, 
the team’s only returning offensive line 
starter. Goodwin played last season at 
right guard. 

Against the advice of his parents and 
friends but with the blessing of his 
coaches, Petruziello moved to the offensive 
line following the Citrus Bowl. He played 
almost exclusively this spring at right 
guard. 

“It’s a big challenge, but one I honestly 
looked forward to,” 

With four starters to replace, the devel- 
opment of the offensive line is certain to 
have a huge impact on U-M’s hopes for 
next season. Both Anderson and 
Petruziello said they are pleased with the 
progress the offensive line made in the 
spring. 

“We all feel real good about where we 
are at this point,” Petruziello said. 

* Tight end Shawn Thompson and 
defensive lineman Jake Frysinger were 
injured early in last season’s opener and did 
not play the rest of the season. Neither par- 
ticipated in spring practice, but both are 
expected to be ready to play in September. 

¢ Every quarterback had problems in 
the team’s spring game. Sophomore John 
Navarre, projected as the starter, threw 
two interceptions, and classmate Andy 
Mignery threw one. Redshirt freshman 
quarterback Jermaine Gonzales tossed four 
interceptions and lost a fumble. 

Sophomore walkon Mike Kaselitz took 
two snaps and fumbled them both. Red- 
shirt freshman Sean Cassidy also fumbled 
a snap, but he picked up the ball and ran 
one yard for a touchdown. 


= - = - — — 
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HOWARD’S SIX INTERCEPTIONS WERE 
SECOND BEST IN THE CONFERENCE AND 
TIED FOR EIGHTH NATIONALLY. 
PHOTO BY STEVE BEYER 


Frysinger’s return is expected to bol- 
ster a defensive front that struggled to 
pressure opposing quarterbacks last sea- 
son. Juniors Dan Rumishek and Shawn 
Lazarus and sophomores Grant Bowman 
and Norman Boebert all should benefit 
from last season's experience and another 
offseason in the weight room. 

Michigan's rush linebackers — Larry 
Stevens, Shantee Orr and Alain Kashama 
— are all young, but possess the potential 
to dramatically improve the pass rush. 

Michigan's key special teams players 
also return. 

The most versatile — and potentially 
most valuable — player is senior Hayden 
Epstein, who handles all of the Wolver- 
ines’ place-kicking and punting chores. 
Epstein slumped early as he adjusted to 
a new snapper and holder, but his punting 
was consistently good all season. 

He averaged 40.4 yards a punt and 
was a finalist for the Ray Guy Award. 
Carr must find backups for Epstein: 


“Last Line” Will Take It Seriously 


ichigan's last line of defense 

has tended to be anything but 

that the past two years, but 
senior Todd Howard believes this is the 
season the secondary re-asserts itself. 

It will have to — as will the entire 
defense — because the Wolverines can't 
count on their offense to bail them out this 
season. If Michigan challenges for it's 
fourth Big Ten title in five years, their 
defense will have to lead. 

“We did not always carry our 
weight,” Howard said. “Now it's our 
turn.” 

The Wolverines won the Big Ten and 
national championships in 1997 with 
a defense that led the nation in almost 
every team statistic. It was much different 
last season, as Michigan ranked 62nd 
nationally in rushing defense, 74th in 
total defense and 86th in passing 
defense. 

Worse, the defense was abused 
badly in each of Michigan's three 
defeats. UCLA threw for 268 yards in 
a 23-20 win. Purdue gained 530 yards 
in total offense en route to. a 32-31 vic- 
tory. And, Northwestern rolled up a 
record 654 yards in total offense during 
a 54-51 win. 


sophomore Phil Brabbs and redshirt 
freshman Adam Finley are the likeliest 
candidates. 

Bellamy emerged as a solid punt 


HE CUPBOARD 
ISN'T EXACTLY BARE 
= IN ANN ARBOR. 
IT NEVER IS AT MICHIGAN, 


BUT HEAD COACH LLOYD 
CARR HAS NEVER HAD 

A REBUILDING JOB LIKE 
THIS ONE. 


returner last season, averaging 11 yards 
on 27 returns. Cross was a regular on kick 
returns, but the Wolverines are still look- 


But, the season was not without 
defensive bright spots. Howard's six inter- 
ceptions were second best in the confer- 
ence and tied for eighth nationally, and 
his first interception of the year sealed a 
13-10 victory against Wisconsin. 

Junior safety Julius Curry returned an 
interception 50 yards at Ohio State for 
the winning touchdown. 

“At times last year, we did a pretty 

jood job,” Howard said. “We have to 
build on that. We have experience this 
year. We'll be expected to be the lead- 
ers.” 

With 11 starts the past two seasons, 
Howard is the most veteran of Michigan's 
returning defensive players. At 5-10, he 
is a little man among so many tall wide 
receivers, but he has played big his entire 
career. 

“I try to attack the ball, and that's 
how everyone in the secondary plays,” 
he said. “The key is to make plays. We 
want to get the ball back for our offense. 
We want to give them a chance to score. 

“We're the last line of the defense, 
and we take that seriously. We have to 
make the stop. We didn't always make it 
happen last year, and it gets noticed. We 
have to make sure it happens this year.” 


ing to find a breakaway threat. 

For the second consecutive season, 
Michigan considered, but did not add, 

a 12th game to the schedule. In 2000, the 
Wolverines nearly accepted an invitation 
to play in the Kickoff Classic. Last winter, 
administrators tried to add the Michigan 
Charities Classic to the growing list of pre- 
season games, but could not find an 
opponent willing to play in Ann Arbor on 
a one-time basis. 

That left the Wolverines with a non- 
conference schedule that featured home 
games against Miami of Ohio and West- 
ern Michigan and a road game against 
Washington. 

“Everyone who looks at one of those 
extra games is looking for an opponent 
that is an easy mark,” Carr said. “We 
talked to a number of teams that would 
have given us a tremendous game. But 
there is not a lot of interest in coming to 
Michigan Stadium to play.” 

— Jim Cnockaert 
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hen Bobby Williams walked off 
W:: field at the end of the 2000 
football season, the scene could 
not have been more striking. 
In 1999, after his first game as interim 
coach, that final moment came in Janu- 


ary’s bright Florida sun, following one of 


the most stirring victories in Michigan 
State football history. 

Williams was carried off the field by 
his players as the Spartans completed 
a miraculous 10-2 campaign. 

The 2000 season was as different as 
could be imagined. Michigan State 
capped a sufficiently frustrating 5-6 sea- 
son with a Penn State rout. The day was 
cold, dark and snowy in late November 
and the loss sent the Spartans home with- 
out a bow! game. 

Williams left the field that day under 
his own power. 

To write the Spartans’ 2000 season off 
to injuries could be understood. After all, 
they lost their best linebacker (T.J. Turner), 
their starting quarterback (Ryan Van Dyke) 
and countless offensive linemen for long 
stretches throughout the season. 

“There are a lot of areas we'd like to 
improve on our football team, but our 
main focus will be the chemistry of our 
team,” Williams said. 

Dealing with last season's miscues 
may take a backseat to filling the gaping 
personnel holes. 

The biggest hit will come on the 
offensive line, where the Spartans lose 
guards Shaun Mason (a two-time All-Big 
Ten selection) and Dave Sucura, as well as 
tackle Tupe Peko, all of whom anchored 
the line for two years. The secondary lost 
its top cover cornerback, Renaldo Hill, and 
its fiercest hitter, safety Richard Newsome. 

On the defensive line, Drew Young's 


DUCKETT, A JUNIOR THIS FALL, SPENT HIS 
FIRST FULL YEAR AS A TAILBACK IN 2000. 
PHOTO BY JOHN F. GRISHOP/SCHWARTZMAN SPORTS 
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MICHIGAN STATE 


SPARTA 


career ended after doctors ruled an old 
injury too severe to continue, while defen- 
sive tackle Jace Sayler’s inside push will 
be missed. 

The Spartans also said goodbye to 
linebacker Turner. The 2000 campaign 
was just as baffling to those that played as 


Spartans On the Road Toward Another Victory Ride 


those who watched. 

Michigan State opened the season 
fast, racing to a 3-0 start that was capped 
by a last-second, fourth-down, 68-yard 
touchdown from Jeff Smoker to Herb 
Haygood against Notre Dame. 

But then the wheels came off as the 
Spartans began to lose close games. In 
road losses at lowa, Michigan and Ohio 
State, Michigan State had a chance to 
win, but was undone by offense or special 
teams. A home loss to Wisconsin was 
within a touchdown and the sole saving 
grace was a survival against Illinois. 

They shocked the Big Ten champion 
Purdue Boilermakers in the second-to-last 
game before losing to Penn State to end 
the season. That game and a home 
pounding by Northwestern were the only 
two blowouts of the year. 

“No one likes having a losing season,” 
Williams said after the Penn State loss. 


SPARTANS 


2000: 5-6 Overall; 2-6 Big Ten (T-9th) 

COACH: Bobby Williams — At Michigan 
State and Overall: 6-6, | year 

RETURNING STARTERS: | 4; 6 offense, 
6 defense, kicker, punter 

PLAYERS TO WATCH: 78 TJ. Duckett, 


WR Charles Rogers, TE Chris Baker, 
OB Jeff Smoker, LB lvory McCoy, DT Josh 
Shaw, LB Josh Thornhill 
PRIMARY STRENGTHS: The Spartans 
| will use a version of the spread offense, 
often employing a three-wide receiver set, 
all which should take the heat off Duckett, 


“But you set your goals and go back to 
work. Everything points to getting the 
thing back going.” 

To do that, Michigan State is planning 
to revamp its offense. Though Williams 
was pretty tight-lipped about the possible 
changes, the players let on that a version 


of the spread offense was coming. 

Logic almost mandates the change. 

The Spartans enter this season with 
a revamped receiving corps, one which 
looks strikingly similar to the "99 group 
led by Plaxico Burress and Gari Scott, that 
was the key to that season’s offensive 
powerhouse. 

“When you look at last year’s person- 
nel, we were limited from an offensive 
standpoint,” Williams said. “I don’t think 
we had the big-play threat that we had in 
our passing game in 1999,” 

The key will be sophomore Charles 
Rogers, a 6-4, 207-pound wide receiver, 
who sat out last season as a partial quali- 
fier. 

He's joined on the outside by Marcus 
Waters (6-4, 230), who played his first 
receiver season last year after sitting out 
his freshman year in 1999. 


a Heisman Trophy candidate. Josh Thorn- 
hill is a candidate for Big Ten Defensive 
Player of the Year. 

POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: [f there's 
another serious injury at quarterback or 
the spread offense doesn't click as 
expected. The special teams game needs 
to improve dramatically. 

OWERALL: The schedule falls nicely for the 
Spartans, getting Michigan and Penn 
State at home and avoiding Ohio State 
altogether. Eight wins and a late Decem- 
ber bow! would be a successful season. 
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Nane / Position Size HOMETOWN HicH ScHoot / Couece 


ALEXANDER, Aaron QB 65, 190 Richmond, VA Henrico 

PrepStar All-American, rated No. 12 quarterback nationally # SuperPrep All-Mid Atlantic Region @ Three-year 
starter @ As a senior, had 1,629 yards passing and 19 touchdowns # Hod 600 yards rushing and nine touch- 
downs @ Had 3,017 yards passing and 43 touchdowns as a junior @ Had 5,768 career passing yards. 


| ASKEW, Mati Breed Ont Mery er ar pwiaeat earth SuperPrep All 
r All-American at t Region, rar No. 19 ive lineman nati ° 

Dixie @ Rated No. 20 defensive lineman nationally by Rivals100.com @ Two-time All-State @ Had 125 tackles, 
including 38 tackles for loss and 21 sacks, as a senior. 


BAZEMORE, Michoel |B 6-4, 228 Philadelphia, PA West Catholic } 
| PrepStar All-American @ Rated No. 14 linebacker nationally by Rivals100.com  SuperPrep All-Northeast 

| Region, ranked No. 14 pom in Pennsylvania @ Three-year starter # As a senior, had 89 solo tockles and 69 
assists, including 25 tackles for loss and eight sacks. 


Pasadena City College | 


BROWN, Von DE . 65,280 aap aRe zo dena Gy College 

Has three years of eligibility remaining @ Origi igned wi @ All-Mission rence @ Had 44 | 
aries wider iti ph ger dpc doch ay Metta theececahal ap 
solo tackles, including 13 socks 


FLAGG, Robert FS 6-2, 205 Carol City, FL Miami Norland 
Rated No. 89 player in Florida by Orlando Sentinel @ Honorable mention All-State @ As a senior, had 115 
tackles @ Played in the Florida/Georgia All-Star game. 


FORTSON, Damien C8 6-0, 185 Ravenna, OH Ravenna 

Prep Football Prospects of Ohio Dream Team @ Two-time All- Ohio @ Had 41 tackles, two intercep- 
tions and four passes broken up in five games as a senior @ Had 456 yards passing and four touchdowns # 
Had 336 yards rushing and five touchdowns @ Missed half of 2000 season alter surgery Set school single- 
season record with seven interceptions as a sophomore. 


| LOVETT, Julian (BJ) WR 6-4, 200 Belle Glades, FL SUNY-Morrisville 

SuperPrep junior college All-American, ranked No. 2 wide receiver notionally As a sophomore, had 29 
receptions for 383 yards and three touchdowns As a freshmen, had 50 receptions for 850 yards and eight | 
ieachaove @ Lettered in basketball and track in high school. | 


MCCONNELL, Mike RB 6-0, 205 Adairsville, GA NE Oklahoma A&M | 
Has three years of eligibility remaining @ Had 239 yards rushing and four fouchdowns in six games as a fresh- 
mon @ PrepStor All-Southeast Region @ SuperPrep All-Dixie @ Rated No. 7 running back in the Southeast 
Region by The National Recruiting Advisor. 


MCKINNEY, BrondonDT —6-3, 310 Dayton, OH Chaminade-Julienne 
PrepStar All-American @ Ranked No. 44 player in the Midwest Region by SuperPrep @ Two-time All-State. 


MITCHELL, Seth LB 6-3, 230 Brandywine, MD Gwynn Park 
S All-American, rated No. 20 linebacker nationally @ PrepStar All-American, ranked No. 30 player in 
Atlantic Region # Maryland Defensive 


of the Year @ As a senior, had 146 tackles, nine sacks and six 
interceptions @ Had 313 yards rushing and three touchdowns. | 


MORRIS, Christopher OL 6-4, 285 Lambertville Temperonce-Bedford 
PrepStar All-Amencan, ranked No. 79 player in the Midwest Region @ Rated No. 11 player in Michigan by The 
Detroit News @ All-State @ Three-year starter Had 42 tockles, including nine for loss, and five sacks as a | 


senior. 


Name / Position Size HOMETOWN Hic ScHoot / CouEeGe 


NIEBYLSKI, Gordon OT 6-4, 295 Farmington Birmingham Brother Rice 

SuperPrep All-Midwest Region, rated No. 82 player in the region # Ranked No. 82 offensive lineman national 
by Rivals100.com # Raed No. 16 player in Michigan by Detroit Free Press @ Didn't allow a quarterback soci 
during his entire senior season. | 


Muski | 


| RANDALL, Joson TE 6-6, 240 Muskegon Heights 

SuperPrep All-Midwest Region, ranked No. 86 player in the region # Rated No. 60 ight end nationally by 
Rivals100.com @ The Detroit News rated No. 13 player in Michigan @ Four-year storter at tight end and defen- | 
sie end’@ As a senior, hod 24 reaapons for 270 yords and four foochdbows & Hod 4d todkes, nod | 
| seven sacks, 

RAYNER, Dave P/PK 6-3, 200 Oxford 


Oxford 
Detroit Free Press Dream Team @ Converted three of four field goal attempts as a senior # Averaged 44,7 yards 
per punt on 30 punts @ Put 82 t of kickoffs into the end zone @ Had career-long field goal of 48 yards # 
| Fad 13 receptions for 210 yards and three touchdowns as wide receiver. 
| SMITH, Eric DB 61, 195 Groveport, OH Groveport-Madison 
| Second-team All-State @ Second-team All-District # As a senior, had 55 tackles and seven interceptions # Also 
| played quarterback, wide receiver and running back @ Had 16 receptions for 400 yards and four touchdowns 
| § Quobhed lorkack renarals i poke wll. hich np and log ee 


Sacer eter Rated ployer haired by © horde No. 18 
PrepStar All-American @ No. 98 in the Midwest Region by SuperPrep @ Ran! . layer in 
| Michigan by Detroit Free Press @ All-State @ Had 113 tackles, ps ok 13 tackles for loss, and three sacks as a 
senior @ Hod 1,106 yards rushing and 15 touchdowns @ As a junior, hod 97 tackles, including nine sacks # 
Member of the state champion 4x1 00 relay team. 


| STECKLER, Ben WR 65, 205 Huntingburg, IN Southridge 
SuperPrep All-Midwest Region, ranked No. 99 player in the region @ Rated No. 7 player in Indiana by 
| Midwest Football Recruiting News @ As a senior, had 40 receptions for 790 yards and 10 touchdowns # | 
Had two interceptions and two fumbles recovered @ Had 32 receptions for 840 yards and eight touch- 
downs as a junior @ Had six interceptions @ Averaged 12.4 points and 12.3 rebounds per game in 
| basketball as a junior. 


| STRICKLAND, Robert WR/IB 6-4, 205 Detroit Denby 

| SuperPrep All-American, rated No. 23 wide receiver nationally and No. 16 player in Midwest Region # 
Ranked No. 29 wide receiver nationally by Rivals]00.com @ The Detroit News rated No. 3 player in Michigan 
@ All-Stote @ Had 31 receptions for 330 yards and six touchdowns as a senior @ Had 42 solo tackles, including 
seven sacks @ Returned one interception and one fumble for touchdowns. 


6-2, 210 


| TOWNSEND, Abheno[BagelOVDL 6-6, 310 lima, OH Fork Union Nil Accey 

| Originally signed with Ohio State @ Two-way starter at Fork Union @ Had 16 tackles for loss, including nine 

| quarterback sacks @ SuperPrep All-American, ranked No. 26 defensive lineman nationally @ Rated No. 3 

| offensive lineman nationally by Rivals100.com. | 
WHEELER, Stefon OL 6-5, 330 Passaic, NJ Milford Acodemy 
Started at offensive tackle at Milford # All-State as a prep senior # All-County # All-League. 
WOODS, yon TE a Florissant, MO Chesson Brothers College High 


5, 230 ; 
Rivals] 00.com rated No. 38 tight end nationally @ All-State # Two-way starter # As a senior, had 28 recep- 
| tions for 433 yards @ Had 73 tackles, including seven quarterback socks. 


RESULTS 


(5-6, 2-6) PASSING = Sept. 8 Central Michigan 
= Comp Yarps Pct TD Int 
34 Marshall 24 Smoker 1971031365 523. 6 7| | Sept.15 Missouri 
5 3 Van Dyke 796 57.4 = = 
13 Missouri = 10 Sept. 22 at Notre Dame 
——— | 
27 Notre Dame 21 TD 
padan’) Mog eee | Sept. 29 at Northwestern 
17 Northwestern 37 Flowers 54 5m as GaeAD a = 
Dortch 36 58 15  O Oct. 13. lowa 
16 lowa 21 | | Moss 31 26 5 el 3 
10 Wisconsin 17 RECEIVING : Oct. 20 at Minnesota 
Yaros AvG Lc . J 
0 Michigan 14 Richardson 40 11.5 36 1 Oct. 27 at Wisconsin 
=Fe | Haygood 35 15.4 68 2 — 
14 Illinois 10 Baker 33 1h One 130 we? Nov. 3 Michigan 
re } Waters 17 16.4 36 0 
| 13 Ohio State 27 | DEFENSIVE LEADERS Nov. 10 Indiana 
30 Purdue 10 | | Tackuss: Thornhill 11.4; Wright 107; Newsome 96; Hill 71. | New tit © Lar Pordus 
3 Penn Siaie 2 INTERCEPTIONS: Henry 5; Hill 3; Wright 2; Campbell 2. ~ 4 
e a : Hecbeia : : 
| QB Sacks: Young 3; Hendricks 3; Shaw 2; Myers 2; Kropf 2. 
| | Tackles For Loss: Sayler 9; Thornhill 8; Shaw 8. | Nov. 24 — Penn State 
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Joining them in the slot position will 
be offensive captain Herb Haygood (6-0, 
190), who was the primary target last sea- 
son, highlighted by his game-winning 
slant route in the win over Notre Dame. 
B,J. Lovett (6-4, 200) is a junior college 
transfer who will join Haygood at the 
flanker spot and makes for one of the 
nation’s tallest receiving corps when lined 
up with Rogers and Waters. 

So to handle that, teams can spread 
equally and double the outsides? That 
would work — if the Spartans didn’t have 
Heisman Trophy candidate T.]. Duckett in 
the backfield. 

Duckett, a junior this fall, spent his 
first full year as a tailback in 2000. 

As asophomore, he piled up 1,353 
yards and seven touchdowns while rolling 
through the Big Ten at 153 yards per 
game. Because he shouldered such a 
heavy load with 240 carries, Duckett 
began to wear down. 

Groin and shoulder injuries hampered 
him greatly by the end of the season and 
even necessitated a bit of arthroscopic 
shoulder surgery in the spring. Neverthe- 
less, he’s thrilled at the new offensive 
prospects. 

He anticipates being used like the 
Indianapolis Colts’ Edgerrin James and the 
St. Louis Rams’ Marshall Faulk, who are 
equal pass-catching and rushing threats. 

“The one thing I’ve worked at is being 
a better passing back and long-yardage 


THE BEST AnD 
THE BRIGHTEST 


Most Valuable Player 
RB T.J. Duckett 


Emerging Star 


LB Ivory McCoy 
Top Newcomer 
WR Charles Rogers 


back,” Duckett said. 

Just who will hand the ball off to 
Duckett remains the biggest question 
entering fall practice. 

Williams concluded the spring saying 
that the quarterback job was a dead heat 
between sophomore Jeff Smoker and 
senior Ryan Van Dyke. 

Van Dyke entered 2000 as the starter 
and Smoker began planning to redshirt. 
But when Van Dyke sprained his thumb in 
the first game’s first quarter, it was on to 
Plan B. 


Smoker played admirably for a 
quarterback learning the offense on 
the fly, winning the three season- 
opening games, but his on-field 
maturity was severely tested. 

“Neither of us played as well 
as we could have last year,” said 
Smoker, who played in nine of the 
Spartans’ 11 games as a freshman. 
“We both had areas we needed to 
improve on.” 

If he can’t make a decision, 
Williams said he plans to employ 
a two-quarterback system until he 
reaches some finality. 

Having lost three starters, offen- 
sive line coach Jeff Stoutland has 
strung together this year’s line with 
a combination of players who filled in 
for injuries last year and a couple 
who have limited experience. 

Junior tackle Ulish Booker (6-7, 
291) and junior guard Paul Harker 
(6-3, 298) will fill up the left side 
with sophomore Brian Ottney (6-6, 
308) at center. Redshirt freshman 
William Whitticker (6-6, 303) will 
start at right guard and sophomore 
Steve Stewart (6-5, 310) will occupy 
the right tackle spot. 

“When you look at the second 
unit, those guys don’t have much 
game experience,” Williams said. 
“From a talent standpoint, we will 
have 10 solid offensive linemen and then 
we have to look at the guys that are com- 
ing in this fall.” 

All-Big Ten tight end Chris Baker (6-3, 
365) is the lone tight end option. Baker 
finished third on the team last season with 
33 catches and 461 yards. 

Dawan Moss will remain the Spartans’ 
primary fullback and likely will have more 
carries than the 31 he had last season. 

Even though Michigan State finished 
near the bottom of the Big Ten record- 
wise, coordinator Bill Miller's defense 
ranked at the top. 

A stingy secondary was rated among 
the nation’s top five the second half of the 
season, allowing only 164 passing yards 
per game. But losing Hill and Newsome 
should cramp that severely. 

DeMario Suggs (5-11, 190) and 
Lorenzo Guess (6-1, 190) will fill those 
roles after being backups at both spots a 
year ago. Both are seniors and will be 
joined by returning corner Cedric Henry 
(5-10, 180) and junior strong safety 
Thomas Wright (6-1, 195). 

“Duron Bryan is pushing to be in the 
starting lineup at the safety spot opposite 


SMOKER PLAYED ADMIRABLY FOR A QUARTERBACK 


Ft *. 


LEARNING THE OFFENSE ON THE FLY. 
PHOTO BY JOHN F. GRISHOP/SCHWARTZMAN SPORTS 


Thomas Wright,” Williams said. “Bryan 
and Lorenzo Guess have good competi- 
tion going there at free safety.” 

Senior Josh Thornhill, elected captain 
for the second consecutive season, 
remains the defensive anchor. 

Thornhill mans the middle linebacker 
position spot after leading the Spartans 
with 113 tackles, second-year players 
Mark Goebel and James Cooper will split 
the weakside linebacker spot and senior 
Ivory McCoy has moved from the tight 
end position to play strongside linebacker. 

Defensive tackle Josh Shaw (6-3, 280) 
will return with his 68 tackles and be 
joined by Kyle Rasmussen (6-4, 205) to 
provide the quarterback pressure. 

Sophomore Greg Taplin and senior 
Nick Myers will occupy the ends. 

Special teams kept throwing a wrench 
in their winning plans. 

After losing stud place-kicker Paul 
Edinger to the pros after 1999, Williams 
thought David Schaefer would be enough. 
Early season results backed up the hope, 
but as the season wound down, so did 
the kicker's accuracy as he finished 11 for 
17 on the season. 
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IGHIGAN STAT. 


SPARTANS SPRING ROSTER 


Pos. Class Hr. . HOMETOWN 
83 Chris Baker TE. Sse 63 265 Scline 
20 Charles Borber WR Fr 60 165. Dekot 
6 Mark Bojovic K So 511196 Woren 
65. Ulish Booker or os 3 67 291 WestHaven 
55 _Joson Brodley (BF 60248 Sorasota, FL 
8 oe Brooks OG So 63 285 Mawoukee, WI 
54) Donic Brown Te ae 
27 Duron Beyon SS 60 205. Lexingon Pork 
% Richard Bryce Ss a 63 199 — Enstlonsing 
31) Brion Bums fr «63236 Independence, OH 
26 Jimel Coer Tm wie: 
58. Jomes Cooper BF 63. 2I1 SkLewis, MO 
87 Poul Comings WR fr 60 164 Belding 
4] Mott Dowes BS 6&1 27 Boe Creek 
98 Brian Dieckman EF (63) (28 Mob 
34 Tyre Donch TB So 510 194 Hoboten,NJ 
7. Damon Dowdell C8 oF 6) 211 Dero 
8 TJ.Ducket J ane 
59 Ciford Dukes DE fr 63239 Lexinglon Pork 
86 Eric Easter ie 64 227 Bloomfield Hils 
39° Jeremy Foirrow B® S 60 20 Ernnile,IN 
23 litlelohn Flowers = BSCS. 227 Kolomanoo 
22 Shown Foster @ & Sl 22 losing 
35 Mork Goebel B S$ 62 217° Milford 
93. Somali Gordon DE So 66 265 Alonio,GA 
56 Tony Gront SN & 62 259 BoyCiy 
| 5. Lorenzo Guess SS 6&1 192 Wome 
57 Poul Horker OG k 63 2B Dayen,OH 
25 Jason Hormon ® So 511 190 Ironton, OH 
55 Mot Hayes Sk. 62 217 Sopaaw 
2. Herb Haygood Se 60 191 Sorosolo, F 
37 Cedkic Henry  & 510 180 Soros, Fl 
| 2 TimJomes B ok 58 164 Min 
12. Groig Joret PS ~~ «&2212Merfnnile, IN 
82 ehl Kavonoght WR So 51) 175 Brossord, QUE 
X Mat Kropt BS = 6322 Traverse City 
83. Mike Lobinjo DE So 61259 Teronlo, ONT 
15. Derick Lee DBS 62 203 Flt 
44 Brodshowlitejohn =» FBSC«So.S« G+] 28 Galley, SC 
& BU Lovet WR ke  &4 200 Belle Glades 


No. NAME . Wr. Hometown 
17. Roderick Maples CF 510 170 Dekoit 

85 hey McCoy TES = 4232 Chicago, Il 
40° Luke McGregor FB So S11 237 Akeley, MN 
24 SeremichMdown = «SoS 180. Saginaw 
67 DeMarco Monroe Cc So 64 310  Evonsvile, IN 
41 Acron Morrell FB Fr 61 204 Detroit 

49 Dawan Moss Fr = S10 280 Detrot 

88 Luc Mullinder TE So 6-4 258 — Mississougo, ONT 
75. Nick Myers DE Sr = 2-263 Springfield, OH 
21 Brodick Nelon @ + 60 170 Doo A 
73 Brion Otney C So 66 HB Trey 

61 Joe Potrick OG So 65 34 Ashley 

83 AukewPetern «SN. O60 196. Damer,€O 
79 Seon Poole OT fF 66 290 Fin 

97 Kyle Rasmussen DT S 64 25 Hodey 

11 Stephen Reiff ©B So 62 175. Potenon,CA 

1 Charles Rogers WR So 64 27  Soginaw 

23 Jeremy Rolinski Pk 510.180. Gaylord 

52. Dedkick Roper 1B So’ 62247 Miptes, CA 
3 Von Dyke Ryon OB SS 65 24 Marshal 

28 Zoch Sonam TB ok 58 192 Berkey 

14 Dovid Schoefer kK oS 510 197 Birmingham 
18 Michoel Servis K So 6198 St Petersburg, FL 
16 Bill Sharkey WR Fr G1 191 Troy 

95. Josh Shaw OT Se 63 281 FortLouderdole, FL 
92 Lonnie Simmons OE fr 63-287 Columbus, OH 
9 Jeff Smoker G3 So 63 «203 Manheim, PA 
77 Steve Stewart OT So 65 310 Sandusky, OH 
1? DeMario Suggs @ & 511 19) Toledo, OH 
94 Greg Toplin DE So 65-269 Hollywood, FL 
68 Joe Tote T So 65 5 Souhleld 
97 Nick Thompson TE Fr «= 63-223 Houghton Loke 
50 Josh Thornhill BS 62 234 Lonsing 

13 Marcus Woters WR ok 64 233  Sarosolo, FL 
45. Monquiz Wedow S$ So S11 198 Soginaw 

98 Dwight Whitfield DT Fr 62 00 Sk Lewis, MO 
76 WikomWhitider 0G fr 66 303 Morion,IN 
43° Thomas Wright Se 61193 Lake Woles 
96 Greg Yeaster OT fr 61 264 Montrose 
Roster ond depth chart subject fo change. 


2001 PROJECTED DEPTH CHART 


QB —_Jeff Smoker, So*/Ryan Van Dyke, Sr 
FB Dawan Moss, Jr*/Bradshaw Littlejohn, So 
TB T. J. Duckett, Jr*/Little John Flowers, Sr 
SE Charles Rogers, So/Marcus Waters, Jr 
FL Herb Haygood, Sr*/B.J. Lovett, Jr 
TE Chris Baker, Sr*/Luc Mullinder, So 
LT lish Booker, Jr/Joe Tate, So 
IG Paul Harker, Jr/Joe Patrick, So 

Cc Brian Ottney, So*/DeMarco Monroe, So 

RG William Whiticker, Fr/Joe Brooks, So 
RT Steve Stewart, So/Sean Poole, Fr 

PK David Schaefer, Sr’ /Dave Rayner, Fr 


Nick Myers, Sr*/Clifford Dukes, Fr 
DT _ Kyle Rasmussen, So*/| Dwight Whitfield, Fr 
OT Josh Shaw, Sr*/Lonnie Simmons, Fr 
DE — Greg Taplin, So/Samalj Gordon, So 


SAM _ wory McCoy, Sr/Dominick Brown, So 
| MIKE Josh Thornhill, Sr*/Jason Bradley, Fr 
WILL = James Cooper, Fr/Mark Goebel, So 


CB Cedric Henry, Jr*/Broderick Nelson, Jr 
cB DeMario Suggs, Sr/Jeremich McLaurin, So 
SS Thomas Wright, Jr*/Duron Bryan, Sr 
FS Lorenzo Guess, Sr/Jeremy Fairrow, So 
P Craig Jarrett, Jr* /David Schaefer, Sr 


SPRING UPDATE 


he biggest change during 

Michigan State’s spring football 

drills was Ivory McCoys move 
to strongside linebacker. McCoy, who 
had toyed with the idea in 2000 while 
still focusing mainly on tight end, was 
selfless in trying to help the team 
improve. 

After just a couple havoc-reeking 
practices, coach Bobby Williams closed 
the door on McCoys tight end career. 

“After five or six practices on 
defense, its very obvious he’s going to 
help us on that side of the ball. This will 
be a permanent move,” Williams said. 
McCoy is expected to be used as a rush 
linebacker (the designated pass rusher) 
that was ably filled by current San Fran- 
cisco 49er Julian Peterson in 1999 and 
ineffective last season. 

The quarterback controversy 
reignited during the spring as Williams 
opened the job to former starter Ryan 
Van Dyke, who was replaced after his 
injury last fall by then-freshman Jeff 
Smoker. 

“The quarterback race continues,” 
he said at the end of the spring. “The 
race is so close that we can’t determine 
the starting quarterback at this point. 
Hopefully, we'll be able to settle on a 
starting quarterback in the first few 
weeks of preseason camp.” 

There were a few coaching changes 
in the offseason. Mark Dantonio left his 
Big Ten-leading secondary to accept the 
offensive coordinator job at Ohio State 
and linebackers coach Bill Sheridan took 
a position at Notre Dame coaching the 
safeties and special teams. After a bit of 
wrangling with Kevin Ramsey, who 
accepted the secondary position then left 
two weeks later for the NFL's Arizona 
Cardinals, Williams settled on Sal Sunseri 
to coach the linebackers and special 
teams while Troy Douglas was brought in 
to handle the Spartans secondary. 

The players voted three captains for 
the 2001 season. Wide receiver Herb 
Haygood will lead the offense while line- 
backers McCoy and Josh Thornhill will 
guide the defense. 

The Spartans will also be sporting 
new helmets this fall. The classic Spartan 
figure of last season has been replaced 
by a white block S on both sides of the 
green helmet. 
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after qualifying transaction(s) 
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SAINTS. 


+ 


Introductory 


Annual Percentage Rate’ 
for Cosh Advance Checks 
ond Bolance Transfers 


Choose your NFL™ team from the selection 
above...or, pick the card that features 
your favorite player from the cards below! 


alifying 
apo 


PLAYERS 


Check oe box for the NFL or PLAYERS INC. credit card design you prefer. Priority Code AI9G 
1 NFL SHIELD GU-302-PA COCHARGERS FY-673-RB_ = GIANTS FY-681-PC = CO RAMS FY-690-6N © COPLAYERSINC. PREF KK-727-U5 CO BRIAN GRIESE KL-222-V0 
i BEARS FY-666-30 a CHIEFS EY-674-ME CL JAGUARS £Y-682-FN = CA RAVENS F-444-26 + CUMIKEALSTOTT KK-768-BP  CLEDGERRIN JAMES —_KK-764-XK 
<1 BENGALS FY-667-5U Cicouls FY-675-D6 = JETS FY-683-92 CY REDSKINS FY-691-(3  CQCHARLIEBATCH —KL-223-(N = CUJEVON KEARSE =——KK-938-94 
CU BILLS FY-668-54 a COWBOYS FY-676-4D  CULIONS FY-684-BE CQ) SAINTS FY-692-37 CA CRIS CARTER KK-762-5F — OORAY LEWIS KL-300-M6 
BRONCOS EY-669-AS Cd DOLPHINS FY-677-2N = CL PACKERS FY-686-2R © CQ SEAHAWKS FY-693-A4 CQWAYNECHREBET — KL-227-RG_~= CU RANDY MOSS KK-760-EB 
BROWNS FY-670-NK = CVEAGLES FY-678-50 © CO PANTHERS FY-687-8Y ©) STEELERS FY-694-9H TIM COUCH KK-939-E7  CQDEION SANDERS —_—KK-761-HX 
2 BUCCANEERS EY-671-K5 QQ FALCONS EY-679-19 CO PATRIOTS FY-688-25 © CO TEXANS KL-374-R8 = QLRON DAYNE KL-299-MC =) EMMITT SMITH KK-758-YA 
(2 CARDINALS FY-672-59 2 49°ERS FY-680-WV = CO RAIDERS FY-689-60 © COTITANS FY-685-GX © COMARSHALL FAULK —KK-763-9) CO KURT WARNER KK-765-AG 
2 VIKINGS FY-695-2E  CQEDDIEGEORGE —KK-767-4U © CACHARLES WOODSON KL-220-VM 


Print your name as you would like it to appear on card. Please print clearty in black or blue ink. 


Before completing this application, you should be able to answer “Yes” to these questions: 
Do you have a Total Household Income of $15,000 or greater? (not applicable to students) 
Js your credit history clear of bankruptcies or seriously delinquent accounts? 


/ ! 


MY SIGNATURE MEANS THAT I AGREE TO THE CONDITIONS ON THE REVERSE SIDE OF THIS FORM AND 
TO BE BOUND BY EACH OF THE TERMS OF THE CREDIT CARD AGREEMENT, INCLUDING ARBITRATION. 


If the name or address below is incorrect, please print the correct information clearly on this form. 


Please print clearly in black or blue ink. 


Social Security # 


Birth date 


Mother's maiden name (for security purposes) 


Print your name as you would like it to appear on card. Please print clearly in black or blue ink. 


Are you: L] Homeowner CO Renter 


Monthly Housing Payment $ 
LI) Other 


5 Your 
Name annual salary $ 
pene Home phone ( } Other iuschold 
Business phone ( ) picigsad ee 
rs me 
income $ 
Employer 
(If self-employed, please state the nature of your business.) 
Years Source of 
Position + there other income? 


Please send an additional card at no extra cost for: 


Make transfer check payable to 
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Football fans...You ll score 
with these fine features: 


e FREE Officially Licensed Team Stadium Blanket’ 
e 3.9% Introductory Annual Percentage Rate (APR) 


for cash advance checks & balance transferst 


Apply Today! 


* Because the total value of balance transfer requests cannot exceed your available credit line, MBNA will send either full or puss payments to your creditors in the order in which you've listed them. 
Allow at least two weeks from account opening for processing of your request(s). You should continue to make your monthly pean to each creditor until the balance transfer appears as a credit 
on that account. MBNA processes balance transfers as cash advances according to the terms of the Credit Card Agreement. Finance charges begin accruing on cash advances from the transaction 
date. There is no grace period for cash advance transactions. Cash advances and/or balance transfers may not be used to pay off or pay down any MBNA" account. 

§To receive Stadium Blanket, you must be approved for the card, and then make any combination of purchases or cash advance transactions totaling at least $25: All qualifying transactions must occur within the 
same month ending on or before December 31, 2001. Limit one Stadium Blanket (est. retail value of $35.00) per new account. The Stadium Blanket will feature the same logo as the card you select or the current 
team logo of the Players card you have selected. No team substitutions permitted. Please allow 10-12 weeks for delivery after qualifying. Supplies are limited. Approximate size is 48" X 60". This promotion is offered 
by MBNA America. Restrictions apply. Sponsor reserves right to substitute item with one of equal or greater value. “NFL” and the NFL Shield are registered trademarks of the National Football League. Team name(s) 
and logo(s) are the registered trademarks of the team(s) indicated. PLAYERS INC. is a registered trademark of the National Football League Players Incorporated. PLAYERS INC. is not affiliated with the National 
Football League or its member teams. 

MBNA America® and MBNA are service marks of MBNA America Bank, N.A. 


-MORE RATE AND FEE INFORMATION- 
The current promotional Annual Percentage Rate (APR) offer for cash advance check 
and balance transfer transactions is 3.9% through your first six statement closing dates, 
commencing the month after your account is opened. When your minimum monthly 
payment is late (that is, not received by its Payment Due Date), or when the promotional 
offer expires, the APR that will be applied to all new and outstanding cash advance 
balances (consisting of cash advance check and balance transfer transactions) will be 
13.99%. Should your payment be late, the non-promotional APR will be applied to 
all new and outstanding cash advance check and balance transfer balances as of the 
first day of the billing cycle in which the payment was late (or never received). The 
non-promotional APR for your account is not guaranteed and is subject to change. 
MBNA will allocate your payments to balances (including new transactions) with 
lower APRs before balances with higher APRs. 


-~CONDITIONS- 
| have read this application, and everything | have stated in it is true. | authorize MBNA 
America Bank, N.A. (MBNA) to check my credit, employment history, or any other informa- 
tion and to report to others such information and credit experience with me. | understand 
that the acceptance or use of any card issued will be subject to the terms of this application 
and the Credit Card Agreement that will be sent with the card, and | agree to be responsible 
for all charges incurred according to such terms. | accept that MBNA may, at its discretion, 
periodically consider any account for an automatic upgrade. | am at least 18 years of age 
and a citizen of the United States or a permanent resident of the U.S. or Puerto Rico. | 
consent to and authorize MBNA, any of its affiliates, or its marketing associates to monitor 
and/or record any of my telephone conversations with their representatives or the 
representatives of any of those companies. 


| understand that if this credit card application is approved for an account with a credit 
line of less than $5,000, | will receive a Preferred account. | accept that MBNA may, at its | | | 


Visa isa federally registered service mark of Visa Intemational Inc. and is used pursuant to license. AD-04-01-0020 
Annual fee None. 
t Annual Percentage Rate (APR) | 13.99% APR for purchases. a 5 = 5 
Grace period for repayment At least 25 days, if each month, we receive payment in y ies) 4 fez) 
of balance for purchases full of your New Balance Total by the Payment Due Date. > w Z - =) 
Method of computing the Average Daily Balance (including new transactions). Dn o ™ 4 
balance for purchases Oo ‘is > = a 
Transaction fees for cash Transaction fee for Bank and ATM cash advances: 3% a. CO =< c > 
advances and fees for of each cash advance (minimum $5). Transaction fee xe ae tH 
paying late or exceeding for credit card cash advance checks and balance ~~ CO Zz a wn 
the credit limit transfers: 3% of each cash advance (minimum $5, wo Vv oO kg 
maximum $40). Late-payment fee: $29. Over-the- Oo + > > = 
credit-limit fee: $29. Ke) = — 
Transaction fee for purchases | Transaction fee for the purchase of wire transfers, 5 — ms 
person-to-person money transfers, money orders, ‘o z 
bets, lottery tickets, and casino gaming chips: 3% of = > 
each such purchase (minimum $5). ot g 
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discretion, periodically consider any account for an automatic upgrade. 

The information in this application was accurate as of 04/01 and may have changed after 
that date. For more current information, please call MBNA at 1-800-523-7666. TTY users 
please call 1-800-833-6262. 
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THORNHILL MANS THE MIDDLE LINEBACKER 
POSITION SPOT AFTER LEADING THE 
SPARTANS WITH 113 TACKLES. 

PHOTO BY JOHN F. GRISHOP/SCHWARTZMAN SPORTS 


Freshman kicker Dave Rayner may help. 

Craig Jarrett, who was one of the Big 
Ten’s best punters in 1999, struggled in 
2000, managing just a 40.8-yard average. 

After a miserable year of kick returns, 
the Spartans should get a big boost with 
Rogers returning punts and Lovett han- 
dling kickoff duties. 

“Charles Rogers has been working 
with the first team, backed up by Shawn 
Foster and Zieh! Kavanaght,” Williams 
said, referring to other backup receivers. 

But after last season, until the special 
teams start keeping the Spartans in 
games, instead of costing them, Williams 
will not be happy. 

Despite a late start, the Michigan 
State staff closed fast on the recruiting 
scene, finishing with a Top 30 class when 
all was concluded. 

It’s highlighted by defensive sack spe- 
cialist Michael Bazemore from Pennsylva- 
nia, offensive lineman Alfonso “Biggie” 
Townsend, who comes straight from Fork 


Perfectionist Team Captain Knows No Comfort Zone 


eryone knew there was a reason 
me Thornhill was elected a defen- 
sive captain during his junior year. 

He epitomized everything the 
Michigan State football team wanted to 
be — tough, relentless and a perfec- 
fionist. 

While many of the other players 
struggled to reach such a high level, 
Thornhill just kept increasing the pres- 
sure. 

So, bolstered by the added respon- 
sibility, Thornhill took it to heart. 

“| feel the need to speak up more 
than in the past just because the cap- 
tain is a captain for a reason,” said 
Thornhill, who will begin his second 
year as the middle linebacker this fall. 
“They’re dependable; they’re always 
there. You can look to them to do 
things right. If somebody doesn’t know 
things to do, they'll come to you.” 

That comfort zone disappears on 
the field, where Thornhill is a virtual 
terror, evidenced by his team-high 114 
tackles in 2000. His continued 
improvement has earned him a spot as 
a Bronko Nagurski Award finalist, the 
award given to the nation’s best defen- 
sive player. 


Union (Va.) Military Academy and 
Matthias Askew, a 6-7, 350-pound man 
who Williams said could play almost 
immediately. They even brought in a 
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ICHIGAN STATE 

OPENED THE 

SEASON FAST, 
RACING TO A 3-0 START. BUT 
THEN THE WHEELS CAME OFF 
AS THE SPARTANS BEGAN TO 
LOSE CLOSE GAMES — AT 
IOWA, MICHIGAN AND 
OHIO STATE. 


21-year-old offensive lineman named 
Peter Heyer from Germany and defensive 
lineman Van Brown, brother of NFL player 


The biggest change in Thornhill 
once he moved to the MIKE position at 
the center of the defense was his ability 
to take the defense called in from the 
sideline and relay it to the line and the 
other linebackers. 

“Josh is very comfortable about 
everything he does and lets everything 
he does on the field speak for itself,” 
said Jace Sayler, who played with 
Thornhill for three years before gradu- 
ating last spring. “He doesn’t really talk 
about it or say much about himself — 
he just leads. He’s a natural leader.” 

As a result, he was elected to the 
rare honor of serving as a Michigan 
State captain for the second year in a 
row. 

That's because Thornhill’s intensity 
never wanes. Even during the public 
spring practice, Thornhill was pacing 
the field like it was the Rose Bowl, tear- 
ing off pieces of his own practice jersey 
to get inspired. 

“That shows the younger guys what 
it takes to play at this level,” Sayler 
said of Thornhill’s willingness to be the 
punt protector. “It shows the heart a 
guy like that has.” 0 


Chad Brown. 

The “not where we need to be” 
mantra is the entire team’s approach 
entering the fall. Are they the talented 
group that cruised to a New Year’s Day 
bowl in 1999 with a program-high 10 
wins or are they the mediocre group from 
last season — one that stayed close to the 
typical Spartan teams of the recent past? 

“With the addition of a few new play- 
ers here and there and working with the 
freshman group, we are starting to 
develop very good team chemistry,” 
Williams said. “We have taken the areas 
where | thought we were somewhat weak 
last fall and we have really tried to identify 
and work on those areas. Last year, we 
had problems committing far too many 
penalties and we're really trying to make 
a special emphasis in that area this spring. 
We're also concentrating on just coming 
together as a team and putting all the 
pieces together.” 

— Mark Snyder 
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was a known is now an unknown. 
What had been a question is suddenly 
a cornerstone for the Minnesota Golden 
Gophers. 
A year ago, coach Glen Mason knew 
he had a defense, but had no clue what 


i as if everything has changed. What 


was going to happen on offense. After all, 
they had new co-offensive coordinators, 
no experience at quarterback and little 
experience at running back. 

Now, it's just the opposite. 

As the Gophers prepare for the 2001 
season, just two defensive starters return 
and there isn’t a single defensive assistant 
coach back after a late-season defensive 
collapse. 

It was a defensive free fall that saw 
the Gophers give up 39 points per game 
over the final five games of the season. 

It was a defensive free fall that led to 
the Gophers blowing a 24-0 lead in a loss 
to North Carolina State in the 
Micronpc.com Bowl. 

Fixing the defense is going to be the 
biggest issue for Mason — who inter- 
viewed for the Ohio State job — if the 
Gophers are going to go to a third con- 


2000: 6-6, 4-4 Big Ten (T-5th) 
COACH: Glen Mason — At Minnesota: 
22-25, 4 years; Overall: 81-89, 15 years. 
RETURNING STARTERS: | 3: 9 offense, 
2 defense, kicker, punter 

PLAYERS TO WATCH: WR Ron Johnson, 
RB Tellis Redmon, OB Travis Cole, DE 
Greg White, P Preston Gruening, K Dan 
Nystrom 

PRIMARY STRENGTHS: Significant 
experience and firepower on offense. Ron 
Johnson is as explosive as any player in 
the Big Ten. Plus, the Gophers return a 
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secutive bowl game for the first time in 
school history. While the Minnesota 
defense improved in Mason's first three 
years in Minneapolis, the Gophers went 
backwards a year ago. After ranking sec- 
ond in the Big Ten in scoring defense in 
1999, the Gophers were eighth in the 


Will Flip-Flopped Team Score Enough Points? 


same category in 2000. 

Yes, the Gophers offense — one that 
returns quarterbacks Travis Cole and Asad 
Abdul-Khaliq, the Big Ten’s top receiver in 
Ron Johnson, and a 1,000-yard rusher in 
Tellis Redmon — should be able to score 
points. 

But, it still isn’t easy to expect a Big 
Ten team to win games by outscoring the 
opposition. 

“There are going to be a lotta, lotta 
new faces,” Mason said of the defense. 
“You're going to need a scorecard to tell 
who's over there, including the coaches.” 

The Gophers goal on defense is the 
same as it’s always been since Mason 
arrived from Kansas — stop the run before 
all else. But, the execution is expected to 
be a little different under new defensive 
coordinator Moe Ankney. With so little 
experience coming back, the Gophers will 
likely play more zone coverage than at 


1,000-yard rusher in Tellis Redmon. 

POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: Can the 
Gophers stop anyone? Minnesota returns 
just two starters from a defense that was 
brutal toward the finish of the 2000 
season. 

OVERVIEW: Mason will try to do some- 
thing that’s never been done in Min- 
nesota’s football history — take a team to 
three consecutive bowl games. Mason 
has made the Gophers respectable as 
they went to the Sun Bowl in 1999 and 
the Micronpc.com Bow! last season. 


any other time in Mason’s tenure. 

End Greg White and cornerback Mike 
Lehan are the only returning starters on 
defense, but the Gophers are optimistic 
that their group of talented young players 
will be able to perform at the level that’s 
necessary in the Big Ten. 


“Last year | was the youngest, now 
I'm the only guy left,” said Lehan, who 
led the Gophers last season with eight 
passes broken up. “I think we have a lot of 
young talent and we're going to be all 
right. There are a lot of new names and 
a lot of new faces, but the good thing is 
that everybody works hard.” 

On defense, the fewest question 
marks are in the secondary. Former wide 
receiver Jack Brewer, one of the best ath- 
letes on the team, has been moved to free 
safety on a permanent basis and redshirt 
freshman Dominique Sims, a high school 
All-American out of Minneapolis De La 
Salle, backs him up. 

But Sims was impressive enough both 
during his redshirt season and during 
spring practice that it's hard to believe 
that he'll be a reserve for long, if at all. 

It wouldn't be surprising to see him beat 
out Brewer or move to strong safety and 
slide in front of Eli Ward. 

“We like what Dominique did last 
year,” Mason said. “He made more 
progress than probably any other fresh- 
man we had.” 

The Minnesota coaches also like junior 
college transfer Dee Saunders and redshirt 
freshmen Justin Fraley and Ukee Dozier at 
cornerback, and senior Eric Lee and con- 
verted running back Renato Fitzpatrick at 
safety. 

“What area do | feel the best about?” 
Mason asked. “It’s the back end.” 

Up front, White will be the main pass 


REDMON FINISHED THE SEASON WITH 1,368 
YARDS, THE THIRD-HIGHEST SINGLE-SEASON 
TOTAL IN MINNESOTA HISTORY. 

PHOTO BY SCOTT BOEHM 
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Nawe / Position Size HOMETOWN HicH ScHoot / Couece Name / Posmon Size HOMETOWN HiGH ScHoot / CoueGE 
BARBER, Ill, Marion RB 5-11, 195 Plymouth Wayzata LIPKA, Keith DL 6-4, 265 Oak Creek, WI Oak Creek 
SuperPrep All-Midwest Region  PrepStor All-Midwest Region @ All-State @ Two-way player @ As a senior, | | SuperPrep All-Midwest Region, rated No, 37 @ PrepStar All-Midwest Region, ranked No. 9 defensive 
had 1,778 yards rushing and 18 touc! s @ Led team with 10 interceptions. | | lineman @ Two-time All-State, All-City, All-Conference and All-Area @ Two-way @ Helped team to state 
| championship # Had 72 tackles, including 21 for loss, eight sacks and six passes up. 
BARNES, JR, JeryDL 66, 230 Detroit, Ml Kettering 
Blue Chip Magazine honorable mention All-American @ Detroit News honorable mention All-American @ Sec- | LOSLI, Mork Dt 67, 240 Spring Loke Park Spring Lake Park 
cond-team All-City @ Had 20 sacks and 26 tackles for loss in 10 games as a senior @ Member of volleyball and | | PrepStar All-Midwest Region @ SuperPrep All-Midwest Region # Conference Most Valuable Defensive Lineman 
basketball teams. @ All-State @ Two-fme Al-Conforence and All-Area @ Two-way player @ As a senior, had 87 tackles and three 
sacks @ Had 24 receptions for 402 yards and three touchdowns @ All-Conference in basketball 
BASS, Ill, Matthew DB 60, 170 Miramar, FL McArthur | 
Second-team All-State @ All-Broward County @ As a senior, had 38 solo tockles, 56 assists, 17 passes broken LOVE, Kason DL 6-2, 260 Perris, CA Chattey Junior College 
up, three fumbles recovered and three interceptions, including two returned for touchdowns @ Also retumed | Originally signed with Washington State @ J.C. Gridwire Top 100 All-Conference @ Hod 48 tockles, includ- 
kickolfs, with a long retum of 98 yards @ Member of the track team, | ing 11 for loss, eight sacks and three fumbles caused in 1] games as a sophomore @ Prep Team Most Valuable 
Player @ All-League @ Lettered in football, basketball, baseball and track. 
CAMPBELL, Terrance \B 6-2, 185 Atlanta, GA Frederick Douglass 
All-City # Had 60 solo tackles, 20 assists, 12 passes broken up, five interceptions and 12 kackles for loss, indud: | MCCULLOCH, Trevor Ol 6-4, 300 Broinerd Brainerd 
ing eight sacks as a senior. | All-State @ Three-time All-Conference @ Four-year letterman in football @ Two-time All-Areo in wrestling. 
| 
DEMERRITT, Diamos RB 5-11, 197 Miomi, FL Norland NICHOLSON, Mike OL 65, 285 River Falls, WI River Falls 
Honorable mention All-State @ All-County @ All-Conference @ As a senior, had 1,167 yards rushing and 11 | Second-team All-State @ All-Conference @ All-Area @ All-Northwest Wisconsin As a senior, had 51 tackles, 
har peaigh in seven games @ Had 18 receptions for 149 yards and one touchdown @ Member of the basket- including nine for loss, and four sacks @ Threw shot put and discus for the track team. 
| team. 
| ELURSON, Jord Copley opley acl ede be eli i satel ly @ Al eae All 
| ELLERSON, WR 6-2, 181 , OH C PrepStar All-Mi Region, 1 fop ten quar regionally @ All-State @ Two-time All-Area @ 
Cleveland Plain Dealer Seven County All-Stor team @ District Offensive Player of the Year @ All-State @ In final Three-time All-Conference @ Had 5,844 career passing yards @ Had 3,400 yards passing and 30 touchdowns 
| wo seasons, hod 120 receptions and 22 touchdowns @ Had 81 receptions for 1,383 yards and 12 touch- in final two seasons @ Hod 79 tockles, four passes and four interceptions as a senior @ Set school 
downs, averaging 17.1 yards per catch, as a senior @ Averaged 12.7 yards per return on 23 punt returns, record for career interceptions Lettered in football, basketbol ond frock. 
including one for touchdown @ Averaged 26.9 yards per kickoff return. | 
| SAUNDERS, Dee DB 5-10, 170 Belle Glades, FL SUNY College-Morrisville 
ELLMAN, Richard OL 6-5, 275 Oxonto, WI Oconto | Sh er? signed with Miami @ J.C. Gridwire All-American @ PrepStar All-American # SuperPrep Top 100 # 
All-State @ Two-time All-Conference, All-Area, All-County and All-City @ Conference Offensive and Defensive | Ranked No. 2 junior college comerback by Blue Chip Illustrated @ As a sophomore, had 36 tackles, includi 
Lineman of the Year # As a senior, had 81 tackles and 4.5 sacks # All-Conference in wrestling @ Lettered in | | 29 solo, 11 passes broken up and three interceptions @ SuperPrep prep All-Southeast Region @ PrepStar All- 
football, wrestling and track. | Southeast Region @ All-State. 
HALL, Brandon OL 6-5, 270 Detroit, Ml Finney | UPCHURCH, Danny DB 5-9, 170 Columbus, OH Brookhaven 
Two-way player Had 60 tackles, 12 sacks and 15 tockles for loss as a senior @ Member of the basketball and | PrepStar ranked No. 6 defensive back in Midwest Region  SuperPrep All-Midwest Region @ All-State @ Three- 
frock teams. | time All-City @ As a senior, hod 55 tackles and eight interceptions @ Had 1,001 one passing and 10 touch- 
| downs as quarterback @ Had 36.8 yard punting average @ Averaged 21.5 yards per punt return . 
HAYE, Damian Dt 6-2, 245 Miomi, FL Hilech-American | | 
PrepStar All-Southeast Region @ Rivals!00.com All-American @ Florida Prep Football ranked No. Spe in VANCE, Brodiey LB 61,211 Calumet City, It Thornwood 
Florida @ All-State @ All-Dade County @ As a senior, had 45 tackles, including 15 for loss, nine , seven Second-team All-State @ All-Area @ All-Conference @ Had 107 tackles, four sacks, five fumbles caused and five 
fumbles caused and six fumbles recovered, | passes broken up in nine games as a senior. 
KEITH, Chorlion LB 65, 220 Akron, OH Buchtel | WALLACE, Jakori WR 58, 170 louderdale Lakes, FL Boyd Anderson 
All-State @ All-County # Two-time All-City @ All-Conference @ All-Area # Ohio Division Il Player of the Year @ | Florida Prep Football Top 100 @ Honorable mention All-Stote  All-County @ As a senior, hod nine receptions | 
Had 71 tackles, 10 sacks and two interceptions as a senior # Completed 61 of 125 passes for 1,307 yards and | | for touchdowns # Returned six punts for 237 yards, including four for touchdowns @ Runs 4.4 in the 40-yard 
11 touchdowns @ All-Conference in basketball, averaging 111 points per game. dosh @ Has 33-inch vertical leap Member of track team. 
| KRAEMER, Rob OL 6-4, 285 White Bear Lake Forest Lake } WILLIAMS, Ken DB 61,175 Oakwood Village, OH Bedford | 
PrepStar All-Midwest Region # SuperPrep All-Midwest Region @ All-State @ All-Conference @ All-Area @ Con: Two-time All- @ Team Most Valuable Player Two-way player @ Had 60 tockles and one interception in 
ference Defensive Player of the Yeor @ As a senior, had 50 tackles, including 13 for loss, 12 sacks, hwo fumbles two seasons @ in Ohio/Pennsylvania Big 33 All-Stor game @ Runs 4.4 in the 40-yard dash @ State | 


caused and three fumbles recovered @ Had six receptions for 111 yards at fight end @ Punter. champion in 110-meter high hurdles. 


WOOKATTHENGOPHERS | 


RESULTS INDIVIDUAL STATS SCHEDULE 


(6-5, 4-4) tenant PASSING Sept. 1 atToledo 
NAME Att Comp Yarps Pct TD Int 
47 Louisiana-Monroe 10 | Cole 223 131-1780 587 11 5) | Sept. 8 — Louisiana-Lafayette 
hi | Abdul-Khaliq 94 51 G6 n 5A Tie S 
17 Ohio 23 RUSHING | Sept. 15 Baylor 
34 Baylor 9 NAME No YARDS Avc TD 
Redmon 25) 122) 45.0 ser S| Sept. 29 Purdue 
24 Purdue 38 | Tapeh 81 344i) G2. 37 TD ae 
| | Abdul-Khaliq 42 200 «48 ~2=#6©25. +«+4| +| Oct. 6  atillinois 
AA Illinois 10 | Cole 65 18%; 92:8) 28: ed - 
RECEIVING Oct. 13 — at Northwestern 
25 Penn State 16 | TS No VapneenANG me 
29 Ohio State 17 Johnson 59 1067. 181+» 82s Oct. 20 Michigan State 
Redmon 29 318 «110 ~«41 2 | Ki as Ghis Si 
. Brewer 22 286 =—-:13.0 70 0 | Nov. 10 State 
43 Indiana 5 | Mays 20 277, «13.9 81 1 
35 Northwestern Al DEFENSIVE LEADERS Nov. 10 at Michigan 
,° ° Tack.es: Jones 85; Griffin 74; White, G. 65; Graham 54. N 17 tl 
20 Wisconsin 4] | INTERCEPTIONS: Griffin 2; Graham 1; Riley 1; Middlebrooks 1. pe peachy 
27 reeves 2A | | QB Sacks: Riley 13; White, G. 6; Mezera 2; Hoffman 2. | Nov. 24 NA econcin 


Tack.es For Loss: Riley 20; White, G. 14; Schlecht 12. 
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rusher after recording six sacks and 15 
tackles for loss as a junior. But after that, 
there will be a lot of inexperience. 

Senior Drew Dehnicke, junior Dave 
Sykora and sophomore Dan Kwapinski are 
slated to be the other starters on the 
defensive line. Matt Anderle, who started 
eight games last season, was expected to 
return at defensive tackle, but he has been 
moved to the offensive line. 

Eric Stenzel, who played at fullback 
during his true freshman season, has 
moved to defensive end as has former 
tight end Zach Vevea. 

Astein Osei, who returns after a med- 
ical redshirt season, is expected to lead 
the linebackers. Still, he has to be able to 
come back from a neck injury and make 
the move from middle linebacker to drop 
linebacker. 

The nickel back a year ago, Jimmy 
Henry will move into the weakside line- 
backer position while Phil Archer is 
expected to start as the strongside line- 
backer. 

The Gophers offense, a group that set 
a school record last season for yards per 
game (429.1), realizes they're going to 
have to cover at times for the defense. 

“We're going to do what we have to 
do to win,” wide receiver Ron Johnson 
said. “If it’s 54-52 and we win, that’s 
fine.” 

With Johnson, the Gophers have one 
of the most explosive threats in the Big 


THE BEST AND 
THE BRIGHTEST 


Most Valuable Player 
WR Ron Johnson 


Emerging Star 
TE Ben Utecht 
Top Newcomer 
DB Domonique Sims 


Ten. On any snap, Johnson, who caught 
61 balls last season for 1,125 yards and 
11 touchdowns, can break a long gain. 
Johnson has the speed to blow by defen- 
sive backs while at 6-4, he has the size to 
out jump them as well. 

Johnson, a senior who will likely hold 
all Minnesota career marks by the end of 
this season, nearly left school for the NFL 
— he went as far as to fill out the paper- 
work — but decided to return. 

He leads a receiving corps that will be 
featured more than ever this season. 


While Mason is a Woody Hayes dis- 
ciple and wants to run the ball, he 
also wants to throw it more. 

In addition to Johnson, the 
Gophers return Elvin Jones, Jermaine 
Mays and Antoine Henderson. 

Mays, a senior, became a bigger 
factor in the Minnesota offense late 
last season. He caught six passes for 
119 yards and a touchdown in the 
Gophers victory over lowa — a win 
that made the Gophers eligible for 
a postseason bow! for the second 
consecutive season. 

Henderson received a medical 
redshirt last season after injuring his 
knee in the season opener. The 
senior is a speedster who will get 
looks from either Cole or Abdul- 

Khaliq if defenses continue to dou- 
ble-team Johnson. 

Tight end Ben Utecht, a former 
wide receiver, has to gain size and 
strength to become a complete tight 
end, but he is certainly an offensive 
threat. That’s especially the case 
when a linebacker picks him up in 
coverage. The 6-6 Utecht averaged 
16 yards per catch last season. 

In the backfield, the Gophers 
return two running backs, one who 
rushed for more than 1,000 yards last 
season and one who appears to have 
as much potential as any Gopher. 

Gophers fans are still waiting to see 
what the real Thomas Tapeh can do. He 
looks like a big-time running back. He 
seems to have the quickness. Now the 
only question is whether he’s durable 
enough to play in the Big Ten. 

After sitting out the 1999 season 
because of acaclemic issues, last season 
was supposed to be the breakout year for 
Tapeh, who went to high school in St. 
Paul. The season, however, didn’t turn out 
quite as well as many fans had hoped. 

His season started late as he was slow 
to return from offseason foot surgery. He 
played in seven games — gaining 183 
yards in a victory over Baylor — but 
injured his foot again. 

With Tapeh, a powerful back, out, 
Redmon had a breakout season that 
suprised even some of the Gophers 
coaches. While Redmon had quickness, 
there was question whether he was tough 
enough to deal with the pounding of the 
Big Ten. 

Those questions were quickly 
answered as Redmon finished the season 
with 1,368 yards, the third-highest single- 
season total in Minnesota history. In the 


WITH JOHNSON, THE GOPHERS HAVE ONE OF THE 
MOST EXPLOSIVE THREATS IN THE BIG TEN. 
PHOTO BY JOHN ROBBINS 


Micronpc.com Bowl, Redmon had the 
best game of his career, gaining 246 yards 
on 42 carries. 

Up front, the Gophers return three 
starters from a year ago. That, however, 
would be more impressive if All-American 
center Ben Hamilton was one of the guys 
coming back. 

Senior Akeem Akinwale is expected 
to move into Hamilton's center position. 
On his left, both junior tackle Jake Kuppe 
and senior guard Derek Burns return to 
the starting lineup. Senior Ryan Roth is 
back after starting last season at right 
guard, 

Sophomore Arthur Smith, a regular as 
a true freshman, should start at right 
tackle. 

One area in which the Gophers are 
very solid is on special teams as both 
punter Preston Gruening and place-kicker 
Dan Nystrom are back. 

Punter was one of Mason's biggest 
concerns entering the 2000 season as 
Gruening was an unknown. But that 
unknown became one of the highlights of 
the season for the Gophers. Gruening led 
the nation in punting for most of the sea- 


2001 
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Pos. Class HT. 
Asod Abdul Khaliq -«QB-=s« So. 6) -201_—_Elizabeth, NJ 
Aleem Akinwale C'S) 6d) L97dly Coon fapate 
Jubail Akinwole WR fr = & 1-205 Coon Rapids 
Molt Anderle OS 66 315 Roseville 
Phil Archer BS 62 28 SiPal 
Scooter Bougus TE ok 66 243 Work, IX 
Jason Beckum fOr 60 186 Mibwovkee, WI 
Dove Belock 1B St G2 -200-‘Hinckley, OH 
Dustin Broun WR Fr 63 224 Osseo 
Jock Brewer FS {Se cdl N91) Gropeson x 
Antoine Burns WR ry 61 192 Mihvoukee, WI 
Derek Burns OG S& 65 277 Eden Prairie 
Domin Conadoy WR Jr 511.188 —Eldidge, 1A 
Jeremioh Corer OT k 67 24 Sifod 
Travis Cole QB & 63 205 Locke Oswego, OR 
Drew Dehnicke DE S 63 265 CoonRopids 
Ukee Dozier fr 61 181 Bradenton, FL 
Ryan Domin OE os 65 273 Nahtomedi 
Tony Dupree DE So 62 255 JeneyCity,NI 
Renato Fitpotrick SS 021 Shitowis, MO 
Justin Froley BOF 61 196 Cleveland, OH 
Dan Gitlewski OG So 66 296 Oak Creek, WI 
Jason Green OF % 62 244 Orange, NJ 
Preston Groening Pk S10 204 Schild, WI 
Brandon Horston OT Fr 62 311 Ft. Worth, TX 
Antoine Henderson WR Sr 58 =—162—F Louderdole, FL 
Jimmy Henry iB Sr 60 189 Detroit, Ml 
dustin lvom OB Fr 58 175 Huber Heights, OH 
Terry Jackson, RB Fr «= 5-11 185 Saginaw, MI 
Demetrus Johnson RB 59 173 Milwaukee, WI 
Ron Johnson WR OSr 63° 216 Detroit, MI 
Ehin Jones WR Sr 63 214 Southfield, Mi 
Benji Komrath QS 63 24 Moyle, Wi 
Tock Kortok, B&B & 59 177 North Branch 
Morgan Kirklond OG S 62 277 North Bronch 
Note Klosterman 1B Fr «= &2—«194 — Waunokee, WI 
Joke Kuppe On. ie 67 338 Minnetonka 
DonKwopinki = s«éDE= SoS. 7B Ronsem, ND 
Eric lee foe 5-11 183 Menomonie, WI 
Mike Lehon a & 60 187 Hopkins 
Som Logan B fr «62220 St. Poul 
Jerry Macken Br 60 237 — Rochester 
Keith Matthews WR So 62 195 Akron, OH 


Pos, Cass Hr. Wr. HOMETOWN 

15 Jermaine Mays WR Se = 60191) Miomi, FL 
67 Mok McElroy OG fF 65 2) Roseville 
76 Moi Mcintosh OT So 68 24 Harland, WI 
84 Rion Melander TE fr = 6-240 Shoreview 
16 Andy Merril  f 63 218 Defores, 
34 Steve Murray Ss +k 58 180 LaCrosse, WI 
47 Paul Nixon 1B So &T 205 Columbus, OH 
52 Jeff Norton G k $5 273 Plymouth 
28 Don Nystrom PK Ok 511 205 New Hope 
48 Astein Osei 6B & $2 238 Bolingbrook, IL 
17 Tony Patterson WR So 63 200 Belew, 
30 Larry Pinson FR Fr «= &1_— 220 Eogun 
23 Matt Porebo OB OFF 60 198 Brookfield 
57 Peter Prudden Cc S$ 65 242 Waoyzok 
79 Joseph Quinn OG So 64 288 Downing, Wi 
85 Chod Redmann 13 Fr 63 237 Burnsville 
32. Tells Redmon RB Jr «= 60192 Grapevine, TX 
43 Darrell Reid 1B Fr «= 63.246 Farmingdale, NJ 
37 Johnathan Richmond 08 Fr «= 511-181 Greensboro, NC 
66 Ryan Roth OG S 63 W2 Kansas City, MO 
20. Marcus Sanders RB fr «= 5510-183 Ravenna, OH 
26 Derrick Sounders Oo sb 5:10 160 Belle Glodes, FL 

5 Dominique Sims FS Fr = & 1}. 200 Minneapolis 
73 Adthur Smith OT So 68 344 Colmbus,OH 
63 Steve Soden (SFr «= &1_—234— Minneapolis 
4] Eric Stenzel DE So 64 253 Mankato 
96 Dave Sykora oT ok 66 288 — Bloominglon 
44 Thomas Topeh RB So 1231 St. Poul 
35. Mackenzy Toussaint CB So S11 185) Miami, FL 
82 Ben Utecht TE So 66 244 — Hastings 
81 Zoch Veveo DE Sr 64 263 Elk River 
47 Justin Waldron 1B Fr = 61223 Pewaukee 
27 Bi Word SS So 60 195 Akron, OH 
61 Timothy Word DT Fr «2291 Milwaukee, WI 
56 Steven Watson 1B Fr 63 218 — Defionce, MO 
13 Joe Weber P So 60 «191 LoVista, NE 
59 Ben West 1B So 2-259 Appleton, WI 
50 Greg White DE S62 265 Newark NI 
60 Robert Willems OT sk 63 288 Brockym Pork 
32 Mike Wojciechowski DB So |= 58) «178 = Ook Creek 
16 Clarence Woods WR & Sl] 179 Pod 
78 Rickey Wymer oT sFr 68 316 Westerville, OH 

Roster and depth subject to change, 


QB 
TB 
wR 
WR 
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TE 
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2001 PROJECTED DEPTH CHART 
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Travis Cole, Sr*/Asad Abdul-Khaliq, So 
Tellis Redmon, Jr*/Thomas Tapeh, So 
“Ron Johnson, Sr*/Keith Matthews, So 
Elvin Jones, Sr* Jermaine Mays, SC 
Antoine Henderson, Sr/Tony Patterson, So 
Ben Utecht, So*/Rian Melander, Fr 

Jake Kuppe, Jr*/Ricky Wymer, Fr 

Dan Gitlewski, So/Morgan Kirkland, So 
Derek Burns, Sr*/Akeem Akinwale, Sr 
Ryan Roth, Sr*/Joseph Quinn, So 


Arthur Smith, So/Matt Anderle, Sr. 
Dan Nystrom, Jr*/Preston Gruening, Jr 


DE Greg White, Sr*/Drew Dehnicke, Sr 

DT Dan Kwapinski, So/Timothy Ward, Fr 

DT Dave Sykora, Jr/Brandon Harston, Fr 

DE Steve Watson, Fr/Tony Dupree, Fr 

LB Jimmy Henry, Sr/Paul Nixon, So 

LB Phil Archer, So/Darrell Reid, Fr 

LB Astein Osei, Sr/Andy Merrill, Fr 

CB Mike Lehan, Jr*/Justin Fraley, Fr 

cB Mackenzy Toussaint, So/Ukee Dozier, Fr 

Ss Eli Ward, So/Jonathan Richmond, Fr 

FS Jack Brewer, Sr/Domonique Sims, Fr 
P Preston Gruening, Jr*/ ‘Noe Weber, So 


SPRING UPDATE 


ophers coach Glen Mason 

continues in his quest to get 

his team out of the 
Metrodome — arguably the worst col- 
lege football environment in the country 
— and back on campus. 

While two of Minnesota's profes- 
sional teams — the Minnesota Vikings 
and Minnesota Twins — are looking for 
new stadiums, Mason has continually 
talked about how the Gophers aren't 
going to move and need an on-campus 
stadium. 

During the offseason, university offi- 
cials and Vikings officials began work- 
ing together in an attempt to get a 
shared stadium built. The open air sta- 
dium would be built on the Minnesota 
campus near Williams Arena. 

The Gophers have played 20 years 
in the Metrodome in downtown Min- 
neapolis without great attendance. 

¢ A lot of places in the country the 
bowl game is almost a given. It's more 
of which bowl game instead of if they 
make a bowl game. Well, this season's 
Gophers team has a chance to record 
a first in school history. 

After going to the Sun Bowl after 
the 1999 season and the 
Micronpc.com Bowl a year ago, the 
Gophers have a chance to make three 
consecutive bowl trips for the first time 
in school history. 

The last time the Gophers went to 
back-to-back bowls was in the mid-80s 
when they made trips to the Indepen- 
dence and Liberty Bowls. 

¢ For most of the last 20 years, the 
Gophers have ended the season by 
playing lowa for the Floyd of Rosedale 
traveling trophy, a bronze pig. This 
year, things will change. 

Instead of ending the season with 
the Hawkeyes, the Gophers will play 
their other natural rival — Wisconsin. 
The Gophers will host the Badgers on 
Nov. 24 to end the regular season in 
another installment of one of the 
longest rivalries in the country. 

The Gophers will travel to lowa City 
one week earlier. 
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ENTERING HIS SENIOR SEASON, COLE HAS 
THE INSIDE TRACK ON THE STARTING JOB. 
PHOTO BY SCOTT BOEHM 


son before finishing with a 44.5-yard aver- 
age. He dropped 17 punts inside the 20- 
yard line and had 17 punts that went for 
at least 50 yards. 

Nystrom is looking to rebound from 
a disappointing sophomore season. As 
a true freshman, he made 17 of 21 field 
goals including his final 12. Last season, 
that consistency wasn’t there. In going 25 
for 37 on field goals, Nystrom missed at 
least one field goal in eight of the 
Gophers 12 games, including three in the 
loss to Wisconsin. 

One area which the Gophers hope 
will no longer be a question is the status 
of Mason. Two years ago, he talked with 
both Michigan State and Louisiana State 
about coaching openings. 

During the last offseason, Mason 
danced with Ohio State before the Buck- 
eyes hired Jim Tressel of Youngstown 
State. 

While many Gopher fans understood 
Mason's desire to coach at Ohio State, his 


Golden Gophers are in Good Hands 


year ago, he was the insurance 
Arete, the junior college transfer 

who didn’t know if he’d ever get 
on the field. 

At the beginning of the 2000 sea- 
son, the quarterback hierarchy was 
clear at Minnesota. Freshman Asad 
Abdul-Khaliq was the starter. Travis 
Cole was the backup. There were no 
questions. 

By the end of the Gophers 6-6 
season, there wasn’t a question either. 
Cole was No. 1 Abdul-Khaliq was 
No. 2. 

Cole, a transfer from Foothill 
(Calif.) Junior College, may have been 
the biggest surprise of the Gophers 
season. When Abdul-Khaliq faltered, 
Cole took over the staring job durin 
the fifth game and stayed there for the 
rest of the season. 

While the native of Lake Oswego, 
Ore., isn’t the quickest signal caller, he 
doesn’t have the strongest arm and he 
doesn’t always look pretty, he gets the 
job done. With Cole starting, the 
Gophers won at Ohio State for the first 
time in 51 years and they averaged 
31.6 points and 452.4 yards per 
game. 


alma mater, others weren't so forgiving. 
The very public and drawn out courtship 
was going on in the midst of recruiting 
and Mason’s uncertainty seemed to 


HE GOPHERS GOAL 

ON DEFENSE IS THE 

SAME AS ALWAYS 
SINCE MASON ARRIVED 


FROM KANSAS - STOP THE 
RUN BEFORE ALL ELSE. BUT 
THE EXECUTION WILL BE A 
LITTLE DIFFERENT WITH A NEW 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR. 


negate the momentum of back-to-back 
bowl appearances. 
Mason said after being turned down 


“Travis is so cool-headed that 
maybe he’s even dumb at times,” 
receiver Ron Johnson said. “He’s so 
dumb that he doesn’t let what's going 
on bother him.” 

For the season, Cole, who moon- 
lighted as a relief pitcher for the 
Gophers baseball team, completed 
147 of 252 passes for 1,982 yards 
and 11 touchdowns. He also ran for 
188 yards and scored five touchdowns, 
averaging almost three yards a carry. 

Entering his senior season, Cole 
has the inside track on the starting job, 
but Gophers coach Glen Mason hasn’t 
guaranteed anything and said that 
Cole and Abdul-Khalig will compete 
for the job. 

“| like the competition,” Mason 
said. “I think it brings out the best. We 
might play them both.” 

Cole, the guy who was supposed to 
be a backup, is fine with that. 

“It’s going to be a battle through 
daily doubles,” Cole said. “The best 
quarterback is going to start. Coach 
Mason knows he has two quality quar- 
terbacks going into August.” 

That’s one more than he thought he 
had a year ago. A 


for the Buckeyes job that he was done 
interviewing for jobs. He has said that he 
is committed to Minnesota for now and 
into the future. 

After ending the 2000 season by los- 
ing four of five games, Mason shook up 
his staff. No defensive coaches return and 
there are six new faces on the coaching 
staff. 

That new staff will lead the Gophers 
into a schedule that is more difficult than 
last season's version. Instead of playing 
underachievers Indiana and Penn State in 
the Big Ten’s unbalanced schedule, the 
Gophers will face defending league co- 
champion Michigan and improving Michi- 
gan State. 

Still, the Gophers are optimistic. 

“In my opinion, there isn’t a team we 
can't play with,” Johnson said. “We feel 
we can win the Big Ten honestly. The way 
| look at it, shoot high and then see what 
happens.” 

— Jeff Shelman 
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ure, you could say Northwestern 
See its share of luck in 2000 en 

route to a share of its third Big Ten 
championship in the last six seasons. Boot- 
ing a 46-yard field goal into the wind as 
time expires to force overtime at Wiscon- 
sin, then knocking off the defending Big 


Ten champs in the second extra period? 

Come on! 

Going five for five on fourth down 
conversions and scoring 27 points in the 
final 17 minutes at Minnesota, including 
a deflected 45-yard Hail Mary pass to win 
on the final play of the game? 

No way! 

Forcing Michigan’s Anthony Thomas 
to fumble after he already has gained the 
first down necessary to clinch the win in 
one of the wildest games of the century, 
then hustling to score the winning touch- 
down with 20 seconds left? 

Get out of here! 

Third-year Northwestern coach Randy 
Walker will be the first to admit this particu- 
lar combination of fortuitous events occurs 
about as often as one hits the lottery. 

“Take three plays away and all of a 
sudden we've won five games last year. 


2000: 8-4 overall, 6-2 Big Ten (T-Ist) 
COACH: Randy Walker — At Northwestern: 
11-12, 2 years; Overall: 70-47-5, 11 years 
RETURNING STARTERS: 17; 
10 offense, 6 defense, punter 
PLAYERS TO WATCH: RB Damien 
Anderson, LB Kevin Bentley, LB Napoleon 
Harris, QB Zak Kustok, G Jeff Roehl, 
LB Billy Silva, WR Sam Simmons. 
PRIMARY STRENGTH: Offensive depth 
and talent. The Wildcats move the ball like 
crazy and scored at will in Big Ten play last 
season. They again appear capable of win- 
ning a shootout every week if needed. 


NORTHWESTERN 


WILDCATS 


We're 5-6,” Walker said with an equal 
amount of earnestness and rascality in his 
voice. “But it’s not that simple.” 

The simple fact is that Walker thinks 
most people forget about teams such as the 
2000 Wildcats. You don’t have a chance to 
win the lottery if you don’t get in it. 


Wildcats Win Another Title — Come On! 


One snap of the ball didn’t earn the 
54-51 victory over Michigan ... or the 
41-35 win over Minnesota ... or the 47-44 
win over Wisconsin ... or the five other 
victories that enabled the Wildcats to share 
the Big Ten title with Purdue and Michigan. 

“We had to be in position to be in 
position,” Walker says. “If Wisconsin's 
kicking our butt 41-14, that field goal 
doesn’t matter. The fact was they weren't. 
We lined up and played the defending Big 
Ten champs toe-to-toe in their stadium.” 

So THAT'S the lesson to be learned 
from Northwestern’s rise from 10th to first. 

Toe-to-toe toughness was the missing 
concept at Northwestern during its two 
years in the Big Ten bowels. The Wildcats 
weren't good enough, confident enough 
or mean enough to keep their Big Ten 
foes engaged for four quarters during 
1998-99 when NU won once in 16 tries. 
An overabundance of attention was 


WILDCATS 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: Defensive 


front has very little experience. The 
offense has great talent, but if Kustok or 
Anderson go down, the Wildcats could 
find themselves in quick trouble. 

OVERVIEW: Say it slow and clear and 
proud — Northwestern is the preseason 
favorite to win the Big Ten. That's quite 
a statement, but one that remains 
arguably true as long as they avoid key 
injuries. But Randy Walker has these guys 
believing (rightly) that when a game is 
there to be won or lost, it's a Northwest- 
ern player who will come through. 


paid to the unique qualities of the Wildcats’ 
spread offense as orchestrated by quarter- 
back Zak Kustok and All-American tailback 
Damien Anderson, but Northwestern’s 
renaissance was triggered by the players’ 
dedication to tough-minded play and a 
staggeringly difficult workout program. 


Will Northwestern stay at the top of 
the heap in 2001? It certainly has the 
means to do so. 

(a) The Wildcats retain 37 of their top 
44 players on last year’s depth chart, 
including 10 starters from the offense that 
finished third nationally in total yards and 
ninth in scoring. 

(b) The Wildcats bring back an all- 
senior linebacker crew — led by potential 
NFL first-rounder Napoleon Harris — 
where each player has earned All-Big Ten 
honors at some point in his career. 

(c) The Wildcats rededicated them- 
selves during conditioning drills and in the 
weight room during the offseason, so 
much so in the latter that senior defensive 
tackle Salem Simon was on pace to break 
the school record in the bench press (500 
pounds) and junior offensive guard Jeff 
Roehl expected to break the record in the 
squat (660 pounds) by mid-summer. 

“Forty players out of 71 made signifi- 
cant gains in strength, size and speed 
from a year ago,” Walker said. “And half 
of the ones who didn’t weren't able to 
(due to injury rehabilitation).” 

Do all these factors mean Northwest- 
ern is a lock to improve on last year’s 8-4 
season? Not necessarily. As we've already 
learned, luck can play a role. 

But if good fortune continues to walk 
in lockstep with NU’s work ethic, can the 
Wildcats — as some were suggesting in 
the days leading up to their 66-17 shel- 
lacking at the hands of Nebraska in the 
2000 Alamo Bowl — qualify for the 2002 


SENIOR QUARTERBACK ZAK KUSTOK 
AVERAGED 30 ATTEMPTS PER GAME LAST FALL. 
POTO BY SCOTT BOEHM 
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ALDCATS*REGRUITING 


Name / Position Size HomETOWN Hich ScHoot / COuEGE | Name / Position Size HOMETOWN Hic Scuoot / Couece 
AIKENS, Ashton RB 6-2, 190 Detroit, Ml Detroit Country Day LUTZEN, Greg DE 6-5, 250 Pewaukee, WI Pewaukee 
SuperPrep and PrepStar All-Midwest Region @ All-State @ As a senior, had 1,500 yards rushing and 27 touch- Wisconsin Defensive Player of the Year @ All-State @ All-Conference at defensive end and tight end @ Two- | 
downs # Had Iwo scoring receptions and two kickoffs retumed for touchdowns @ Had four interceptions time team captain @ As a senior, had 81 tackles, eight sacks, 22 tackles for loss and one kick blocked @ 
ui Hod 37 career sacks, 57 tackles for loss, 12 fumbles caused, seven fumbles recovered and 11 kicks 
BACKES, Jeff RB 5-10, 180 Columbus, OH Upper Arlinglon blocked. 
SuperPrep All: Midwest Region # Ohio Mr. Football @ All-State @ Had a state-record 3,354 yards rushing and 
44 touchdowns as a senior # Made five rushing touchdowns in a game twice @ Had seven interceptions. PICKENS, John LB 6-2, 215 Franklin Lakes, NJ 
nd Siperep Al Nechen Region # Scod-eom A. Sic # AH # Hod 72 ck fre sods od Hes 
BASANEZ, Brett OB 6-2,175 Arlington Heig} St. Viator interceptions as a senior @ Had 160 career tackles, five sacks and six interceptions, 
USA Today Illinois Player of the Year # PrepStar and SuperPrep All-Region # Chicago Sun-Times Player of ie | 
| Year @ All-State @ As a senior, had 2,876 yards passing and 39 touchdowns. PRICE, Dominique S 6-0, 205 Jeffersontown, KY DuPont 
| | Honorable mention All-State @ All-District on offense and defense @ As a senior, had 64 tackles and one fumble 
BREWER-GRIFFIN, Sundi RB 6-0, 180 St. Poul, MN St. Paul Academy | recovered @ Hod 623 yards rushing and eight touchdowns, 
SuperPrep and PrepStarAll- Midwest Region # Three-time All-Conference # Had 1,350 yards rushing ond 12 | | 
| touchdowns as a senior As a junior, had 1,000 yards rushing and 18 touchdowns. | STRIEF, Zach OT 67,305 Milford, OH Milford 
| SuperPrep All-American, rated No. 11 lineman in Midwest Region @ PrepStar All-Midwest Region # Ranked 
CASTILLO, Luis DT 6-4, 265 Garfield, NJ Garfield No. 73 offensive lineman nationally by Rivals100.com @ Three-time All-Conference # Team captain @ Gave 
SuperPrep All-American # All-State @ Two-time All-Counly @ As a senior, had 89 tackles, eight sacks and five | | up no sacks as a senior and one as a junior @ Had 50 tackles, seven tackles for loss and two sacks as a | 
fumbles caused @ Had 159 career tackles and 18 sacks, | senior. 
CLARKE, Vince OT 65, 275 El Cajon, CA Granite Hills TARVER, Frederic WR 62,195 Palmyra, VA Fluvanna County 


Two-time All-District @ As a senior, had 21 receptions for 373 yards and nine touchdowns @ Had 341 yards 
| rushing on 33 carries @ Averaged 16 points per game in basketball @ State champion in outdoor 110-meter 


Second-team All-Conference # Made 88 pancake blocks as a senior Threw shot put and discus for track team. 


DERRICKS, Thomas DT 6-1, 295 Garland, TX Jesuit Prep high hurdles and 300-meter intermediate hurdles. 
Rated No. 7 defensive lineman nationally by Rivals100.com @ SuperPrep ranked No. 12 defensive lineman 
nationally @ Two-time Conference Defensive Player of the Year @ Had 251 career tackles, 12 sacks, 12 fumbles | | THOMPSON, David DE 6-3, 245 Rockledge, FL Rockledge 
recovered, six fumbles caused and 34 tackles for loss. | SuperPrep All-Dixie @ All-State @ All-District @ Team captain @ Hod 87 solo tackles, seven sacks and six passes | 
| broken up os a senior. 
ESSEX, Troi TE 6-4, 240 Fort Woyne, IN Poul Harding 
PrepStar and SuperPrep All-Midwest Region @ All-State # Two-time All-Conference @ Hod 83 career receptions WASIELEWSKI, David P/PK 5-10, 220 Odessa, FL Tampa Jesuit 
for 1,416 yards and 14 touchdowns @ All-Conference in basketball. Transferred from University of Florida @ Sct out 2000 season @ All-SEC Freshman Team @ Hod 54 career punts 
for 2,167 yards, averaging 40.1 yards per punt @ Had career-long punt of 53 yards in 1998 @ USA Today 
FIELDS, Jonathan CB 5-8, 170 Sweeny, TX Sweeny prep honorable mention All-American  PrepStor All-American. 
Two-time All-District @ All-County @ As a senior, had 51 tackles, eight passes broken up and two interceptions. 
| WILSON, DeMoris DE 64, 245 Horvest, AL Sporkmon 
HENDERSON, HerschelS 6-3, 190 Houston, TX Clear Lake Two-time Super All-Metro # Only played in six games as a senior due to injury @ Had 90 tackles and two inter- 
lone Stor Recruiting ranked No. 10 defensive back in Texas @ All-District @ Had four interceptions, including ceptions @ Had seven tackles for loss in season opener # Two-time team captain. 
two relurned for touchdowns, as a senior @ District high jump champion. 
WITHERSPOON, Jovon WR 6-3, 210 Fort Wayne, IN Bishop Luers 
| JONES, Braden LB 6-2, 220 Harrisburg Harrisburg Transferred from Notre Dame @ Sat out 2000 season @ Had 69 receptions for 1,140 yards and 11 touchdowns 
SuperPrep All-Midwest Region @ All-State # All-Conference # As a senior, scored 21 touchdowns Had 488 in 1999 @ As a prep senior, had nine interceptions @ Returned six kicks for touchdowns, but had five recalled 
yards rushing and scored on punt return and a kickoff return @ Member of state championship track team. for penalties @ Team captain. 
JONES, Taylor LB 6-3, 230 Gladstone, MO Winnetonka WOHLSCHEID, Joe TE 67,245 Grand Ledge, Mi Grand Ledge 
All-Conference tight end, linebacker and kicker @ Hod 94 tackles, including 52 solo, 11.5 sacks, two fumbles SuperPrep All-Midwest Region # Detroit News Fab 50 Dream Team ¢@ All-State # Had 26 receptions for 260 
| recovered, lwo fumbles caused and eight passes broken up as a senior. yards and two touchdowns as a senior @ Had 98 career tackles, 12 sacks and five fumbles recovered. 


WOOCKATTHEMILDGATE 


RESULTS INDIVIDUAL STATS SCHEDULE 


Tacktes For Loss: Missouri 14; Harris 13; Collins 1 11. 


(8-4, 6-2) PASSING Sept. 8  atNevada-Las Vegas 
in NAME Comp Yaros Pct 1D ~ — : 
35 Northern Illinois 7 |Kustok 328 191 2251 582 18 7 4 Sept. 15. Navy 
26= puke 5 | [Danielson 18 11 151 61.1 1 0| | —— . 
Vila nm oe rr | RUSHING Sept. 22 at Duke 
47 Wisconsin 44 | | Anderson 293 1914) 650 73, 2211 Sept. 29 Michigan State 
ae Kustok 152 7 a ame —— = 
37. Michigan State 17 lawrence 69 348. ««<50.~«28~SC«O | Oct. 6  atOhio State 
52 cians 33 | Stuckey 22 104 47 23 ] | ; = 
| Oct. 13 Minnesota 
28 Purdue A] | 
| | 
A] Minnesota 35 Simmons 35 474 13.5 45 5 | Oct. 20 Penn State | 
Schweighardt 34 339 10.0 46 1 4 | 
54 Michigan 51 Patrick 32 Pe a ey | Oct. 27 at Purdue 
17 | 7 | Johnson 29 Cy ee ee - ———— | 
iowa : 
DEFENSIVE LEADERS Nov. 3 — atIndiana 
6 Ilinois 23 Tacktes: Silva 116; Harris 101; Wheeler 83; Bentley 78. | Nov. 10 lowa | 
Aamo Bow. INTERCEPTIONS: Blackmon 5; Harris 2; Silva 1; Bentley 1. axe" a 
17 Nebraska 66 QB Sacks: Missouri 9; Harris 3; Bentley 3; Collins 3. Nov. 22 at illinois 
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Rose Bowl that will determine the 
national champion? 

Walker doesn’t even want his 
guys thinking in that manner. 

“It would be inappropriate at this 
point to spend a lot more time talk- 
ing about it,” Walker said. “We have 
a lot of work as a program, not just 
as individual kids or coaches, to get 
there.” 

Walker and his staff have set out 
to get there with a three-pronged 
improvement plan starting, curiously, 
with the offense. 

While NU’s spread attack cer- 
tainly wouldn’t seem to require as 
much attention as the lackluster 
defense and special teams, offensive 
coordinator Kevin Wilson has been 
asked to deliver several improve- 
ments in 2001. 

Northwestern isn’t going away 
from its four-receiver sets, shotgun 
formation and no-huddle tempo, 
but Walker wants more variety this 
fall. “I want to be able to runa 
power-style offense,” Walker said. 
“It’s a blow to my pride that we 
couldn't run the ball on third-and- 
two and get a first down last year.” 


DAMIEN ANDERSON, THE TOP RETURNING 
HEISMAN CANDIDATE, RAN FOR 2,063 YARDS. 
PHOTO BY VINCENT MUZIK 


That shouldn't be too difficult to 
do with the No. 1 returning Heisman 
Trophy vote-getter Damien Ander- 
son (2,063 yards, 23 TDs) and five veteran 
linemen led by All-Big Ten candidates 
Austin King and Jeff Roehl. 

“Having last year together and the 
experience will help a lot,” said Roehl, 

a roadgrader of a right guard whose trans- 
fer from Notre Dame solidified the line. 
“Some of the calls that might give away 
things to the defense, we can assume 
them without saying them. 

“We just know what to do. | know 
what (right tackle) Mike Souza’s going to 


THE BEST anpD 
THE BRIGHTEST 


Most Valuable Player 


RB Damien Anderson 
Emerging Star 
OL Jeff Roehl 
Top Newcomer 
WR Jovan Witherspoon 


do. | know what (center) Austin King is 
going to do on any given situation. What 
footwork I take, whatever steps | take, 
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I know they're going to be right behind 
me. That’s a great feeling.” 

While an improved power attack mat- 
ters to Walker, this is the seemingly con- 
trasting improvement he wants even 
more: The ability to beat people if NU is 
forced to throw 75 times a game. 

“People will work hard to stop Damien,” 
Walker said. “We've got to be able to throw 
the ball down the field better.” 

Senior quarterback Zak Kustok (2,389 
yards, 19 TDs, 7 INTs) averaged 30 
attempts per game last fall, but NU threw 
37 times per game in its four defeats. 

“We're going to make a real commit- 
ment to being good at throwing the foot- 
ball,” Wilson said. “We're not throwing 
the ball because we'd like to; we're not 
throwing the ball because we have to. 
We're going to throw the ball because we 
feel we can beat you that way.” 

Kustok, whose strengths are accuracy 
and smarts as opposed to arm strength, 
welcomes back four of the five receivers 
who caught more than 25 passes last year. 

Leading the pack is senior slot man 
Sam Simmons (team-high 38 catches, 498 
yards, 5 TDs), who rose to Walker’s and 
Wilson’s challenge in the offseason by 


improving his three core lifts (bench, 
squad, power clean) by more than 
200 pounds combined. That helped 
him to shave his 40-dash time to 
4.49. 

“He’s had a better offseason than 
Teddy Johnson did last year — and 
Teddy had a great offseason and a 
| really good year (33-593-7),” Wilson 
said. “I think Sam should be a better 
player. We need him to step up. 

“Jon Schweighardt (35 catches, 
348 yards) needs to step up. Not just 
be a receiver, but step up and start to 


Schweighardt, who dropped his 
AO time to 4.51 last spring, will be 
Northwestern’s primary outside 
threat while Simmons and sopho- 
more Kunle Patrick (34 catches, 369 
yards) will man the slots. 

The X-factor is sophomore Notre 
Dame transfer Jovan Witherspoon, a 
blue-chip 6-4 speedster who's being 
tried inside and out to find where he 
can help the most. Fellow soph Roger 
Jordan (26 catches), another tall target, 
will be outside. 

While Northwestern’s offense 

should improve on last year’s 36.8 

— points per game average, it won't 
mean a lot if the defense continues to 
cough up 33.3 points an outing. 

Defensive coordinator Jerry Brown lost 
six starters from last year’s group, which 
might sound like a blessing considering 
their collective play. 

“We were last or next-to-last in 
almost every defensive category,” Walker 
said. “It is unlikely we will repeat as 
champions with the same performance. 
We need to play with a different attitude 
on defense.” 

Apparently NU’s unhealthy attitudes 
of 2000 were spawned during the spring, 
when Brown could have corrected them, 
but decided against it. 

“Last spring, | made a couple of mis- 
takes,” Brown said. “I saw some things 
and didn’t address them and | think it 
came back and hurt us. | won't tell you 
what those (mistakes) were, but | won't 
make that same mistake twice.” 

While Brown’s gallant enough not to 
pin public blame on players, it was appar- 
ent that too many players with responsibil- 
ity to make plays (read: linebackers and 
defensive ends) didn’t stick to their assign- 
ments which paved the way for big plays. 

In the first two-and-a-half quarters of 
the Alamo Bowl while it was still a con- 
test, Nebraska rolled up 11 rushing plays 
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No. NAME Pos, Ctass Hr. 
23° levis Ado Sf 510 208 Telchouee, FL 
20 Damien Anderson RS =I 2 Wiingion 
58 Malt Anderson DT So 63 278 behidew 
3d lovisAyei «=| WR S198 Wocekory, MN 
12 Bob Bore Book 62 29 tie 
54 Don Boskn OL fr 62 285 Nopewile 
87 Frock Bos WR Fe 63.168 Mimneopols, MN 
2 Kevin Bendey (BS 1230 NothHil, CA 
7 Ray Bogen DES 63 25 Cedarburg, WI 
67 leonBrodmeer «OLS SOI Téhowen, FL 
25 Mowvin Beown SS Se 511 201 ebb, CO 
5. Viocel Coney 0 ok 63 25 Mom, FL 
98 Pele Chapman DL 64 288 Aero, CO 
89 Calby Clk DL of 62 268 Ausin, 1X 
77 ance Clelond OL S&S 319 Reisersown, MD 
27 RoheemCovingen DB +598) ~~ bil. NI 
57 Scot Crohn OL fr 60257 Phmouth, MN 
19 Mat Donieion GB So 60 222 Rochester Hil, Mi 
5D Lee Drucker B Fr 510 2 Scorsdole, NY 
3 Pot Dur Bok GL 225 SkChorles 
21 Brandon Evons @ So 511187 Kemesow,GA 
15. David Forman TE ok 65 UB Amin, X 
75 Adem Foy OL S 64 317 _ Betendort, IA 
89 Tom Flegge WR fr 61 170 Costlloke 
85 Ronnie Foster WR So 61 199. Peoric Heights 
13. Mike Grifin C8 of 63) 215° lena KA 
59 Onoje Grimes DE 62 239 Shoker Heighs, OH 
8 Nopaleen Hons io eS 63°27. toe 
13 NehHerron RF Sl 224 Meow, Mi 
99 Brion Hufimon FKP So 1191 Schaumburg 
4 Roger Jordon WR So 63 25S lege, XK 
78 Ben Kennedy DE So 66 269 Nopenile 
62 Astin King C ok 64 280. Grcnnos, OH 
93 PeteKonopko «OE G4 263 Morengo 
10 Zak Kustok @ $1 209 Crlond Pork 
22’ Kev lawrence Rk 511199 Motel, Quebec 
53 Joel Layfield (SFr «= & 1189 Cedar Falls, IA 


Pos. Class Hr. Wr. HOMETOWN 
2B Giles Lezi FR So 60226 Laval, Quebec 
33 Chosda Martin CB ok = SIN 198 Phoenix, AZ 
74 Derek Martinez OQ So 65 282 San Jose, CA 
& Col Matsa OL So 64 S02 Hosen, TK 
66 Steve Natali OL Fr 63-258 Park Ridge 
60 thechuku Ndukwe OL Fr 66 350 Powell, OH 
65 Bil Newon O fF 67 298 Gay, IN 
81 Steve Porker WR od = 65 213 Costro Volley, CA 
80. Kune Potrick WR So 60 203 Brooklyn, NY 
17 Devin Poterson B® $ 60 165 Gemontown, IN 
2 Ryon Peterson B So $2 215  Cordiff,CA 
40 Don Poblmon RB Fr = & 1-220 Barrington 
88 Rolf Reinaldo TE fr 65-289 Fair Hoven, NJ 
73 Jeff Roehl O tk 64 291 Orland Pork 
35 Mork Roush SS So &_—«189Richmond, VA 
Gia Schwssherd Wer kas D185) Whack 
38. Rob Shirley FB Fr. «= 60234 Bloomington, IN 
44 Billy Sika BS = 3.244 Son Diego, CA 
32 Som Simmons WR Se 510.197 Kansas City, KA 
94 Salem Simon DL &  &4 265 Clevelond, OH 
56 Mike Souza OL S& 66 295 Kaneohe, Hl 
42. JJ. Stondring PS 1212 Chicago 
11 Tony Sirauss QB Fr «60 192 Rocine, WI 
29° Torri Srickey RB So SIN 196 Robbins 
49° Doug Syzmul 1B So 60-201 Des Plaines 
48 Sygo Thomas 1B So = 60-212 Marina Del Rey, CA 
64 Matt Ulrich QL Fr 2306 Streamwood 
31 Marvin Word ( fr S11 189 Londows, MD 
39 Dovid Wosielewski P/PK Je = S10. 220 Odessa, FL 
30 Roshidi Wheeler SSS 60 217 Ontario, CA 
37 Seon Wieber B. oF 6&1 209 — Sondusky, OH 
9 Jovan Witherspoon WR So 63 210 Fort Wayne, IN 
55 George Woods DT So &1 278 ta Mirada, CA 
84 Bre Wedey TE So 64 «= 252 Messed, MA 
16 Jason Wright RB So. $10 201 iomond Bor, CA 

Roster ond depth chart subject fo chonge 


2001 PROJECTED DEPTH CHART 


QB Zak Kustok, Sr*/Matt Danielson, So 


FB Vincent Cartaya, Jr*/Gilles Lezi, So 

RB Damien Anderson, Sr*/Kevin Lawrence, Jr 
WR Sam Simmons, Sr*/Kunle Patrick, So 
WR Jon Schweighardt, Jr/ Roger Jordan, So 


TE David Farman, Jr*/Eric Worley, So 
LT Leon Brockmeier, Sr*/Derek Martinez, So 


‘LG Lance Clelland, Sr*/Matt Ulrich, Fr | 
Cc Austin King, Jr*/Carl Matejka, So 


RG Jeff Roehl, Jr*/Adam Fay, Sr 


RT Mike Souza, Sr*/Ikechuku Ndukwe, Fr 


K Brian Huffman, So/David Wasielewski, Jr 


DE 
DT 
OT 
DE 
OLB 


| OB 


MIB 


Pete Konopka, Sr/Ben Kennedy, So 
Pete Chapman, Jr/Colby Clark, Fr 
Salem Simon, Sr*/Matt Anderson, So 
Onaje Grimes, Jr/Ray Bogenrief, So 
Napoleon Harris, Sr*/Syga Thomas, So 
Billy Silva, Sr*/ Ryan Peterson, So 
‘Kevin Bentley, Sr*/Pat Durr, Jr 

Chasda Martin, Jr/Brandon Evans, So 
Raheem Covington, Jr*/Marvin Ward, Fr 
Rashidi Wheeler, $r*/Marvin Brown, Sr 
‘Sean Wieber, Jr/Mark Roush, So 


»' J.J. Standring, Sr*/David Wasielewski, Jr 


SPRING UPDATE 


uring Northwestern’s final 

week of spring practice, the 

Wildcats began experimenting 
with a 3-4 alignment that could well be 
the defense of choice when the season 
starts Sept. 7. 

During the spring game, NU’s first- 
string defense played a 4-3 while the sec- 
ond-string utilized the 3-4 structure. 

“We have to be very multiple,” said 
head coach Randy Walker. “We'll still 
have a four-man front at times. We 
weren't sure if we were going to get to 
working on (the 3-4) now or until the fall.” 

Walker’s hand was forced by spring 
injuries to two of his top three defensive 
ends: Fifth-year senior Pete Konopka and 
converted offensive tackle Ben Kennedy. 

Their absence prompted Walker and 
defensive coordinator Jerry Brown to 
push up stellar outside linebacker 
Napoleon Harris to right end, where he 
will line up either as a linebacker or in a 
three-point stance depending on the set. 

With Harris on the line, junior Pat 
Durr gets his spot at left outside line- 
backer and gives NU better speed. 

“We've always believed you play your 
best 11,” Walker said. 

Durr earned his spurs late last season 
when, playing for the injured Kevin Bent- 
ley, he captured Big Ten Defensive Player 
of the Week honors when he produced 
11 tackles and an interception in the reg- 
ular-season finale against Illinois. 

¢ The competition to replace gradu- 
ated second-team All-Big Ten kicker Tim 
Long won't be decided until the final 
stages of fall practice. 

High school All-American sophomore 
Brian Huffman and Florida transfer David 
Wasielewski — the Gators’ starting punter 
as a true freshman — finished spring 
practice virtually in a dead heat. 

“We've been keeping a running total 
all through spring,” Walker noted on the 
eve of the spring game. “After 13 days of 
kicking, one kid had made exactly one 
more kick than the other.” 

Both missed 35-yard kicks into the 
wind during the spring game, which 
added to the concern that neither com- 
petitor will be able to match Long’s 12 
for 16 accuracy on field goals last year. 

Wasielewski, whom Walker says “has 
a big leg,” also is challenging three-year 
starter J.J. Standring at punter. 
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HARRIS STARTED BRIEFLY FOR THE WILDCAT 
BASKETBALL TEAM AS A FRESHMAN. 


PHOTO BY STEVE BEYER 


of more than 10 yards and completed two 
50-yard-plus bombs for scores. 

Not all of those big plays resulted 
from blown assignments, but even one is 
too many for the defensive returnees. 
Walker, the ultimate stickler for details, 
spent an outsized share of his spring-ball 
time monitoring the defense and its ability 
to follow the rules of its 4-3 sets. 

“If (blown assignments) happen a 
quarter of the time, it’s enough to keep 
a drive going,” said senior middle line- 
backer Billy Silva, the team’s tackle leader 
(124 stops) who earned first-team All-Big 
Ten honors from the media. 

On more than one occasion during the 
spring, Silva took it upon himself to lecture 
defensive teammates who weren't living 
up to the bargain. Outside linebacker 
Napoleon Harris was seen doing the same. 

“IF 1 feel something has to be said or 
done, I'll do it,” Silva said. “I’m not appoint- 
ing myself a leader or anything, but if we 
want our defense to do well, everyone has 


No Michael Jordan, But Still Really Good 


enior outside linebacker 
GS ferston Harris doesn’t want for 

speed. When NFL scouts blew 
through Northwestern in March to look 
at the potential first-round pick, the 
then 253-pound Harris ran the 40-yard 
dash in 4.57 seconds — and he was 
none too thrilled about it. 

But after sweating away 10 pounds 
during summer workouts and doin 
extra sprint work, last year’s third: lead- 
ing Big Ten tackler expects to regain 
the 4.49 speed he owned last fall. 

The 6-3 Harris doesn’t lack confi- 
dence. “Every time | step on the field, 
| feel I'm the best player,” Harris said. 

“He probably would tell you,” said 
Northwestern defensive coordinator Jerry 
Brown, “if he and Michael Jordan were to 
play basketball, he would hold his own.” 

Harris hasn’t played Jordan, but he 
grew up in a peer group thick with talent. 

During his prep senior year, Harris 
played power forward for the nation’s 
No. 2-ranked team. On his team were 
Indiana triple-threat Antwaan Randle-El, 
Fresno State all-star center Melvin Ely and 
George Mason guard Erik Herring. 
Harris, who started briefly for NU’s 


to account for himself, as well as everyone 
else. Everybody’s got to be in this together 
and watch everybody else’s back.” 


} NORTHWESTERN 


STAY AT THE TOP 
OF THE HEAP IN 2001? IT 
CERTAINLY HAS THE MEANS 
TO DO SO. 


Silva, Harris (115 tackles), senior Kevin 
Bentley (86 stops) and equally-talented 
junior reserve Pat Durr will be watching 
the backs of an inexperienced line. 

Senior Salem Simon and junior Pete 


basketball team as a freshman walkon 
believes he was the best of his high 
school bunch. 

“Yeah, and theyll tell you that, 
too,” Harris said. 

That attitude is Harris’ finest trait — 
even more than his rare speed. 

In short, Harris doesn’t want for heart. 

Against Minnesota last October, 
Harris made NU‘s hustle play of the 
season, sprinting 50 yards to run down 
receiver Jack Brewer at the 15-yard 
line — even though Brewer had a 
seven-yard headstart. 

Had Harris allowed Brewer to 
score, Minnesota would have been up 
14 points with seven minutes to play. 
But, Minnesota missed a field goal and 
NU scored two late touchdowns to win. 

“If | had to go to war with one per- 
son on this team, it’d be Napoleon Har- 
ris,” said longtime Northwestern 
strength and conditioning coach Lari 
Lilia. “He’s incredibly driven, very tale 
ented, very gifted and mentally tough. 
If he doesn’t get drafted in the first 
round, those NFL guys have totally 
missed the boat.” 

But , Harris could tell them that. ‘a 


Chapman are veterans at tackle, but 
senior Pete Konopka, junior Onaje 
Grimes and converted offensive tackle 
Ben Kennedy must get up to speed 
quickly at the ends. 

Junior cornerback Raheem Covington 
(one interception, four breakups) and 
senior strong safety Rashidi Wheeler 
return in the secondary, though senior 
Marvin Brown zipped past Wheeler dur- 
ing spring ball. 

Junior Chasda Martin and sophomore 
Brandon Evans are competing to replace 
graduated second-team All-Big Ten corner 
Harold Blackmon, while former walkon 
Sean Wieber has first call at free safety. 

“We want to fix things,” Jerry Brown 
said. “I think the key thing is chemistry — 
make sure we have the right people in the 
right places.” 

If that happens, Northwestern might 
be the right team in the right place at the 
right time again in 2001. 

— Lindsey Willhite 
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I: was designed as a gesture to show 


how far Ohio State senior Steve Bellis- 
ari has come as a quarterback, but 
instead wound up demonstrating how far 
he has yet to go. 
Head coach Jim Tressel called Bellisari 
to the stage before OSU began spring 


practice and threw him a softball in front 
of the assembled media. Gimme the three 
basics for an Ohio State quarterback, Tres- 
sel said. 

“Eliminate turnovers, make big plays 
and get first downs,” Bellisari answered, 
looking over at Tressel for confirmation. 

Tressel dropped his head, then 
reminded Bellisari that answer No. 3 
should have been, “Make good deci- 
sions.” 

“| told him | wanted him to be able to 
complete 67 percent,” Tressel said. “He 
took that literally.” 

Everyone laughed, but the irony was 
lost on no one. 

Imagine, Bellisari making the wrong 
decision when charged with making good 
decisions. 

Ohio State fans have not only seen 
that before, they've seen it so often they 


2000: 8-4 overall; 5-3 Big Ten (fourth) 

COAGH: Jim Tressel — At Ohio State: first 
season; Overall! 35-57-2, 15 years 

RETURNING STARTERS: 10; 4 offense, 
6 defense 

PLAYERS TO WATCH: TB Maurice Hall, 
OB Steve Bellisari, SS Michael Doss, MLB 
Matt Wilhelm, DT Mike Collins 

PRIMARY STRENGTH: Linebackers and 
safeties on defense. Buckeyes have experi- 
ence in both areas, returning starters 
across the board. If good things are to 
happen, they will probably start at those 
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Tressel, Bellisari Are Looking 


OHIO STATE 


CKEYES 


have nightmares about it. 

There's Bellisari, fading to pass in the 
third quarter against Michigan, throwing 
into the flat where Julius Curry intercepts 
and goes 50 yards for the touchdown that 
dooms OSU to defeat. 

There's Bellisari, with the Buckeyes in 


a 17-7 fourth-quarter hole at the Outback 
Bowl, throwing into coverage for another 
pick that gives South Carolina possession 
in OSU territory and the momentum to 
drive for a clinching touchdown. 

With a record of just 12-9 as a starter, 
a career completion percentage under 50 
percent and 25 scoring passes against 22 
interceptions, Bellisari is an easy target for 
the Buckeyes’ failure to finish above fourth 
in the Big Ten the past two seasons. 

Prior to that, OSU enjoyed four 
straight seasons of 10 or more victories 
and played in three straight BCS bowls. 

Certainly, Ohio State’s recent swoon 
can’t all be laid at Bellisari’s shoes. In fact, 
most of the blame wound up on former 
head coach John Cooper, who was fired 
after that 24-7 loss to South Carolina in 
the Outback Bowl, clearing the way for 
Tressel to leave Youngstown State and 
take over the Buckeyes. 


BUCKEYES 


positions. 

POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: Where will 
the offense come from? Senior OB Bellis- 
ari has had an inconsistent career and no 
one behind him has emerged. It would 
help if OSU had a proven back or 
receiver to take the pressure off. The best 
chance for that appears to be freshman 
TB Maurice Hall. 

OVERVIEW: This is Tressel’s honeymoon 
season and he's probably going to need 
it. Proven talent is low and must they play | 
at UCLA, Michigan and Penn State. 


For Answers 


He spent most of his time at YSU with 
the team’s quarterbacks, directing that 
program to four national championships in 
his 15 seasons with offenses that differed 
significantly each title season. 

A college quarterback himself, Tressel 
won't change his habit of working with 


the quarterbacks at OSU. 

But in Bellisari, he may find a chal- 
lenge unlike any he has faced previously. 
“The thing with every one of our seniors, 
and Steve is a senior, is that they really 
have to rise above any performance level 
they've ever shown,” Tressel said. “When 
you look back at good teams, you see 
teams that have seniors who came out of 
nowhere. ‘Man, | didn’t know he was that 
good.’ That has to be the case with Steve. 

“Instead of being a guy who is very 
good part of the time, Steve has to be 
very good all the time ... We want some- 
one who makes good decisions, doesn’t 
turn the ball over and makes big plays. 

“There is no question in my mind, 
because I've seen it on film and now I've 
seen it live, that Steve Bellisari can make 
big plays. But | have not seen the level of 
decision-making, both on film or live, that 
we need to see. 

“So | guess that’s why | can’t sit here 
and say there is no question he has what 
it takes. He has what it takes. Now he has 
to do what it takes.” Cooper used to say: 
“Steve teases you. He can play great 
when he’s protected and he doesn't try to 
do too much. But when he tries to make 
something happen ...” 

Critics can fill in the blank with a myr- 
iad of overthrown passes and ill-advised 
decisions that have gotten the Buckeyes 
in trouble throughout the two seasons 
Bellisari has started. 

Despite that, he is the offensive player 


BELLISARI HAD SIX TD PASSES AND 
ONLY THREE INTERCEPTIONS IN 
THE TEAM’S 5-0 START. 

PHOTO BY STEVE BEYER 


~ 2001 


Name / Posmion Size HOMETOWN Hic ScHoot / Cousce 
ARDEN, Redgie LB 6-5, 225 Ironton Ironton 

SuperPrep All-American, rated No. | player in Ohio @ Three-time All-State @ As a senior, had 107 
tackles, eight sacks and three interceptions. 


CHATTAMS, Angelo WR 5-11,185 Dayton Chominade-Juliene | 
Ranked No. 1 wide receiver in Ohio by SuperPrep @ Twortime All-State @ League Player of the Year @ 
Had 78 receptions for 1,100 yards and 19 touchdowns as a senior @ As a junior, had 80 receptions | 
and 16 touchdowns. 

| 
COOK, Ryan OL 6-7, 295 Martinsville, IN Martinsville 
SuperPrep rated No. 1 offensive lineman in Indiana @ Ranked No. 5 offensive lineman in Indiana by | 
Midwest Football Recruiting News Indianapolis Stor Super Team @ All-State # Three-year starter. 
FOX, Dustin DB 60, 185 Canton Glen Oak 
SuperPrep All-American @ Two-time All-State @ Three-time Alll-League @ Hod 12 career interceptions | 
@ As a senior tailback, had 1,351 yards rushing and 10 touchdowns Had 2,500 career yards rush- | 
ing and 38 touchdowns. 


FRASER, Simon DL 6-5, 250 Upper Arlington Upper Arlington 
Ranked No. 1 defensive lineman and No. 6 player in Ohio by SuperPrep @ Two-time All-State @ Had 
130 tackles, 30 sacks, six fumbles caused and three fumbles recovered as a senior. 


Name / Posmon Size HOMETOWN HIGH ScHoot / CoLleGe 
NUGENT, Mike PK 5-10, 165 Centerville Centerville 
Second-team All-State @ All-Southwest Ohio @ Made 13 of 17 career field goals attempted @ Made 

| 29 of 29 points after touchdown as a senior Had three passing touchdowns and seven rushing touch: 
downs @ Scored 262 points in four-year career. 

| 

| OLDS, Adam OL 6-5, 270 Dublin Dublin Coffman 

| SuperPrep ranked No. 1 offensive lineman and No. 9 player in Ohio @ All-State # Starting center and 

long snapper since his sophomore season # State qualifier in wrestling. 


| RILEY, JaJa RB 6-2, 188 San Diego, CA Mission Bay 

| Rated No. 2 running back in Far West Region by SuperPrep @ All-State @ Helped team to state cham- 
pionship @ As a senior, had 1,500 yards rushing and 20 touchdowns, averaging 8.5 yards per cary 
@ Had 11 receptions for 150 yards. 


ROSS, lydell RB 0205. Tampa, Gaither 
| All-Stote @ Tampa Sports Club Oulstanding Amateur Athlete of the Year @ Had 2,676 yards rushing 
on 355 carries and 28 touchdowns as a senior # Had 18 receptions for 200 yards, 


SCHNITTKER, Brandon FB 6-1, 255 Sandusky Perkins 
All-State @ Division Co-Defensive Player of the Year # As a senior, had 105 tackles, 13 tackles for loss, 
| three sacks, four fumbles caused, three fumbles recovered and five interceptions, including two returned 


| | for touchdowns @ Had 900 yords rushing, averaging 9.2 yards per carry at fullback. 
GAMBLE, ChrisWR 6-2,180 Sunrise, FL Dillard | | 
SuperPrep rated No. 30 wide receiver nationally and No. 14 player in Florida @ All-State @ As a | 
senior, had 65 receptions for 1,012 yards and 10 touchdowns. | 


THOMAS, Quinton DL 6-5, 255 Fort Lauderdale, FL Dillard 

| All-County team to state championship game @ Had 65 tackles, four sacks, three fumbles 
| P 

| caused and six fumbles recovered as a senior @ As a junior, had 63 tackles and eight sacks @ Member 


GREEN, Marcus DL 6-3, 300 Louisville, KY Male | of basketball team. 
Ranked No. 1 lineman and No. 4 player in Kentucky by SuperPrep @ All-State on offense and second: 
team All-State on defense Helped team to state championship # Will play defense at Ohio State. TYREE, Andree DL 6-3, 280 London London 


| All-Conference @ All-Central District # As a senior, had 24 receptions for 450 yards and two touch: | 


| HAMBY, Ryan TE 6-4, 245 Cincinnati Moeller 
Cincinnati Enquirer All-Star  Second-team All-State @ All-Conference @ As a senior, had 45 recep: 
tions for 700 yards Also played defensive end. 


All-Jayhawk Conference @ Had 37 receptions for 598 yards and 10 touchdowns as a junior college 
| sophomore # Retumed 17 punts for 113 yards @ As a freshman, had 43 receptions for 688 yards and 
five touchdowns. 


HALL, Maurice RB 5-10, 180 Columbus Brookhaven downs @ Had 76 tackles, including 111 tackles for loss, and three interceptions @ Had seven sacks as a | 
Parade All-American @ SuperPrep All-American, rated No. 12 running back nationally All-State # junior and eight sacks as a sophomore. 
Division Offensive Player of the Year # Had 3,057 yards rushing and 51 touchdowns as a senior. | 

| VANCE, Chris WR 6-2, 185 Fort Myers, FL Fort Scott (KS) CC 


AWOOKATHHEBUGKEVES: 


RESULTS INDIVIDUAL STATS SCHEDULE 


(8-4, 5-3) a PASSING: = Sept. 8 Akron 
FE NAME Atr Comp Yarps Pct TD Int | 
ne resno State 10 |Bellisari 310 163 2319 526 13 13 Sept. 15 — San Diego State | 
97, Arizona 17 McMullen 1 5 88 45.5 1 0} | | 
SE RUSHING Sept. 22  atUCLA 
27. Miami (OH) 16 vnpe | Zee 
45 Penn State 6 Combs 175 888 5.1 «80—t—s«CS5 Sept. 29 at Indiana 
: : Wells 136 598 44 31 6 | 
| 23 Wisconsin 7 Bellisari 107 179 #17 ~~ ~=30 1 | | Oct. 6 Northwestern 
17 Minnesota 29 | Westbrooks 43 97 2.3 12 3 | ; ; 
RECEIVING Oct. 13 Wisconsin 
hee les MI Nance No Yass Avo Ie : 
7 Birdos 31 p= rs len SC 5 Oct. 27 at Penn State 
; Sanders 23 270 11.7 29 5} 2 
27 Michigan State 13 Germany 22 366 166 46 1 | Nov. 3 — atMinnesota 
Cacchio 20 300 105 60 1 
24 Illinois 21 | 
DeFENSIVE LEADERS Nov. 10 Purdue 
26 Michigan 38 TAcKLEs: Doss 94; Cooper 80; Clements 68; Wier 66. Nov. 17 Illinois 
Outsack BowL ot eek canes Ane =f cer 2. | 
. | ACKS: Johnson 9; Bailey 8; Bullard 6; Cooper 4, Posies 
7 South Carolina 24 | | Tacktes For Loss: Wilhelm 15; Johnson 15; Doss 13. | | Nov. 24 at Michigan 
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with the longest track record entering the 
2001 season. 

Tailback Jonathan Wells will be a first- 
year starter. 

Fullback Jamar Martin started last sea- 
son, but carried only eight times. 

None of OSU's returning wide 
receivers caught over six passes in 2000. 

Tight end Darnell Sanders also started 
last season, but unless the Buckeyes plan 
a steady diet of tight end reverses, getting 
him the ball will depend on Bellisari read- 
ing coverages and dumping the ball off. 

OSU does have other options at quar- 
terback, but sophomores Craig Krenzel 
and Scott McMullen have only 20 colle- 
giate pass attempts between them and 
have never shown any inclination toward 
unseating Bellisari. 

Lefty Rick McFadden redshirted last 
season, so he has even less experience 
than Krenzel and McMullen. 

“I think it’s helpful to have a guy who 
has been in the fire before, who knows 
what that’s like and can continue to learn 
from his experiences,” new offensive 
coordinator Jim Bollman said. “Experience 
is a hard thing to simulate. You're always 
trying to make practice as similar to a 
game situation as you can, but there is 
still nothing like game snaps.” 

Given that assessment, it sure sounds 
like Tressel’s first season will hinge on 
how well he coaches the enigmatic left- 
hander, whose abilities alternately 


THE BEST AnD 
THE BRIGHTEST 


Most Valuable Player 
SS Mike Doss 


Emerging Star 
LB Matt Wilhelm 
Top Newcomer 
RB Maurice Hall 


enthralled and annoyed Cooper. 

It was Cooper who, flush with excite- 
ment over Bellisari’s scrambling abilities, 
deemed him “exactly what we need” 
when he stepped into the lineup as a 
sophomore. 

Instead, Bellisari’s inconsistencies 
wound up factoring heavily into Cooper's 
firing after OSU flopped to a 3-4 finish 
after starting 5-0 and advancing as high as 
No. 5 in the national polls. 

Bellisari had six TD passes and only 
three interceptions in the team’s 5-0 start, 


but threw 10 interceptions and only 
seven touchdown passes in the 
seven games thereafter. 

Those numbers gave credence to 
critics who suggest Bellisari would be 
better off switching to safety to 
pump up his chances for an NFL 
career and, not coincidentally, give 
someone else a chance to run the 
Buckeyes offense. 

“| laugh at that, just like | have 
before,” Bellisari said. “I’m going to 
keep playing quarterback. I've done 
it for two years. | don’t see why 
| shouldn't do it for another. 

“ ... The bottom line is, I’m going 
to play in the NFL either way. If get 
a shot to play there at safety, then I'll 
play safety. If (OSU) had someone 
better to play quarterback, they 
would play him.” 

There’s no doubt about that, 
since Tressel is under no pressure to 
stay with the status quo. 

Had Cooper made a switch last 
season, or even this season, it would 
have played like a waste of the two 
years OSU spent developing Bellisari 
as a quarterback. 

Tressel is on his honeymoon, 
however, and probably has at least 
one year in which he can fall short of 


\% 


TAILBACK JONATHAN WELLS WILL 
BE A FIRST-YEAR STARTER. 
PHOTO BY JOE ROBBINS 


contending for the Rose Bowl with- 
out incurring too much venom from 
Ohio State loyalists. 

Should he stick with Bellisari — and 
indications pointed strongly that way 
coming out of spring practice — that 
would indeed mean OSU's best chance in 
2001 rests on the left-hander showing 
some of the consistency that has eluded 
him throughout his career. 

The Buckeyes were within a game- 
winning drive of victory last season 
against Minnesota, Purdue, Illinois and 
Michigan, but Bellisari delivered only 
against the Illini. 

“What we first need to find out is, 
“Why?’” Tressel said. 

Bellisari’s turnovers were most often 
the reason. He committed nine in OSU's 
last five games, a habit he tried hard to 
break in the spring. 

“Every once and awhile, there was 
a bad read here or there,” Bellisari said. 
“But for the most part, | got better.” 

Some adjustment was bound to be 
difficult because the offense Tressel and 
Bollman will run includes dramatically dif- 
ferent terminology that all the Buckeyes 
had to learn. 

“It's different,” Bellisari said. “You get 


used to doing something for three years 
and it was always the same. Now there’s 
a lot of stuff going on, so every day we 
went over it again and again. | think that’s 
good. It’s a fresh new start.” 

Those words apply just about every- 
where else on offense, given the losses 
OSU suffered to graduation. 

Tailback Derek Combs and wide 
receivers Reggie Germany, Ken-Yon 
Rambo, Chad Cacchio and Vaness Provitt 
are gone, as are starting guards Mike Gurr 
and Tam Hopkins and right tackle Henry 
Fleming. 

Second-team All-Big Ten center 
LeCharles Bentley will anchor an offensive 
line that benefits from a sixth season of 
eligibility granted Tyson Walter, a three- 
year starter at left tackle who sat out last 
year with a hip infection. 

OSU also gained an additional sea- 
son’s eligibility for former Prop 48 recruit 
Joe Cooper, a co-captain last year and the 
team’s second-leading tackler. 

He and Courtland Bullard give the 
Buckeyes two experienced players on the 
edge to team with second-team all- 
league middle linebacker Matt Wilhelm. 
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Pos. Class Hr. Wr. 


48 John Adoms Fr «GO 210Springhald 

34 Arbor Alen = =s«BsSs«Sa.S«SB8 170 dochsorile, Fl 
"% WillAllen 18% 61 175 Doyen 

54 Tim Anderson NGS 63 289 Ode a 
19 David Andrews GB Fr = 62-210 Bloomingburg 
57 Kye Andkews OL fe S11 235 Middletown 
19. BU.Borre DB So 60 185 Toledo 

8 Steve Belscr CBS 63 220 BocaRaken, FL 
$8 LeChores Bentley CS 62 290 Cewbnd 

7B Bryce Bishop OG S 63 300 Mom; A 

91 Joson Bond Bk = 63. 242 Werkinglon 

1 Bobby Briton D8 fr «510 175 Jocksomvil, FL 
9 Ricky Bryont FL So. «60.175 Farmington Hills, MI 
58 Courland Bullard BS 63 2 Mam A 

87 Joxon Coldwell TE fr 64 20 Nenkr 

82 Drew Carer WR So 64 187 Sokn 

19 Tin Cheatvood TE S& 64 250 Clevebnd 


14 Brandon “Bam” Childress CB fr 58 180 Warrensville Heights 


63 Adrien Clorke OT So 64 325 Shaker Heights 
98 Mike Collins NG Sr 63 290 Newark 

10 Joe Cooper BS 60 225 Columbus 

32 Marco Cooper BS = &) 280 etrot, MI 

24 Curtis Crosby B® So 51) 180 Cobmbs 

96 Beyce Culver Ce oF 64 210 Delowore 

14 Michael DeMaria (BO 59 180 Oregon 

2 Mike Doss Sod S11 197 Conten 

53. Won Dovglos OT So 6 295 University Heighs 
57 Steve Groet B Fr 61 230 Uniontown 

6 Ge Gront B dr 61 220 New Philodelphio 
18 Andy Groom PK ok 61 190 Cohmbus 

88 Ben Hortsock tr 63 250 Chillicothe 

84 John Hollins FL fr ~— 62-180 Huber Heights 
81 Andre Hooks WR Fr 62198 Canton 

23. Josh Huston K) Uh v6) m18S. Pincay 

13 Harlen Jacobs G& fr 60 190 Atlanta, GA 
66 Mike Jocobs CS «61 285 Maumee 

12. Michoel Jenkins SE 64 200 Torpo, Fl 

38 Branden Joe FB Fr 60 245 Westerville 
29° Jesse Kline RB So 1227 Upper Atingion 
61 Jim Kortovich B sk 61 215 Eudid 

16 Croig Krenzel QB So 64 215  Utico, Mi 

70 Scot Kuhnhein OG Jt 64 285  FortThomas, KY 
86 Maurice Lee FL So 59) 170 Cleveland 

44 Chris Leon RB So. 511190 Los Angeles, CA 


37 Jamal Luke WR So 510 175 Columbus 
~§ Sommy Modena «TB «So 60-230 Honton, NY 
39 Jomor Martin FB & 60 245 Cann 
89 Jim Massey OG S& 65 290 Brecksville 
41 Thomos Matthews B® Fr 60 200 Ft louderdole, FL 
64 Josh McDone! OE of 63 210 Ashville 
17 Rick McFadden GB OF 65 210 Struthers 
62 John McLoughlin OG fr 66 290. Foiniew Pork 
15 Scott MeMallen GB So 63 195 Gromille 
11 Richord McNutt @ So 510 178 — PorkForest, il 
62 Jeremy Miller tS So 60 «200 Lewistown 
1 Mark Minnix WR OF 63 190 Columbus 
52. Jomal Muhommod B Fr 511 235 Stone Mountain, GA 
25° Donnie Nickey Sk 63 23 PoinGly 
71 Shane Olivea OT So 64 330 Cedarhurst, NY 
% PotO'Neill i) So 63 230 Cuychoge Folls 
18 Sam Otis GB Fe «= 510-205 Chesterfield, MO 
46 Fred Pogoc B So 6&1 25 Orblin 
97 Kenny Peterson oO Ok 64 265 Conton 
B lorry Petroff DB So. S11. 180 Winter Pork, FL 
44 Robert Reynolds 1B So «63-20 _Bowlng Green, KY 
7 Derek Ross @ k 6&1 197 Rock Hill, SC 
21 BJ, Sander Pp So 63 212 Cincinnati 
89 Domell Sanders TE Jt == 66-265 Warrensville Heights 
26 Andrew Schabo PTE Je = &2 220 Werhingon 
56 Darron Scott 0 & 63 265 Charleston, WV 
9 Raheem Shabazz DB So 60 198 Chattoncogo, TN 
93 Will Smah DE % 63 240 Utica, NY 
50 Michoel Stood OG Jk = = 280 Upper Arlington 
33 Note Steod fee = 510 255 Marion 
3B Ben Steele 1B + 510 200 Monsile 
76 Alex Steponovich G 64 285 Berea 
42 Reb Stover DB ofr «= 60185 Galena 
51 Fred Sturrup oF S 63 291 Phonitation, FL 
95 David Thompson oO 65 280 Paterson, NJ 
48 Jock Tucker 6 ok «—&1 235 Cypress, CA 
5 Ron Tyler a) 59 175 Eudid 
4 Ghyis Vonce So os 62 180 Fort Myers, FL 
77 Tyson Woher OT S 65 300 Bainbridge 
28 Jonathon Wels TS G1 -230—_River Ridge, LA 
64 Kurt Wilheln B fr 61 230 Lorin 
35 Matt Wihelm B sr 64 245 Lorain 
1) Mike Young WR ofr 63 205 — Middletown 
Roster and depth chart subject fo change. 


Wr. HomeTown 


2001 PROJECTED DEPTH CHART 


QB Steve Bellisari, Sr*/Scott McMullen, So 
FB = Jamar Martin, Jr*/Jesse Kline, So 
TB Jonathan Wells, Sr/Maurice Hall, Fr 
WR Chris Vance, Jr/Drew Carter, So 
WR Ricky Bryant, So/Maurice Lee, So 
TE Darnell Sanders, Jr*/Ben Hartsock, So 
iT Adrien Clarke, So*/ Ivan Douglas, So 
IG Alex Stepanovich, So/Scott Kunhein, Sr 
fe, LeCharles Bentley, Sr*/Mike Jacobs, Sr 
RG Jim Massey, Sr/Bryce Bishop, So 
RT Tyson’ Wolter, Sr/Shane Olivea, So 


K Josh Huston, Fr/B.J. Sander, So 


LE Kenny Peterson, Jr/Darrion Scott, So 

OT Mike Collins, Sr*/Fred Stirrup, So _ 

DT _ Tim Anderson, So/David Thompson, Jr 

RE Will Smith, So/Josh McDaniel, Fr 
OLB Courtland Bullord, Sr*/Robert Reynolds, So 
MLB Matt Wilhelm, Jr*/Fred Pagac Jr, So 
| OLB Joe Cooper, Sr*/Cie Grant, Jr cam) 
CB Richard McNutt, So/Harlen Jacobs, Fr | 
CB Derek Ross, Jr/Curtis Crosby 
FS Donnie Nickey, Jr*/Rob Stover, Fr 
SS Michael Doss, Jr*/Will Allen, So 
PBJ. Sander, So*/Josh Huston, Fr 


SPRING UPDATE 


he one thing Ohio State fans 

were certain first-year coach 

Jim Tressel would get rid of lin- 
gered as the Buckeyes concluded spring 
practice, namely the $50,000 lawsuit filed 
by offensive tackle Tyson Walter against 
center LeCharles Bentley. 

Walter filed the suit just prior to 
OSU's loss to South Carolina in the Out- 
back Bowl, alleging Bentley hit him from 
behind during a winter conditioning work- 
out in February, 2000. 

Walter later contracted an infection 
and sat out last season, but is back this 
year after receiving an injury waiver from 
the NCAA for a sixth season of eligibility. 

Tressel sat down with both players 
upon his hiring and discussed the issue, 
but is choosing to live peaceably with 
a situation he is powerless to prevent. 

“Do I wish it weren't going on? Most 
definitely,” Tressel said. “In society, we 
wish those types of things weren't going 
on, but everyone has rights. There is a 
process to handle it. In this particular 
case, I'm not the judge and jury. Som- 
times, I am. But not in this case.” 

Both Bentley and Walter are expected 
to start on the offensive line for the Buck- 
eyes. 

¢ Tressel was judge and jury in the 
case of junior cornerback Derek Ross, 
who was projected as the Buckeyes’ top 
coverage defender. 

Ross was suspended from spring 
practice and ordered to get his academics 
in order after he was arrested for speed- 
ing and sentenced to 30 days in jail for 
driving without a license and giving offi- 
cers a false identity. 

He is expected to return in the fall. 

* Defensive tackle Heath Queen 
(neck) and middle linebacker Jason Ott 
(shoulder) gave up football during the off- 
season and won't play in 2001. Ott was 
a starter in 1999, 

¢ Tim Cheatwood’s one-year tour at 
tight end is over. Cheatwood moved to 
defensive end in the spring and is pro- 
jected as a pass-rush specialist in the fall. 

He came to OSU as a free safety, 
but converted to linebacker in 1999. 

¢ Tressel’s staff has a decidedly 
Youngstown State flavor, which isn’t 
a surprise given that he spent 15 years 
there before coming to OSU. 
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DOSS DOESN’T WANT TO HEAR 
ABOUT LAST YEAR ANY MORE. 
PHOTO BY STEVE BEYER 


Those three and returning safeties 
Mike Doss and Donnie Nickey figure to 
form the foundation for new coordinator 
Mark Dantonio’s defense. 

Defensive tackle Mike Collins is the 
only returning starter up front, but Danto- 
nio saw enough good things from Kenny 
Peterson, Darrion Scott and Will Smith to 
think the Buckeyes can replace the 22 
quarterback sacks they lost when Brent 
Johnson, Rodney Bailey and Ryan Pickett 
departed. 

Dantonio was Michigan State’s sec- 


ondary coach last season, but will have his 


hands full this year finding two corner- 
backs to replace Nate Clements, a first- 


team all-league pick who went pro a year 


early, and David Mitchell, who led OSU 
with five interceptions. 


“| would love to run the same type of 


defense that (former coordinator) Fred 


Pagac ran here in “98,” Dantonio said. “I'd 


like to play press coverage and blitz a lot 


and get after people, but you have to fea- 


Doss Wants To Be Best, Put Past Behind 


he first-team All-Big Ten honors 

and the All-American mention on 

some lists could have occupied the 
forefront of Michael Doss’ mind as he 
remembered the 2000 season over the 
winter, but the Ohio State safety had 
something else to think about. 

For all his success as a first-year 
starter last year, Doss couldn’t shake 
the lingering frustration over being 
beaten deep for the game-winnin 
touchdown pass at Purdue in the bs 
that took OSU out of the Rose Bowl 
race. 

“Once a mistake is made, you 
move on,” Doss said. “I could have 
hung my head because of that one 
play, but I’m a competitor. Definitely, 
that made a lasting impression on me 
... because | had never been beaten on 
the last play to lose a game.” 

Resolved to be better in deep cover- 
age, Doss spent the spring working on 
that aspect of his game and was so 
successful he will ES the Buckeyes’ 
nickel back in pass coverage situations 
this year. 

New OSU defensive coordinator 
Mark Dantonio challenged Doss with 
that assignment and was pleased with 


ture the things your players can do. 
“They had (Antoine) Winfield and 

(Ahmed) Plummer on the corners then. | 

don’t know how good we can be at cor- 


iyi 
i 


ner yet, so we have to do what we can 


that will allow us to be successful.” 


Junior Derek Ross’ suspension from 


the results. 

“Mike Doss is enthusiastic. | think 
he can be one of our leaders,” Danto- 
nio said. “He wants to get up there and 
make the tackle. 

“He has to be more disciplined. 
You have to understand your role as a 
deep defender. 

“What did he do last year? He ran 
down in the box, he blitzed and he 
made plays near the line of scrimmage. 
We'll get him back down there, but 
spring practice is a time to improve 
and that’s what he needs to make the 
most improvement on.” 

Doss doesn’t want to hear about 
last year any more — not because of 
being victimized at Purdue, but 
because his team-high 94 tackles and 
three interceptions no longer serve a 
purpose. 

“Last year is last year,” Doss said. 
“That doesn’t help me this year. The 
only thing last year does for me now is 
pr me something to use to measure 

y. 

“... | want to at least — at least — 
meet the standards | set last year. 
Hopefully, | can be the best safety in 
the country.” 


spring practice for an off-field traffic inci- 
dent hurt, since he was projected to start 
at one corner. Ross will return in the fall 
and should recapture that job, since no 
one emerged from spring practice with 

a firm grip on either corner spot. 

“We're further along on defense, just 
because of our experience,” Tressel said. 
“L really think we have some big-play 
guys over there with Mike Doss, Mike 
Collins and Matt Wilhelm. | think we have 
some guys who can make plays, so I'd be 
disappointed if we're not really good on 
defense. 

“Overall, | don’t have a measuring 
stick yet for how good we can be. In 
some areas we are going to be very, very 
solid. But in other areas, we have to get 
moving ... to be a part of something spe- 
cial. | can tell already that these guys are 
interested in creating a special year, the 
year 2001. Now we've got to go out and 
do the things it takes to do that.” 

— Bruce Hooley 
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C oming off Penn State's worst sea- 
son in the Joe Paterno era and 10 
losses in their last 16 games, the 
Nittany Lions have taken great measures 
to change their course for 2001. 


Paterno hired three assistants from 
outside the Penn State family; they had 


nearly perfect attendance at offseason 
conditioning and weight training; their 
receivers worked diligently to improve 
their pass-catching; and, they sought to 
have more fun. 

The weight of two crises and a 5-7 
season created a somber mood around 
the team for most of the season. 

Freshman cornerback Adam Taliaferro 
suffered a severe spinal cord injury in a 
game at Ohio State, and a New Jersey 
grand jury spent most of October investi- 
gating assault charges against quarterback 
Rashard Casey. Taliaferro made an amaz- 
ing recovery after it was feared that he 
would never walk again, and charges 
eventually were dropped against Casey. 

So, Paterno and the Lions tried to put 
those real-life dramas behind them with a 
more relaxed environment. They sought 
to spend more time off the field in such 
group activities as bowling, tug-of-war, 
softball, paint-ball wars and picnics. 

“We're a lot closer this year,” corner- 
back Bryan Scott said. “We're getting to 
know each other. | think that's what we 
were missing last year, team chemistry. 

“| stopped having fun about the sec- 
ond game. | don't know why. Last year, 
it all went away. We're having a lot more 
fun this year. The team is much closer. 
People are a lot looser.” 

Of course, if the Lions get off to 
another 1-4 start, team chemistry won't 


TAILBACK ERIC MCCOO, WHO CAN 
JOIN D.J. DOZIER AS THE ONLY BACKS 
TO LEAD PENN STATE IN RUSHING 
FOUR CONSECUTIVE SEASONS. 
PHOTO BY TOMASSO DEROSA/TDSI 


boy PENN STATE 


NITTANY LIONS 


mean diddly. If they suffer a second 
straight losing season for the first time 
since 1931-32, they'll have even more 
time to bow! next winter. 

If Penn State wants to be a Big Ten 
contender again, it needs strong perfor- 
mances from its quarterback, wide 


Lions Determined To Avoid Loser Label 


receivers, offensive line and linebackers. 
The offense struggled last year, even with 
the experienced Casey. The Lions finished 
10th in the conference in total offense and 
scored 16 or less in half of the games. 
Now, Paterno is turning over the 
offense to Matt Senneca, a junior who has 
never started a game and who passed the 
ball sparingly in high school. The 6-3, 
228-pound Senneca is more likely to stay 
in the pocket and more likely to be a 
vocal leader than the reticent Casey. 
“There's a lot more responsibility when 
you're the starting quarterback,” Senneca 
said. “Everyone has their eyes on you. 
You're the guy everybody looks up to when 
it's crunch time. In a big game when we 
need a first down, they're looking at you. 
“I'm definitely ready for that.” 
Many in the Nittany Nation, though, 
don't have faith in Senneca because he 
averaged less than 10 passes a game at 


NITTANY LIONS 


| 2000: 5-7 Overall; 4-4 Big Ten (T-Sth) 
| COACH: Joe Paterno — At Penn State and 


Overall: 322-90-3, 35 years 


| RETURNING STARTERS: | 2; 5 Offense, 


6 Defense, Punter 


| PLAYERS TO WATCH: TB Eric McCoo, 


WR Eddie Drummond, TE John Gilmore, 
OT Gus Felder, LB Snamar Finney, 
DT Jimmy Kennedy, CB Bryan Scott, 
DE Michael Haynes 
PRIMARY STRENGTHS: McCoo leads a 
} deep and experienced backfield, and Drum- 
mond should rebound after a knee injury 


Central Catholic High Schoo! in Allen- 
town, Pa., because he was named to the 
All-State team as a defensive back, and 
because he sometimes looked unsteady in 
the pocket last year. 

His teammates, however, say he is 
a confident, bright leader who has above- 


average arm strength. 

“He's a very good quarterback,” tight 
end John Gilmore said. “He just hasn't had 
an opportunity to play. The only people 
who know what he can do are the players 
and coaches. | think he’s going to surprise 
a lot of people.” 

Last year, Senneca completed 20 of 
46 passes for 200 yards and one touch- 
down with one interception. His finest 
moment came when he threw a 50-yard 
touchdown pass to Bryant Johnson in the 
fourth quarter of Penn State's 33-11 loss at 
Michigan. But he went five straight games 
in the middle of the season without taking 
a snap at quarterback. 

“I think Matt is going to be a fine 
quarterback,” Paterno said. “I have felt 
that all along. | should have played him a 
little bit more in certain situations. | think 
he is ready to go.” 


slowed him last season. The defensive line 
has the potential to be very effective. 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: The offense 


could struggle because of inexperience at 
quarterback and uncertainty on the line. 
The linebackers need to improve their 
tackling and speed, and the secondary 
will have three new starters. 


OVERVIEW: Unless they get significant 


contributions from several younger play- 
ers, the Lions could be in danger of suffer- 
ing back-to-back losing seasons for the 
first time since 1931-32. 
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Name / Posiion HOMETOWN 


CHISLEY, Lavon LB 6-5, 220 Waldorf, MD Westlake 
Originally committed to Maryland @ Also plays receiver @ Plays power forward for the basketball team # 
Runs 4.6 in the 40-yard dash. 


GANTER, Chris QB 6-2, 200 State College State College 
Won't enroll as fulltime student until January # PrepStar All-East Region @ All-State quarterback # Two- 
year starter @ Runs 4,7 in the 40-yard dash. 


GARCIA, Dethrell DE 6-3, 235 Harrisburg Bishop McDevitt 
Prep Football Report All-American # Rated in Top 25 defensive ends nationally by PrepStar # As a senior, 
had eight sacks @ Also played defensive tackle @ Runs 4.6 in the 40-yard dash, 


GUMAN, Andrew ATH 6-3, 200 Allentown Central Catholic 
Likely to play outside linebacker Runs 4.6 in the 40-yard dash. 
HARRELL, Chris WR 6-2, 220 Euclid, OH Euclid 


All-State As a senior, had 33 receptions for 650 yards and 12 touchdowns # Had seven interceptions @ 
Runs 4.5 in the 40-yard dash, 


MCHUGH, Tom OL 6-4, 280 Drexel Hill Monsignor Bonner 
Good size OL with nice upside. 

PALMER, Kinta WR 6-4, 180 Moncks Corner, SC Berkeley 

Had 40 receptions as a junior and 15 receptions as a senior # Runs 4.6 in the 40-yard dash. 
PAXSON, Scoit TE 6-4, 225 Philadelphia Roman Catholic 


PrepStar All-American, ranked among top four tight ends in East Region # Could play defensive end at Penn 
State @ Runs 4,7 in the 40-yard dash. 


PHILLIPS, Anwor WR 6-1, 180 Germantown, MD Northwest 

All-State @ Had 46 receptions for 1,000 yards and 13 touchdowns as a senior # Had 10 interceptions, 
including four returned for touchdowns @ Runs 4.5 in the 40-yard dash. 

PHILLIPS, Terrance WR 6-1, 185 


Sharon Sharon 


touchdowns # Had 75 tackles and five interceptions as a defensive back @ Runs 4.4 in the 40-yard dash. 
REED, Tyler DT 6-6, 305 Pittsburgh Thomas Jefferson 


USA Today All-American # SuperPrep All-Eastern Region offensive lineman # Prep Football Report All- 
American Two-time All-State. 


RICE, Matthew DE 6-5, 240 Greenbelt, MD Eleanor Roosevelt 
SuperPrep All-Atlantic Region @ Helped team to state championship as a junior Also played offensive 
tackle @ Runs 4.56 in the 40-yard dash. 


SuperPrep All-Eastem Region @ All-State @ As a senior, had 31 receptions for 611 yards and eight 


Hick ScHoot / CouEGe | 


Name / Postion Size HOMETOWN Hicu Scoot / Couece 


RICHARDSON, Andy TE 6-6, 240 Pitsburgh North Hill | 
SuperPrep All-Easter Region @ As a junior, had 26 receptions for 510 yards and five touchdowns @ Runs | 
| 4.8 in the 40-yard dash. 


ROBINSON, Michael QB 6-3, 210 Richmond, VA Varina 

SuperPrep All-American, rated No. 29 player nationally # Four-year starter As a senior, had 820 yards 
passing and 800 yards rushing @ Had 2,409 career passing yards and 3,046 career rushing yards # Had 
21) career tackles, 18 interceptions ond eight fumbles recovered as a defensive back @ Could play defen- 
sive back at Penn State @ Runs 4.4 in the 40-yard dash. 


| RUSH, Charles DT 6-3, 280 Erie Cathedral Prep School 

| Parade All-American # USA Today second-team All-American # PrepStar Dream Team # Pennsylvania Big 
School Player of the Year @ Had 18 tackles in the Class AAAA state championship game @ Runs 4.9 in the 

| 40-yard dash. 


| SCHMIDT, ivan WR 6-1, 160 Wilmington, DE Brandywine 
| Will spend this fall at prep school working to improve his grades # One of the nation's top prep high 
jumpers with a 6'-11 1/2" leap @ Runs 4.6 in the 40-yard dash. 


| SMITH, EZ. OL/DL 6-3, 280 Concord, NC Concord 
PrepStar Dream Team @ Prep Football Report All-American @ As a senior, graded 90 percent on blocking 
assignments @ Didn't allow a sack Had 100 tackles in final two seasons. 


SMOLKO, |sooc TE 65, 230 New Middlelown,OH  _Springfeld 
PrepStar All-American @ Caught 32 passes for 450 yards as a junior # Four-year two-way starer at fight 
end and defensive end @ Runs 4.7 in the 40-yard dash. 


STEWART, laMor LB 61, 225 Reading Reading 

PrepStar All-Eastern Region @ Rated among Top 100 players nationally by some publications @ All-State 
running back @ Also played defensive back @ Expected to play outside linebacker at Penn State # Runs 4.6 
in the 40-yard dash. 


TERRELL, Ernest WR 6-3, 182 Norristown Norristown 
Averaged 18 yards per reception during final two seasons # PIAA 200- and 400-meter champion @ Runs 
4.2 in the 40-yard dash. 


VENDEMIA, Gio WR 60,175 Greenville Greenville 

Runs 4.5 in the 40-yard dash, 

| WILSON, John OL 68,315 Daytona Beach, FL Mainlond 

| PrepStar Dream Team @ Prep Football Report All-American All-State. 

| ZEMAITIS, Allen ATH 6-2, 200 NY Spencerport Central 


Spencerport, 
| Tore ACL as a junior @ Likely to play safety @ Runs 4.3 in the 40-yard dash. 


RESULTS 


(5-7, 4-4) PASSING . 1 Miami (FL) 
z : At Comp Yarps Pcr TD Int 
Southern California 29 Casey 309-163-2001 :528 14 8 Sept. 13 at Virginia 
Senneca 56 20 200 43.5 1 ] 
Toledo 24 ‘ : 
RUSHING Sept. 22. Wisconsin 
67 __ Louisiana Tech 7 omy GSAS D 
Pittsburah 12. | | McCoo 140 Aw oy aS Sept. 29 atlowa 
g Johnson 75 358 4.8 58 3 a — 
Olio Sinise AS Casey 112 cS a Oct. 6 Michigan 
Easy 44 176 4.0 18 0 | | 
22 ~~ Purdue 20 Oct. 20 — at Northwestern 
= RECEIVING 
16 Minnesota 25 No Yaros__AvG . 
; Stewart 3845119 Oct. 27 Ohio State 
39 Illinois 25 Drummond 29 365 pal26" 0 150) 00 Missa 
McCoo 26 7h eae | Nov. 3 — Southern Mississippi 
27 Indiana 24 Watson 16 275) Tily-2h 40 | 
= Nov. 10  atillinois 
59: Nites 2% DEFENSIVE LEADERS | 
iE Tacktes: Boyd 109; Kurpeikis 76; Pettigrew 58; Finney 55. ll 'Novaatz Indiana 
nN Michigan 33 INTERCEPTIONS: Boyd 3; Finney 3; Jue 3; Kurpeikis 2. as = 
f sb QB Sacks: Kurpeikis 6; Kennedy 6; Haynes 6; Toles 3. Pm 
42 Michigan State 23 Tackina Boeitoee Wiialin 10, Kernel Us ieee Nov. 24 — at Michigan State 
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THE LINEBACKERS PLAYED POORLY AS A GROUP UNTIL 
SHAMAR FINNEY MOVED INSIDE FROM THE OUTSIDE. 
PHOTO BY TOMASSO DEROSA/TDSI 


If Senneca stumbles, Paterno might go to one of two redshirt 
freshmen, left-hander Zack Mills or right-hander Zac Wasserman. 
The 6-2, 205-pound Mills played at Urbana High in ljamsville, 
Md., and led his team to back-to-back state championships. The 
6-3, 200-pound Wasserman played at Westlake High in Tarzana, 
Calif., and led his team to a state title in his senior year. 

“Both of them look pretty good,” Gilmore said. “They have 
the tools. Matt is a little better recognizing coverages. But those 
two can perform.” 

So can tailback Eric McCoo, who can join D.J. Dozier as the 


only backs to lead Penn State in rushing four consecutive seasons. 


McCoo is a powerful runner and a dependable receiver who has 
scored 18 touchdowns in his career. 
But McCoo's rushing yardage has dropped from 822 as a fresh- 


man to 739 as a sophomore and 692 as a junior. McCoo is not alone. 


Once considered a staple, Penn State's overall rushing game 


has been in steady decline since the Lions’ perfect season in 1994, 


falling from 249 to 142.3 last season. Last year, the Lions netted 


six rushing yards in a loss to USC in the Kickoff Classic, the worst 
rushing performance in Paterno's 35 seasons as head coach. 

Paterno and his players blame the weak running game on 
instability on the offensive line. Two years ago, Penn State used 
eight combinations in 13 games because of injuries and poor con- 
ditioning. Last year, the Lions again used eight combinations in 
12 games and finished 10th in the Big Ten in rushing. 

“We've been hit hard the last couple years,” said Matt 
Schmitt, who moves from center to tackle. “With the offensive 
line, you have to be able to form a trust and a cohesion.” 

Gus Felder, a senior, will move from guard and start at tackle 
with Schmitt. Joe lorio, who arrived at Penn State two years ago 
as a walkon and started five games as a freshman, will be the 
center after a bout with mononucleosis sidelined him the first half 
of last season. Joe Hartings and Tyler Lenda led Greg Ransom and 
Scott Davis in the battles at guard going into preseason camp. 

If the line finds continuity, it could open room for McCoo, 
Larry Johnson, Jr., and Omar Easy, three tailbacks each capable of 
carrying the ball 20 to 25 times a game. R.J. Luke (6-3, 236), who 
sat out last season as a redshirt, and Paul Jefferson (6-1, 267) give 
the Lions enormous size at fullback. 

The wide receivers also have much to prove. Eddie Drum- 
mond, who was expected to enjoy a big year, sprained his knee 
on the first series of the season and missed almost three games, 
finishing the year with just 29 catches and no touchdowns. 

Drummond wasn't alone. Sam Crenshaw, Bryant Johnson and 
Rod Perry all had trouble holding onto the ball. Crenshaw moved 
to defense, but Drummond, Johnson, Perry and Tony Johnson did 
pushups whenever they missed passes in practice in the spring. 
They also have received an injection of energy from new position 
coach Kenny Carter, who was at Pittsburgh last year. 

“I can't wait to see those guys perform,” Gilmore said. “They 
have the attitude that they're going to make a difference.” 

Tony Stewart, who started at tight end the last two seasons, 
is gone, leaving the job to Gilmore, who caught 22 passes as a 
sophomore in 1999, Last year, he suffered a back injury that kept 
him out of three September games, all losses. 

The defense performed better than the offense, ranking fourth in 
the Big Ten in yards allowed and producing 24 turnovers. But the 
Lions still allowed nine teams to score at least 23 points and allowed 
seven backs to rush for 100 yards or more. 

The linebackers played poorly as a group until Shamar Finney 
moved inside from the outside, Aaron Gatten rejoined the lineup 
and Deryck Toles 
became a starter. 

After spring prac- 
tice, it appeared that 
Finney would start the 
season in the middle. 
Ron Graham, who was 
one of Penn State's 
most coveted recruits 
four years ago, has 
battled weight and 
academic concerns 
throughout his career. 
He started in the mid- 
dle last season, looked slow and had to be replaced. He 
missed spring practice because of academic reasons. 

After the spring, sophomores Gino Capone and Derek Wake 
appeared to be the favorites to start on the outside. Toles, who 
suffers from a rare enzyme deficiency, missed most of spring 


THE BEST AND 
THE BRIGHTEST 


Most Valuable Player 


DT Jimmy Kennedy 
Emerging Star 
CB Bruce Branch 

Top Newcomer 
DT Charles Rush 


2001 


Linpy’s FOOTBALL ANNUALS 167 


PENN STAT: 


NITTANY LIONS SPRING ROSTER 


FL Bryant Johnson, Jr/Tony Johnson, So 


: Pos. Ciass Hr. Wr. HOMETOWN No. NAME Pos. Ciass Hr. Wr. HOMETOWN 
98 Anthony Adoms OT ok 60 292 Dehoit, W 95 Dovid Kimball K So -&2_‘188-_ShaeColege 
"35 DowBenfoti = BSN 220 Green Pond, NJ 8B MonKroncick «WR «So 66 2A Corse 
42. Mick Blosser S60 237 Harrisburg 48 Ben Logo DBS 60 195 hlion 

1 Bruce Bronch CB St 511190 Richmond, VA 50. Tyler tenda Gk 63 278 Compt 
87 hnBromon = sLSiséRRSOCGS)H.Ke WA 33 Mike Lukoc BS 62 2) Cony 
47 Gino Copone BS 61 236 Ald 6 Ru. luke ok «663. 236 Avrora, 

48 TC. Cosby ‘8 Fr 60 219 Bohimore, MD 70 Nick Mormo T f 65 287 NewCosle 
6) DaveCostow G So 62 267 lomdale 23 Shown Mayer Sr 60 202 Hlbborough, NI 
10 Som Crenshaw WR/DB S 62215 Youngstown, OH 8 Bric McCoo TS 510 209 Red Bonk, NJ 
53 Jeson Crosby DE fr 60 20 Venlo 82 Seon McHugh TE So 65257 Chargnfals, OH | 
30. Bric Dore DB So 59 185. Sete College 77 Chris MeKehy T So 63 325 lawdde 
86 Jerenich Devs DL fr 64 251 Alexondiio, VA 28 James Millon DB or «510. 193 Wome, NI 
54 Scot Davis OL Fr 62 282 _Parkenburg, WY 7 Lock Mill QF 62 193 fomwvile, MD 
84 Stove Delich WR dr 61 190 Loveland, CO 38 Jini Michel Do 62 25 Beer 
27 Horace Dodd S $0 6&1 213 Homden,CT “61 Jonathan Nobavi OL So 510 245 Ske Colege 
3% Mike Drenning WR fr 59 178 Stile Colege 12 Jesse Neumeyer (Bf 60 213 Mechontcsburg 
20 EddieDrmmond WR Sr «59 (185 Pitsburgh 78 ErkNoll OL fr 64 303 Gaitherburg, MD 
66 BJ. Erongelsta O Fr 62 268 Delmont 18 Rod Pery WR Sr 510 185 SonDiego, CA 
99 TimFols OT ok 63 272 Demacus,ND 29 Ryon Pinney 1B © 510 211 ‘Frederick MD 
72 Gus Felder GN S 65 316 Philodephia 55 Greg Ransom G S 62 287 Swcholn,NI 
21 Shomex Finney OB S 62 237 Sheby,NC 59 Eric Rickenboch Ck 65 288 Blockwood, NI 
25 Rich Gardner DB S511 184 Chicago, il 69 Jason Robinson DL Fr «= 3-263 Woodbury, NJ 
26 Mike Gasporato WR Fr 5-11 -203—s mo, SC 14 David Royer Pp Jr 63 205 Centre Holl 
92 TJ. Gholston OE ost 63 280 — Cincinnati, OH 65 Som Ruhe DE So 65 257 Axrora, OH 
85. John Gilmore TS 64 258 Westlawn 18 Andy Ryland 1B So 1228. Ste College 
22 Pele Gimore fr «510-206 Weston $4 Matt Schmit Ck 66k 290) Abson Pork 
31 Terrence Glover FR So S11 239 Trenton, NJ 32 Bryan Scot CB dk © 62-215 Warrington 

3 Ron Grohom WB & 62 255. Pimburgh 83. Ryon Scot WR fr 62 192 Renkn, WA 
71 oeHorings == G_—s Sr 265— St Henry, OH 4 Matt Senneca 8 & 63 28 Allniown 
81 Michoe! Hoynes DE ok © 63 263 Columbus, NI 80 Scat Shirley WR So 510 190 Enola 
28 Ek Hot Bok 62 218 Amold, MD 19 Gerold Smith DBF 510 177 Elo Ciy, MD 
33. Mott Huet WK of 62 183. Heights 56 Geoff Siyker OS 1 295 Virginio Beoch, VA 
45 Tom Humpheey CB & 58 182 SanDiego, CA 81 Jason Stryker WR Fr 61 199 Stele College 
63 Joo lorio Gk 63 300 Syonio,OH 2. Deryck Toles § So 60 0B WorrenOH 
39 Poul Jellerson RS 6) 267 Wikestore = dds RidyUpn=—=sS«*BSC«CSS«GD) 208 _—delleron City, IN_ 
49 Dave lens DE ok 6) 225. Milervile “60 TyerVoloccki = ODTS:~S Gk WestChastor 
24 Bryontlohnion = WR G:2208_—Bohimore, MD 94 Derek Woke OB So 63 233 Belwile, ND 
5 ly Johnson Tt 62 214 Sete Colege 9 TocWosermon GB fr 63 00 Torzona,CA 
“$1 TimJehason IBF «63. 226 Herding Tship, NI 93 CoseyWiloms TE So 51) 239 Aleniown 
11 Tonyohnion ss WR SSN). 198 Skte Colege 4) Tom Wilms B® 6) 20 Alem 
96 Bob Jones DE 65 256 Wedsworh, OH 15 Yoocov Yisroel So 511 198 Polotne 
76 Domoneones 1 +~=—«So.s 312 Pdi 
73 fenmy Kennedy OT ok 65 300 Yorkers, NY Reser and deph chart subject o change. 

ee | 
2001 PROJECTED DEPTH CHART 
QB Matt Senneca, Jr/Zack Mills, Fr Bob Jones, Sr*/Sam Ruhe, So 
“TB Eric McCoo, Sr*/ Larry Johnson, Jr iT Anthony Adams, Jr*/Tim Falls, Jr 
FB RJ. Luke, Jr/Paul Jefferson, So RT —_ Jimmy Kennedy, Jr*/ Tyler Valoczki, Ir 


RE Michael Haynes, Jr/John Bronson, Fr 


‘SE Eddie Drummond, Sr*/Matt Kranchick, So OLB Gino Capone, So/T.C. Cosby, So 
TE John Gilmore, Sr/Sean McHugh, So MLB Shamar Finney, Sr*/Ron Graham, Sr oe 
LT Gus Felder, Sr*/Chris McKelvy, So OLB Deryck Toles, So*/Derek Wake, So | 
LG Greg Ransom, Sr/Scott Davis, Fr LCB Bryan Scott, Jr*/Scott Sanden,So. CS” 
Cc Joe lorio, Je*/Eric Rickenbach, Jr RCB Bruce Branch, Sr/Rich Gardner, So 
RG Joe Hartings, Sr*/Tyler Lenda, Jr , FS Yaacov Yisrael, So/' ‘Shawn Mayer, Jr | 
RT Matt Schmitt, Jr/Nick Marmo, So ay $s Horace Dodd, So/Sam Crenshaw, Sr 
~K David Kimball, So/Mike Savage, So P David Royer, Jr*/Jesse Neumyer, Fr = 


SPRING UPDATE 


ailback Eric McCoo, who has 

led Penn State in rushing the 

last three seasons, joined three 
other front-line players sitting out the 
Blue-White Game and most of spring 
practice because of academic problems. 

Wide receiver Eddie Drummond, 
linebacker Ron Graham and defensive 
end T.J. Gholston also were in coach 
Joe Paterno’s doghouse. 

“The ball’s in their court,” Paterno 
said. “I’ve given them a chance. They 
got careless, cutting a class here and 
doing something else there.” 

McCoo has rushed for 2,253 yards 
and 12 touchdowns and has caught 54 
passes for 572 yards and six touchdowns 
in his career. Yet Paterno hinted that 
he’s considering redshirting McCoo in 
the fall and going with junior Larry John- 
son, dr., and senior Omar Easy at tail- 
back. 

“Depending on how he does acade- 
mically ...,” Paterno said cryptically. 

Drummond has caught 65 passes for 
1,029 yards and five touchdowns in his 
career, but he struggled last year after 
spraining his knee against USC. Graham 
has battled academic and weight prob- 
lems his entire career. 

Wide receiver Bryant Johnson and 
defensive end Michael Haynes were 
named the most improved players of 
Penn State’s spring practice. 

Johnson, a junior who caught four 
passes for 85 yards and one touchdown 
last season, received the Red Worrell 
Award, which goes to the most improved 
offensive player. Haynes, a junior who 
tied for the team lead with six sacks last 
season, received the Jim O’Hora Award, 
as the most improved defensive player. 

Linebacker Shamar Finney and 
offensive tackle Matt Schmitt received 
the Frank Patrick Total Commitment 
Award. 

Bryan Scott and Deryck Toles, who 
finished last season as starters, were 
among six front-line players who missed 
the Blue-White Game because of injuries. 

The other players who sat out 
because of injuries were safety Jimi 
Mitchell (back); guard Greg Ransom 
(foot); defensive tackle Tim Falls (knee); 
and safety Shawn Mayer (knee). All were 
expected to be ready for preseason 
camp. 
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JIMMY KENNEDY HELPED THE LIONS RANK 
FOURTH IN THE BIG TEN IN TOTAL DEFENSE 
A YEAR AFTER LOSING NINE STARTERS. 
PHOTO BY TOMASSO DEROSA/TDS! 


practice and may move to safety. Also, 
the linebackers might get a lift from the 
hiring of former Maryland head coach Ron 
Vanderlinden as their new coach. 

For the first time in at least a decade, 
the strength of the Penn State defense will 
be its front four. Jimmy Kennedy and 
Anthony Adams, two active junior tackles, 
might remind longtime Lions fans of great 
twosomes of the past — Mike Reid and 
Steve Smear from the late 1960s and 
Bruce Clark and Matt Millen from the late 
1970s. The 6-5, 330-pound Kennedy tied 
for the team lead with six sacks last year. 

Michael Haynes, who also had six 
sacks as a reserve, will take over for 
All-Big Ten end Justin Kurpeikis, and Bob 
Jones, who struggled trying to replace 
Courtney Brown, is back at the other end. 

The secondary lost All-Big Ten safety 
James Boyd, who led the Lions in tackles, 
strong safety Titcus Pettigrew and comerback 
Bhawoh Jue, who led Penn State in pass 
breakups. Scott retums as the only starter 
and likely will be joined by Bruce Branch at 
the other comer, Yaacov Yisrael at free safety 
and Horace Dodd at strong safety. 


Kennedy Wants Wins, Not Trophies 


Big Ten Defensive Player of the 
Year award and to be named to 
an All-American team. 

But there’s one trophy Kennedy 
prefers not to receive — the Jim 
O’Hora Award, which goes to the Nit- 
ey bers most apreet defensive 

ayer during spring workouts. 
4 val a es ae ” he said. “If | 
knew there was an award like that, | 
should have acted like | couldn’t play. | 
would have let people pancake me.” 

Kennedy has been the one eating 
offensive linemen for lunch. After estab- 
lishing himself as an impact player last 
season, the junior enters his third sea- 
son as a starting defensive tackle. 

“| think we're really going to be 
special,” he said. “I can’t wait to get 
going. It’s a great feeling.” 

When the 6-5 Kennedy first arrived 
at Penn State in August, 1998 he 
weighed 420 pounds. He gained 
almost 90 pounds in less than a year 
on a diet of steaks and multivitamins 
because he wasn’t sure he was big 
enough to play for the Lions. 


| immy Kennedy wants to win the 


Last season, Penn State picked off 17 
passes, but it allowed 16 touchdown passes 
and almost 210 passing yards a game. 

“The secondary is always a critical 


F THEY SUFFER A 
} SECOND STRAIGHT 
| LOSING SEASON 


FOR THE FIRST TIME SINCE 
1931-32, THEY'LL HAVE 
EVEN MORE TIME TO BOWL 
NEXT WINTER. 


spot,” Paterno said. “I think we have some 
people with experience. Everything is criti- 
cal. We have to be better everywhere.” 
That includes the special teams, which 
have been traditionally strong at Penn 
State. Last year, Ryan Primanti and David 
Kimball combined to make only 14 of 23 
field goals, and Primanti missed three 
extra points. David Royer also struggled 
as the punter, averaging just 38.9 yards 


But by preseason camp in 1999, 
he had dropped the 90 pounds and 
opened the season around 330. He fin- 
ished the year strongly, starting six of 
Penn State’s final seven games. 

Last season, he made an impact, 
tying for the team lead in sacks, inter- 
cepting a pass and recovering a fum- 
ble. He helped the Lions rank fourth in 
the Big Ten in total defense a year after 
losing nine starters. 

“Everyone thought we were going 
to be terrible defensively,” Kennedy 
said. “But we were solid on defense. 
| think we're going to approach this 
season the same way. We have a lot of 
confidence in each other.” 

One of six returning starters on 
defense, Kennedy has plans to erase the 
memory of the Lions’ 5-7 season in 2000. 

“We want people to know that 
we’re still Penn State,” he said. “We 
have a lot of pride and emotion. Last 
year we lost that Penn State swagger.” 

“| don’t know too many teams that 
go 5-7 one year and win the national 
championship the next year. That's 
our outlook.” 


per kick. Kimball and Royer seem assured 
of doing the kicking and punting. 

The Lions also endured some miser- 
able punt returning, averaging just 4.4 
yards to rank near the bottom of the Big 
Ten. Branch, who shares the school record 
with three punt returns for touchdowns, 
was limited to five returns because of nag- 
ging injuries and should resume his return 
duties this year. Larry Johnson, who aver- 
aged a very strong 24.7 yards, again will 
return kickoffs, perhaps alongside his 
younger brother Tony. 

The Johnsons are among three sets of 
brothers on the team, which only seems 
fitting as Paterno tries to re-establish fam- 
ily ties among his players and coaches. 

“The whole relaxed atmosphere is tied 
into the fact that we want to come 
together as a team,” Gilmore said. “I'm 
seeing closer relationships between the 
players and the coaches. It's not a dictator- 
ship. We're getting to know them better. 

“Last year, everyone liked their own 
cliques. Now it's on us. We have to come 
together and pull together.” 

— Rich Scarcella 
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PURDUE 


BOILERM 


| may sound kind of strange, but the 


games last season. “A lot of people will 
be looking to see who the next quarter- 
back is to follow Drew Brees. I'm not 
going to put any added pressure on 
myself. 

“I’m just looking at it as a great 
opportunity. That was one of the main 


Purdue football program under fifth- 
year coach Joe Tiller has arrived at a 
crossroads in 2001. 
Crossroads? For a program that has 
been to four consecutive bow! games? For 
a program that has played on New Year's 


Boilermakers Ask: Is There 


Day the past two seasons? For a program 
that last season claimed a share of the Big 
Ten Conference championship and made 
it to the Rose Bowl for the first time since 
1967? 

Yes, because this is the year the pro- 
gram has to prove that there is life A.D. 

After Drew. 

Tiller’s arrival brought about the end 
of 12 consecutive losing seasons at Pur- 
due, and the Boilermakers were 24-13 the 
past three years with Drew Brees at quar- 
terback, and they took up permanent resi- 
dence in the Top 25. 

But this year Tiller and the Boilermak- 
ers will be trying to show they can win 
without the two-time Heisman Trophy 
finalist, the 2000 Maxwell Award winner 
as the nation’s outstanding player and the 
Big Ten’s all-time leading passer behind 
center. 

Replacing a player of Brees’ ability, 
while continuing their winning ways, 
won't be easy. Replacing him with an 
inexperienced freshman makes the task 
even tougher. 

Brandon Hance, a redshirt freshman 
with very limited game experience, is 
Brees’ heir apparent. His main competi- 
tion, highly-regarded recruit Kyle Orton, 
is a true freshman and won't begin offi- 
cially practicing with the Boilermakers 
until August. 

“I'm definitely stepping into a role 
where all eyes will be on me,” said Hance, 
who played briefly in Purdue's first two 


reasons why | decided to come to Purdue. 
One, to learn behind Drew and, two, to 
follow him.” 

In fact, Hance graduated early from 
Taft High School in Woodland Hills, Calif. 
so he could enroll at Purdue in January, 
2000. He now has the benefit of partici- 
pating in two spring practices with the 
Boilermakers, but his collegiate game 
resume includes just nine passes (five 
completions for 40 yards and a touch- 
down) and seven rushes (for 37 yards) 
against Central Michigan and Kent State. 

But the Boilermakers, led by Tiller, 
are confident that Hance can do the job. 

“He’s a talented player who we are 
anxious to see play,” Tiller said. “He's 
done a lot of very positive things on the 
practice field. We think most of the ques- 
tions about him have been answered from 
a practice standpoint. What we don’t 
know, of course, is how he’s going to 


®O00; 8-4 overall; 6-2 Big Ten (T-Ist) 
COACH: Joe Tiller — At Purdue: 33-16, 

4 years; Overall: 72-46-1, 10 years 
RETURNING STARTERS: 17; 5 offense, 


10 defense, kicker, punter 


| PLAYERS TO WATCH; OB Brandon 
Hance, WR John Standeford, TE Tim Strat- 


ton, DE Akin Ayodele, DT Matt Mitrione, 
LB Joe Odom, CB Ashante Woodyard, 
| _ FS Stu Schweigert 
PRIMARY STRENGTH: Ten returning 


RUNNING BACK MONTRELL LOWE, 

A TWO-YEAR STARTER WHO HAS RUSHED 
FOR 1,839 CAREER YARDS, INCLUDING 
998 LAST SEASON 
PHOTO BY JOHN WILUAMSON 


Life A.D.? 


handle game management and the lead- 
ership that has to be exhibited from a guy 
in his position. 

“For now, Brandon Hance has been 
everything we expected him to be. He's a 
talented player. He’s a smart player. He 
has picked up the offense. He shows a lot 


of signs of being a good football player in 
the future.” 

To help that future arrive sooner rather 
than later, the coaching staff has tweaked 
their famed spread, passing offense. 
They've installed some new plays to take 
advantage of Hance’s quickness afoot and 
ability to throw on the run. 

Look for a lot of bootlegs and possibly 
even some option from the Boilermakers 
this season. 

“I'm glad to see that we're kind of 
switching it around a little bit,” Hance 
said. “I think we'll still be a big-time threat 
through the air, but I think it’s important 
that an offense utilizes the talent it has, 
getting me out running the ball.” 

Besides replacing Brees at quarter- 
back, the other main concern is finding 
replacements for four regulars, three of 
whom were at least three-year starters, 


starters from a unit that was third in the 
Big Ten in total defense. 

POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: Replacing 
OB Drew Brees with a redshirt freshman, 
Brandon Hance, and replacing four 
starters in the offensive line. 

OWERWIEW: Even without Brees, the Pur- 
due offense will be tough to stop. The 
Boilermakers could challenge for another 
title. If the defense can carry the load early 
until the offense gels. 
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Name / Posion HOMETOWN HiGH ScHoot / CoueGE 


BENTON, Reggie RB 6-1, 210 Grand Blanc, MI Grand Blane KNOLLMAN, Mai OL 6-4, 250 West Chester, OH tokota West 
Detroit Free Press Dream Team @ All-State @ As a senior, had 1,995 yards rushing on 227 carries and 29 Ranked No. 60 player in Midwest Region by SyperPrep @ Two-time All-Conference # Three-time All-Academic. 
touchdowns @ Had three receptions for 36 yards @ Had 5,035 career rushing yards and 63 touchdowns # 
Hod 17 coreer receptions with three returned for touchdowns # Had 70 career touchdowns. LEIMBERGER, Jason L8 6-2, 205 West Chester, OH Lakota West 
Rivals 100.com rated No. 94 linebacker nationally @ Ranked No, 78 player in Midwest Region by SuperPrep # 
BRYANT, LaDrelle |B 6-2, 215 Muncie Southside Three-year starter @ As a senior, had 76 tackles, including 11 for loss, three sacks and three recovered 
Twortime All-Conference @ Three-year starter @ Had 120 tackles, including 40 for loss, and 10 sacks as a | @ Team coptcin, 
senior @ Played fullback and averaged five yords per carry. | 
NOEL, Kevin WR 63, 185 Naperville, Il Naperville Central 
DAVIS, Charles TE 6-6, 265 Orchard Lake, MI St. Mary's Ranked No. 11 wide receiver nationally by Rivals100.com @ SuperPrep rated No. 14 wide receiver nationally | 
| SuperPrep rated No. 62 player in Midwest Region # Ranked No. 55 tight end nationally by Rivals 100.com # @ All-State @ Hod 39 receptions for 632 yards and five touchdowns as a senior # Runs 4.45 in the 40-yard 
| As a junior, had 23 receptions for 317 yards and three touchdowns # Hod 129 tackles, including 12 for loss, dash @ Two-time All-State in track. 
and eight sacks # Averaged 21 points and seven rebounds per game for the basketball team. } 
| ORTON, Kyle QB 6-3, 205 Runnells, A Southeast Polk 
DAVIS, Ryan DE 6-4, 245 Milville, NJ Millville | SuperPrep rated No. 2 quarterback nationally # Ranked No, 7 quarterback nationally by Rivals100.com # All- 
Second-feam All-Conference # Three-year letterman. Conference # Completed 208 career passes for 3,176 yards ond 24 touchdowns. 
EVANS, Jameson WR 6-1, 202 Shoker Heights, OH Shaker Heights RHINEHART, Mike Q8 6-5, 235 Fort Wayne Homestead 
Ranked No. 69 wide receiver nationally by Rivals100.com All-State # Had 41 receptions for 739 yards and Rivals 100.com ranked No. 26 quarterback nationally # Su rated No. 104 player in Midwest Region # 
nine touchdowns as a senior @ Had 32 tackles, 11 passes broken up and five interceptions # As a junior, had As a senior, completed 165 of 260 passes for 2,480 yards and 32 touchdowns with six interceptions @ Had 
35 receptions for 385 yards # Also played quarterback and punter @ Played in Pennsylvania/Ohio All-Star 1,874 yards passing and 20 touchdowns as a junior. 
gome. 
TOMSHECK, Josh OL 67, 270 Strongsville, OH Strongsville 
GROVER, Brent LB 6-4, 230 Fort Thomos, KY Highlands Rated No. 41 tight end nationally by Rivals100.com @ SuperPrep ranked No, 58 player in Midwest Region # 
Rated No. 7 linebacker nationally by SuperPrep  Rivals100.com ranked No. 23 linebacker nationally Two-time All-Conference # Had 15 receptions and three touchdowns as senior fight end @ Graded 91 percent 
vas @ As a senior, had 226 tackles, including 44 for loss, and 15 sacks @ Had 590 career on blocking assignments # Had 36 career receptions and seven touchdowns. 
tackles. 
TURNER, Matt OL 6:3, 260 Kirtland, OH Kirlland 
HARRIS, Antwan DT 6-0, 280 R , MO South Rivals100.com ranked No. 73 offensive lineman nationally # Rated No. 69 player in Midwest Region by Super- 
Rivals100.com ranked No. 98 defensive tackle nationally @ Rated No. 60 player in Midlands Region by Super- Prep @ Two-time All-State @ Four-time All-Conference @ District Defensive Most Valuable Player @ As a senior, 
Prep Three-time All-Conference # Hod 69 tackles, incuding 14 for loss, two sacks and wo fumbles recovered had 1.43 tackles, three interceptions, three fumbles caused and one fumble recovered. 
5 a senior # Also played fullback and in the offensive line # Team captain, 
VILLARREAL, Brondon|B 62, 260 Allen, TX Allen 
HAWKINS, Brent 1B 62,210 Jerseyville, IL Jersey Community Rated No. 66 defensive end nationally by Rivals!00.com  SuperPrep ranked No. 68 player in Southwest 
Rated No. 59 linebacker nationally by Rivals100.com @ All-State Three-year starter # As a senior, had 159 Region @ All-District @ Had 1.42 tackles, induding six sacks, and four fumbles caused as a senior. 
tackles, including three sacks, 12 passes broken up, wo interceptions and two fumbles recovered @ Played 
quarterback, wide receiver, defensive end and linebacker during prep coreer. VOID, Jerod ATH 6-2, 185 Clinton, MD Surrattsville 
Asa senior, had 866 yards rushing and five touchdowns Hod 24 tackles and one interception @ Had 1,153 
HICKMAN, Brian CB 6-0, 170 Houston, TX Westbury yards rushing and five touchdowns as a junior @ Runs 4,3 in the 40-yard dash State champion in 110- and 
en Led team in interceptions with four as a senior @ Ranked third with 44 tackles @ Runs 4.4 in the 300-meter hurdles. 
40-yard dash. 

WANG, Brian TE 67,260 Fort Worth, TX Southwest Christion 
IWUCHUKWU, Bobby 1B 6-2, 220 Arlington, TX James Martin Rivals 100.com rated No. 59 tight end nationally @ All-Stote at tight end and defensive end Two-time All-Dis- 
Ranked No. 94 player in Southwest Region by Prep Football Report @ Two-year letterman @ Played only five trict @ Had 20 receptions for 196 yards and four touchdowns as a senior Had 62 tackles, including 16 for 
games as a senior Bais high ankle sprain @ Runs 4.49 in the 40-yard dash. loss, and seven sacks @ Member of baskeiball and track teams. | 
JONES, Brandon RB 5-11, 215 Peru Peru WILLIAMS, David ATH 5-10, 185 Dallas, TX Newman Smith | 
Rivals 100.com rated No. 22 running back nationally @ SuperPrep ranked No. 28 player in Midwest Region @ | Ranked No. 87 player in Midwest Region by SuperPrep @ As a senior, had 1,395 yards rushing on 145 carries | 
Three-time All-Conference @ As a senior, had 2,201 yards rushing and 25 touchdowns Had 1,300 yards with 12 touchdowns @ Had eight receptions for 125 yards and Nvo touchdowns @ Had 1,280 yards rushing 
rushing and 13 touchdowns as a junior # Had 5,322 career yards rushing and 54 touchdowns. | and 15 touchdowns as a junior @ Had eight touchdown runs of 70 or more yards. 
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RESULTS INDIVIDUAL STATS SCHEDULE 


(8-4, 5-3) — PASSING 3 Sept. 2 — at Cincinnati 
| Michi NAME At’ Comp Yarps Pct TD Inr - - - 
48 Central Mic Aches 0 Brees 512 309 ~=—.3668._-—«60.4«-26-—*12 Sept. 15 Notre Dame 
45 Kent State 10 | Hance 9 5 40 55.6 1 0) 
RUSHING Sept. 22 Akron 
21 Notre Dame 23 ANE IST 
38 Minnesota 24 I\foore 226 i SiC Sept. 29 at Minnesota 
Brees 95 52 (ies Gam ores 
20 Penn State 22 Brown 4A 260 59 42 1 Oct. 6 lowa 
TE Ennis 38 (ae a ae 
] ae 
Se me Mines ® RECEIVING | Oct. 13. at Michigan 
Al Northwestern 28 Tae aT | Te = 
30 Wisconsin 24 Sutherland 72 1014 14.1 Be) 613) Oct. ortnwestern 
Standeford 67 744 1 43 6 | oe 
31 Ohio State 27 Stratton 58 a? ae ae Nov. 3 _ Illinois 


Morales 35 556 15.9 78 2 | 


a 2h ee casas 
13 : 7 


Al Indiana ; ; ‘ 
- — TackLes: Schweigert 85; Johnson 71; Ayodele 66. | Nov. 17 Michigan State 
Rose Bow. INTERCEPTIONS: Schweigert 5; Ayodele 2; Turner 1; Odom 1. ~ —— = 2 —— 
. 3 AY le 9; Phillips 7; Terrill 6; T 4. | . 
24 Washington 34 QB Sacks: Ayodele 9; Phillips 7; Terrill 6; Turner Nov. 24 an ladiana 
: J 


Tacktes For Loss: Ayodele 15; Phillips 14; Mitrione 13. 
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in the offensive line. Junior Gene 
Mruczkowski, a two-year starter at guard, 
is the only returnee and he has been 
switched to center. 

The other leading candidates for play- 
ing time up front this season are fifth-year 
senior Sean Rufolo, juniors Rob Turner 
(who started three games last year) and 
Kelly Kitchel, junior Pete Lougheed (who 
has been moved from tight end to tackle) 
and redshirt freshman Kelly Butler. 

The rest of the offense is pretty well 
set. 

Wide receiver Vinny Sutherland, a 
four-year regular who led the team with 
72 catches for 1,014 yards and 13 touch- 
downs in 2000 as a senior, is gone. But 
back are wideouts John Standeford (67- 
744-6) and Seth Morales (35-556-2), tight 
end Tim Stratton (58-605-2) and running 
back Montrell Lowe, a two-year starter 
who has rushed for 1,839 career yards, 
including 998 last season. 

While Tiller’s potent pass offense has 
been the headliner in his first four seasons 
at Purdue, the Boilermaker defense keeps 
getting better and better. 

This year’s defense, with 10 starters 
returning, may actually get top billing, at 
least early in the season, while Hance and 
the offense get acquainted. 

“| think for right now, let the defense 
lead,” said Stratton, last year’s inaugural 
Mackey Award winner (as the nation’s 
best tight end) and a first-team All-Big 


THE BEST AND 
THE BRIGHTEST 


Most Valuable Player 
DE Akin Adoydele 


Emerging Star 
FS Stuart Schweigert 
Top Newcomer 


QB Brandon Hance 


Ten selection. “Let (the offense) figure out 
what we're going to do.” 

Last year’s defense, with five redshirt 
freshmen or true freshmen in the starting 
lineup — end Shaun Phillips, tackle Craig 
Terrill, weakside linebacker Landon John- 
son, middle linebacker Gilbert Gardner 
and free safety Stu Schweigert — was 
a pleasant surprise, indeed, finishing third 
in the Big Ten in total defense. 

The leaders of this year’s defense fig- 
ure to be senior end Akin Ayodele and 
senior tackle Matt Mitrione, both second- 


team All-Big Ten last season, and 
Schweigert, who led the 2000 Boiler- 
makers with 85 tackles and five inter- 
ceptions. 

Ayodele, who began his Purdue 
career at linebacker, ranks third on 
the Boilermakers’ career list with 20 
sacks and eighth with 34 tackles for 
loss. Mitrione, who has started 35 
consecutive games, is seventh on 
Purdue’s career list of tackles for loss 
with 36. 

Both predict this year’s defense 
will be the best — and quickest — 
they've played on at Purdue. 

“What we lack in size, we make 
up for with speed,” Ayodele said. 
“That's definitely what helped us 
become such a good defense last 
year. We're trying to improve by 
becoming more physical.” 

Mitrione is not bashful about 
making bold predictions. 

“There’s no reason why we 
shouldn't dominate the league,” 
he said. 

But Tiller claims that last year’s 
success doesn't guarantee domi- 
nance in 2001. He thinks the 
defense, still very young, has some 
growing up to do. 

Tiller felt the defense’s lack of 
size and strength played a major role 
in Purdue’s 34-24 loss to Washington 
in the Rose Bowl. 

“The thing that hasn’t changed with 
them yet is the physical part of their play,” 
he said. “I don’t think there's any question 
that we should be an improved team 
defensively, just because of the experi- 
ence factor. But even experience, as valu- 
able as it is, sometimes can’t substitute for 
pure strength and a physical tone of play 
that you need to be very good in the Big 
Ten. 

“We can get ahead of ourselves by 
proclaiming this defense is something it's 
not. It is not a physical team yet. It needs 
to develop a physical tone to its style of 
play before it can really receive some type 
of stamp that would suggest it’s some- 
thing other than a solid defense.” 

But the keys to success for Purdue in 
2001 are obvious. The defense has to 
improve on its play from last season, 
the inexperienced offensive line has to be 
solid and, above all, Hance has to deliver 
at quarterback. 

Despite the question marks, the play- 
ers aren’t lowering their goals in 2001. 
They think it’s possible to win the Big Ten 
and return to the Rose Bowl. 
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THE LEADERS OF THIS YEAR’S DEFENSE FIGURE TO BE SENIOR 
END AKIN AYODELE AND SENIOR TACKLE MATT MITRIONE. 


PHOTO BY STEVE BEYER 


“It’s a high expectation for us, but it’s 
not unrealistic,” Mitrione said. 

After Purdue lost to the Huskies in 
Pasadena, Brees talked about how he and 
last year's seniors gave the returning play- 
ers a taste of the Rose Bowl. 

They want to go back for more. 

“Knowing that Drew’s not part of the 
team anymore, people are going to kind 
of look down on us,” Ayodele said. 
“We're going to keep the torch burning, 
and even improve on last year. That is our 
goal. We're just going to reload and add 
to what we did last year. 

“Don’t count us out. That's all I’m 
going to say. | believe we're going to sur- 
prise a lot of people.” 

Purdue shared the Big Ten title last 
year with Michigan and Northwestern. 
Stratton thinks the Boilermakers can win 
the crown outright this season. 

“In our offense, nothing against Drew 
or Brandon, you can put any guy in there 
(at quarterback),” said Stratton, who 
almost jumped to the NFL after last sea- 
son. “You have so many options to throw 
the ball, all you've got to have is an arm. 
I've been very impressed with Hance. 
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BOILERMAKERS SPRING ROSTER 


Wr. Hometown No. NAME Pos. Class Ht. Wr. HOMETOWN 

13. Akin Ayodele DES 63. 253 ving IX 85 obbyMonigomery «WR fr ~—«SB (169. CompDennison, OH | 
75 Wike Boch ae ee oe OT fr 67 273. FremonM 
36° Sedkick Brown Bor 61246 Vidrio, TX “BA Seth Morales WR Je 510. 170. Inkonapols 
26 Corl Buergler CB ok 60 211 Hobart 0 Sen Mont B So 54 183 Chicogo,ll 
94 Luke Burroughs DT So 64 26) Perth Anboy, NI 79 GeeMucdows = C ik 62 310 Glevelond, OH 
7) Kelly Bile OT Fe 68 297 Grond Ropids, MI 4) Kevin Nesield DE So 63 236 Houston, TX 
90. Greg Coons Bf © 62-202 Wokn 51 Joe Odom Book = 62-243 Behl, 
% MieDeder = = = Bk 63 240 Brownsburg 2 TimOlnseod  -«OB_—«So.—s«S 2-252 Crknd ids, L 
38 Brody Doe B & 60 19h Tusa 63 Dave Owen OT fr 66 275 Dolls, 1X 
30. Travis Dorsch KP Se 66211 Bozemon, MT & Quinton Owens Ke if S738). Aen 

62. Vedkon Dzolovc DE So 63 245 PorkRidge, “53, Shaun Philips DE So 63 252 Wilingboro, NI 
&5- Joson Biele OT fr 65 271 Avenloke, OH 74 NikPlipowkis «C= So.2 264 Lancaster, NY 
§ Decunte Ferrell CB So 511190 Sagamore Hills, OH 95 Jarod Ramirez OF & 64 256 Fresno, CA 
16 GibertGordher «BS SoG. Angleton, TK 8). Chvis Randolph TES 64 249 Memphis, IN 
2 lonGez Sk 61 194 Grobd 7B Jacques Reeves ® So &1 180 Lancaser, TX 
43. Doel Giles OT So 61260. Ponhatoula, LA 64 MarkReid SFr G1 31 lowell 
39 Jon Goldsberry BF 63 240 SonoCos “31 Brandon Robinson BSCS. «S10. 202 Fort Wayne 
99° Doemeon Grier OT So 61 307 Blombeld, CT 12. Antwoun Rogers @ fr 62 166 Middletown, OH 
87 Jim Guides EWR I Ss oS Zen Iie Concer 45. Jocob Rowe RB So 59 222 OdklondGiy 
4 BrodonHonce «QB sFr~=s1_«190Woodlond Hls,CA —=«70. Seon Rufolo OG & 62 280 Mekeno,lt 
72. Nick Hardwick DT So 64 240 _dkanapols 57 Potick Schaub 1B So 60-225 _echonopols 
2. Gory Heoggons WR fr 63. 197 Konsos Ci, KA 9 Sturt Schweiger FS So 63-202 Saginaw, MI 
83 AndreHenderson © WR So. 63 197 DublnOH © 69._dohn Shelbourne Sk 66262 Ickerools 
35 Mareus Hill @B So 58 165 Doles, 1X 80 AT, Simpson WR S& 64 232 Indianapolis 
91 MotHobrck «TE. sd «SS. 27) Kendolhile “17 Ben Smith SS & 63210 Chodron, NE 
73. Mike Hole TE OR «62 2 | Laloyete "82 bohm Sondeford = WR So G87 Monro 
"33. Rob Jodkson ® of 511 205 Groner 19 Res Storing FS Se «57184 Atinglon, TK 
5. Chris Jomes WR Jr 510.184 Topo, FL 89. Tim Stroton TE S64 258 OakBrook I 
“65 Brondon Johnson OT So 60 271 Kolomo 21. ToylocSubblefeld WR fr 61 (166. Yokima, WA 
47 London Johnson 1B So 62 212—_Lbbock, TK 87 Jason Sd OS fr 62 296 Crawlordnile 
88 Kely Kitchel OG + 68 306 Wolln 59 Doug Sworn DE fe 65 220 Gncinnati, OH 
3d Niko Koutowvides B So 63 28 Ploiwile,CT 92. Croig Teri DT So 63 289 Lebanon 
11 Seolt Kure PS &1_195 Bloomington 32 Shawn Thorp WR So 64 182 Fort Wore 
96 Mike Lawrence DI fr 65 288 Philodebhio, PA 8 Josh Tobey Bk = 60-207 Feirmont 
29° Aaron Levin Poof SIL 207 Cosper, WY 4) AecToe Bk 510 216 FotWome 
88 Jason Loerzel BS 6327 Pork Ridge, 8 Rolph Tuer $$ 2210s, 1X 
93 Pete Lougheed Ot k 65 279 FotWoyne 54 Rob Tumer OG * 64 308 Kiklond,OH 
3 Montelllowe == RBSsde:=SS 8 «192—«dorl, TK “61 Alex Underwood DT fr 511 266 Chalo, Mi 
18 Korey Mock CB ofr «59 (167 Dolls, IX “48 Tim Upshur SSS 61 210 Treton,NI 
20 Chuck McQueid Fr S11 211 West Milford, NI 7 AthorieWoodyord «BSCS LeGronge, GA 
“52. MaxMiller OG & 63 279 formu > 

| 98. Natt Maione DT oS 63 281 Springfield I Roster and depth chort subject fo change | 

2001 PROJECTED DEPTH CHART 

QB Brandon Hance, Fr/Ben Smith, Sr DE Akin Ayodele, Sr*/Vedran Dzolovic, So 

RB Montrell Lowe, Je*/ Sedrick Brown, Jr iT Craig Terrill, So"/| Luke Burroughs, So 

WR Andre Henderson, So/A.T. Simpson, Sr RT ‘Matt Mitrione, Sr*/Brandon Johnson, So : 
WR Seth Morales, Jr*/Gary Heaggans, Fr. = DE Shaun Phillips, So*/Kevin Nesfield, So 

WR John Standeford, So*/Taylor Stubblefield, fro WLB Landon Johnson, So*/Jason loerzel, Sr 
TE Tim Stratton, Sr*/Chris Randolph, Sr : z MLB Joe Odom, Jr*/Alex Tone, Jr - 
“IT Pete Lougheed, Jr/Tyler Moore, Fro SLB Gilbert Gardner, So*/Niko Koutouvides, So 
ivcie Kelly Kitchel, Jr/ Sean Rufolo, Ss > cB Ashante Woodyard, Sr* Jacques Reeves, So 
ic Gene Mruczkowski, Jr*/Nick Pilipauskis, So cB Antwaun Rogers, Fr/| Deaunte Ferrell, So 

RG Rob Turner, Jr/Max Miller, Ir SS Ralph Turner, Jr*/Tim Upshur, Sr 
RT Kelly Buller, Fr/Dave Owen, Fr FS Stu Schweigert, So*/Brady Doe, Sr 
K Travis Dorsch, Sr*/Quinton Owens, Fr P Travis Dorsch, Sr/Scott Kurz, Sr* > 


SPRING UPDATE 


r the second year in a row, 

Purdue coach Joe Tiller had to 

hire two new coaches for his 
staff. Blaine Bennett was brought in to 
coach the quarterbacks, to replace Greg 
Olson, who left for the San Francisco 
49ers, and Ted Gilmore joins the Boil- 
ermakers as a wide receivers coach, 
replacing Kevin Sumlin, who left to 
become the assistant head coach at 
Texas A&M. 

Bennett comes to Purdue from 
Western Oregon, where he was the 
head coach the past six years. Bennett 
also has been an assistant at Western 
Oregon, Idaho, Cal State-Chico and a 
graduate assistant at Washington State, 
on the same staff with Tiller. 

Gilmore is a former graduate assis- 
tant under Tiller at Wyoming, where he 
also played for the Cowboys. Gilmore 
also has been an assistant coach at 
Wyoming, Kansas and, last season, 
at Houston. 

Purdue has begun a $100 million 
renovation project on Ross-Ade 
Stadium. The first phase, costing $60 
million, will be complete in time for the 
2003 season and will include a new 
press box, private suites, indoor and 
outdoor club seating and an outer brick 
facade. The second and third phases, 
which will be completed only if there is 
a strong demand for tickets, will include 
an upper deck over the east stands and 
the north end, respectively. 

In Tiller’s first four years with the 
Boilermakers, his teams became the 
first in Purdue history to play in four 
consecutive bowl games. Tiller’s teams 
also became the first to have four win- 
ning seasons in a row since 1966-69. 

Since signing his original five-year 
contract with Purdue, Tiller has 
received three two-year extensions. 
The 58-year-old Tiller currently is 
signed through the 2007 season. 

After going 12 years without a win- 
ning season, the Boilermakers have fin- 
ished in the Associated Press Top 25 
poll in each of the past four years — 
15th in 1997, 23rd in 1998, 25th in 
1999 and 13th in 2000. 
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OPEN-FIELD TACKLING WAS 
SCHWEIGERT’S BIGGEST WORRY 
WHEN HE ARRIVED ON CAMPUS. 

PHOTO BY JOHN WILLIAMSON 


| don’t think our goals are unattainable, 
especially with the experience and speed 
we have on defense. Around here, we 
expect to win.” 

Tiller often talks about how his goal is 
not just to have a good football team, but 
to build a solid program. 

With a 33-16 record (22-10 in the Big 
Ten) in four seasons at Purdue, including 
two trips to the Alamo Bowl, a visit to the 
Outback Bowl and last year’s trip to the 
Rose Bowl, it would appear that Tiller is 
on the verge of claiming his program has 
arrived. 

“| think we've established ourselves, 
to a degree, as to having a program,” 
he said. “I do think if we can have success 
this year it certainly will solidify our posi- 
tion and maybe set us up for a long time 
into the future. But certainly there are 
skeptics that are looking at Purdue today 
and saying, ‘Well now that Brees is gone, 
what kind of program are they going to 
have now?’ 


Heralded Type Not Hard to Handle 


last fall with plenty of hype. Com- 

ing out of Heritage High School in 
Saginaw, Mich., the speedster was 
ranked by one recruiting service as the 
nation’s ninth-best defensive back and 
as the 18th-best skilled athlete by 
another. 

But even with that kind of buildup, 
Schweigert more than lived up to his 
advanced billing. 

Despite breaking his thumb a week 
before the season opener, Schweigert 
went on to lead the Boilermakers with 
85 tackles, 10 passes broken up and 
five interceptions. He played in all 12 
games, starting the last nine at free 
safety. 

“| think | surprised myself a little 
bit,” he said. “I just wanted to get on 
the field. As the season progressed, | 
felt like | had the ability to start and my 
main goal was to be the Big Ten Fresh- 
man of the Year.” 

Schweigert achieved that presti- 
gious goal, becoming only the fourth 
Purdue player to win the top freshman 
honor. He also became the first Boiler- 
maker true freshman to lead the team 
in tackles since linebacker Kevin Mots 


Se Schweigert arrived at Purdue 


“So | suppose, if we need validation 
by the outside world, that another season 
would solidify that.” 

Tiller, beginning his 11th season as a 


HIS YEAR’S 

DEFENSE, WITH 

10 STARTERS 
RETURNING, MAY 


ACTUALLY GET TOP 
BILLING, AT LEAST 
EARLY IN THE SEASON. 


head coach, knows that when you trade in 
an elite quarterback for an inexperienced 
one, there might be a dropoff. 


in 1976. 

Schweigert’s five interceptions (he 
probably would have had at least eight 
if not for the fact that he had to play 
with a cast on his right hand the first 
four games) is a record by a Purdue 
true Fein 

“| think he exceeded our expecta- 
tions in the sense that | did expect him 
to play, but | thought it would be mid- 
year Coe that happened,” Boiler- 
maker coach Joe Tiller said. 

“The one thing that impressed me 
about him was his ability to get you 
down in the open field. He has a real 
knack, a real sense of timing, as an 
open-field tackler.” 

Ironically, open-field tackling was 
Schweigert’s biggest worry when he 
arrived on campus. 

“| don’t try to run up and blow 
someone up,” said Schweigert, a for- 
mer track sprinter who will return kick- 
offs for the Boilermakers this season. 
“I'd rather get my feet set and wait for 
him to make a move and react to 
that.” 

If Schweigert continues to improve, 
he could become Purdue's best defen- 
sive back since Rod Woodson. 


But he likes the future of the program, 
because of the young players, especially 
last year’s freshmen and this year’s incom- 
ing recruits. 

“We certainly have some talent on 
this squad,” Tiller said. “If your young 
players are talented, that can win cham- 
pionships as they get older. They're 
going to put your team in position to 
challenge. | think we have that kind of 
player. | think we're real close to having 
a program. 

“To me, 2001 is the hump year for our 
program because of losing the quarter- 
back and those linemen. If we can be suc- 
cessful in 2001, | think we'll be successful 
for a long, long time. 

| don’t have any question in my mind 
that we will experience success in the 
future. I’m more concerned about 2001 
than | am about 2002, 2003 and 2004. | 
think we've got a chance to really be a 
program.” 

— Tom Kubat 
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he tailback roll call includes the 
Tissin Brent Moss, the shifty Terrell 
Fletcher, the high-stepping Carl 
McCullough, the pile-driving Ron Dayne 
and the fleet-footed Michael Bennett. 
In each of the past eight seasons, the 
Wisconsin offense has featured a 1,000- 


WISCONSIN 


things that are conducive to the type of 
players that we have.” 

Brace yourself, but Wisconsin's offen- 
sive focus has shifted from the running 
back to the quarterbacks: Brooks 
Bollinger, who has a 17-3 record as a 
starter; and Jim Sorgi, who came off the 


and running style, Bollinger has exposed 
himself to extra hits and injuries, opening 
the door for Sorgi, a sophomore. 

Bollinger left the Michigan State game 
at halftime after suffering a concussion. 
Enter Sorgi who rallied the Badgers from a 
10-10 tie to a 17-10 win. Bollinger didn’t 


Young Badgers Shift Focus, Keep High Goals 


yard rusher, ranging from the 1994 Rose 
Bow! MVP (Moss) to the 1999 Heisman 
Trophy winner (Dayne) to the 2000 Big 
Ten sprint champion (Bennett). 

Many wondered what the Badgers 
would do for an encore after getting four 
years from Dayne, the NCAA's all-time 
leading rusher. 

Enter Bennett, a junior, who picked 
up 290 and 293 yards in two of his first 
three games last season and finished third 
in the nation with 1,681 yards. Exit Ben- 
nett, a one-year starter, who opted to 
leave school early for the National Football 
League. 

Given that the only returning letter 
winner at tailback (Broderick Williams) 
blew out his knee (torn ACL) during 
spring practice, and may be sidelined the 
entire season, the rushing streak is now in 
serious jeopardy. At that, a healthy 
Williams was no sure thing with just eight 
career rushes for 26 yards. 

“Our overall offensive personnel dic- 
tates that maybe we won't be the same 
type of offense that we have been,” con- 
ceded the tailback-friendly Barry Alvarez 
who has altered the Big Ten landscape 
with his smash-mouth style, three confer- 
ence titles, and 6-1 bowl record during his 
successful 1 1-year run in Madison. 

“We may have to emphasize some 
other things. We don’t have the luxury of 
being able to depend on knowing that 
we're going to run the ball like we have in 
the past. We're going to have to do some 


BROOKS BOLLINGER, A JUNIOR, HAS PROVEN 
TO BE A DANGEROUS WEAPON ON THE 
GROUND, RUSHING FOR 913 CAREER YARDS. 

PHOTO BY JOHN WILLIAMSON 


bench twice to rally the Badgers to road 
wins. 

On the depth chart, UW offensive 
coordinator Brian White sees Bollinger as 
No. 1, and Sorgi as No. 1A. 

“I don't like to make a distinction 
between the two because they've both 
proven that they can win,” said White. 

“I know this much: the position has been 
dramatically upgraded and they share 
a great competitive relationship.” 

Although his current completion per- 
centage (.550) is third-best in school his- 
tory, Bollinger is known more as a runner 
than a thrower. 

Whether he’s executing the option 
or scrambling out of the pocket, Bollinger, 
a junior, has proven to be a dangerous 
weapon on the ground, rushing for 913 
career yards, including 127 against Min- 
nesota last year. 

Because of his aggressive mindset 


2000: 9-4 Overall; 4-4 Big Ten (T/Sth) 

COAGH: Barry Alvarez — At Wisconsin and 
Overall: 79-48-4, 11 years. 

RETURNING STARTERS: 10; 5 offense, 
5 defense 

PLAYERS TO WATCH: OB Brooks 
Bollinger, WR Lee Evans, WR Nick Davis, 
OT Ben Johnson, C Al Johnson, DT Wen- 
dell Bryant, LB Nick Greisen, CB Mike 
Echols. 

PRIMARY STRENGTHR: Depth at quarter- 
back with Bollinger and Jim Sorgi. Big- 
play potential at wide receiver with Evans 


play the following week against Purdue. 
Enter Sorgi who completed 21 of 29 
passes for 243 yards and two touchdowns 
in a 30-24 overtime loss. 

Bollinger left the Indiana game in the 
first quarter after spraining his ankle. Enter 
Sorgi who rallied the Badgers from a 6-0 
deficit to a 43-22 victory. 

“Everybody in this program has seen 
that Jim is talented and can make plays,” 
Bollinger said. “I know that I've gotten a 
ton better since he’s been pushing me 
and | think he’s gotten a ton better from 
being around me. What I’m saying is that 
it makes the team better.” 

Bollinger literally took one for the 
team early last season — he took a beat- 
ing — while operating behind a patched- 
up Offense line; the result of Sneakergate. 
Overall, 28 players were suspended from 
one to three games for purchasing dis- 


and Davis. Aggressive defense led by 
Bryant, Greisen and Echols. 

POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: Inexperience 
at tailback. Three new offensive line 
starters. Who will pick up the tough yards? 

OVERVIEW: The Badgers need help from 
incoming freshmen at wide receiver and 
defensive back. They should have more 
defensive team speed. And they should 
have more offensive flexibility. They have 
proven quarterbacks and playmakers in 
Evans, Davis, Bryant and Echols. Do they 
have enough? 
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ADGERS*REGRUITING 


Name / Position HoMETOWN HicH ScHoot / Couece Name / Position - HOMETOWN HiGH ScHoot / COLLEGE 
BALLOU, Iscac OL 65, Recah FL Stanton Prep LANG, Jeff DL 6, 255 Greenfield Wisconsin Lutheran 
SuperPrep Top 75 in Dixie Booisn's Ao poved doer PrepStar All-Midwest Region . ‘Prep Football Report All-Midlands Region @ All-State @ Confer- 
ence Athlete of the Year # Two-time All-Conference As a senior, had 140 tackles, including six 
BELL, heb oo 190 “s Wheaton, I Ra Warrenwil “p | sacks. 
Prep Football PrepStar Mien Region # Ries Faesh hwo 
loach sl injuring knee @ All-State as o junior. LAWRENCE, Moit OL 6-5, 270 Millsboro, DE Sussex Central | 
| | SuperPrep ond PrepStor All-Midwest Region @ Two-time All-State Three-year storler @ Team coplain. 
BERNSTEIN, Mott FB/iB 6-2, 250 Scarsdale, NY Edgemont | 
PrepStar and Prep Foal Bead All-Eastemn Region @ Two-time All-State @ Two-time team captain @ Four- MAIAVA, Lyle DL 6-2, 300 Honolulu, HI 
year starter @ As a senior, 2,002 yards rushing and 37 touchdowns # Hod 108 tackles and seven fumbles | Riva 100.com ond SupePrap Al For Wes Region © Twortine AllScte @ Had 29 toc, including nine for | 
caused @ Hod 1,885 yards rushing and 25 touchdowns as a junior. | loss os a senior. 
a ootball ai 100 Ses a eyes All-Southwest Region penserg dl od Peas All. Ss rated “ude Rida All, Sel Football Report 
Prep Fe Report Top in Southwest R ¢ 100.com t © Three-time PrepStar All-American, No. receiver @ SuperPrep All-American # Prep 
Area @ Had 63 tackles and nine fumbles as a senior @ Hod 229 career tackles and 13 interceptions. | All-Midlands Region # Detroit News All-State, ranked No. 7 player in Michigan # As a senior, had 25 recep- 
| tions for 753 § and 11 louchdowns, overoging 30.1 yrs per ecich # Had 30 receptions for 705 yords 
CHARLES, Darrin WR 66,190 Oshkosh North | and 10 5 0 junior, 
PrepStar All-American @ Prep Football Report All-American @ Milwaukee Journal Sentinel Wisconsin Player of | 
the Year @ All-State as receiver and defensive back @ Helped team to undefeated record and state champi- PALERMO, Jason DL 6-3, 265 Madison Edgewood 
aria Pacenanerenneemetnaieans | | Rivols100.com and PrepStar All-Midwest Region @ All-State @ Hod 100 tackles, eight sacks and four fumbles 
| | caused as a senior As a junior, had 85 tackles, eight tackles for loss and 12 pancake blocks @ Had 235 
pease ai ee | 
Report pein 1 American @ 
30 of 35 passes for 562 yard: es gar pro bee sustaining @ season-ending knee pape pe 3, 230 Plainfield, IN Plainfield 
el pad shee ta gs ocak a touchdowns with one interception. Ful Rp xk 1 don een A Se @ Ho con s for 721 yords 
| eke me, 30 receptions for 641 yards @ Had 128 tackles, induding nine for loss, and three kicks 
DOCHERTY, Bob TE 6-6, 260 Oshkosh North 
Rivals 100.com, PrepStar ond Prep Football Report All: Midwest Region @ Milwaukee Journal Sentinel Wisconsin | 
Lineman of the Year @ All-State @ As a senior, had 16 receptions, averaging 23.8 yards per catch @ Hod 98 RAIOLA, Donovan OL 63, 2 Honolulu, Kamehameha 
tackles, including 13 for loss, and 16 passes broken up at the line. a eae ‘American @ Prep fool Report ond Riche 100 com Al ‘West Region @ All-State Team captain 
@ Three-year letterman. 
GILLEN, John LB 225 Glen Ellyn, IL Glenbard W | 
see fecee eat Pape evs Ragen 6 AS He 68 eg ISkrls, three | ROOT, Greg LB Palmdale, Highland 
interceptions and three fumbles recovered as a senior @ Hod 200 career tackles, 12 fumbles caused, 10 fumbles | | Ab code ¢ Alea 4 Hod 156 tekbe, 26 tockles for loss, seo has eset fren Kc ck 
Faciorad 29 pose ecldrgy ant ipa Blaksbashe's FACIE Garoe amie Re case | | a senior @ Hod 312 career tackles # Set school records in shot put and discus. 
Hreviehabicar es AnttqjDL = 6-3, 310 Hamden, CT SANDERS, Dontez WR 6-1, 190 Bedford, OH Chonel 
USA Today All-American # PrepSta sculpt al Al Alt American @ Rested Nb. ian oe Peper Ak Arn © Prop Fool oot A Mien agin @ Rv 00.com Ak Nie exon @ 
ally by Prep Football Report # Rated No. 2 defensive lineman nationally by CBS Sportsline and No. 6 by team All-Stote @ As a senior, had 39 pra frp plcoks ade 1,191 yards rushing pry 2A 
Rivcls100.com @ Three-frne All Shoe | touchdowns, averaging 9.9 yards per carry # Hod 4,633 career -purpose yards and 49 touchdowns # @ Hod 
464 all-purpose yards in one game. 
HOLLINS, Devin QB 60, 185 wpe ee Crenshaw | 
Superrep AlkFor West Region $ PrepStr and Prop Report All-West Region @ Had 4,683 career | SYLVAIN, Johnny DB 5-10, 170 Hackensack, NJ Hackensack 
yards passing in three years with 55 touchdowns @ Threw for 2,111 yards and 23 touchdowns as a senior. Pe eel Rap Al sn SD Ten Al Se @ Those Aang Hal A ck 
five interceptions and 11 passes broken up os a senior @ Hod 13 career interceptions. 
KEMP, DeAndre WR 5-10, 180 Carson, CA pels 
All-Conference @ Second:team All-South Bay # Team coptain @ Had 2,500 purpose yards @ As a | TOFFERI, Nick OL 63, 2 
ve hee coat 2b 2 yerts pr mempion aeihod Whrhtons oRecdal hte el bk |_| PrapSior AbAmericon @ Rik A-Micest epee Al ids Region @ All: 
State @ Four-year, two-way starter @ Four-time all-conference Had 260 career tackles, 
Pp Fabel Pesan iy ipo ics Rasen, $A Sek ob Carkonen on ofne Cot aes Conference | | WOOD, ke OL 66,270 Bettendor, IA Peco aly 
te Yee @ Groce 85 parent on blekng onigrments cx o vaior ¢ Afowed ro sacks © | ] Prep Football Report Top 150 nelly @ SuperP end PresShr Al/Midiat Regios @ Bens com rated 


et peia ili pe Sef eh ansili ostre |Top 50 lin prospec notonally @ Al-Conference. 
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RESULTS INDIVIDUAL STATS SCHEDULE 


(9-4, 4-4) = = PASSING = - 2 Aug. 25 Virginia* 
Sire NAME At Comp Yaros Pct 1D 

I? Western Michigan 7 Bollinger 209 110 (1479 526 10 7| | Sept. 1 atOregon 

27 Oregon 23 Sorgi 69 46 615 667 6 2) Sept. 8 — Fresno State 

56° “Cincinneh 205 RUSHING : 

a eee a Sept. 15 Western Kentucky 
Bennet 310 1681 54 83 11 

10. Michigan 13 Bollinger 157 RS ee oa) | aie 

7 Ohio State 23 Fowler = << “< a ; Oct. 6 — Indiana 

17 Michigan State 10 | RECEIVING Oct. 13 at Ohio State 

24 Purdue 30 NAME No Yaros Ave _ is | Oct. 20 — at'llinois 
Chambers 52 813. 156 = 50S 

13 lowa 7 Evans 33° 634—sd9«-Dss—i CA Oct. 27. Michigan State 

Al Mirniasore 20 Davis 21 246 «745 sti 
Sigmund nN 98 8.9 15 2 Nov. 3. lowa 


= sell = | —__—DereNsive Leavers 
= DEFENSIVE LEADERS N Michi 
34 = 18 lov. 17 ichigan 


Hawaii Tacktes: Griesen 146; Doering 97; Knight 93; Echols 75. N 2A Mi 
SUN BowL INTERCEPTIONS: Fletcher 7; Echols 5; Griesen 3; Doering 3. Ov. at Minnesota 
QB Sacks: Bryant 6; Griesen 6; Knight 4; Favret 3. | - = . 
21 UCLA 20 | | Tacktes For Loss: Griesen 14; Bryant 1]; Knight 8. | Eddie Robinson Classic 
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counted shoes in violation of the NCAA’s 
extra benefit rule. 

Coming off back-to-back Big Ten titles 
and Rose Bowl victories, the Badgers 
were viewed, in some circles, as a 
national championship contender. They 
were ranked No. 4 in the preseason polls. 
But they never seemed to recover emo- 
tionally from the discounted, er, disjointed 
start to the season. 

And yet the Badgers still managed to 
finish with nine victories or as many as 
anybody else in the Big Ten. (Michigan 
also won nine). They ended the season in 
strong fashion, too, by winning their last 
five games, including a 21-20 triumph 
over UCLA in the Sun Bowl. 

“That’s the type of momentum,” 
Alvarez said, “that we hope that we can 
build on for this season.” 

Brace yourself, but Wisconsin’s offen- 
sive philosophy has actually shifted from 
smash-mouth to spread. Sort of. The Bad- 
gers won't totally commit to a one set- 
back, multiple receiver attack. But they 
will incorporate some of the spread into 
their game plan. 

“The coaches are putting a little more 
on our shoulders,” said Bollinger, speak- 
ing for the quarterbacks. “We've all seen 
those games where they're stuffing our 
run and things aren't clicking. Now, we'll 
be able to go, ‘Ok, we're going no-hud- 
dle, spread next series.’ It’s something 
that maybe can give us a spark.” 


THE BEST AanpD 
THE BRIGHTEST 


Most Valuable Player 
DT Wendell Bryant 


Emerging Star 
OT Ben Johnson 
Top Newcomer 
WR Darrin Charles 


Without wide receiver Chris Cham- 
bers, the team MVP and second-leading 
receiver in school history, the Badgers will 
rely heavily on Lee Evans (Chambers’ prep 
teammate) and Nick Davis (one of the 
leading kick return specialists in the Big 
Ten). 

Byron Brown (a former prep quarter- 
back) and David Braun (a former walkon) 
will round out the rotation. One or two 
incoming freshmen could factor into the 
mix. 

“You can’t play base defense against 


the spread offense,” said Alvarez, 

a former defensive coordinator. “And 
if you have a few guys on defense 
that you're hiding, or if you have 
some guys who aren't real athletic 
and can’t make plays in the open 
field, then, you've got some prob- 
lems. We've spent a lot of time look- 
ing at the spread and we feel there is 
a place for it in our offense. | like how 
it fits our personnel.” 

What Alvarez likes the most 
about the spread, especially the 
Northwestern spread (i.e. quarter- 
back Zak Kustok and tailback Damien 
Anderson), is that it creates natural 
running seams for the backs by 
stretching the defense. Anderson led 
the Big Ten in rushing and the Wild- 
cats, as a team, rushed for nearly 260 
yards per game. 

With so many unproven running 
backs, the Badgers will likely resort 
to tailback-by-committee. Tyron Grif- 
fin is the power back. Jerone Pettus is 
the scat back. Anthony Davis is the 
fastest back (4.3 in the 40). All three 
are redshirt freshmen. 

For the last three seasons, Chad 
Kuhns has been the blocking back, 
leading interference for Dayne and 
Bennett. Kuhns, a senior, may also 
line up as a single setback. 

Meanwhile, the inexperience 
extends to the offensive line, where Bill 
Ferrario, Casey Rabach and Dave Costa 
have finally moved on after combining to 
start 139 career games. The only returning 
starters are center Al Johnson and left 
tackle Ben Johnson. The Johnson cousins 
are juniors. 

“The way Ben has played for us,” said 
UW offensive line coach Jim Hueber, 
“would give you the hope that he’s going 
to be our next big tackle. A (Jerry) Wun- 
sch, (Aaron) Gibson, (Chris) McIntosh, 
(Mark) Tauscher type of guy who will have 
a future beyond here.” 

Jason Jowers, another junior, looms as 
the starter at right tackle, while Dan Buen- 
ning, Kalvin Barrett and Jonathon 
Clinkscale will rotate at left and right 
guard. They're redshirt freshmen. So is 
Mike Lorenz who could wind up pushing 
Jowers. Mark Anelli, a senior, will take 
over full-time at tight end after sharing the 
position with John Sigmund and Dague 
Retzlaff. In the spread, even Anelli will 
occasionally be flexed. Brace yourself, but 
Wisconsin's defensive philosophy has also 
been tweaked because of the proliferation 
of spread offenses. The Badgers will sup- 


MIKE ECHOLS, A THREE-YEAR STARTER, 
WAS THE TEAM’S FOURTH-LEADING TACKLER. 


PHOTO BY STEVE BEYER 


plement their base defense with five and 
six defensive backs depending on down 
and distance and formation. 

“With the way offenses have evolved, 
we feel like we'll have some more 
answers now,” said UW defensive coordi- 
nator Kevin Cosgrove. “The No. | thing 
we want to do is make sure we get our 
best 11 on the field. Plus, you still must be 
a physcial defense to succeed.” 

That shouldn't be a problem upfront 
where senior Wendell Bryant will anchor 
the defense. Despite the loss of three reli- 
able starters (John Favret, Eric Mahlik and 
Ross Kolodziej), the Badgers feel good 
about the list of potential replacements: 
Jake Sprague, Darius Jones, Delante 
McGrew, Ben Herbert and Chuck Smith. 

There’s a strong chance that incoming 
freshman Anttaj Hawthorne, a consensus 
prep All-American, will earn playing time 
along side of Bryant, a Lombardi Award 
candidate. 

The Big Ten’s leading tackler, Nick 
Greisen, will return at middle linebacker, 
where he will be flanked by Bryson 
Thompson and Jeff Mack. Two redshirt 
freshmen, Jerron Smith and Kareem Tim- 
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ISCONSIN 


7 Ryon Aiello 
81 Mark Aneli 
58 Kahin Barrett 
49° Mork Bel 
68 Eric Benedict 
31 Erk Bickers 
8 Mott Birkett 
Bi Joey Boese 
5 Brooks Bolinger 
“25. Isaac Booker 
26 Howord Boye Doe 
84 David Broun 
34 Michoe! Browssord 
1 Byron Brown 
7 Wendell Bryant 
67 Don Buenning 
47 PJ, Connon 
13 Chris Catolano 
& Joe Chose 
31 Corlease Clark 
56 Jason Clemens 
79 Jonathon Chinkscale 
7 NckCochot 
5 Chuckie Cowans 
28 Anthony Dovis 
75 Moegon Davis 
22° Nick Davis 
52 Mark Downing 
& Jeremy Dox 
3 Mike Echols 
6 Pot Ellestod 
30 Ryon Englebert 
17. Adom Espinoza 
3 Lee Evans 
73° Matt Gojda 
45 Nick Greisen 
24° Tyron Grifin 
1 Trovoon Hayes 
42 Ben Herbert 
7 Chris Holanecht 
22 Nate Howord 
57 Erasmus James 
74 Jason Jefferson 
72 Al Johnson 
64 Ben Johnson 


BADGERS SPRING ROSTER 


Pos, Class Hr. Wr. 
DBS «61 (204 
TS 65 255 
On 6? 2316 
Eo 64 24d 
OQ % 64 317 
Bb 60 219 
a 
DB s& Si 170 
@ + 62 204 
RB ok 510 259 
B of 62 25 
WR ok 51) 188 
DBS «S10 (185 
WR So 60 184 
on & 64 299 
Oo fF 64 29 
Bok 6 mw 
® Ff 6 213 
O fF 64 2 
mB Ss Si 17 
B % Bb 0 
QO f 63 % 
1 So Gl 29 
DB of 58 162 
RB of «58 185 
Oo fr 65 294 
WR S510. 183 
B k 62 23 
a & 63 21 
OB Sr 510. (171 
WR ft 61 178 
R f 60 2 
(a eo) 
WR or 511 190 
Dh % 64 258 
B S 62 24 
@ fF 60 21 
WR So 51) 182 
Oo & bs 298 
B Ff 59 159 
BS «510 195 
Rh % 64 25 
o fk 63 m 
OA db 64 280 
no SR Same 


: Arcadia, CA 


HOMETOWN 


Oceanside, CA 
Addison IL 
Spring Volley, CA 
‘Seotsdole, AZ 
ae 

Woukesho 
Combridge, MA 
Vila Pork, CA 
Grond Forks, ND 
Loke Bul, FL 
Kel 
Modison 
Correlon, ™% i 
Sicklenile, NI 
Louis, MO 
Green Bay 
Brooklield — 
Thousand Ooks 
Stoughton 
Ucheview Terrace, CA 
S M 
Altodenc, CA 
Brussels, 

Chicogo, It 
Plainfield, NJ 
Barron 
Manchester, Ml 
Middleton 

St. Poul, MN 
Youngstown, OH 
Fond duloc 
Sturgeon Bay 


Bedford, OH 
Sturgeon Boy 
Sturgeon Boy 

St lous, om 
Elgin, It 
MeDonald, PA 
onesie - 
Si, Poul, MN 
Pembroke Pines, FL 
Chicago, it 
Brussels 

Brusels 


No, NAME Pos. Class Hr. Wr. HOMETOWN 
48 Dorius Jones o So 63 268 Beloit 

“SI Tern Jonjak 1B ofr 6120) ChippevaFols 
56 Jason Jowers Ok G8 310 bertyile, 
86 Matt Katula D fr 66 256 Woukesho 
15 Ryon Keepman (B fr «= & 4214 Oconomowoc 
"9 ChrisKolodzie 1B Fr «60.194 Stevens Point 
“59 Brod Korondo B So 60 219 SunProve 
99 Chris Koth ea ee 
4) ChodKiins FBS G1 230 Baloo, OH 
“37 Russ Kuhns Rok «660 22 Belew OH 
9 Troinlewis sDL_=sfr.:~«=«G 2285 R Cucamonga, CA 
52 Don Linnihon OL fr 63 293 Kirkwood, MO 
6) Mia Lorenz OL. 651.296.) Moniiowoe 
46 self Mock BS 60 287 Medion 
89 Jesse Mayhld DL So 6S 271 Indianapolis, IN 
“&3 Delonie McGrew «DLS. =A 215. Brookhm, OH 
32 Not Mialk TE So 60 242 Veron 

97 Kirk Munden KS. 59. 172. Eo Core 
98 MokNewer Ko 59 164 Mawaukee 
74 Fred Nieforh OL S 68 292 Anigo 

9 Mat Niesen DB ofr «A 205 Middleton 

3% Tony Pocot TE fr 64 245 Jessup,PA 
18 Eric Peterson WR fr 63.181 Wowpaca 
20 Jerone Peus RB ofr «S176 Rooweel, NY 
18 Mot Schober Cf 62 193 Fink 
17 Zoe Schott CB Fr «663 «200 Green Bay 
15 Ryan Simmons 0 ok SI) 188 Verona 

93. Chuck Smith O & 66 267 Ehhor,IN 
Ak Jeron Smith 1B ofr) 229 inderweld, NI 
19 Jim Soegi 08 So 65 178 Froser,M 
99 Jake Sprogue DLS 4 283. Oak Creek 
32 Bryson Thompson 1 Sr BT 212 Madison 

18 Kareem Tinbers BF 63207 Chico, 
23 BJ. Tucker fe ok SI) 17h Bayside 

82. Rob Tucker TE So 64 237 Fort Wayne, IN 
66 Andy Ulrich OL Fr 2-285 Ocak Creek 
12. Stephon Woton WR ok 63 190 Eton, ND 
92. Jonathon Welsh Dh fr 6d 207 Houston, TK 
9 Conroy Whyte WR & 57 165 Bosen, MA 
"3B TJ. Wiekbaki BF 06) 210° Ox 
7 Scot Wile CB. So 63.205 Oconomowoc 
2 Broderick Wilioms -RB_=S«So.-S«G) 207 Newdhle, TX 
82 JomodlWiken WR So 63186 Ween FL 
Roster and depth chart subject to change. 


Jeremy Dox, 


2001 PROJECTED DEPTH CHART 


Sr/Mark Bell, Fr 


Sr/Kalvin Barrett, Fr 


RT — Jason Jowers, Jr/Mike Lorenz, Fr 
K Mark Neuser, So/Adam Espinoza, Fr 


QB Brooks Bollinger, Jr*/Jim Sorgi, So 


RB Broderick Williams, So/Jerone Pettus, Fr 
FB = Chad Kuhns, Sr*/Erik Bickerstaff, Jr 
FL Lee Evans, Jr*/David Braun, Jr 

SE Nick Davis, Jr/Byron Brown, So 

TE Mark Anelli, 
LT Ben Johnson, Jr*/Jason Jowers, Jr 
LG Dan Buenning, Fr/Jonathan Clinkscale, Fr 


Al Johnson, Jr*/Jason Jowers, Jr 


} 


OT Jake Sprague, Sr/Chuck Smith, Sr 
NG Ben Herbert, Sr/Traison Lewis, Fr 
DT = Wendell Bryant, Sr*/Jesse Mayfield, So 
RE Darius Jones, So/Delante McGrew, Sr 
Jerron Smith, Fr/Ryan Keepman, Fr 
LB Nick Greisen, Sr*/P.J. Cannon, Jr 
LB Jeff Mack, So*/Bryson Thompson, Sr 
Mike Echols, Sr*/Michael Broussard, So 
cB BJ. Tucker, Jr/Chuckie Cowans, Fr 
SS Joey Boese, Sr*/Ryan Simmons, Jr 
FS Carlease Clark, Sr/Ryan Aiello, So 
P Kirk Munden, So. 


SPRING UPDATE 


When Ben Herbert returned from 
spring break, he was informed that he 
would be moving again. As a freshman, 
Herbert moved from inside linebacker to 
defensive end, where he has lined up the 
last two seasons. But the next move didn't 
follow any normal progression. Herbert 
was moved to nose tackle. 

“Tm probably the lightest nose tackle in 
the country,” ventured the 238-pound Her- 
bert, a senior from McDonald, Pa. “But I'll do 
whatever I have to do to help the team. And 
this is a way to get more speed on the field. 
Let's see what happens.” 

If the experiment doesn't work, the Bad- 
gers plan on retuming Herbert to rush end. 

“Any time I'm presented with some- 
thing new,” he said, “I've been the kind of 
person that attacks the challenge. So I'm 
not going to sulk or anything like that. My 
number one goal since getting here as a 
freshman was to get on the field. And my 
attitude hasn't changed.” 

¢ Sophomore tailback Broderick 
Williams was impressive during the first week 
of spring drills. But he tore the anterior cruci- 
ate ligament in his left knee, necessitating 
surgery. Williams, who was redshirted as a 
freshman, was expected to miss six to eight 
months. In high school (Needville, Texas), 
Williams missed most of his senior year with 
a broken clavicle. And he played only half of 
his junior season because of a tom ACL in 
his right knee. 

¢ Senior defensive back Mike Echols 
will not move to the field corner vacated 
by Jamar Fletcher. Because of his tackling 
ability, the coaches feel Echols is better 
suited to stay at the boundary corner. 
With 35 career starts, Echols has the 
most playing experience on the roster. 
Noted Echols, “Everytime I come through 
the locker room or show up for a team 
meeting, I hear, ‘Here's the old man. Or 
are you coaching today?’ That comes 
with being here as long as I have been.” 

* Offensive tackles Brian Lamont and 
Josh Jakubowski decided not to return for 
their final year of eligibility because of 
injuries. Lamont started 11 games last 
year at right tackle. 

¢ Former defensive back Stephon Wat- 
son tried out at wide receiver during the 
spring, while Michael Broussard was moved 
from comerback to safety and Kareem Tim- 
bers from safety to linebacker. 
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SENIOR WENDELL BRYANT 
WILL ANCHOR THE DEFENSE. 
PHOTO BY JOHN WILLIAMSON 


bers, will probably have an impact here 
because of their athleticism and speed. 

“This will be the fastest defense we've 
had,” Alvarez said. “We're going to com- 
promise a little on size inside (Herbert is a 
converted linebacker), but hopefully we'll 
be able to hold up. | know that our defen- 
sive line will all be guys who can run. The 
same with our secondary.” 

The Badgers will definitely miss cor- 
nerback Jamar Fletcher, the Thorpe Award 
winner and the school’s career intercep- 
tion leader with 21 (five for TDs). Coming 
out of Fletcher's shadows will be his col- 
lege roommate, Mike Echols, a three-year 
starter. Echols was the team’s fourth-lead- 
ing tackler in addition to leading the Big 
Ten with 25 passes broken up. 

Joey Boese, Michael Broussard, B.]. 
Tucker and Carlease Clark have playing 
experience in the secondary which should 
be bolstered by the incoming freshmen: 
Brett Bell, Robert Brooks, Scott Starks and 
Johnny Sylvain. 
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Coaches Know Bryant's An All-American 


isconsin defensive tackle 

Wendell Bryant doesn’t play 

the numbers game. Last sea- 
son, he didn’t finish among the Big Ten 
leaders in sacks or tackles for loss. In 
fact, his numbers were so modest — six 
sacks and 11 TFls — a media panel 
voting on all-conference players left 
Bryant off the first team. 

Leave it to the Big Ten coaches to 
read between the lines (offensive and 
defensive) and rectify the omission by 
not only naming Bryant to their all-con- 
ference first team, but by selecting him 
as the Co-Defensive Linemen of the 
Year along with Minnesota’s Karon 
Riley. 

“Wendell’s physical abilities are 
unnatural, uncommon,” said UW 
coach Barry Alvarez. “There aren’t 
many 6-5, 300-pounders who run like 
he dos Or have the quickness, the 
enthusiasm or the passion for the game 
that he has.” 

Bryant's perseverance is also note- 
worthy given the number of double- 
team blocks that he must beat inside. 

“It’s frustrating at times, but you’ve 
got to keep fighting through it,” con- 
ceded Bryant, a senior from St. Louis. 


Replacing the 12th man on defense, 
punter Kevin Stemke, may be one of the 
keys to the season. Stemke, a four-year 
fixture and the inaugural Ray Guy Award 


RACE YOURSELF, 
BUT WISCONSIN’S 
OFFENSIVE 


PHILOSOPHY HAS ACTUALLY 
SHIFTED FROM SMASH- 
MOUTH TO SPREAD. 


winner, had 76 career punts downed 
inside the opponents 20. 

Last season, the Badgers led the 
nation in net punting with a 42.89-yard 
average, a Big Ten record. Kirk Munden, 
a sophomore walkon, will take over the 
punting assignment. 


“If you're a true pass rusher, you have 
to tee going until the whistle blows.” 

The Badgers plan on moving Bryant 
around a little bit more this season to 
dictate better matchups. Sometimes, 
he'll be inside. Sometimes, he'll be on 
the edge. 

“Basically, | don’t think any one 
person can block me and that’s the 
mentality that | have to have,” said 
Bryant, a preseason All-American. 
“You always want to get more tackles, 
and make more plays. 

But we don’t put as much emphasis 
on getting sacks as we do getting pres- 
sure on the quarterback and disrupting 
his throws.” 

Ever the realist, Bryant added, 
“Everybody knows that if you want to 
et to the big time, sacks count. The 

ottom line is that no matter how 
as of a player you are, no matter 

ow good your techniques are, your 
(NFL) stock is going to drop and peo- 
ple are going to start looking at you 
differently. 

“But as long as | keep disrupting 
things in the backfield, | feel people 
will look at me as being a good 
player.” 4 


The Badgers must also find a replace- 
ment for place-kicker Vitaly Pisetsky, the 
All-Big Ten kicker in 1999. Adam 
Espinoza, a redshirt freshman, and Mark 
Neuser, a sophomore, may share the 
responsibilities. Like Munden, Neuser is 
a walkon. 

Sizing up his team’s inexperience, the 
loss of 12 starters, both kicking specialists 
and 27 letterwinners, Alvarez confirmed, 
“We have to be realistic and understand 
that we have a lot of guys who are going 
to be playing for the first time. 

“You have a lot of guys with wide 
eyes who are hanging on every word you 
say. You have tremendous enthusiasm 
and it’s a totally different from the group 
we've had the last two years where basi- 
cally they were all veterans; guys who 
have been through it all and had heard 
the things we were saying before. We're 
building a different team personality.” 

Spread the word. 

— Mike Lucas 
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fter a 7-4 regular-season finish, 
A: 5-2 Conference USA record and 

a trip to the Motor City Bowl last 
year, Cincinnati coach Rick Minter would 
like to think his Bearcats could be even 
better this season. 


He'd “like” to, but can’t guarantee it. 


CINCINNATI 


* BEARCATS 


injury, while Leonard saw considerable 
playing time at Arizona State in 1999, 
While neither quarterback has a pow- 
erful arm, both are capable of making 
plays with their arms and feet. 
Whoever wins the quarterback job will 
hand the ball off often to running backs 


experience at cornerback, but the loss of 
all-conference defensive tackle Mario 
Monds, free safety DeJuan Gossett, strong 
safety Gerry Ruff and all three linebackers 
leaves the Bearcats more vulnerable at 
key spots. 

“We lost our best inside defensive 


Keep Clawing Ahead or Fall Back in the Pack 


For one thing, “Conference USA is 
getting better every year,” Minter said, 
“and that means every week is a dogfight. 

“For another, we lost both coordina- 
tors, our quarterback, our top receivers, our 
center, all of our leading tacklers on 
defense. We lost about like 300 total starts. 

"We feel good about where we're 
headed and we're looking forward to the 
season, but we've got questions to 
answer.” 

The good news is that the program 
has never been in better position to 
replace departed starters or coaches. 
Minter has been through 41 assistant 
coaches since he came to Cincinnati in 
1994, That's because he hires coaches 
other programs want — more prominent 
programs with more money and prestige. 

That's the case again this year, with 
the hiring of former San Jose State coach 
Dave Baldwin as offensive coordinator and 
former Colorado and USC assistant A.J. 
Christoff as defensive coordinator. 

The hiring of Baldwin means the same 
offense that has been so productive. 

Hiring Christoff also means a similar 
look on defense, with a 4-3 attack. 

The difference is that Cincinnati had to 
spend another spring making adjustments 
to new coaches. With only 15 days of 
spring practice, the Bearcats still have 
a lot of work to do in preseason practice. 

One of the many positions to be set- 
tled is starting quarterback. After two 
years of quality play from Deontey Ken- 
ner, the Bearcats will turn to senior Adam 
Hoover or junior John Leonard. Hoover 
started two games last season and won 
one when Kenner went down with an 
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Ray Jackson and DeMarco McCleskey. 
Jackson earned all-conference, rushing for 
808 yards and six scores. McCleskey, who 
rushed for 500 yards and four touchdowns 
despite hamstring problems, might be 
more talented. 

“We've got a stable of running 
backs,” Minter said. “If there was ever 
a good time to go to the wishbone, this 
would be it.” 

With the return of tackles Shawn Mur- 
phy and Josh Gardner and guards Kirt 
Doolin and DeWayne Johnston, Cincin- 
nati’s offensive line will continue to be 
strong. Receivers Ty Keith and LaDarius 
Vann return, along with All-American 
kicker Jonathan Ruffin and second-team 
all-conference punter Adam Wulfeck. 

Now if Minter could only be so confi- 
dent about his defense. Talented junior 
Antwaan Peak returns at defensive end 
and Ivan Fields and LaVar Glover bring 


BEARCATS 


2000: 7-5, 5-2 CUSA 
COAGH: Rick Minter —At Cincinnati and 
Overall: 34-44-1, 7 years 
| RETURNING STARTERS: 12: 5 offense, 
| 5 defense, kicker, punter 
PLAYERS TO WATCH: RBs Ray Jackson 


and DeMarco McCleskey, OTs Shawn 
Murphy and Josh Gardner, DE Antwaan 
Peak, K Jonathon Ruffin 

PRIMARY STRENGTHS: Experienced 
offensive linemen and tailbacks keep the 
running game intact and take some pres- 
sure off the new quarterbacks. The kicking 


lineman, our linebackers and our safeties, 
so that’s a real concern for us,” Minter 
said. “We're going to have to find some 
people to shore up those spots.” 

Who will those people be? Most 
likely, Willis Edwards and Lewis Carter will 
earn starting jobs at linebacker after being 
backups last season, and junior Blue 
Adams will move from cornerback to 
strong safety after being a reserve the past 
two seasons. The Bearcats don’t know if 
6-2, 340-pound juco signee Matt Tupuola 
is an adequate replacement for Monds, 

a 6-4, 331-pound human roadblock the 
past two seasons. 

Such questions are common in col- 
lege football, and for Cincinnati, the 
answers will determine whether the 
Bearcats will build on last year’s success 
or fall back into the C-USA pack. 

— Richard Scott 


game should be CUSA’s best. 

POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: So many 
holes to fill in so many key positions, most 
of them up the middle — quarterback, 
center, defensive tackle and both safety 
spots. 

OVERWIEW: The program has a solid foun- 
dation under Minter, but with the overall 
improvement of Conference USA and the 
league's balance, it could be difficult for 
Cincinnati to push its way back into bowl 
contention. 


it 


ffense is Pitt Coach Walt Harris’ 
O-=. He coaches the quarter- 

backs. He calls the plays in the 
West Coast offense he installed when he 
arrived four years ago. 


This year, he could stray. It might be 
difficult for Harris not to fall in love with 


PITTSBURGH 


PANTHERS 


down the defense. If the offense can’t 
hold its own, Pitt might not be able to ride 
its capable defense to something bigger 
than the Insight.com Bowl, where it lost 
to lowa State last year. 

The big name on the offense is All- 
American Antonio Bryant, who as a 


The Panthers might end up settling 
simply for someone who can grind out 
a few yards and keep a tight grip on the 
ball. 

“We're going to play the guy who 
knows what to do, the guy who we can 
depend on,” Harris said. “It may not be 


Up and Coming Pitt Is Downright Defensive 


the Panthers’ defense. 

Pitt returns 10 starters and most of its 
key backups and reserves on defense. Its 
top 12 tacklers and 22 of its top 23 are 
back. 

And that from a unit that led the Big 
East with 35 sacks and nationally ranked 
17th against the run (99.7 yards a game), 
22nd in points allowed (19.1 a game), 
29th in total defense (325.7 yards a 
game) and 35th in pass efficiency defense 
(109.1 rating). 

“We can be the best defense in the 
country,” said senior defensive end Bryan 
Knight, who last season had 11.5 sacks and 
had a Big East record 26 tackles for loss. 

He'll get no dispute from senior quar- 
terback David Priestley, who practices 
against his defensive teammates. 

“We could have a top-10 defense. 

A top-five defense,” Priestley said. 

The only missing starter on the Pitt 
defense is Mike White, a senior at defen- 
sive tackle last season. 

The Panthers have star-quality players 
all over the defense — Knight and book- 
end Ryan Smith on the line, Ramon 
Walker at safety, Shawn Robinson at cor- 
nerback. 

At linebacker, the talent is so deep 
that last year’s leading tackler, Gerald 
Hayes, might move from the strong side 
to the middle to make way for redshirt 
sophomore Lewis Moore. That would 
leave seniors Amir Purifoy and Ryan 
Gonsales, who shared the middle spot last 
year, as backups. 

The offense, meanwhile, might never 
catch up this season. Perhaps the Pan- 
thers’ best hope is that the offense closes 
the gap enough so that it does not drag 


sophomore last year won the Biletnikoff 
Award as the nation’s top receiver. He led 
the nation with an average of 130.2 
receiving yards per game. 

Bryant, though, has struggled to con- 
tain his emotions. He entered the summer 
under suspension but is expected to 
rejoin the team before training camp. 

Where Bryant has the pizazz, Priestley 
needs to have the poise if the offense is 
going to hold up its end of things because 
there are a lot of holes to fill. 

The Panthers need someone to start at 
flanker opposite Bryant. They have to 
replace two starters on the line, and they 
must decide who will replace 1,000-yard 
rusher Kevan Barlow at tailback. 

Pitt has no tailbacks with college 
experience. The starter this year could be 
one of several first- or second-year fresh- 
men. It could be one of the fullbacks, 
Lousaka Polite or Dustin Picciotti. 


2000: 7-5 overall; 4-3 Big East (3rd) 
COACH: Walt Harris — At Pitt: 20-26, 4 


10 defense, kicker, punter 
PLAYERS TO WATCH: WR Antonio 


Bryant, OB David Priestley, DE Bryan 
Knight, FS Ramon Walker, CB Shawn 
Robinson ~ 
| PRIMARY STRENGTH: Depth and talent 
} — ondefense. Paul Rhoads, in his first Pitt 
season, had them ranked in the top 35 
in four statistical categories. 


\ 


the best athlete. It may not be the fastest 
guy.” 

The key will be Priestley’s ability to 
take over and run the offense. He looked 
like he was ready to blossom into a strong 
player late in the 1999 season before 
injuring his right, or throwing, shoulder. 
He had offseason surgery and has admit- 
ted that he was still bothered a lot last 
year, when he lost the starting job to 
senior John Turman. Now, his shoulder is 
fully recovered and ready for the weight 
of the offense. 

“Being healthy again and a senior 
now and a guy who is supposed to keep 
the offense together, | want that pres- 
sure,” Priestley said. “I think all of the 
guys want it. Our feeling is, if we don’t 
improve on last season, it will be a big 
disappointment.” 

— Shelly Anderson 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: No tailbacks 


with college experience. Having to 
replace a couple of starters on the offen- 
sive line. The Panthers must find a WR to 
take some pressure off of Heisman hope- 
ful Antonio Bryant. The offense might take 
a while to get going, so Pitt needs a 
strong year from PK Nick Lotz. 
OVERVIEW: Walt Harris has the program 
headed in the right direction, and should 
have the Panthers making consecutive 
bowl appearances for the first time since 
1975-83, when Pitt was a national power. 
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MAC Has Another Bowl Option for Conference Champ 


arshall figures to continue its 
IU corinne of a league it has won 
every season since re-joining the 
conference in 1997. 

The difference this season is that the Herd, 
if it wins, won't have to go to the Motor City 
Bowl for the fifth consecutive year. 

For the first time, the MAC has two bowl 
options, agreeing in the spring to send a 
team to the GMAC Bowl in Mobile, Ala., 
against a Conference USA opponent. The 
league can pick where to send the MAC 
champion. Which, barring an upset of major 
proportions, will be Marshall. The Herd has 
talent, speed and one of the best quarter- 
backs in the country -- junior Byron Leftwich. 
“We play for championships,” Marshall 
coach Bobby Pruett said. “That's not 
intended to sound cocky. That's just the 
approach we take here. Anything less than 
that is disappointing. It's what our fans 
expect, it’s what our coaches expect and it's 
what our players expect.” 

Marshall's chief challenge in the East is 
from Ohio, which has 18 starters back from a 
team that upset the Thundering Herd 38-28 last 
season, although it was after Marshall had 
already wrapped up the division championship. 
Ohio will continue running the unorthodox 
triple-option offense and 3-4 defense under 
new coach Brian Knorr, the defensive coordina- 
tor under Jim Grobe, who left after six seasons 
to coach Wake Forest. 

Miami hasn't won a league championship 
since 1986, but could make a run in the East if 
it can find a way to more effectively diversify its 


EAST DIVISION 


1, Marshall 

2. Ohio 

3, Miami 

4, Akron 

5, Bowling Green 
6. Kent State 

7. Butfalo 


WEST DIVISION 

1. Toledo 

2. Western Michigan 
3. Ball State 

4, Northern Illinois 
5. Central Michigan 
6. Eastern Michigan 
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offense and improve its pass defense. 

Akron, which tied Marshall for the East 
Division crown last season but lost the head-to- 
head tiebreaker, could be potent offensively if 
the Zips find a quarterback. Question marks on 
defense leave them vulnerable. 

Bowling Green replaced Gary Blackney 
with Notre Dame assistant Urban Meyer, 
whose plans include installing a spread 
offense. Meyer, though, will need more than a 
bunch of wide receivers to turn around a sag- 
ging program that will need time to rebuild. 

Kent State hopes a change of offensive 
coordinators will help a stagnant attack that 
was the worst in the MAC in scoring last sea- 
son. Buffalo has the potential for a solid pro- 
gram, but is a long way from being 
competitive. The West Division holds the most 
likely team to dethrone Marshall -- Toledo. The 
Rockets pounded the Herd 42-0 last season in 
a regular-season game and went 10-1, includ- 
ing an upset of Penn State. Then, Gary Pinkel 
left for Missouri, leaving defensive coordinator 
Tom Amstutz to take over a talent-laden team. 

Western Michigan held on to Gary Dar- 
nell, who drew serious interest from North 
Carolina, Oklahoma State and Rutgers. Dar- 
nell’s decision to stay provides a huge boost 
to a program that won the past two West 
Division championships only to lose heart- 
breakers to Marshall in the league champi- 
onship game. The Broncos have holes to fill, 
but figures to be strong again behind senior 
quarterback Jeff Welsh. 

Upstart Ball State came on strong last 
season, overcoming an 0-4 start and 21-game 
losing streak to finish 5-6, With talented 
youngsters such as freshman of the year Tal- 


Anything short of a fifth consecutive conference title will be disappointing. 
Bobcats can challenge with 18 starters back from a quality team. 
Inexperience at QB hurts a team still trying to develop an offensive identity. 
Zips within reach of third straight winning season. 

New coach Urban Meyer can't solve Bowling Green’s woes overnight. 

The MAC's worst offense still has work to do. 

Talent level increasing, but those guys are still too young. 


Easily the class of West with QB Tavares Bolden and RB Chester Taylor. 
Gary Darnell is a winner; Broncos will be nipping at Toledo's heels. 

The Cardinals are on the rise, and could be a spoiler in West race. 
Huskies need to prove they can beat the MAC heavyweights. 
Chippewas will improve on last year's 2-9 record, but not by much. 
Eagles counting on loads of freshmen as rebuilding continues. 


madge Hill at quarterback and Marcus Merri- 
weather at tailback, the Cardinals offense 
could be potent. Unless improvement is 
made on defense and special teams, how- 
ever, Ball State will be nothing more than a 
potential spoiler. 

Northern Illinois returns a considerable 
amount of talent at the skill positions, but must 
rebuild its lines. 

Central Michigan should be better than 
last year's 2-9 record, but not by much, 
especially since Marshall comes onto the 
schedule this year. Eastern Michigan battled 
depth and talent problems in 2000, and now 
coach Jeff Woodruff enters year two of the 
rebuilding project needing to replace stand- 
out QB Walt Church. 


— Tim Stephens 


MOST VALUABLE PLAYER: 


Byron Leftwich, QB, Marshall 

Touted as the school’s third Heisman Trophy 
candidate in five years, Leftwich threw for 3,358 
yards last season, nearly 1,000 more than any other 
MAC QB. His nine interceptions were the fewest in 
the country among those who threw at least 400 
passes, and he's a physical marvel at 6-6, 240. 


UPFENSIVE PLAYER OF THE YEAR: 


Chester Taylor, RB, Toledo 

Granted another year of eligibility because of 
ankle injuries early in his career, Taylor will be 
one of better backs in the country as a senior. He 
carried 250 times for 1,470 yards and 18 touch- 
downs last season, showing durability he lacked 
in previous years. 


DEFENSIVE PLAYER OF THE YEAR: 


Max Yates, LB, Marshall 

“Mad Max” averaged 9.6 tackles per game last 
season and is a run-stopping force. Yates dramati- 
cally improved his ability to defend the pass in 
2000, becoming a do-it-all linebacker. Quick, strong 
and athletic, Yates (6-3, 240) has a nasty streak. 


NEWCOMER OF THE YEAR: 


Kendrick Starling, WR, Marshall 

A junior college All-American, Starling spurned 
Kansas State, Texas A&M, Washington State and 
dozens of others in order to play in Marshall's 
high-powered passing offense. His favorite player 
is ex-Herd star Randy Moss. 
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TOP TEN TALENT 


1. Byron Leftwich Jr. = QB Marshall He's being billed as a Heisman 


Trophy contender 


An NFL-caliber back when 
healthy 


Averaged 17.7 yards per catch 
and scored eight touchdowns as 
a freshman 


2. Chester Taylor Sr. RB Toledo 


3. Darius Watts So. Marshall 


4. Dave Zastudil : Ohio Averaged 44.3 yards per punt and 


has pro scouts drooling 


5. Max Yates Marshall Improved pass coverage turned 


him into a star 


6. Tavares Bolden Toledo Mobile, accurate, intelligent and the 


perfect fit for Toledo’s offense 


7. Brandon Payne Akron A 1,000-yard rusher and big-play 


return man 
The best blocker in the MAC 


As fierce a pass rusher as there 
is in the league 


8. Steve Sciullo 
9. Ralph Street 


Marshall 
Marshall 


10. Duane Williams Buffalo Maybe the best pure athlete in 


the MAC 


August 31 
Minnesota at Toledo The Rockets aim for another Big Ten victim 


September | 
Marshall at Florida Herd carries the MAC’s honor into 
The Swamp 


September 8 
Akron at Ohio State Zips in national spotlight in Jim Tressel’s 


Buckeye debut. 


y 
Ohio at West Virginia A real chance for the MAC to upset the 


Big East 


September 22 
Ball St. at W. Michigan The winner challenges Toledo in the West 


October 20 
Miami at Ohio 


Toledo at Ball State 


The loser of a heated series is out of the 
title picture. 

The Rockets rarely play well when visiting 
the Cardinals 


November 6 
W. Michigan at Toledo — The West Division crown is at stake 


November 10 
Marshall at Miami Herd has dominated a great rivalry 


November 17 


Ohio at Marshall Winner likely takes the East Division title 
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ALL MAC TEAM 


OFFENSE - First Team 


QB Byron Leftwich 
RB Brandon Payne 
RB Chester Taylor 
WR Kenny Christian 
WR __ Darius Watts 

TE Mo Afariogun 

C Nick Otterbacher 
OL Konrad Dean 

OL Jeff Grzeskowiak 
OL Nate McPeek 
OL Steve Sciullo 

K Todd France 

KR Curtis Jones 


6-6 
5-10 
5-11 
6-1 
6-3 
6-3 
6-1 
6-4 
6-5 
6-4 
6-5 
5-10 
6-2 


240 Marshall 
190 Akron 

205 Toledo 

200 E. Michigan 
180 Marshall 
240 W. Michigan 
280 Toledo 

315 Akron 

295 Akron 

315 Marshall 
315 Marshall 
180 Toledo 

205 Marshall 


DEFENSE - First Team 


DL Anthony Allsbury 
DL Chris Browning 
DL Ralph Street 
LB Matt Weikart 
LB Duane Williams 
LB Larry Williams 
LB Max Yates 

DB Jermaine Lewis 
DB Chad Long 

DB Michael Owens 
DB Ronald Rogers 
P Dave Zastudil 


6-2 
6-2 
6-2 
6-2 
6-2 
6-2 
6-3 
6-1 
6-0 
6-2 
5-8 
6-4 


235 W. Michigan 
235 W. Michigan 
250 Marshall 
220 Ohio 

240 Buffalo 

230 N. Illinois 
245 Marshall 
200 W. Michigan 
195 Bowling Green 
210 Marshall 
175 W. Michigan 
230 Ohio 


OFFENSE - Second Team 


QB ‘Tavares Bolden 
RB Chad Brinker 
RB Thomas Hammock 
WR Curtis Jones 
WR __ Jake Schifino 
TE Gregg Kellett 

C Jeff Edwards 
OL Phil Hawk 

OL Nick Glowacki 
OL Erik Grahovac 
OL Kevin Jamieson 
K Steve Azar 

KR Chad Brinker 


5-10 
5-11 
6-0 
6-2 
6-2 
6-3 
6-3 
6-5 
6-6 
6-4 
6-3 
5-7 
5-11 


190 Toledo 
190 Ohio 

200 N. Illinois 
205 Marshall 
205 Akron 
245 Marshall 
270 Marshall 
315 Miami 
310 Ohio 

285 Ohio 

295 Kent State 
185 N. Illinois 
190 Ohio 


DEFENSE - Second Team 


Lamar Martin Jr. 
Jake McLean Sr. 
Orlando Washington Jr. 


Rashan Hall 
Darvin Lewis 
Kenny Philpott 
Scott Russell 
Jehu Anderson 
Chris Crocker 
Matt Robillard 
Demerist Whitfield 
Curtis Head 


270 Ohio 

275 Toledo 

255 Marshall 
210 Kent State 
225 C. Michigan 
240 E. Michigan 
230 E. Michigan 
190 Toledo 

175 Marshall 
215 Miami 

175 N. Illinois 
170 Marshall 
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BALL STATE 


ra while in 2000, Ball State and its 
Frere losing streak was a regular in 

BSU graduate David Letterman's nightly 
routine. No one is cracking jokes now. 

MAC Freshman of the Year Talmadge 
Hill leads a resurgent Ball State team that 
won five of its last seven games. Hill (130 
of 212, 1,455 yards, 13 TDs) pumps 
excitement into an offense that has 
enough talent to at least keep the Cardi- 
nals in most of their games. 

"Talmadge had an outstanding sea- 
son," said Ball State coach Bill Lynch, 
whose job might well have been saved by 
the Hill-led late-season run. "He was an 
integral factor in us winning games." 

Hill works behind a relatively young 
offensive line, but can hand off to junior 
tailback Marcus Merriweather, who ran for 
1,004 yards last season. Indiana high 
school Player of the Year Otis Shannon 
could make an immediate impact if he's 
academically eligible. 

Merriweather and Hill, though, will be 
keyed upon until Ball State shows it has 
receivers to cause foes problems. The Car- 
dinal receiving corps is an undistinguished 


of new coach Urban Meyer's plans for 

a spread offense, a stark departure 
from the two-back, power-running game 
approach of predecessor Gary Blackney. 

Defense, though, is what will carry the 
Falcons this season. With 10 starters back 
from a quality unit, the defense will be 
counted on to keep Bowling Green in 
games until the offense comes around. 

"Our offense will be way behind our 
defense,” said Meyer, a former Notre Dame 
assistant. "We have almost an entirely new 
staff, a completely new scheme and not 
many starters back on offense." 

A pair of seniors, nose guard Brandon 
Hicks and end Ryan Wingrove anchor the 
defensive line that allowed just 104 yards 
rushing per game last season. Khary 
Campbell, Garry Fisher and Chris Haneline 
are veteran linebackers who form one of 
the MAC’s stronger units. 

Hard-hitting senior Chad Long might 
be the league's best safety, while corners 
Janssen Patton and Michael Malone are 
young but talented. The offense received 


T: talk among Bowling Green fans is 


bunch led by Billy Lynch, the coach's son 
and a guard on the Ball State basketball 
team. David Westbrook (6-3, 205) and 
Corey Parchman (6-3, 190) bring size and 
toughness to the position. 

Senior inside linebacker Shaka Johnson 
(6-0, 230) heads a 4-4 defense that will 
have to come up big if Ball State is to even 
think about challenging in the West Divi- 
sion. Senior Mark Zackery (5-11, 285) is 
one of the league's more-underrated 
defensive tackles. At 6-2, 205, converted 
wide receiver Lorenzo Scott is small for 
a linebacker but he led the Cardinals in 
tackles last season as a true freshman. 

The 4-4 often leaves Ball State's sec- 
ondary in man-to-man coverage, a fact 
that the MAC's better-passing teams have 
exploited. Junior cornerback Steve Mon- 
son (5-8, 170) is diminutive but is a tough 
hitter with speed to cover. Senior corner 
Chickaro Martin is a solid tackler. The 
safety job is a battle involving returning 
starter Jade Winchell and Doug Owusu. 

Thomas Pucke is trying to stave off a 
challenge from Mike Lankford for kicking 
duties. The punting job is up for grabs. 4 


a blow in the spring when standout wide 
receiver Kurt Gerling suffered a knee injury 
that will sideline him for the season, further 
damaging Meyer's plans to spread the field 
with multiple-receiver sets. The Falcons got 
an unexpected boost at receiver, however, 
when Robert Redd, who sat out last season 
after disagreements with Blackney, 
scrapped his plans to transfer to Louisville 
and returned. Redd and reliable seniors 
David Bautista and Aaron Alexander give 
the Falcons three solid pass catchers, 
although none are game breakers. 

Junior Andy Sahm returns at quarter- 
back, but will be pushed hard by sopho- 
more Josh Harris. Whomever wins the job 
has a deep stable of running backs to work 
with, including senior Josh Gibson and 
juniors Godfrey Lewis and Joe Alls. Lewis 
has the speed Meyer seeks, but has been 
plagued by injuries. 

The offensive line, usually a strength, 
has questions on the left side, where a 
tackle and a guard must be found. John 
Mazur is a talented center, while right 
guard Greg Kupke and right rackle Mal- 
colm Robinson are veterans. 


2000: 5-6 Overall; 2-3 MAC (T-4th West} 
COACH: Bill Lynch — At Ball State: 26-41, 
6 years; Overall: 62-43-3, 11 years 
RETURNING STARTERS: | 7; 
7 offense, 8 defense, kicker, punter 
PLAYERS TO WATCH: 08 Talmadge 
Hill, TB Marcus Merriweather, WR David 
Westbrook, CB Steve Monson, WR Billy 
Lynch, K Thomas Pucke, LB Shaka Johnson 
PRIMARY STRENGTH: The backfield. 


Hill, the 2000 MAC Freshman of the 
Year, is quick and can throw. Merri- 


weather is a workhorse tailback. 
POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: Ball State 
won't sneak up on anyone this season. 
Special teams, particularly the return game, 
may be worst in the conference. Depth 
remains a concern at several positions. 
OWERVIEW: The Cardinals overhauled their 
lineup with youngsters midway through 
last season and it worked. Hill and Merri- 
weather are terrific talents who give spark 
to an offense that had lacked it for years. 
If the defense keeps the Cardinals in the 
game, the offense could put up enough 
points to make a winning season possible. 


2000: 2-9 Overall; 1-5 MAC (6th East) 
COACH: Urban Meyer — At Bowling 
Green and Overall: First year 
RETURNING STARTERS: 19; 
8 offense, 10 defense, punter 
PLAYERS TO WATCH: TB Joe Als, WR 
David Bautista, LB Khary Campbell, NG 
Brandon Hicks, S Chad Long, CB Michael 
Malone, CB Janssen Patton, QB Andy Sahm 
PRIMARY STRENGTHS: Defense. Ten 
Starters are back from a good unit. 
Tackle Brandon Hicks and safety Chad 


Long are veterans, while young corner- 
backs Janssen Patton and Michael Mal- 


one hold promise for the future. 
POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: Meyer wants 
to install a spread offense, but doesn't 
have the personnel to do it the way he 
wants. A season-ending knee injury to 
standout WR Kurt Gerling is a major 
blow. As always, the schedule is brutal. 
OVERVIEW: Meyer brings new life to 
a program that had fallen into a rut the 
last several years. The Falcons have some 
talent, especially on defense, but lack 
potency on offense. Depth is a concern. 
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BUFFALO 


rmer Syracuse assistant Jim Hofher 

Fe= over a Buffalo program that 

gained ground last season, its second 
in the MAC, but that has many miles to go 
to be competitive. One of Hofher's first 
tasks was trimming the fat from his play- 
ers. When he arrived, the Bulls had 11 
players who weighed more than 300 
pounds. They enter the season with two, 

‘That, as much as anything, maybe 
even more important that the schemes, 
will determine how much better we're 
going to get," Hofher said. 

Hofher likes what he sees from senior 
quarterback Joe Freedy (184-338-18, 2060 
yards, 14 TDs), who will throw to a pro- 
ductive group of receivers, including 
Andre Forde and Dahnel Singfield. Tight 
end Chad Bartoszek also is an inviting tar- 
get. "Chad can be a good player,’ Hofher 
said. "He has experience; he's a big target; 
and he's athletic." 

While running back has been a major 
weakness in recent seasons, Hofher talks 
up his runners, especially sophomore Mar- 
cus Dwarte, who ran for 651 yards in 2000. 

“We have running backs who run reck- 


C entral Michigan's spring game 
ended 7-2. That's further indication 
that scoring points will be a major 
chore for a team that averaged fewer than 
13 points per game in 2000. 

Add to that the fact that starting tail- 
back Vince Webber might miss the season 
due to a broken jaw and the team’s plight 
becomes more dismal. Injury-prone Rob- 
bie Mixon could be Webber's replacement 
in an offense that ran for just 92 yards 
a game last year. At least the Chippewas 
enter the season with a solid starter at 
quarterback in Derrick Vickers, who com- 
pleted 83 of 180 passes for 1,059 yards 
last season as a part-time starter. 

Head coach Mike DeBord is concerned 
about receivers running poor routes and 
dropping too many passes. True freshmen 


Aaron Kene Johnson, Justin Harper and Scott 


Gibson will have opportunities to win start- 
ing jobs. DeBoard also signed three tight 
ends to try to shore up an area of concern. 
The offensive line returns five starters. 
Senior left tackle Matt Brayton (6-7, 305) 
anchors a reliable group of veterans. 
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lessly and who run hard,” Hofher said. 


That's one of the most-impressive things 


I've seen from this team.” 

Buffalo's defense is another story. 
Hofher is moving some players around 
and has installed a variety of defensive 
looks to make up for weaknesses. Whether 
its enough to keep opponents from scor- 
ing 41 points per game for a second con- 
secutive year remains to be seen. 
Linebacker Chris Shelly, a talented, intense 
player, moves to end where he teams with 
tackle Bob Dzyonick to form what the Bulls 
hope will be a productive combination. 

Craig Rohlfs is back from shoulder 
surgery. He and J.]. Gibson could make up 
one of the MAC's better safety combina- 
tions if they can stay healthy. One of 
Hofher's primary goals is for his team to 
create more turnovers. The Bulls were last 
in the league in turnover margin a year 
ago at minus-14. "We can and must get 
better at creating turnovers,’ Hofher said. 
‘It's something that we have to do if we're 
going to win games.’ Sophomore Dallas 
Pelz likely will handle the kicking and 
punting duties. (4 


Guards Derek McLaughlin and Kyle 
Croskey are solid. Center Anders Hill is 
among the league's best and right tackle 
Paul Brieger shows promise. 

The defensive unit is led by three 
returning starters in the secondary. Wayne 
Dudley, who turned down a scholarship 
offer from Marshall four years ago, teams 
with Tedaro France to give the Chippewas 
two of the MAC's better cornerbacks. 
France led the team with five interceptions 
in 2000. Safeties Rodrico Epps and Finley 
Carter are veterans who can hit. 

A trio of junior starers return on the 
defensive front, with tackle Marvin Smith 
and end Cullen Jenkins leading the group. 
The rest of the line must step up its play 
against the run to take pressure off a line- 
backer corps that features junior middle 
linebacker Darvin Lewis, who had 13 tack- 
les for losses a year ago. Expect the 
Chippewas to blitz more this season, 

The kicking game needs work. 

“We're an inconsistent team," DeBord 
said. "We need consistency in tackling and 
blocking.” 4 


2000: 2-9 Overall; 2-4 MAC (5th East) 

COACH: Jim Hofher —At Buffalo and 
Overall: First year 

RETURNING STARTERS: |4; 
7 offense, 6 defense, punter 

PLAYERS TO WATCH: OB Joe Freedy, 
TE Chad Bartoszek, DT Bob Dzyonick 
DE Chris Shelly, $ Craig Rohifs. 

PRIMARY STRENGTHS: The passing 
game is sound, with quarterback Joe 
Freedy back for his third starting sea- 
son with many receivers to throw to, 
including speedy Andrew Forde. 

POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: The Bulls 
gave up 4] points per game last season 
and will be hard-pressed to do much bet- 
ter this year. The running game is one of 
the league's worst. Adjusting to a new 
coach with new schemes will take time. 

OVERVIEW: The Bulls have made strides 
but remain one of the worst teams in 
NCAA Division A football. A solid recruit- 
ing class, combined with a handful of tal- 
ented players, gives the Bulls hope for 
the future. This season, though, figures 
to be another long one. 


2000: 2-9 Overall; 1-4 MAC (6th West] 
COACH: Mike DeBord — At Central 


Michigan and Overall 2-9, 1 year 

RETURNING STARTERS: | 8; 

7 offense, 9 defense, kicker, punter 
PLAYERS TO WATCH: LT Matt Brayton, 
OB Derrick Vickers, TB Vince Webber, 
CB Tedaro France, CB Wayne Dudley, 

S Rodrico Epps, S Finley Carter. 
PRIMARY STRENGTHS: The secondary 
returns three starters from a team that 
led the MAC in pass defense. The defen- 

sive backfield is talented, with Dudley 
and France standing out. 

POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: The Chippe- 
was were the worst MAC team against the 
run last season, giving up a whopping 
267.6 yards per game. That must change 
dramatically if Central Michigan is to make 
progress. The offense shows little reason to 
think it will improve on its 12.5 points per 
game of a year ago. 

OVERWIEW: Bettering last year's 2-9 mark 
will be a chore for a team that can't stop 
the run and that has trouble scoring. 
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EASTERN MICHIGAN 


wide receivers, but doesn't have a 

reliable quarterback. The Eagles pos- 
sess run-stuffing linebackers, but a young 
secondary vulnerable to the pass. Talent 
exists at running back, but the offensive 
line might be the MAC's worst. 

Such is the plight of a program strug- 
gling under second-year coach Jeff 
Woodruff. Last year's 3-8 team included just 
60 scholarship players, something Woodruff 
has fixed, at least in part, this year. Still 
depth remains a concern, particularly on the 
offensive line. 

Three senior starters — center Cory 
Annett, left tackle John Grabowski and 
right guard Rich Chorak — can be ade- 
quate if they remain healthy. Freshmen 
likely will man left guard and right tackle. 

The Eagles enter the season without 
a proven quarterback for the first time in 
six years, as junior Troy Edwards tries to 
carry on the tradition set by Charlie Batch 
and Walt Church. He'll battle junior college 
transfer Jeff Crooks, whose 2,293 yards 
and 18 touchdowns led California's junior 
college passers last season. 


F ve Michigan features standout 


ent plans to emphasize the fullback 

K ree meaning senior DeMarlo 
ozier, sophomore James Ruggerio 

and redshirt freshman Charles Newton fig- 
ure to see plenty of opportunities. The 
Golden Flashes will try to control the foot- 
ball more to make up for a defense that 
gave up 32.6 points per game last season. 
The new look also means more opportu- 
nites for tailback Chante Murphy. 

The offense will go only as far as the 
quarterback takes it. Sophomore Jeff 
Valentino (54 of 107, 545 yards, four 
touchdowns) provided a spark as a part- 
time starter last season. 

Valentino has experienced targets in 
wide receivers Jurron Kelly and Matt 
Curry, as well as in tight ends Joel 
Reikowski, Ray Quinn and Neil Buckosh, 
who combined for 46 catches last season. 
Left tackle Kevin Jamieson, right guard 
Brian Hallett and right tackle Victor Vrable 
are reliable blockers. Pees, a longtime 
defensive coordinator, is excited about 
the defense but wants to see potential 
turn into production. 

‘The system has been in place for four 
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"We have a lot of confidence one of 
these guys will emerge to lead us,” 
Woodruff said. 

The quarterback will have a talented 
stable of receivers at his disposal. Kenny 
Christian and Kevin Walter combined to 
rank fourth nationally in catches last year. 
Christian caught 78 balls for 808 yards and 
three touchdowns. Walter grabbed 55 
passes for 721 yards and five TDs. Cincin- 
nati transfer Chris Archie is a big, physical 
receiver who should contribute. 

Sophomore tailback Ashantti Watson 
ran for 353 yards and proved to be a capa- 
ble receiver and punt returner. 

Kenny Philpott and Scott Russell are two 
of the MAC's premier linebackers, but the 
rest of the defense is suspect. James Turner 
and Jabari Brown return at tackles, but com- 
petition is open for all four starting spots up 
front. The same holds true for the sec- 
ondary, where starting cornerbacks Andrae 
Brooks and Maurice Ryland will return. 

Toller Starnes is among the MAC's best 
kickers, having made 29 of 37 field goals in 
his career, including 11 of 14 last season. 
David Rysko will be a first-year punter. 4 


years, and the players need to take their 
game to a new level,’ Pees said. 

Linebacker looks to be the strength of 
the defense, with leading tackler James 
Harrison (101 stops, 13 for losses) teaming 
with fellow senior Rashan Hall. Michigan 
State transfer Pierre Wilson and talented 
sophomore Anthony Henriquez fortify a 
strong position. The defensive front returns 
six of its top eight players, including senior 
end Mark Strickland. Roy Attieh, a 6-1, 
305-pound junior, is a potential all-confer- 
ence player. 

Four starters and seven lettermen 
return to a secondary that has been simply 
awful the last two seasons. Cornerbacks 
Jacon Avery and Nashville Dyer must pick 
up their play or be replaced by Justin 
Baughman and Ray Coley. Junior Robert 
James and sophomore Desmond Turner 
are trying to prove themselves at safety. 

The kicking game is promising. Senior 
Dave Pavich slumped a bit last season 
after undergoing off-season knee surgery 
but when healthy is one of the MAC's bet- 
ter kickers. Junior punter Jared Fritz aver- 
aged 40.4 yards per kick in 2000. 4 


2000: 3-8 Overall; 2-3 MAC (T-3rd West) 
COACH: Jeff Woodruff — At Eastern Michi- 
gan and Overall: 3-8, 1 year 
RETURNING STARTERS: | 3; 
7 offense, 5 defense, kicker 
PLAYERS TO WATCH: 08 Troy 
Edwards, RB Ashantti Watson, WR Kenny 
Christian, G Rich Chorak, LB Kenny 
Philpott, LB Scott Russell, DT James Turner 
PRIMARY STRENGTHS: | inebacker. 


Woodruff says Philpott and Russell could 
have played at Arizona, where he was an 


assistant. They combined for 112 tackles, 
including 29 for losses, last season. 

POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: For the first 
time in six years Eastern Michigan has no 
can'tmiss player at quarterback. The 
offensive line must prove itself. Depth 
remains thin. 

OVERVIEW: The running game is among 
the league's worst, Now, a new starter 
at quarterback leaves the passing game 
in question. Other than at linebacker the 
defense has little to be excited about. 
Everything suggests another long year in 
Ypsilanti. 


2000: |-10 Overall; 0-6 MAC (7th East) 

COACH: Dean Pees — At Kent State and 
Overall: 3-30, 3 years 

RETURNING STARTERS: |7: 
6 offense, 9 defense, kicker, punter 

PLAYERS TO WATCH: 08 Jeff 
Valentino, TB Chante Murphy, FB 
DeMarlo Rozier, T Kevin Jamieson, DT Roy 
Attieh, LB Rashan Hall, K Dave Pavich 

PRIMARY STRENGTHS: Special teams. 
Dave Pavich is one of the MAC's better 
kickers and Jared Fritz is a reliable 


punter, Kickoff and punt return games 
are sound. 
POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: The defense 


returns nine starters, but that's froma 
unit that was the league's worst against 
the pass. Valentino gets the quarterback 
job, but must prove himself. 
OVERVIEW: Pees begins his fourth season 
and is frustrated that the program hasn't 
made more progress. He hopes that a 
new offensive coordinator and scheme 
that incorporates the fullback more will 
help boost the offense, which produced 
a meager 11.6 points per game last year. 
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ey've spent the past four years 
| Motor-ing, and now the Herd have 
a chance to “Go Mobile.” 

As in the bowl game in Mobile, Ala. 

With the MAC getting itself aligned 
with a second bowl game, the league 
champion will have options this season ... 
and the bowls will have options, too. 

That's great news for the league, and 
especially for Marshall, which has had a 
winter home in Detroit the past four years. 

The Herd’s unprecedented fourth 
straight league title last year came with 
unexpected difficulty -- Marshall absorbed 
three conference defeats. 

Toledo, WMU and Ohio were the 
three MAC teams that beat the Herd but, 
they are still a big favorite. Consider that 
Toledo and WMU are off the schedule , 
and Ohio must visit Marshall Stadium for 
the last game of the regular season. 

So, while a fifth successive title will 
not be easy for coach Bobby Pruett’s ball- 
club, it's up to somebody else in the MAC 
-- first from the East Division -- to try to 
take it away from the Herd. 

Quarterback Byron Leftwich is a good 


en Roethislberger and Ryan Hawk 
Be rated the top two prep quar- 

terbacks in Ohio two years ago. 
When they signed with Miami, fans had 
visions of a return to glory. Now, the two 
are battling to lead Miami's offense. 

Roethislberger turned down Ohio 
State and appears to have a slight edge on 
Hawk. It's a problem RedHawks coach 
Terry Hoeppner and offensive coordinator 
Shane Montgomery are pleased to have. 

"We're extremely fortunate to have two 
talented guys at that position,” Hoeppner 
said. 

Whomever wins the quarterback job 
will have four experienced blockers in 
front of him, with center Paul Thaler 
anchoring the line. Jacob Bell moves from 
right tackle to left tackle in a key move. 

As usual, Miami features a stable of 
talented running backs. Steve Little (189- 
986, 8 TDs) is the top-returning rusher. 
Cal Murray is bigger and stronger than a 
year ago. They're helped by the return of 
fullback Julian Goodman. 

Hoeppner is looking closely at wide 
receiver, where Eddie Tillitz and Randy 
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place to start. The 6-foot-6 junior from 
Washington, D.C., passed for 3,579 yards 
and 22 TDs last season, including the bowl 
victory over Cincinnati. 

“Byron's the best quarterback I’ve ever 
been around,” said Pruett, who also was 
with Heisman winner Danny Wuerffel at 
Florida and coached Eric Kresser at Mar- 
shall ... as well as first-round draft pick 
Chad Pennington. “I think he’s the best 
quarterback in the country.” 

He'll be throwing into some young 
hands, since four receivers from last sea- 
son must be replaced, but Marshall is 
never at a loss for playmakers, and the 
offensive line appears to be formidable. 

Leftwich also was one of the team's 
top five rushers last season -- and each of 
them are back, led by Franklin Wallace, 
Brandon Carey and Chanston Rodgers, 
who combined for 1,055 yards and 13 
touchdowns. 

Five starters return on defense, led by 
linebacker Max Yates, but the line is young 
and small, and the secondary lacks the 
“bring-it-on” cornerbacks that Maurice 
Hines and Danny Derricott had become. 


Stegman will have to step up. Depth is a con- 
cem. The same problem exists at tight end. 

Miami's injury-plagued defense gave 
up 211 yards per game rushing last season 
and improvement is a must. The Red- 
Hawks were often a step slow a year ago. 

Linebacker is a strength. Terrell Jones 
was second in the MAC in tackles last 
year, with 11.8 per game. He teams with 
Matt Robillard and Eddie Price to give 
Miami a solid corps. They'll have to be 
tough because the secondary is suspect. 
Cornerbacks Michael Adams and Milt 
Bowen were subject to give up big plays 
last season. Senior Rod Clark is a first-year 
starter at free safety. Matt Pusateri and 
Alphonso Hodge will battle at strong 
safety. 

Phil Smith's move from linebacker to 
end should help the defensive line. Bob 
Petrovic is solid at the other end. Kurt 
Mester and Gino DiGiandomenico have to 
come up big at the tackles. 

Kicker Andy Brumbergs returns after 
hitting 12 of 17 field goals and 30 of 33 
extra points in 2000. Walkon Michael 
Walzig likely will punt. 


2000: 8-5 Overall; 5-3 MAC East (1st) 
COACH: Bob Pruett - At Marshall and 
Overall: 58-9, 5 years 
RETURNING STARTERS: |3, 
7 offense, 5 defense, punter 
PLAYERS TO WATCH: OB Byron Left- 
wich, WR Darius Watts, LB Max Yates, 
OL Steve Sciullo, DL Ralph Street, 
DB Michael Owens, P Curtis Head 
PRIMARY STRENGTHS: |eftwich is 
MAC's most skilled OB. Offense will still 
exceed MAC defenses. Watts, a sopho- 
more, is an emerging star at receiver. 
POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: Two new 
corners. Only one defensive line starter 
back. Offensive line lacks depth. 
OVERVIEW: After opening the season at 
Florida, it's not unreasonable to think 
Marshall could run the table all the way 
through the MAC title game. And the 
Herd is in luck. If it wins its fifth consecu- 
tive league title, it won't have to go back 
to the Motor City Bowl, thanks to the 
conference expanding its postseason 
options to include the GMAC Bowl in 
Mobile, Ala. 


2000: 6-5 Overall; 4-2 MAC (T-3rd East) 

COACH: Terry Hoeppner — At Miami and 
Overall: 13-9, 2 years 

RETURNING STARTERS: |4; 

6 offense, 7 defense, kicker 

PLAYERS TO WATCH: TB Steve Little, 
LB Terrell Jones, LB Matt Robillard, 

DE Bob Petrovic, K Andy Brumbergs, 
C Paul Thaler, T Jacob Bell. 

PRIMARY STRENGTHS: The offensive 
line. Four starters return, so the transition for 
new quarterback Ben Roethlisberger or Ryan 
Hawk should be easier. Thaler is an outstand- 
ing center. How Jacob Bell handles the 
move from right tackle to left tackle is critical. 

POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: The Red- 
Hawks will have a new quarterback for 
the first time in three years. 

OVERVIEW: If the quarterback is merely 
adequate the offense should be potent, 
provided injuries that have hit the last 
two seasons don't create havoc again. 
The defense has potential if the sec- 
ondary improves. Getting Marshall at 
home helps, but the RedHawks will need 
some luck to contend for the title. 


Linoy’s Footsa. ANNUALS 189 


NORTHERN ILLINOIS 


il e need to take that next 
step," Northern Illinois coach 
Joe Novak said. "We feel like 


were on the right track to do that." 

With 14 starters back from a team that 
went 6-5 in 2000, giving the Huskies their 
first winning season since 1990, Northern 
Illinois is capable of making a run at West 
Division favorites Toledo and Western 
Michigan. Led by stellar tailback Thomas 
Hammock, an academic All-American who 
ran for 1,083 yards last season, the Huskies 
led the MAC in scoring. Hammock ranked 
sixth in the NCAA in scoring (10.7 ppg) 
and 12th in rushing (120.3 ypg). 

Hammock teams with underrated 
senior quarterback Chris Finlen to give 
Northern Illinois a productive backfield 
combination. Finlen, though, is seeking a 
receiver to replace Justin McCareins, now 
of the Tennessee Titans. The MAC Special 
Teams Player of the Year was fourth in the 
nation in punt returns and fifth nationally in 
all-purpose yardage. Junior P.J. Fleck (6-1, 
185) is going to try, filling McCareins role 
at flanker and on special teams. After that, 
receiver is a question mark. 


Right guard Greg Clemens and left 
tackle Tim Vincent return to an offensive 
line that will miss two-time All-MAC 
performer Ryan Diem. 

Big-play cornerbacks Demerist Whit- 
field, who intercepted five passes last 
year, and Vince Thompson head a rebuild- 
ing defense. They join junior linebacker 
Larry Williams (112 tackles) give the 
Huskies solid defenders on which to build. 
Several holes must be filled, however, and 
Novak has shown he's not afraid to let 
a true freshman start if necessary. 

Sophomore Steve Azar was spectacu- 
lar last season hitting 14 of 15 field goal 
attempts and 38 of 40 extra points. Junior 
punter Jimmy Erwin expects to better his 
38.1 average this season, 

Northern Illinois’ success hinges on 
three games. The Huskies get Western 
Michigan and Marshall at home, but must 
travel to Toledo. ‘There's no doubt we've 
improved since the 23-game losing streak 
(1996-1998)," Novak said. "At the same 
time, we still have some ways to go until 
we break into the MAC's upper echelon. 
That's our next challenge." 4 


over a loaded team. Ohio's Brian Knorr 

does. While there is pressure on Knorr 
to win big immediately, Jim Grobe's 
replacement and the Bobcats former defen- 
sive coordinator relishes his opportunity. 

‘This team has the most depth it has 
had in the years I've been here," Knorr 
said. "We have a lot of experience and 
energy among our players and coaches." 

Knorr's experience as a defensive coor- 
dinator will be a plus. A former quarterback 
at Air Force, he's knows well the intricacies 
of the triple-option, not that Dontrell Jack- 
son needs much tutoring in it. The quick, 
wily junior rushed for 864 yards last 
season. Jackson ranked last in the MAC in 
passing, but the team gains 72 percent 
of its yards on the ground. 

Jackson has a backfield full of standouts 
to work with, the best being junior Chad 
Brinker, who gained 734 yards last season 
and scored 10 touchdowns. Speedy tail- 
back Jamel Patterson joins fullbacks Joe 
Sherrill and Keland Logan to give the 
Bobcats a wealth of backfield talent. 


F- coaches have the luxury of taking 


The triple-option is only as good the 
offensive line and Ohio's front five is 
among the MAC's best. Center Doug 
Wooten, right guard David Patton, right 
tackle Chris Jackson and left tackle Dennis 
Thompson are returning starters. Left 
guard Nick Glowacki saw considerable 
action last year. 

Linebackers Matt Weikert and Tom 
Weilbacher are tough run stoppers and head 
an aggressive defense. A replacement must 
be found for emotional leader Matt Spitler at 
strongside linebacker. 

The defensive front is a strength. Ends 
Mike Fox and Andre Parker are quick to 
the ball. Nose guard Lamar Martin was 
a part-time starter last season. 

Safeties Chris London and Joe Sellers 
lead a secondary that returns a promising 
young comer in Bop White. 

Kevin Kerr has as much range as any 
kicker in the league. Known for his boom- 
ing kicks, three-time All-MAC selection 
Dave Zastudil averaged 44.3 yards per 
punt last season and is one of the premier 
punters in the nation. 


2000: 6-5 Overall; 2-3 MAC (T-3rd West) 
COACH: Joe Novak — At Northern Illinois 
and Overall: 14-41, 5 years 
RETURNING STARTERS: | 4; 
6 offense, 6 defense, kicker, punter 
PLAYERS TO WATCH: TB Thomas 
Hammock, OB Chris Finlen, DT Darian 
Tate, CB Demerist Whitfield, CB Vince 
Thompson, K Steve Azar. 
PRIMARY STRENGTHS: The backfield. 


Thomas Hammock 's 1,083 rushing 
yards were third in the league last sea- 


son. QB Chris Finlen is starting for the 
third season. 

POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: The offensive 
line needs to be rebuilt. The Huskies fal- 
ter in big games. 

OVERWIEW: Potential for a second con- 
secutive winning season. The Huskies 
feature some of the MAC's most-exciting 
individuals. Striving to reach the upper 
echelon of the MAC, NIU enters the 
2001 season with a way still to go. The 
Huskies are 0-9 against the MAC's big 
three of Marshall, Toledo and Western 
Michigan since rejoining the league. 


2000: 7-4 Overall; 4-2 MAC (T-3rd East) 

COACH: Brian Knorr — At Ohio and Over- 
all: First year 

RETURNING STARTERS: | 8; 

9 offense, 7 defense, kicker, punter 

PLAYERS TO WATCH: O8 Donirell 
Jackson, TB Chad Brinker, T Dennis 
Thompson, DE Mike Fox, LB Matt Weik- 
ert, LB Tom Weilbacher, CB Bop White, 

K Kevin Kerr, P Dave Zastudil 

PRIMARY STRENGTHS: The rushing 
attack. Ohio's triple-option ground out 323 
yards per game last season and returns 
nearly intact. Jackson runs the offense effi- 
ciently. Brinker is one of the MAC's premier 
backs. 

POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: Knorr is in his 
first year as a head coach. While inherit- 
ing a veteran team helps, he'll be 
matched against some outstanding 
coaching minds. 

OVERVIEW: This team is a legitimate 
threat to Marshall's supremacy. The Bob- 
cats beat the Thundering Herd last year, 
so confidence shouldn't be a problem, 
even though Ohio plays Marshall away. 
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spent much of the season in the Top 
25. New head coach Tom Amstutz’ 
reaction: "We can do better.” 

The hard-to-please former defensive 
coordinator takes over for Gary Pinkel, who 
left for Missouri. Amstutz inherits 18 
starters and is expected to lead the Rockets 
to a West Division title, which likely would 
secure a bowl berth. 

Amstutz's first move was to install a 
spread offense. He hired former Louisiana 
Tech offensive coordinator Rob Spence to 
install the multi-receiver set. It's a ques- 
tionable move for a team with the 
league's top tailback in 1,470-yard rusher 
Chester Taylor and an inexperienced 
receiving corps. Still, Amstutz is highly 
confident the move will make a strong 
team even better. 

“We're going to spread the field and 
attack at all times,” Amstutz said. "We'll use 
multiple formations." 

The offense starts with All-MAC senior 
quarterback Tavares Bolden whose running 
ability figures to benefit a great deal from 
the spread. With fewer defenders at the line 


i ast season the Rockets went 10-1 and 


of scrimmage, Taylor looks to benefit, too. 

Amstutz knows he needs receivers to 
effectively operate this offense. Junior 
Donta Greene caught 31 passes last year. 
He and little-used veterans Manny John- 
son and Carl Ford will have to step up. 

Center Nick Otterbacher heads a 
sound offensive front. 

New defensive coordinator Lou West 
is familiar with Toledo's 4-4. 

Key players in this scheme are ends 
Leo Frierson (61 tackles, 3 sacks) and 
David Bockmore (44 tackles, 3 sacks). 
They team with veteran tackles Jake 
McLean and Phil Gibson in front of a line- 
backing corps led by hard-hitting David 
Gardner (82 tackles, 12 TFL). Outside line- 
backer Corey Morris (75 tackles, 6 sacks) 
is a speedy pass rusher. 

Brandon Hefflin and Jehu Anderson 
form one of the MAC's top cornerback 
combinations, while safety Andy Boyd is 
a three-year starter. 

All-MAC kicker Todd France made 
15 of 19 field goals and all 49 of his extra 
point attempts in 2000. The rest of the 
special teams must prove themselves. I 


jayers come and go, but coach Gary 
Porn: makes a third consecutive 

MAC West Division title a strong 
possibility at Western Michigan. 

Several schools, including Rutgers, 
Oklahoma State and North Carolina, sought 
Darnell last season and Western Michigan 
was fortunate to keep him. A tremendous 
motivator, Darnell will be challenged as 
much this season as any since he took over 
the program five years ago. Darnell’s first 
task is to replace MAC Player of the Year 
Robert Sanford at tailback. Expect senior 
Charles Woods to fill the void behind an 
offensive line that returns starters Jeff 
Hnson and Adam Cones at guard and Matt 
Stover at right tackle. The biggest key to 
the offensive front is how quickly junior 
center Jake Gasaway comes around. 

“We feel very positive about Charles 
Woods and about our ability to run the 
football,” Darnell said. 

The rest of Western Michigan's offense 
is solid. Senior quarterback Jeff Welsh, an 
honorable-mention All-MAC pick last year 
after completing 207 of 354 passes for 
2,537 yards, has an impressive array of 
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receivers. Junior tight end Mo Afariogun is 
the best in the league. Diminutive, but 
quick, wide receiver Josh Bush gives a 
deep threat. Junior Kendrick Mosley 
missed much of last season with injuries. 
His return strengthens the air attack. 

New defensive coordinator Jim 
Knowles takes over a unit that ranked in the 
top 20 nationally in almost all categories. 
All-MAC ends Anthony Allsbury and Chris 
Browning will make the defensive front for- 
midable again as they flank senior tackles 
Bryan Pinder and Larry King. 

The question is at linebacker, where 
Mario Evans and Garrett Soldano gradu- 
ated. Carlos Smith returns on the outside, 
but inside backers Jason Malloy and Bryan 
Lape have to prove themselves in a hurry. 

Cornerback Ronald Rogers and free 
safety Jermaine Lewis are two of the 
league's best. Joe Ballard brings good size 
to the other corner, while senior Brandon 
Brown has experience at strong safety. 

Punter Matt Steffen is reliable, but 
a kicker must be found, with juco transfer 
Byungwoo Yun the leading candidate. 
Bush is a stellar kick returner. 


2000: | 0-1 Overall; 4-1 MAC (2nd West} 

COACH: Tom Amstutz — At Toledo and 
Overall: First year 

RETURNING STARTERS: | 8; 

8 offense, 8 defense, kicker, punter 

PLAYERS TO WATCH: 08 Tavares 
Bolden, TB Chester Taylor, WR Donta 
Greene, TE Greg Grothous, C Nick 
Otterbacher, DE Leo Frierson, DT Jake 
McLean, LB David Gardner, LB Corey 
Morris, S Andy Boyd, K Todd France 

PRIMARY STRENGTHS: The backfield. 
Taylor is the MAC's premier tailback. Bolden 
is a mobile quarterback. 

POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: Adjusting to 
anew offense, a spread attack foreign to 
the Rockets, will take time. Even though 
18 starters return, a ton of leadership 
was lost. 

OVERVIEW: If the Rockets adjust to 
Amstutz and his staff, Toledo could be 
a top 25 team. An overwhelming 
favorite in the West, thoughts of a cham- 
pionship game showdown with Marshall 
has fans at both schools dripping with 
anticipation. 


2000: 9-3 Overall; 4-1 MAC (1st West) 
COACH: Gary Darnell — At Western 
Michigan: 31-15, 4 years; Overall: 34-20, 
6 years 
RETURNING STARTERS: | 3; 
5 offense, 7 defense, punter 
PLAYERS TO WATCH: 08 Jeff Welsh, 
TE Mo Afariogun, WR Josh Bush, T Matt 
Stover, DE Anthony Allsbury, CB Ronald 
Rogers, S Jermaine Lewis, P Matt Steffen 
PRIMARY STRENGTHS: Coaching. 
North Carolina, Rutgers and Oklahoma 
State sought Darnell for a reason last year. 
He rebuilt the team into a MAC power, 
POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: Three new 
linebacker starters. Kicker must be found. 
MAC Player of the Year Robert Sanford 
must be replaced at tailback. The Nov. 6 
showdown with Toledo is on the road. 
OVERVIEW: Western Michigan lost a bun- 
dle of key players, but don't count the 
Broncos out. The running game will be 
better than expected and quarterback 
Jeff Welsh is solid. Expect Western Michi- 
gan to again battle Toledo for the West 
Division title. 
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5 Years Ago: 1996 


Ohio State made its first Rose Bowl trip in 10 years by 
tying Northwestern for the conference championship with 
a 7-1 record and getting the nod based on the Wildcats’ trip to 
Pasadena the previous season. 

In Pasadena, Ohio State played a thrilling game against Jake 
Plummer and unbeaten Arizona State. Plummer's diving touch- 
down with 1:40 left looked to be a game-winner, but Joe Ger- 
maine led the Buckeyes back, connecting on a short TD throw to 
David Boston with 19 seconds remaining for a 20-17 victory. 

Had Ohio State not blown a 13-0 halftime lead at home 
against Michigan in the season finale, the Buckeyes would have 
been the only undefeated team in the country and ranked No, 1. 

* Conference Champion: Ohio State (11-1, 7-1), 

Northwestern (9-3, 7-1) 
* Conference Player of the Year: Offense: Orlando Pace, OT, 
Ohio State; Defense: Pat Fitzgerald, Northwestern 

* Heisman Trophy Winner: Danny Wuerffel, QB, Florida 

¢ National Champion: Florida (defeated Florida State, 52-20, 

in Sugar Bowl) 


10 Years Ago: 1991 


Behind Heisman Trophy winner Desmond Howard, Michi- 
gan rolled to its third unbeaten Big Ten season in a four-year 
span to win the Big Ten and earn the Rose Bow! trip. 

The Wolverines’ only stumble during the regular season 
was a 51-31 home loss to top-ranked Florida State. Washing- 
ton then administered a 34-14 humbling in Pasadena to split 
the national championship with Miami. 

Desmond Howard, the Heisman Trophy winner, managed 
just one catch for 35 yards in the Rose Bowl, held in check by 
cornerback Walter Bailey and safety Dana Hall. After an inter- 
ception, Bailey mimicked Howard by striking a Heisman pose. 

* Conference Champion: Michigan (10-2, 8-0) 

* Conference Player of the Year: Offense: Desmond Howard, 

WR, Michigan; Defense: Leroy Smith, DE, lowa 
* Heisman Trophy Winner: Desmond Howard, WR, Michigan 
* National Champion: Miami (beat Nebraska 22-0 in Orange 
Bowl), Washington (beat Michigan 34-14 in Rose Bowl) 


15 Years Ago: 1986 


Bold talk never had much place in the Ohio State-Michigan 
rivalry until this year, when Wolverines quarterback Jim Har- 
baugh gave a guarantee of victory the week of the big game. 

Harbaugh's boast made big headlines in Columbus, where 
the winner of the rivalry would gain the Rose Bowl berth. 

He delivered, but not without Matt Frantz missing a field goal 
on the last play to make Michigan a 26-24 winner. 

Ironically, that victory put UM against Arizona State in the 
Rose Bowl, where the Sun Devils’ 22-15 victory would make 
John Cooper a hot commodity and earn him the Ohio State 
coaching job two years later. 
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* Conference Champion: Michigan (11-2, 7-1), 
Ohio State (10-3, 7-1) 
* Conference Player of the Year: Jim Harbaugh, QB, Michigan 
¢ Heisman Trophy Winner: Vinny Testaverde, QB, Miami 
* National Champion: Penn State (beat Miami 14-10 in 
Fiesta Bowl) 


20 Years Ago: 1981 


lowa hadn't enjoyed a winning season since 1961 when 
third-year coach Hayden Fry stunned the Big Ten by leading 
the Hawkeyes to the Rose Bowl. 

Fry's scratch-where-it-itches” style of offense was good 
enough to earn lowa the trip to Pasadena in a tiebreaker over 
fellow first-place finisher Ohio State. The two teams did not 
play and both finished 6-2 in the league. 

* Conference Champion: lowa (8-4, 6-2), Ohio State (9-3, 6-2) 

* Conference Player of the Year: Art Schlichter, QB, Ohio State 

* Heisman Trophy Winner: Marcus Allen, TB, USC 

* National Champion: Clemson (beat Nebraska 22-15 

in Orange Bowl) 


2u Years Ago: 1976 


Finally free to play an Ohio State offense without Archie 
Griffin for the first time in four years, Michigan broke through 
with a 22-0 victory over the Buckeyes in the season's last 
game at Ohio Stadium to capture a tie for first place in the 
Big Ten and the resultant trip to the Rose Bowl. 

In Pasadena, the Wolverines ran into a talented USC team that 
was stocked with offensive firepower, including running backs 
Ricky Bell (the top pick in the 1977 draft) and Charles White. Michi- 
gan took a 6-0 lead in the second quarter, but the USC ground 
game and its defense took over from there for a 14-6 victory. 

The Trojans finished No. 2 nationally. Michigan was No. 3 
... Its highest finish under Bo Schembechler to that point. 

* Conference Champion: Michigan (10-2, 7-1), 

Ohio State (9-2, 7-1) 

* Conference Player of the Year: Rob Lytle, TB, Michigan 

* Heisman Trophy Winner: Tony Dorsett, TB, Pittsburgh 

¢ National Champion: Pittsburgh (beat Georgia 27-3 

in Sugar Bowl) 


50 Years Ago: 1951 


Legendary coach Ray Eliot directed Illinois to an unbeaten sea- 
son, culminating in a 40-7 victory over Stanford in the Rose Bowl. 

The Illini put that win away with a 27-point fourth quarter 
that broke open a tight game and put the finishing touches on 
a season in which the only blemish was a 0-0 tie at Ohio State. 

The Buckeyes finished only 4-3-2 that season under first- 
year coach Woody Hayes. 

* Conference Champion: Illinois (9-0-1, 5-0-1) 

* Conference Player of the Year: Bill Reichardt, FB, lowa 

* Heisman Trophy Winner: Dick Kazmaier, HB, Princeton 

* National Champion: Tennessee (lost 28-13 to Maryland in 

Sugar Bowl; final polls were released before bow! games) 
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weeks for delivery. Offer expires 9/30/01. 


Copenhagen, Skoal, and Rooster are registered trademarks af U.S. Tobacco Co. Kodkak és a registered trademark of Conwoad Co. 


(©) IF SIGNATURE AND BIRTH DATE 
ARE NOT SUPPLIED, OFFER IS VOID. 


Signature (Required) 
Date of Birth (Required) 


Name 


Big Taste. 
Bigger Savings. 


BUSINESS REPLY MAIL 
FIRST-CLASS MAIL PERMIT NO. 535 OWENSBORO KY 
POSTAGE WILL BE PAID BY ADDRESSEE 


TIMBER WOLF FREE CAN 
COUPON OFFER 

PO BOX 941 

OWENSBORO KY 42302-9903 


NO POSTAGE 
NECESSARY 
IF MAILED 


IN THE 
UNITED STATES 


Because | like being a part of the action. 


Just : guy like you or anybody who loves action; 
| could be your mechanic or your doctor. 


- SBG Global. | may ike to bet on the ponies 
- but | want a sure thing for my offshore wagering service. 
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“JOIN NOW! 10% Bonus on initial deposit 
“Un Toe 530% Bonu: s for peeailtion players 
“2 Ro ‘eal Trip tic ; on Delta Airlines 

or Dire (programming ae installation included) 
C hone 1.877.SCORE.10 


PPLY. PLEASE CALL FOR DETAILS 
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BACK-UP TOLL FREE 1-871 i 
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